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T  O 

The  Right  Honourable  the 

Countefs  of  P  O  M  F  R  ET. 

Madam, 

§M)Kg  SHOULD  never  have 
/w%  prefumed  to  appear  in 
Print,  had  I  not  had  the 
Honour  and  good  Fortune  of  Your 
Ladyfhip's  Acquaintance.  In  a 
Converfation  Two  Years  ago.  You 
exprefled  the  Satisfadion  You 
fliould  receive  in  reading  a  faith- 
ful Tranflation  of  Guicciardini's 
Hiftory  in  our  Language.  This 
induced  me  to  render  a  Sheet 
of  it  into  EngliJIj^  which  Your 
Ladyfhip  was  fo  good  as  to  ap- 
prove 


DEDICATION. 

prove  of.  As  You  are  a  perfe6t 
Judge  of  both  Languages,  I  con- 
ftrued  Your  Approbation  for  an  En- 
couragement ;  and,  with  no  fmall 
Labour,  have  gone  through  the 
Whole  Hiftory.  If  I  find  my  Un- 
dertaking has  anfwered  Your  Lady- 
fhip's  Expectation,  I  fliall  have  no 
reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  accep- 
table to  the  PubHc,  which  is  the 
Height  of  my  Ambition. 

I  am.  Madam, 
Your  Ladyfhip's 

moft  obedient 
humble  Servant, 


Austin  Parke  Goddard. 


To  the   R  E  A  D  E  R. 


^)8C)eC^  HE  higher  the  Opinion  the 
^  T  ^  World  entertains  of  the  Merit 
^MM^  of  Gicicciardini's  Hiftory,  the 
greater  the  Expectation  may  be  of  feeing 
it  rendered  properly  into  Englijh,  The 
Tranflator,  therefore,  to  obviate  all  Preju- 
dices and  PrepofTeffions,  thinks  proper  to 
give  the  foUov^ing  Account  of  him- 
felf. 

The  Grand  Duke  o^Tiifcany^  Cofmo  III. 
having  had  fome  Knowledge  of  the  Tran- 
jQator's  Family,  fent  for  him  to  Italy  be- 
fore he  had  attained  the  Eleventh  Year  of 
his  Age.  He  lived  Eighteen  Years  in  that 
Country,  Seven  of  them  in  the  Academy 
of  Siena^  and  other  Places  of  Study,  and 
the  Remainder  at  the  Court  of  Florence^ 
where  his  Royal  Highnefs  honoured  him 
with  the  Order  of  St.  Stephen. 

This  is  mentioned  to  apprize  the  Rea- 
der of  his  being  Mailer  of  the  Italian^  but 

at 
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at  the  fame  Time,  he  wifhes  that  what 
he  has  acquired  in  that  Language,  may 
not  have  been  at  tlie  Expence  of  his  Mo- 
ther Tongue.  Apprehenfive  of  this  he 
had  procured  a  couple  of  Sheets  to  be  done 
in  a  very  elegant  Style  -,  but  in  perufing 
them  he  found  he  had  loft  Guicciardini , 
Wherefore,  confidering  that  the  Pidlure  of 
a  Friend,  though  not  fo  finely  coloured, 
would  be  preferable  to  another,  lefs  refem- 
bling,  tho*  more  highly  f5nifhed,he  imagi- 
ned the  Public  might  be  much  better  pleafed 
with  a  true  and  juft  Tranflation,  than  with 
a  polite  and  eloquent  Paraphrafe.  He  flat- 
ters himfelf  that  his  Verfion  will  be  found 
intelligible  to  every  EngliJJj  Reader;  if 
he  has  adhered  too  clofely  to  the  Italian 
Phrafeology ;  he  hopes  he  has  thereby 
better  preferved  the  Force  of  the  iluthor's 
Meaning,  which  muft  otherwife  in  fome 
Places  have  been  loft.  If  he  finds  that 
his  Firft  Performance  is  well  received,  he 
may  hereafter,  from  feveral  Manufcripts, 
give  the  Public  many  curious  Anecdot^^ 
relating  to  the  Affairs  of  Italy, 
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Francefco   Guicciardini^ 


Taken  chiefly  from  Signior  Domenico  Manni 
of  Florence. 

KX^)^MONGST  the  many  Noble 
^  A  fL  Families  which  adorn  the  City 
^^"5^  of  Florence^  that  of  the  Guicci- 
ardini  may  be  well  placed  in  the  firft 
Rank,  both  for  its  Antiquity,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Great  Men  it  has  produced. 
Several  of  them  have  been  fent  on  Em- 
baflies,  and  employed  in  the  mofl:  impor- 
tant Pofls  pf  the  State.  They  reckon  Six- 
teen GG7ifalonieri^  which  was  formerly  the 
Supreme  Dignity  in  the  RepubHc,  for  the 
A  Senatorial 
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Senatorial  Order  was  not  infUtuted  till 
the  Year  1 532,  when  Forty-Eight  Senators 
were  created  with  the  Sovereign  at  their' 
Head. 

The  ftately  Palace  of  the  Guicciar- 
dini  flill  remains,  and  gives  Name  to 
the  Street  where  it  flands,  near  which  is 
the  Old  Church  of  Santa  Felicita,  adorn- 
ed with  many  of  their  Devices,  and  has 
many  Chaplains  in  thdr  Gifts.  They 
were  Lords  of  fevers^||Paftles  in  P^al- 
dipefa  ever  fince  the  Year  11 50.  That 
of  Popia?20  was  fold  by  Nicola  Guic- 
ciardtni  in  1445,  for 'Three  Thoufand 
Florins  to  Galeazzo  jyialatejla  of  PefarOy 
and  bought  again  into  the  Family,  in 
1449,  by  Jacopo  and  Piero,  but  now 
they  have  only  the  Prefcntation  to  th« 
Chief  Church. 

From  fuch  noble  Blood  then  fprung 
our  Francejco.  His  Father's  Name  was 
Piero,  a  famous  Lawyer,  and  a  valiant 
Officer,  who  was  appointed  Commiflary 
General  of  the  FlorentineSy  and  after- 
wards. 
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wards,  in  1501,  being  fent  Ambaffador 
to  Leo  the  Tenth,  difplayed  fuch  Elo- 
quence in  a  Speech  he  made  to  the 
Pontiff,  that  the  Audience  affirmed, 
None  but  the  tkrentines  were  compleat 
Orators.  This  confirms  what  an  Hifto- 
rian  has  writ.  That  our  Francefco  was  en- 
dued with  an  hereditary  Eloquence  :  For 
yacopo^  Fiero%  Father,  was  alfo  a  learned 
Man  as  well  as  a  great  General, 

I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  make 
this  Preamble,  to  give  a  greater  Luflre  to 
the  Character  of  Francejco :  For  although 
one  cannot  well  aiTert  that  Virtue  is  here- 
ditary, yet  to  have  before  our  Eyes  the 
glorious  Deeds  of  our  Ancellors,  is  a  great 
Encouragement  to  endeavour  to  attain  it  : 
For  this  Reafon  Varro  thought  it  com- 
mendable, and  ufeful  to  the  State,  that 
Men,  like  Alexa^ider,  (hpuld  imagine  them- 
felves  Sons  of  fome  Deity,  that,  infpired 
with  lb  high  a  Notion,  they  might  difdain 
to  attend  to  mean  Employments. 

Simon  A  Gianfili  azzi,  the  Mo- 
ther of  Francejco,  and  feven  other  Chil- 
A  2  dren, 
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dren,  was  alfo  defcended  of  an  ancient 
and  noble  Family.  As  for  the  Time  of 
his  Birth,  and  fome  other  Particulars  re- 
lating to  the  Author's  Life,  they  cannot 
be  better  afcertained,  than  by  tranfcribing 
the  Relation  Fra?Tce/co  gives  of  himfelf,  in 
a  Manufcript  of  his  own  Hand- Writing, 
dill  extant,  which  is  as  follows. 

*'  I  Francesco  GuicciARDiNi, 
"  Do6tor  of  Civil  and  Common  Law, 
"  was  born  the  6  th  of  March,  1482, 
*'  in  Florence,  about  Teh  of  the  Clock  : 
*'  The  Name  of  Francejco  was  given  me, 
"  in  Memory  of  Francejco  Nerli  my  Fa- 
**  ther's  Grand-father,  by  his  Mother's 
"  Side  :  I  was  alfo  Chriflened  by  the 
"  Name  of  Thojnas,  the  Day  I  was  born 
**  happening  to  be  the  Feftival  of  Saint 
"  T^bomas  Aquinas,  My  Godfathers  were 
"  M.  Maijilio  Ficino,  the  greateft  Fla- 
"  tonic  Philofopher  then  in  the  Univerfe, 
"  Giova7ini  Canacci,  and  Fiero  del  No^o, 
"  both  like  wife  Philofophers. 

"  In  the  Year  149S,  about  the  End 
''  of  November,  I  began  to  fludy  the  Civil 
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'^  Law,  and  that  Year  at  Florence  I  heard 
*'  the  Inflitutes  from  M.  Jacopo  Modejli  of 
"  Carmigiiano^  for  that  Study  was  loft  in 
''  Fifa. 

"  RiNiERi  GuicciARDiNi,  rny  I/ncle, 

*'  was  Arch-deacon  of  the  Mietropolitan 

"  Church  of  Flore^ice^  and  Bifhop  of  C(?r- 

"  tona\  his  Benefices  yielded  him  near 

"  Fifteen  Hundred  Ducats  a  Year,  and 

"  moil  People  imagined,  when  he  was 

"  taken  ill,  that  he  would  make  over  to 

^'  mc  his  beft  Benefices,  which   I  very 

*'  much  defired,  not  from  an  Inclination 

*^  to  lead   an  idle  Life,    but   becaufe    I 

"  thought  that  being  young,  I  might  be. 

"  in  the  Way  of  obtaining  rich  Prefer- 

' '  ments  in  the  Church,  with  Hopes  fome- 

"  time  or  other  to  be  made  a  Cardinal. 

'.'  Rijtieri  was   not  inclined  to   make   a 

''  Renunciation,  yet  he  would  have  made 

"  it  in  Reverfion,  efpecially  if  my  Father, 

''  for  whom  he  had  a  great  Regard,   had 

V'  prelled  him  to  it.     But  though  he  had 

'^  Five  Sons,  he  did  not  care  that  any  of 
'* '  them  fliould  take  to  the  Church  y  be- 
A3                   <'  cayfe. 
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"  caufe  he  thought  the  Difcipline  very 

*'  much  negledted,   and  therefore  chofe 

'*  rather  to  lofe  the  prefent  Opportunity 

**  of  preferring  a  Child  that  way,  than 

"  to  fully  his  Confcience,  by  making  a 

*'  Son  of  his  a  Prielfl,  with  a  View  to 

'*  Grandeur  and  Riches :    This  was  the 

"  true  Reafon  that   guided  him,   and  I 

**  was  obliged  to  fubmit. 

'^  The  j  ^th  of  Novemier,  1505,  Ire- 
**  ceived  my  Degrees  in  the  Chapter  of 
'*  St.  Lawrence,  m  the  College  of  the  Stu- 
*'  dents  zt  Pifoy  ered:ed  in  1497:  But  I 
"  chofe  only  to  be  Dodtor  of  the  Civil 
**  Law,  becaufe  I  thought  the  Canon  of 
"  little  Importance :  My  Sponfors  were 
**  M.  Antonio  Malagonelll,  M.  Franc efco 
*'  Tepi,  and  M.  Vittorio  Soderini,  and 
**  the  fame  Morning  I  read  my  Ledure.'* 

S  o  far  Guiccia7'di?2rs  Manufcript. 

In  the  23d  Year  of  his  Age,  he  was 
appointed  a  ProfefTor  of  the  Inftitutes  at 
Florence,  with  a  competent  Salary  for  thofe 
Days,  and  foon  eftablifhed  fuch  a  Cha- 
ra(ftcr,  that  he  was  confulted  and  prefer- 
red 
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red  to  all  other  Lawyers  his  Contempo- 
raries. 

Antonio  Cioffi  gives  him  the 
Name  of  ClariJJimus  Jurifconfultus,  [a  moft 
eminent  Lawyer.]  Many  of  his  Opinions 
are  yet  extant,  and  are  preferved  in  the  fa- 
mous Library  of  Sig.  Carlo  T^omafo  Strozziy 
a  Gentleman,  to  whoni  all  Lovers  of 
Arts  and  Erudition  are  very  much  in- 
debted. 

In  the  Year  1506,  Giiicciardini  mSiV' 
ried  Maria^  Daughter  of  Alemanno  Eve- 
rardo  Sahiati,  without  comparifon  th^ 
greateft  Man  in  Florence, 

In  1507,  he  was  chofen  by  many 
Cities  of  the  State  for  their  Standing 
Counfellor,  and  two  Years  after  made 
Advocate  of  the  Florentine  Chapter, 
which  was  a  very  honourable  Employ- 
ment, both  for  its  Dignity,  and  be^ 
caufe  it  had  always  been  filled  with  the 
mort  learned  Counfellors  of  the  City, 
In  1509,  he  was  elected  Advocate  of 
A  4  thg 
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the  Order  of  the  Camaldoli^  and  conti- 
nued in  this  way  of  Life  until  the  Year 
1 5 1 1 ,  when  the  Supreme  Magiftracy 
thought  proper  to  make  ufe  of  his  Ta- 
lents in  a  more  public  Manner. 

The  French  and  Spaniards  had  entered 
into  a  League  againfl  the  Italiam^  and  the 
Florentines  were  very  much  perplexed,  not 
being  determined  whether  they  fliould 
engage  in  the  League,  or  remain  neuter. 
On  this  Occaiion  they  appointed  our  Fran- 
cejco  AmbafTador  to  Ferdinando  King  of 
Spain ^  to  treat  about  this  and  feveral  other 
important  Affairs ;  as  he  mentions  in 
the  loth  Book  of  his  Hiftory.  He 
left  Florence  in  'January^  151 2,  and 
after  a  profperous  Journey  came  to 
BurgoSy  'vvhere  the  King  refided,  and 
remained  two  Years  at  his  Court  : 
A  large  Field  was  here  opened  for  his 
Improvement  in  the  Management  of  Af- 
fairs :  Many  Events  happened  in  that 
Time,  which  came  within  his  Province 
to  negotiate  ;  fuch  as  the  taking  and 
plundering  of  Ravenna  and  Prato  by  the 
Spaniards^  the  depofing  of  Piero  Sodcrini^ 

and 
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and  the  Reftoration  of  the  Family  of  the 
Medici  :  What  concerned  thefe  and  other 
Negotiations  was  tranfad:ed  by  him  with 
univerfal  Applaufe,  and  the  Republic  had 
iuch  an  Opinion  of  his  Capacity,  that, 
though  feveral  Occurrences  of  Importance 
happened  in  that  Time,  they  never  fent 
any  other  Minifler. 

The  King  was  alfo  intirely  fatisiied 
with  his  Behaviour  ;  a  Proof  of  which 
was  the  great  Quantity  of  fine  wrought 
Plate,  he  made  him  a  Prefent  of  at  his 
Departure.  On  his  Return,  at  Fiacenza 
he  heard  the  melancholly  News  of  his 
•Father's  Death,  which  was  fomething  al- 
leviated by  the  unufual  Marks  of  Honour 
and  Refpedl  paid  him  when  he  came  to 
Florence, 

On  the  i'^'Clx  oi December^  ^^^^^  Leo 
the  Tenth  made  his  pompous  Entry  into 
Florence^  accompanied  by  a  great  Number 
of  Cardinals.  Guicciardini  had  been  de- 
puted by  the  Republic  to  go  and  receive 
him  at  Ccrtona^  where  the  Pope,  taken  by 
his  engaging  Behaviour,  or  convinced,  on 

this 
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this  Occafion,  of  the  Truth  of  what  Fame 
had  fpread  of  his  Abilities,  the  Day  after 
his  Arrival,  of  his  own  accord,  in  a  Con- 
gregation of  Cardinals,  declared  him  Ad- 
vocate of  the  Confiftory.  When  he  came 
to  Florence,  he  conferred  indeed  the  fame 
Dignity  on  Vincenzo  Paleotti  of  Bologniay 
a  learned  Lawyer,  who  was  Council  to 
the  King  of  England,  and  on  Lancellotto 
Politi  of  Siena,  afterwards  Archbifhop  of 
Con  fa :  But  what  is  here  faid,  is  to  fliew 
that  Guicciardini  was  the  iirfl  who  re- 
ceived this  Honour,  and  that  by  the  Re- 
commendation only  of  his  own  Merit. 

The  Pope's  Favours  did  not  flop 
here ;  for  not  long  after  he  fent  for 
him  to  come  to  Rome,  with  a  View  of 
employing  him  where  he  might  beft  dif- 
play  his  Talents.  In  1518,  he  gave 
him  the  Government  of  Modena  and 
Reggio,  which  in  that  perilous  Time  was 
a  Place  of  Truft,  and  required  vaft  Cir- 
cumfpecflion ;  which  he  ihewed  himfelf 
Mafler  of,  by  deluding  with  a  prudent 
Dexterity  the  Perfon,  who,  relying  on  his 
Youth,  and  Unexperience  in  Military  Af- 
fairs, 
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fairs,  endeavoured  to  make  himfclf  Mailer 
of  Reggio. 

In  1 52 1,  Guicciardint^  good  Con- 
dud;  in  his  Office  obtained  him  the 
Government  of  Far  may  from  v^hence 
Bocchi  v^rites  he  drove  away  the  French^ 
and  confirmed  the  Farmifans  in  their 
Obedience  and  Submiffion  -,  which  prov- 
ed a  very  difficult  Taflc  ;  for  it  was 
when  the  Holy  See  was  vacant  by  the 
Death  of  Leo-,  and  when  the  People  he 
commanded  were  full  of  Fears,  difheart- 
ned,  and  unarmed.  He  retained  the  fame 
Poft  under  Adrian  the  Sixth,  to  whom  he 
difcovered  the  dangerous  Defigns  oi  Al- 
berto Fio  da  Carpiy  and  got  him  removed 
from  the  Government  of  Reggio  and  Ru" 
biera,  Giulio  de  Medici^  who  took  the 
Name  of  Clement  the  Seventh,  as  foon 
as  he  was  exalted  to  the  Pontificate, 
confirmed  him  in  that  Government. 
In  the  Year  1523,  he  prevented 
the  Duke  of  Ferrara  from  feizing  on 
Alodejia-y  in  acknowledgment  of  which 
the  Pope  made  him  Governor  of  that 
Place,  and  Prelident  of  RomagJia^  with  an 
unlimited  Authority  :    This  was  a  Place 

of 
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of  great  Dignity  and  Power,  yet  it  was  a 
very  laborious  and  dangerous  Situation, 
confideringtheCircumflancesoftheTimes, 
the  Enmities  and  Fadiions  running  fo 
high  :  But  his  Prudence  not  only  over- 
came all  thefe  Difficulties,  but  in  the  midfl 
of  them  he  found  means  to  contribute  to 
the  Conveniency  and  Delight  of  the  In-.. 
habitants,  by  embellifliing  their  Towns 
that  lay  almoft  in  Rubbifli,  with  good, 
Houfes,  and  magnificent  Edifices.  This 
rendered  his  Name  fo  acceptable  to  thofe 
People,  that  they  were  overjoyed,  when, 
after  a  farther  Promotion  of  Guicciardini^ 
they  underftood  he  was  to  be  fucceeded  in 
his  Government  by  his  Brother.  This 
happened  the  6th  of  '^une^  1526,  when 
the  Pope,  by  a  Brief,  declared  him  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  all  his  Troops  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  State,  with  an  Authority 
over  his  Forces  in  other  Parts  alio,  that 
were  under  the  Command  of  any  Captain - 
General ;  wherefore  Girolamo  in  his  Ninth 
Book  writes,  **  When  in  1527,  the  Citizens 
of  Ra'venna  had  reafon  to  fear  the  intire 
Deftrudion  of  their  Qoxxntry ^Guicciardi?iiy 
Commander  of  the  Pope's    and   all  the 

Confederate 
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Confedetate  Forces,  came  to  our  Aid." 
There  is  an  original  Letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Milan  ilill  preferved  in  the  Family,  di- 
refted,  Illujirijfimo  Domino  Fra?icifco  Giiic- 
ciardino  Locumtenenti  Pontificio  &  tanqiiam 
Patri  ho?ior.  In  Cajlris  SanBiJJimce  Liga  ; 
and  ends  De  V.  S.  come  filio  Francefco  2do 
Sf.  Fifcofife  Duca  di  Milano ;  and  another 
from  the  King  of  France,  with  this  ho- 
nourable Addrefs,  A  mon  Coufm  Francijco 
Giiicciardini,  Goiiverneur  Gen,  du  Pape. 

GuicciARDiNi,  according  to  Bocchi^ 
was  excellent  both  in  the  Cabinet  and  Camp, 
and  as  S  dpi  one  Amii^ato  obferves,  it  was 
impoffible  he  fhould  be  otherwife,  when 
one  coniiders  the  different  Employments 
and  Negotiations  he  was  trufted  with,  and 
the  many  Confultations,  both  Civil  and 
Military,  at  which  he  was  prefent.  Pof- 
Jevi?20  writes,  that  he  was  very  well  verfed 
in  all  Affairs  concerning  Peace  or  War ; 
and  Beneditto  Varchi,  in  his  Hiftory,  has 
this  Paragraph,  "  Francefco  Guicciardiniy 
befides  his  Nobility,  befides  his .  Riches, 
befides  his  Degrees,  befides  his  having 
l3een   Governor,   and  Lieutenant-General 

of 
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of  the  Pope,  was  alfo  highly  efleemed, 
not  only  for  his  Knowledge,  but  alfo  for 
the  Experience  he  had  of  Civil  Affairs, 
and  Political  Tranfadlions,  a  Subjedt  he 
talked  and  judged  of  extremely  well." 
Dominico  Mellini^  in  the  Defcription  he 
gives  of  Queen  Giovanna  of  Aujirtd^  En- 
try into  Florence^  calls  him  a  Man  of 
Prudence,  and  well  verfed  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  grand  Aifairs,  relating  to  Govern- 
ment. Sanfevi?io  thus  confirms  all  that 
had  been  faid  by  others.  "  The  Pope,  and 
other  Princes  in  the  Alliance,  were  fo  fen- 
fible  of  his  Integrity  and  Abilities,  that, 
by  their  Authority,  he  opened  all  their 
Letters  that  pafled  through  his  Hand, 
whilft  he  was  in  the  Field,  and  corredled 
and  altered  their  Orders  as  he  thought  the 
Exigency  of  Affairs  required.  Bocchi  in 
another  Place  calls  him  one  of  the  greatefl 
Men  in  Italy  \  which,  indeed,  Guicciardini 
has  proved  himfelf  to  be  in  the  two  excel- 
lent Books  he  has  writ,  in  titled  Political 
and  Military  Adijeriijhne?its, 

No  wonder  if  a  Man  of  fuch  Parts  was 
courted  by  all  the  Learned  :   It  were  to 

be 
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be  wifhed,  that  we  could  look  into  his 
Correfpondence ;  but  as  his  Letters,  by 
fatal  Negligence,  have  periihed,  our  Cu- 
riolity,  in  this  Point,  can  only  be  fatisfied 
by  fome  written  to  him  -,  a  Part  of  thefe 
are  from  Cardinal  Pietro  Bemio,  Secretary 
to  Leo  X.  and  are  to  be  feen  in  his  printed 
Letters,  and  others  from  Bernardo  Tajfoy 
amongil:  which  is  that  famous  Sonette  in 
Guicciardini^  Praife,  which  is  printed  in 
his  Works. 

Arno  ben  puoi  il  tuo  Natio  Soggior?20 
Lafcia  nell  Apenino^  6cc, 

It  appears  from  the  Letters  of  Bembo, 
that  he  pofTeiTed  the  agreeable  Art  of  en- 
gaging the  AfFedlions,  both  of  private 
Perfons  and  Princes :  All  our  Hiilories 
make  mention  of  the  Pains  he  took  in  the 
Year  1527,  to  quell  a  dangerous  Infur-  . 
region  in  Florence^  when  the  Army  of  the 
League  was  there,  under  the  Conftable 
of  Bourbon^  at  which  Juncture  that  City 
would  probably  have  been  facked,  and  a 
great  Part  of  the  Nobility  murthered,  if 
Francefco,  by  his   Interpolition,  Counfel, 

and 
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and  fmooth  Speeches,  had  not  prevent* 
ed  it. 


S  c  I  p  I  o  N  E  A  M  M I R  A  T  o,  the  elder,  in 
his  fine  dedicatory  Epiftle  to  the  great 
Duke  of  Tufcany^  expreffes  himfelf  thus, 
Gutcciardmi  explains  the  Caufes  and 
Reafons  of  Things  fo  juftly,  praifes  the 
good  Adtions,  and  blames  the  bad,  fo 
free  from  Malice,  Prejudice,  or  Envy, 
and  lays  before  the  Eyes  of  the  Rea- 
ders, the  Cuftoms  and  Qiialities  of  Per- 
fons,  in  fuch  proper  Colours,  and  all  this 
with  fuch  Decorum  and  Majefly,  that 
he  creates  rather  Wonder  and  Arto- 
nifhment,  than  Hopes  of  equalling, 
much  lefs  furpaffing  him :  He  feems  to 
have  been  the  only  one,  that  in  this  cor- 
rupt and  flattering  Age  underflood, 
and  was  thorough  Mailer  of  what  be- 
longs to  the  Oiiice  of  an  Fliftorian  :  He 
banifhed  all  human  Prejudices,  and  feat- 
ing  himfelf  on  the  mod:  venerable  Chair 
of  Truth,  like  a  fevere  Cenfor,  who  is 
to  pafs  Judgment,  not  on  Citizens,  but 
on  all  the  mighty  Kings  and  Princes  on 
Earth,  ccndcm^^is  one,  blames  another, 

''  ab- 


THEAUTHOR.  xvli 

«'  abfolves  a  third  5  others  he  exalts  with 
^'  the  higheft  Encomiums,  equalling  them 
«  in  a  manner  with  celeftial  Beings.  It 
"  is  not  then  to  be  wondered,  that  his 
"  Hiftory,  tranflated  into  all  the  beft 
"  Languages,  flies  all  over  Europe,  ad- 
"  ding  Courage  to  the  Brave,  repri- 
"  manding  the  Poltroons,  counfelling 
"  Republics,  admonifliing  Princes,  re- 
"  draining  Subjects  within  Bounds,  and 
"  intruding  Mankind  in  general." 

Bernardo  SegnI  writes,  that  he  was 
the  chief  Favorite  of  Pope  Clement;  that  in 

153 1,  he  made  him  Governor  oi Bologna^ 
and  was  the  iirfl:Layman,who  had  been  fent 
to  govern  that  City.  He  was  in  this  Poft, 
when  the  Pope  made  his  fplendid  Entry 
into  Bologna^    on   the  8  th  of  December, 

1532,  w^here  he  was  met  on  the  13th  of 
the  fame  Month  by  Charles  V.  Our  Hi- 
florian  afTiflied  at  the  pompous  Coronation 
of  the  Emperor,  on  St.  Matthias^  Day, 
with  feveral  Princes  that  came  to  this  So- 
lemnity, from  whom  he  received  many 
Civilities,    every  one  courting  his  Com- 
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pany,  for  the  Benefit  they  received  from 
his  inflrudive  Converfation. 

One  Day  the  Emperor  being  informed, 
that  Guiccia?'dini  attended  his  Levee,  he 
gave  immediate  Orders  for  his  being  ad- 
mitted into  his  Dreffing-Room,  and  con- 
verfed  with  him  on  the  Subjedl  of  the 
Hiftory  he  v^^as  engaged  in.  In  the  mean 
Time,  one  of  the  Courtiers  informed  his 
Majefty,  that  a  Murmur  was  rifen  amongfl 
feveral  Perfons  of  Quality,  and  Officers  of 
the  Army,  who,  for  many  Days  together^ 
had  been  defiring  an  Audience,  without 
being  allowed  that  Honour.  The  Em- 
peror, holding  Guicciardini  by  the  Hand, 
entered  the  Drawing-Room,  and  thus  ad- 
dreffed  the  Company.  "  Gentlemen  !  I 
am  informed  that  you  think  it  llrange  that 
I  gave  AdmifTion  to  Guicciardini  before 
you  ',  but  I  defire  you  would  confider,  that 
in  one  Hour  I  can  create  an  Hundred  No- 
bles, and  a  like  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
Army,  but  I  cannot  produce  fuch  an  Hi- 
ftorian  in  the  Space  of  Twenty  Years. 
To  what  purpofe  ferve  the  Pains  which 

you 
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you  take,  to  execute  your  refpedive  Func- 
tions in  the  Camp  or  in  the  Council,  if 
Hiftorians,  for  the  Inftrudion  of  your  De- 
fcendants,  do  not  tranfmit  an  Account  of 
your  Condud  to  Pofterity  ?  Who  are  they, 
who  have  informed  Mankind  of  the  he- 
roic Adions  of  your  Anceftors,  butHiilo- 
rians?  It  is  ncceffary  then  to  honour 
them,  that  they  may  be  encouraged  to 
convey  the  Knov^ledge  of  your  illuflrious 
Deeds  to  Futurity.  Thus,  Gentlemen ! 
you  ought  neither  to  be  offended  nor  fur- 
prized  at  my  Regard  for  Guicciardiiii^  fince 
you  have  as  much  Interefl  in  his  Province 
as  mvfelf." 

By  Letters  writ  to  him  by  Fietro  Bemho^ 
we  are  informed,  that  Guicciardini  lived 
fometimes  2XBologna^  and  fometimes.atF/(?-. 
retice^  according  as  the  Affairs  of  the  Public 
required.  In  February^  1 532,  he  fent  a  Let- 
ter to  Florence^  containing  fome  Inftruc- 
tions ;  and  in  Aprils  he  was  ordered  by 
the  Pope  to  come  and  reform  the  State, 
and  put  Alejjandro  in  PoiTeilion  of  that 
Government.  He  obtained  from  Clement^ 
when  he  was  at  Bologna^  a  Brief,  in  which 
b  2  were 
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were  contained  many  Privileges,  both  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  for  himfelf,  and  his 
Wife,  and  their  neareft  Relations.  Not- 
withftanding  his  prudent  Government, 
Varchi  obferves,  that  there  were  feveral  in 
Bologna  diffatisfied  with  his  Severity,  and 
in  general  they  difliked  to  have  a  Lay- 
man for  their  Superior  ^  but  this  muft  be 
faid  in  his  Excufe,  that  in  thofe  tumultu- 
ous Times  he  was  obliged  to  keep  every 
one,  without  Exception,  in  Subjed;ion, 
by  which  Means  he  quieted  tliat  turbulent 
City,  v/hich  he  could  not  have  efFcdted  by 
Mildnefs. 

H  E  was  in  tlois  Government,  at  the 
Death  of  Cleme^itYll.  in  1534,  when  he 
defpifed  the  impending  Danger  that  he 
was  threatned  with  by  his  Enemies  for  bis 
Severity  J  they  concealed  their  Anger  in  the 
Pope's  Life-time,  but  now  feemed  deter- 
mined to  take  their  Revenge. 

A  s  he  was  not  only  a  wife,  but  alfo  a 
couragious  Magifbrate,  he  raifed  immedi- 
ately a  Thoufand  Men,  puniflied  fome  of 
the  Mutineers,  and  provided  for  the  Safe- 
ty 
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ty  of  himfelf  and  his  Friends  ;  in  doing  of 
which  he  put  in  pradlice  this  Dodtrine, 
contained  in  his  Fourteenth  Precept, 

"  He  who  does  not  underftand  how  to 
govern  Cities^and  PeopkjOught  to  be  taught. 
That  by  punifhing  a  few  he  may  quiet  the 
refl."  And  in  his  Fifty-feventh  Precept, 
he  fays,  *'  Man  cannot  well  be  governed 
without  Severity,  becaufe  the  Malignity 
of  Human  Nature  requires  it  3  but  at  the 
fame  Time  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  Rigor  is  not  pleaflng  to  him 
that  punifhes,  but  made  ufe  of  out  of 
NecefTity,  and  for  the  public  Welfare." 

After  the  Death  of  Pope  Clement^ 
Guicciardini  was  refolved  to  quit  that  Go- 
vernment, as  he  apprehended  the  People 
would  no  longer  fubmit  to  his  Commands; 
but  the  Senate  having  coniidered  that  ma- 
ny Diforders  might  happen,  if  they  were 
left  without  a  Governor  in  the  Time  of 
the  vacant  See,  they  befeeched  him  to 
continue,  promifing  he  iliould  have  all 
Ailiftance  ^-equiiite;  to  which  he  at  laft 
{;onfented<t 

b  3  Bv-p 
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But  fcveral  Noblemen  were  highly 
diffatisfied  with  him,  and  among  the  reft 
Galeazzo  Cajlelli^  and  Girolamo  Pepoli^  who 
till  now  had  been  Fugitives.  As  foon  as 
Clement  was  dead,  they  came  into  Bologna 
at  Noon-day,  in  a  daring  Manner,  accom- 
panied by  feveral  of  their  Friends,  and  by 
fome  out-lawed  Perfons,  well  armed.  This 
Manner  of  proceeding  was  very  difplea- 
fing  to  the  Governor,  who  looked  upon  it 
as  done  in  contempt  of  his  Perfon,  and 
therefore  meditated  how  to  refent  the  Af- 
front. One  Evening  two  profcribed  Fe- 
lons, who  were  under  Pepoli's  Protedlion, 
were  taken  up  by  the  Officers  as  they  were 
walking  the  Streets,  and  carried  to  Prifon : 
Gukciardtni^  without  any  farther  Procefs, 
ordered  them  to  be  immediately  executed. 
Count  Gii'olamo  Pepoli,  in  great  Wrath, 
got  a  Number  of  his  Friends  together, 
and  was  going  in  queft  of  the  Governor  to 
feek  his  Revenge  3  but  the  Senate  fent 
fome  of  their  Members  to  Pepoli,  to  de- 
fire  him  to  return  to  his  Houfe,  and  not 
occafion  a  Tumult,  which  he  complied 
with  for  fear  of  difobliging  the  Senate. 

So 
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-  So  far  Pompeo  Vizzaniy  an.Hiftorlan  of 
pologna;  who  alfo  relates  that  Guicciar- 
4ini  ever  after  owed  the Bo/ognefe  a  Grudge, 
Remigio  adds,  that  as  foon  as  Guicciar^ 
^ini  was  apprifed  that  a  new  Governor  was 
appointed,  he  refolved  to  quit  the  Town; 
and  although  the  Pepoli  threatened  his  De- 
ftrudlion,  becaufe  he  had  hanged  two  of 
their  Bravo's,  yet  he  took  with  him  but 
a  few  Horfemen,  befides  his  own  Ser- 
vants ;  and  as  it  was  his  dired:  Road,  he 
would  not  avoid  paffing  by  thePalace  of  the 
Pepoli',  but,  contrary  to  the  Expectation  of 
every  Body,  they  remained  quiet,  without 
giving  him  any  Diflurbanceinthe  Journey, 

After  this  happened  the  tragical 
and  unexpecfted  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Florence,  on  which  occafion  the  Senate 
affembled,  and  our  Francefco,  who  was 
in  all  the  fecret  Conferences,  had  Influ- 
ence enough  to  procure  the  Eledlion  of 
Co/mo,  Son  of  Giovanni  de  Medici,  which 
gave  Occalion  to  Giorgio  Vajfari  to 
place  him  next  to  the  Duke^  in  his  fine 
b  4.  Paint- 
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Painting  in  the  old  Palace,    reprefenting 
this  Eledion. 

Whilst  this  Prince  governed,  Guicci- 
ardini  lived  retired,  without  meddling  in 
public  Affairs,  unlefs  when  his  Advice 
was  required.  All  he  now  defired  was 
^  quiet  Recefs,  that  he  might  have  leifure 
to  continue  his  Hiftory,  already  begun,  to 
which  he  wi^s  earneftly  follicited  by  Ja- 
copoNardiy  who  was  himfelf  a  famous 
Jiiflorian. 

B  u  T  in  the  midft  of  his  Retirement, 
Pope  Paul  III.  coming  from  Nice^  paffed 
^xo  Florence-y  where,firil  in  Perfon,then  by 
Letters,  and,  at  laft,  by  means  of  Cardinal 
Ducci.ht  earneftly  endeavoured  to  perfuade, 
I  may  fay,  even  prelfed  him,  to  come  to 
Rome :  But  he  refifled  all  Entreaties,  and 
all  the  advantagious  Offers  that  were  made 
him,  which  entirely  difcredits  what  Varchi 
has  writ  of  his  Avarice  and  Ambition. 
But  as  many  are  apt  to  judge  of  inward 
Motives  from  outward  Appearances,  they 
imagined  his  Refufal  proceeded  from  his 
teing  married,  and  without  Sons,  which 

made 
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made  it  impradlicable,  either  for  him,  or 
his  Defcendants,  to  become  Prelates  or 
Cardinals.  He  might  alfo  confider,  that,  as 
there  was  no  good  Harmony  between  his 
Matter  and  the  Pope,  it  would  not  be 
decent  in  him  to  quit  the  former,  and 
ferve  the  latter.  But  the  chief  Reafon 
feems  to  have  been  the  natural  Defire,  that 
Men,  fatiated  with  Bufinefs,  have  for  the 
Sweets  of  Retirement  5  on  which  being 
fully  determined,  he  difengaged  himfelf 
from  the  Pope's  Sollicitations  in  a  hand- 
fome  Manner,  and  gave  himfelf  up  en- 
tirely to  the  finifliing  of  his  Hiflory  at 
Emma^  his  delightful  Country-houfe,  of- 
ten mentioned  by  the  Hiflorians,  becaufe 
it  was  his,  and  memorable  even  then  for 
the  Encampment  and  Quarters  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange ^  at  the  Siege  of  Florence y 
in  1529. 

Our  Author  enjoyed  but  a  Ihort  Time 
the  Tranquillity  and  Peace  of  Mind  he 
expeded  tq  find  in  his  Retirement :  For 
he  died  the  27th  of  Ma)\  1540,  in  the 
59th  Year  of  his  Age,  and,  as  reported,  of 
Grief.    For  the  Duke,  in  whofe  Eledion  he 

had 
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had  fo  much  interefted  himfelf,  put  h\ 
pradlice  all  the  Methods  he  could  devife, 
to  opprefs  the  remaining  Spirit  of  Liberty 
in  his  Country,  which  he  efFe(5ted  by  im- 
poverifliing  his  Subjeds.  In  the  Time  of 
the  Republic,  no  Nobleman  was  qualified 
for  any  Poft  in  the  Government,  till  he 
had  made  himfelf  Member  of  one  of 
the  feveral  Trading  Companies  in  Florence* 
This  Regulation  making  it  no  Difgrace  for 
a  Gentleman  to  keep  a  Shop  in  the  Wholefale 
way,  the  Trade  of  Florence  was  become  fo 
extenfive,  as  to  render  it  one  of  the  richeft 
Cities  in  Europe,  At  Pi/a  is  fhewn  to 
this  Day  the  Place,  from  whence  they  fay 
thd  Florentine  Gallies  fet  out,  once  every 
Year,  with  Woolen  Goods  for  EngJajidy 
which  they  reached,  by  coafting  along  the 
French^    Spanijhy    and    Portugal    Shores^ 

Duke  Cofmo,  to  leflen  this  Trade,  pro- 
moted the  Noblemen  to  places  of  Honour 
and  Profit,  without  requiring  the  forefaid 
Qualification,  and  eredled  the  Order  of 
St.  Stephen,  from  which  all  Traders  were 
excluded.  I  n 

*  Noblemen  in  //«/y,  are  no  more  than  what  we  call 
the  Gentry  ;  and  though  there  is  a  vecy  great  Number  of 
Marquifles  and  Counts,  yet,  as  in  lia/y  there  is  no  Prece- 
dence amongll  Gcntlernen,they  claim  no  particular  Ra^k. 
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I N  the  Inftitution  of  this  Order,  he 
followed  the  Plan  of  that  of  Mahay  the 
moft  material  Difference  between  the  two 
confifting  only  in  the  Article  of  Celibacy ; 
for  like  them  the  Knights  of  St.  Stephen. 
make  Proof  of  their  Birth,  fight  againft 
the  T^urkSy  and  enjoy  Commenderies,  As 
the  fagacious  Duke  knew  the  Paffion  of 
Mankind  for  tranfmitting  their  Titles  to 
their  Pojflerity,  he  made  a  Decree,  That 
any  Gentleman  who  would  ered:  a  Com-- 
menderie  upon  his  Eftate  of  no  lefs  Value 
than  Ten  Thoufand  Crowns,  He,  and 
his  eldeil  Heirs  Male,  fhould  enjoy  it 
with  the  Title  of  Commendeurs,  But 
in  Failure  of  Male  Iffue,  fuch  Commende-- 
vies  fhould  devolve  to  the  Order,  which  in 
the  Courfe  of  fo  many  Years  has  greatly 
enriched  it.  The  Grand  Mafter,  who  is 
now  the  prefent  Emperor,  has  all  thefe 
Commenderies  in  his  Difpofal. 

The  Duke,  to  allure  his  Gentry  into 
this  new  Order,  endowed  the  Knights  with 
many  valuable  Privileges,  and  amongft 
the  reft  that  of  no  Executions  being  per- 
mitted to  take  Place  againft  either  their 

Perfons 
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Perfons  or  Effeds.  Thefe  Privileges, 
together  with  a  natural  Paflion  the  ItalU 
ansy  as  much  as  any  other  Nation, 
have  for  Titles,  induced  great  Numbers 
of  the  Tufcan  Nobility  to  retire  from  Trade, 
whereby  many  Noble  Families  are  impo- 
verifhed,  and  rendered  dependant  on  the 
Sovereign,  -f*  Thefe,  and  the  like  Mea,- 
fures,  were  fo  grievous  to  Guicciardini^ 
that,  as  Bernardo  Seg?ii  writes,  he  died  of  a 

broken 

t  The  Great  Duke  Co/mo  the  Third,  when  on  hf$ 
Travels,  was  treated  in  England  with  a  particular  Regard 
by  feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  to  whom  he  after- 
wards fent  Prefents  of  Wine  during  his  Life,  and  when 
any  of  them.or  their  Family, came  into  his  Dominions,  he 
never  failed  fhewing  them  Marks  of  his  Grattuide.  In  the 
Year  17 12,  on  the  Arrival  at  Florence  of  the  Honourable 
Thomas  Clifford^  cldeft  of  the  Grandfons  to  the  Lord  of 
that  Name,  who  had  been  High  Treafurer  when  the  Great 
Duke  was  ir>  England',  His  Royal  HighneCs  conferred  on 
him  the  Order  of  St.  Stephen  :  And  as  I  well  remember. 
Sir  Henry  Bedingfeld,  Bart,  was  to  have  received  the  Crofs, 
and  have  been  inftalled  at  that  Juncture,  had  his  Time 
permitted  him  to  flay  in  Florence^  till  her  Majefty's  Per- 
miflion  could  be  procured,  as  it  had  been  for  the  other. 
On  the  Death  of  the  faid  Thomas^  the  Honourable  Henry 
Clifford^  bis  younger  Brother,  was  ^nighted.  We  have 
alio  the  Commendeur  Cofmo  Neuil,  whofe  Father  Count 
Migltoruccif  defcended  of  a  very  ancient  Florentine  Fa. 
mily,  erected  a  Commenderie  on  his  Eftate,  to  which  the 
prefent  ^onin^cndeur  Co/mo  Nevil,  his  Son,  by  one  of  tt.<^ 
HeirefTes  of  the  Nevils  of  Holt,  is  imitkd. 
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broken  Heart,  and  in  Defpair,  becaufe 
the  Affairs  of  his  Country  were  fo  ill  con- 
dudted  :  Others  have  reported,  that,  un- 
able to  bear  the  Sight  of  the  deplorable 
State  to  which  Florence  was  reduced,  he 
prevailed  on  one  of  his  intimate  Friends 
to  adminifter  him  Poifon.  But  Remigioy 
Rondinelli,  Giovanni  Imperiali,  and  feve- 
ral  authentic  Hiftorians,  intirely  clear  him 
from  that  Imputation,  and  afTure  us  he 
died  of  a  violent  Fever. 

He  was  buried  with  Honour,  but  with- 
out Pomp,  having  exprefly  ordered  that 
no  Shew  or  Funeral  Oration,  as  was  cufto- 
mary,  fliould  be  made,  nor  any  Infcrip- 
tion  put  upon  his  Grave;  which  laft  was 
obferved  till  the  Year  Sixteen  Hundred 
and  Twenty,  when  the  Family  repaired 
the  great  Chappel,  and  the  following  In- 
fcription  was  ordered  to  be  engraved. 

Francisco  Guicciardino  Senat. 

Petri    F. 

Vigentem  cetatem  rebus  Maximis 

Agendis  impejidit 
In  Conjcribenda  Praclara  Hijloria 

Vergentem  Cuius 
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Cuius  Negocium  an  Ocium 

Gloriofius  ificertum 

Nifi  Ocii  Lumen  Negocii  Famaf?i 

Clariorem  reddidijjet. 

Francesco  was  tall,  and  of  a  vene- 
rable Afpcdl ;  he  had  large  Shoulders,  a 
plain  Face,  a  ftrong  and  robuft  Conftitu- 
tion.  The  Family  have  a  Pidture  of  him, 
that  feems  to  have  been  draw^n  in  thofe 
Days ;  fuch  another  is  in  the  Houfe  of 
Signor  Nicolo  Pa?2ciatici :  One  of  them 
probably  is  that  mentioned  by  Giorgio 
Vafari^  in  the  Third  Part  of  his  Lives 
of  the  Painters,  where  he  fays,  "  At  that 
Time  I  painted  feveral  Pieces,  and  amongfl 
the  reft  the  Pidlure  of  Mejfer  Francefco 
Guicciardi?2i,  who  was  juft  returned  from 
Bolog?my  at  his  Country  Houfe  near 
Monti ci^  which  pretty  well  refemblcd  him, 
and  was  admired."  One  of  his  Pidtures 
is  to  be  feen  in  the  Great  Duke's  Gallery, 
in  the  left  Wing,  amongft  the.  famous  Hi- 
ftorians,  and  another  in  the  right,  amongft 
the  Men  of  great  Learning.  There  is  al~ 
fo  in  the  Mufeum  of  Sig.  Carlo  Tomajo 
Sfrozziy2iBr2tfs  Medal,  ftruck  in  thofe  Days, 

which 
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which  feems  to  have  a  good  Refemblance  j 
on  the  Backfide  is  reprefented  a  Rock, 
without  any  Infcription,  alluding  to  his 
Conftancy  and  Intrepidity. 

All  who  make  mention  of  him  agree, 
that  he  was  a  great  Profeffor  of  the  Law, 
Learned,  Upright,  and  Incorrupt :  Of  this 
latter  he  gave  a  fufficient  Proof,  by  leav- 
ing fo  little  Wealth,  after  the  numberlefs 
Opportunities  he  had  of  accumulating  Ri- 
ches. He  was  of  a  quick  and  high  Concep- 
tion, of  lingular  Judgment,  had  a  good 
Memory,  was  profound  and  prudent  in  his 
Counfels,  efficacious  in  perfuading,  elo- 
quent in  Speech,  and  had  a  peculiar  Ta- 
lent in  defcribing  the  Characters  of  Men. 
He  was  choleric,  but  not  raih,  affable, 
but  no  Lover  of  Jefts,  preferring  ever  a 
certain  Gravity.  He  wrote  feveral  Books, 
as  the  Sacki/ig  ^Rome,  Confiderations' on 
State  Affaihy  Counjeh  and  AdfrnnitionSy 
fome  Letters,  feveral  Law  Cafes,  and  an 
Epiftle  in  Verfe,  which  makes  Crejcimbeni 
place  him  amongft  the  Tufcan  Poets. 

Enough 
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Enough  has  been  faid  of  his  Hiflor/ ; 
to  which  only  can  be  added,  that  it  was 
immediately  tranflated  into  Latiriy  and  moft 
of  the  European  Languages,  which  is  fel- 
dom  the  Cafe  of  any  modern  Hiftory, 
unlefs  of  extraordinary  Merit. 

Francesco  Guicciardini  left  a 
Wife,  who  lived  till  the  Year  1559,  and 
Three  Daughters.  Two  married  into  the 
Family  of  the  Capponi,  and  the  other  into 
that  of  Ducci,  He  had  Three  Brothers, 
Lwgi^yacopo.^ndi  Girolamo  :  From  yacopo 
came  the  famous  Author  of  the  Commen- 
taries of  Europe^  from  1529  to  1560, 
who  alfo  wrote  a  Defcription  of  the  Low 
Countries^  &c.  His  Name  was  LodovicO^ 
and  lies  buried  at  Antwerp.  From  his  other 
Brother,  the  Senator,  Girolamo  is  defcend- 
cd,  in  a  dired:  Line,  Francefco  Maria  Gae- 
tanoy  who  was  a  Gendeman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Grand-Duke  Cojmo. 


Francefco  Guicciardini's 
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THE     CONTENTS. 

i'he  Firjl  Book  treats  of  the  Caufes  which 
produced  the  Italian  Wars.  'The  Expedition 
of  Charles  the  Eighth,  King  of  France, 
i?2to  Italy.  The  Expulfon  of  Piero  de 
Medici yr<?;;^  Florence.  The  Rebellion  of 
Pifa.     The  Conqiiejl  of  Naples. 

?*^)^)^^i  Propose  to  relate  what  pafl    ^'  ^' 
Q   1  O  in  our  Memory  m  Italy,  nncec>-v>j 


k-M)6(jj(  the  French,  invited  by  our  own  The  Au- 
thor's li 
tention. 


Princes,    came    with   powerful    Armies/*^®''*  ^"* 


B  and 
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-^•^-  and  interrupted  her  Repofe:  A  Subjedl^ 
(^^.^^^^full  of  melancholy  Events  ;  and  of  fuch 
Calamities,  as  the  Almighty  is  wont,  in 
his  Difpleafure,  to  inflidt  on  wretched 
Mortals,  for  their  Impieties  and  Wicked- 
nefs.  From  the  Knowledge  of  fo 
many,  fo  various,  and  fo  important 
Incidents,  every  one  may  draw  Inflrudtions 

I  of  fome  fort  or  other,  conducive  both  to 
his  own,  and  to  the  Publick  Good.  By 
numberlefs  Examples,  it  will  evidently 
appear,  that  human  Affairs  are  as  fubjedt 
to  Change  and  Fluctuation,  as  the  Waters 
of  the  Sea,  agitated  by  the  Winds :  ^nd 
likewife,  how  pernicious  often  to  them- 
felves,  and  ever  to  their  People,  are  the 
precipitate  Meafures  of  our  Rulers,  when 
actuated  only  by  the  Allurement  of  fome 
vain  Projed:,  or  prefent  Pleafure  and 
Advantage.  Such  Princes  never  allow 
themfelves  Leifure  to  refled:  on  the  Infta- 
bility  of  Fortune ;  but,  perverting  the 
Ufe  of  that  Power,  which  was  given  them 
to  do  good,  become  the  Authors  of  Dif- 
quiet  and  Confufion,  by  their  Mifcondudi 
and  Ambition » 


'Erb 


THE  WARS   IN  iTALr.         3 

'E  R  E  I  proceed  to  give  my  Reader  an   ^'  ^• 
Account  of  the  Troubles  in  Italy ^  together  (^^^^^ 
with  the  Caufes  from  whence  fo  many  The  State 
Evils  were  deriv'd  5  it  will  not  be  improper  ^^-^''^^-J'  ^" 
to  obferve,  that  our  Calamities  afFedled  us 
with  fo  much  the  greater  Terror  and  Sen- 
libility,  as  the  Minds  of  Men  were  per- 
fedlly  at  Eafe,  and  the  Country,  at  that 
Time,  in  ^  State  of  profound  Peace  and 
Tranquillity.     It  is  certain,  that  for  above 
a  thoufand  Years  back,  (at  which  Period j 
the  Roman  Empire,  weakened  by  a  Change 
of  her  antient  Inftitutions,  began  to  fall 
off  from  that  Pitch  of  Grandeur,  to  the 
attaining  of  which,  the  moft  incredible 
Virtue    and    good  Fortune   had   equally 
contributed)  Ifaly  had  at  no  Time  enjoy *d 
a  State  of  fuch  compleat  Proiperity  and 
Repofe,  as  in  the  Year  1490 ;  and  fome 
Time  before  and  after. 

The  People  too  had  taken  Advantage 
of  this  Halcyon  Seafon,  and  been  bulled 
in  cultivating  all  their  Lands,  as  well 
Mountains  as  Vallies  ^  and  being  under 
no  Foreign  Influence,  but  governed  by 
their  own  Princes^  Italy  not  only  abounded 
B  2  with 
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"A.  D.  With  Inhabitants  and  Riches,  but  greW 
(^^J>^^^  renowned  for  the  Grandeur  and  Magnifi- 
cence of  her  Sovereigns  ;  for  the  Splendor 
of  many  noble  and  well-built  Cities  -,  for 
the  Seat  and  Majefty  of  Religion ;  and  for 
a  Number  of  great  Men,  learned  in  all 
Arts  and  Sciences.  She  had  alfo  no  fmall 
Share  of  Military  Glory,  according  to  the 
Knowledge  and  Pradtice  of  Arms  in  thofe 
Days. 

Lorenzo  de  An  happy  Concurrence  of  Caufes  had 
M'dfci.  preferv'd  her  in  this  flourifliing  Condition. 
Amongfl  the  reft,  cotnmon  Fame  afcribed 
no  fmall  Share,  to  the  Virtue  and  adtive 
Spirit  of  Lore?2zo  de  Medici  :  A  Citizen  of 
fuch  diftinguiflied  Merit  in  the  State  of 
Flof-ence^  that  the  whole  Affairs  of  that 
Republick  were  conduced,  as  he  thought 
proper  to  advife  or  dired:.  And  it  was, 
indeed,  to  the  Prudence  of  her  Councils, 
the  Happinefs  of  her  Situation,  and  her 
Opulency,  that  this  Common-Wealth 
chiefly  owed  her  Power  and  Influence  ;. 
for  the  Extent  of  its  Dominion  was  not 
great. 

Lorenzo, 
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L  o  R  E  N  z  o,  by  MarriagCjhad  made  a  ^-  ^» 
ilrid:  Alliance  with  Pope  Innocent  the^^^.,^^^ 
Eighth ;  which  gave  him  ftill  greater 
Credit  and  Authority  with  the  Princes  of 
Italy,  He  knew  how  deftrudlive  it  would 
prove,  both  to  himfelf  and  the  Republick 
of  Florence^  if  any  of  thena  fhould  in- 
creafe  his  Dominions,  at  the  Expence  of 
his  Neighbours  ;  and  was  therefore  ever 
watchful,  to  prevent  the  moft  minute 
Caufe  of  Strife  or  Mifunderftanding 
among  them  ;  left  the  Ballance  of  Power, 
which  then  fubfifted  in  Italy ^  fhould  fuffer 
any  Alteration. 

FeRDINANDO   of  Arr agony    King  offer  Jinan- 

Naples,  was  in  the  fame  Difpofition :  A^'^'^")^^ 
very  fagacious  Prince,  and  h  ighly  efteem'd ; 
tho'  formerly  reputed  to  have  had  ambi- 
tious Views.  He  was  inftigated,  at  this 
very  Time,  by  Alfonjh,  Duke  of  Calabria^ 
his  eldeft  Son,  to  refent  the  Injury  done 
to  Giovanni  Galeazzo  Sforza,  Duke  of 
Milan ;sN\iO  had  married  ^^£?;?/i'sDaughter. 
The  Duke  had  been  excluded  from  the 
Adminiftration  of  all  publick  Affairs,  by 
his  Uncle  Lodovico  Sfcrza }  who,  through 
B  3  the 
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^-  ^'  the  Weaknefs  and  diflblute  Behaviour  of 
ly^^^Bona^  this  young  Prince's  Mother,  had. 
procured  for  himfelf  the  Tuition  of  him. 
Having  enjoy 'd  the  Regency  Ten  Years 
together,  and,  by  litde  and  litde,  got 
into  his  PoiTeflion  all  the  Fortreiles  and 
Treafure  of  the  Country  ;  he  at  length, 
refufed,  under  Pretence  of  his  Nephew's 
want  of  Capacity,  to  refign  his  Office  ; 
and  continued  to  govern,  (tho*  his  Kinf- 
man  was  above  Twenty  Years  old)  not 
as  Guardian,  but  as  Duke  :  Yet  he  did 
not  formally  alTume  that  Tide. 

Ferdinand o,  however,  remained 
attentive  to  his  firft  Objedl ;  which  was 
the  Prefervation  of  thq  Publick  Peace  : 
And,  therefore,  would  neither  gratify  his 
own  warlike  Difpoiidon,  nor  the  juft 
Refentment  of  his  Son,  at  the  Hazard  of 
fo  invaluable  a  Bleffing.  But  he  was  the 
more  cautious  of  creating  any  Divifions  in 
Jtaly^  becaufe  he  had  perceived,  in  fome 
late  dangerous  Commotions,  that  he  was 
hated  by  his  Subjeds  ;  particularly,  by  a 
Party  among  his  Barons,  who  were  ftill 
attached  to  the  old  French  Intqreft  5  and, 
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as  he  apprehended,  wou'd,  in  cafe  of  any  ^-  ^• 
Rupture,  invite  them  to  invade  his  Domi- (^^1^2^ 
nions.  To  this  Motive  may  be  added,  a 
Delire  he  had  to  counter-ballance  the 
formidable  Power  of  the  Venetians^  which 
at  that  Time  alarm'd  all  Italy  ;  and  he 
was  fenfible,  that  his  Union  with  the 
other  Powers  J  was  retjuifite  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

LODOVICO     SfORZA,     tho'  of  ^Lodovha 

turbulent  and  ambitious  Temper,  was  '^*'^*** 
obliged  to  purfue  the  fame  Meafures.  For  . 
the  Venetia7i  Power  was  as  much  dreaded 
by  the  Sovereigns  of  Milan^  as  by  other 
Princes.  Befides,  it  was  much  ealier  for 
him  to  preferve  his  ufurp'd  Authority  in 
a  Time  of  Peace  and  Tranquillity,  than 
amidil  the  Confufion  and  Cafualties  of 
War  :  And  tho*  he  was  always  appre-  ' 
heniive  of  Ferdi?ia?idoy  yet  he  cou'd 
depend  upon  the  peaceable  Difpofi- 
tion  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici^  and  his  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  King  of  Naples,  He  was 
perfuaded,  moreover,  that  the  Animoii- 
ties  which  then  fubiifted  between  Ferdi- 
nando  and  the  Venetians^  rendered  ai:i 
B  4  Unioii 
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'J.  D.  Union  between  them  impracflicable  :  And 
{y^^^  being  fatisfy'd  that  he  would  find  it  dan- 
gerous to  aft  without,  and  difficult  to 
procure,  an  Alliance,  he  thought  himfelf 
fecure  from  any  Attempt  that  could  be 
made  againft  him  from  that  Quarter. 

There  was  then  the  fame  Inclination 
for  Peace  in  Ferdinandoy  LodovicOy  and 
horenzo  \  partly  from  the  fame,  and  partly 
from  different  Motives :  So  that  a  Con- 
federacy many  Years  before  contradted, 
in  the  Name  of  Ferdinandoy  King  of 
Naples^  Giov.  Ga/eazzOy  Duke  of  Milatiy 
and  the  Republick  of  Florence^  for  the 
mutual  Defence  of  each  other's  Domi- 
nions, was  with  Eafe  corroborated  and 
confirm'd. 

This  League,  of  fome  Years  flanding, 

as  I  obferv'd,  but  interrupted  by  various 

Accidents,  was  renew'd  for  Twenty-five 

Years,    in    1480,  and  acceded  to  by  all 

p  the  inferior  Powers  of  Italy,     The  chief 

^     Defign  of  the  contracting  Parties  was  to 

I  keep  down  the  Power  of  the  Venetians  3 
yvho  were  fuperior  to  any  -of  the  Con- 
federate^4 
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federates  feparately,    but  notable  to  cope  ^-  ^* 
\   with  them  when  united.  O-VXj 

Their  Senate  fecm*d  to  confider  The 
themfelves,  and  aded,  as  a  Body,  that^^"^''*''''' 
had  little  or  no  Connexion  with  the  other 
People  of  Italy  :  Widening  eveiy  Breach, 
and  cherifhing  and  fomenting  Difcord 
amongft  them,  in  hopes  of  attaining,  by 
thefe  Means,  the  Sovereignty  of  Italy » 
The  whole  Tenor  of  their  Councils  and 
Condudt  manifefted  their  Defign  :  But  it 
appeared  moft  plainly,  when,  upon  the 
Death  of  Philippo  Maria  Vijconti^  Duke 
of  Milariy  they  attempted,  under  the 
plaufible  Pretence  of  preferving  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  Milaneje^  to  make  themfelves 
Matters  of  that  Dutchy :  And  in  a  more 
recent  Inftance,  when  with  open  Violence 
they  endeavoured  to  feize  the  Dukedom  of 
Ferrara, 

-^  This  Confederacy  produced  the 
\  intended  Effedl,  fo  far  as  to  reftrain  the 
j  Ambition  of  the  Venetians  5  but  it  did  not 
I  unite  the  Confederates,  in  a  fincere  and 
1  folid  Friendfhip  among  themfelves.  Their 

Envy 
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>.  J>-  \  Envy  and  Emulation  of  each  other,  made 
jj,^2^them  watchful  of  every  Motion,  and 
jealous  of  every  Meafure,  that  they  con- 
ceived might  any  way  encreafe  the  Power 
.  orCreditof  their  Neighbours.  Neverthelefs, 
this  did  not  make  the  Peace  lefs  fecure  : 
On  the  contrary,  it  created  a  moft  ardent 
'Impatience  in  diem  alL,  to  quench  imme- 
diately thofe  Sparks,  which,  if  negleded, 
^<might  break  out  into  a  general  Conflagra- 
tion. 

This  was  then  the  State  of  AiFairs ; 
thefe  were  the  Foundations  for  the  Tran- 
quillity of  Italy  'y  fo  connedled,  and  coun- 
terpoised, that  there  was  not  only  na 
Appearance  of  a  prefent  Change,  but  the 
moft  difcerning  Perfon  cou*d  not  devife, 
by  what  Counfels,  Accidents,  or  Powers, 
fuch  a  Peace  cou'd  be  difturb'd. 

1492;       I  N  the  Year  1492,  Lorenzo  de  Medici 

S^^^  J.  was  taken   oif  by  a  premature   Death; 

Lorenzo dtViCA  being  quite  Forty-four  Years  of  Age. 

Uidici.     j^jg  Death  was  a  grievous  Stroke  to  his 

Country  ;  which   loft   in   him  a  Citizen, 

who  in  Point  of  Reputation,    Prudence, 

and 
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and  Underilanding,  was  qualify 'd  for  the  ^-  ^^ 
greateft  Undertakings:  A  Citizen,  who^^^y^ 
not  only  enjoy 'd  himfelf,  but  communi-.. 
cated  to  thofe  about  him,  all  thofe  Ad-- 
vantages,  which  ufually  attend  a  Perfon 
in  his  Situation,  during  the  Courfe  of  a 
long  Peace.  His  Death  was  indeed  la- 
mented by  all  Italy  :  Not  only  on  Account 
of  his  Zeal  and  Sollicitude  for  the  Publick 
Good,  but  for  his  great,  and  fuccefsful 
Diligence,  in  moderating  and  curbing  the 
frequent  Jealoufies  and  Diflentions  of 
Ferdi?iando  and  Lodovko  Sforza,  Princes 
pf  equal  Ambition  and  Power. 

Lorenzo's  Death  was  followed  by^g^jij  ^f 
that  of  Pope  Innocent  the  Eighth  ;  which  innocent 
laid  the  Foundation  of  furtlier  Calamities.         * 
The  Publick  had  been  but  little  benefited 
by  him :    Yet  he  was  commendable  in 
one   Particular ;    which  was,  his  laying 
down  the  Arms  he  had  taken  up,  at  the 
Commencement   of   his  Reign,    againft 
Ferdinajido^  at  the  Inftigation  of  his  dif- 
contented  Barons  :  After  which,  he  gave 
himfelf   up    entirely    to    Indolence   and 
pafe,  not  meddling,  nor  interefting  him- 
felf 
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^.  D'    felf  in  any  Publick  Affairs,  which  might 
{^^^^^  difturb  the  Peace  of  Italy, 

Eleaion  T  o  Intiocent  fucceeded  Roderigo  Borgia 
tfd^feth^^  ^^/t'//^;^,  a  Royal  City  in  Spai^i,  He 
was  an  antient  Cardinal,  and  made  the 
beft  Figure  in  Rome,  His  Eledion  was 
owing  partly  to  the  Difputes  that  arofc 
between  the  two  Cardinals,  Heads  of 
Fa(!tions,  Afcanio  Sforza  and  Giuliano  of 
St.  Piero  in  Vtncola^  but  chiefly  to  a 
Simony,  unheard  of  in  thofe  Days :  For 
^  Borgia  openly  corrupted  many  of  the 
Cardinals,  fome  with  Money,  and  others 
with  Promifes  of  profitable  Places  and 
Benefices,  of  which  he  had  many  at  that 
Time  in  his  Power;  and  they,  without 
any  Regard  to  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel, 
were  not  afham'd  of  making  a  TrafHck 
of  the  Sacred  Treafures,  under  the  Name 
of  Divine  Authority,  and  that  in  the 
moft  high  and  eminent  Seat  of  the 
5    Chriftian   Religion. 

Cardinal  Ascanio  had  the 
principal  Hand  in  this  deteftable  Work, 
and  was    employ 'd   as  Agent  for   fuch 

abominable 
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abominable  Contrads.  He  influenced  ^-  ■^- , 
feveral  with  Hopes  of  Preferment,  and^^^,,.^^^ 
alfo  by  his  bad  Example  :  For  his  Heart 
being  corrupted  by  an  immoderate  Thirft 
of  Riches,  he  bargain'd,  for  -the  Price  of 
his  Iniquity,  to  have  the  Vice-Chancellor- 
jQiip,  (the  moft  profitable  Poft  in  the 
Pope's  Difpofal)  the  Revenues  of  divers 
Churches  and  Caflles,  and  even  the  Pope's 
own  Family-Palace,  with  all  its  magni- 
ficent Furniture,  of  an  immenfe  Value. 
But  Divine  Juftice  overtook  him;  for 
he  became  an  Objedl  of  Scorn  and  Hatred 
to  all  Mankind,  who  were  fill'd  with 
Horror  at  an  Eledion,  procured  by  fuch 
black  and  enormous  Artifices ;  efpecially 
as  Borgia  s  impious  Life  was  every  where 
notorious.  *  The  King  of  Naples y  upon 
hearing  the  News,  diffembled  his  Grief 
in  Publick,  but  with  Tears,  (which  he 
was  not  accuflom'd  to  fhed  at  the  Death 
of  his  Children)  told  his  Queen,  that  this 
Creation  would  prove  fatal  to  Italy,  and 
a  Scandal  to  Chriftendom :  A  Forefight 
worthy  of  the  Prudence  of  Ferdinando  I 

Alexander 

•  He  was  carried  Prifoner  into  Trance,  and  after  Kh 
Return^  according  to  Gio'vh,  was  poifonM. 
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A.  D.  Alexander  the  Sixth,  (for  fd  ' 
y^^H^  he  would  be  call'd)  was  endowed  with 
wonderful  Cunning,  and  extraordinary 
^rCcha-^^g^^^^y '  ^^  ^  furprifing  Genius  in 
rafter,  fuggefling  Expedients  in  the  Cabinet,  aii 
uncommon  Efficacy  in  perfwading,  and 
in  all  Matters  of  Confequence  an  incredi- 
ble Earneftnefs  and  Dexterity.  But  thefb 
great  Qualities  were  abundantly  over- 
ballanced  by  his  Vices  :  For  he  was 
lafcivious,  infincere,  fhamelefs  and  dilTo- 
iute,  without  Probity,  infatiably  covetous, 
immoderately  fond  of  Dominion,  barba- 
roufly  cruel,  and  ardently  foUicitous,  at 
any  rate,  to  exalt  his  Children,  who 
were  numerous,  and  amongft  them 
fome  (that  he  might  not  want  Inflru- 
ments  to  execute  his  villainous  Dcfigns) 
as  bad  as  himfelf  *»  J 

u.      J       T  H  fe    Death   of   Lorenzo  de  Medici 

Tiero  de 

Uedici,  occafioned  a  Change  of  no  lefs  Impor- 
tance in  Florefice,  than  that  of  Innocent 
to  the  Church.  Fiero^  the  eldeft  of 
Lorenzo^  three  Sons  fucceeded,  without 

Oppofition, 

*    Cafar,    Francefco^    Giuffrt^    atld  Lnctftia,     wfrC 

the  Names  of  his  Children. 
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Oppoiition,  to  his  Father's  Greatnefs  * :  ^'  ^\ 
But  neither  his  Age  or  Underftanding  any  v,^^py-^ 
ways  qualify 'd  him  for  fo  important  a 
Charge  ;  nor  was  he  capable  of  proceed- 
ing with  that  Moderation  in  his  domefUck 
and  foreign  Concerns,  nor  had  he  that 
Prudence  to  temporize  with  his  Allies^ 
for  which  his  Father  was  fo  remarkable  ; 
who  by  his  Condudt  whilft  living,  had 
improv'd  both  the  Republic,  and  his  owri 
Condition,  and  dying,  left  every  one  con- 
vinced, that  principally  thro*  his  Means, 
the  Peace  of  Italy  had  been  preferv'd. 

P  I  E  R  o  no  fooner  undertook  the 
Adminiflration  of  the  Republic,  than  htf 
fwerv'd  from  his  Father's  Counfels  3  and 
without  confulting,  as  ufual,  the  princi-* 
pal  Citizens  in  Matters  of  Importance^ 
fufFer^d  himfelf  to  be  intirely  direded 
by  Virginio  Orfoii,  his  Relation ;  Pierd^ 
Wife  and  Mother  being  both  of  the  Orftni 
Family.  At  Virginio^  Perfuafion  he 
contradted  fo  great  a  Friendfhlp  with 
King  Ferdinando  and  hi§  Son  Alfmfoy  as 

gave 

*  Lorenxo's  three  Sons  were  Piero,   Giovanni,  whd 
ivai  afterwards  Pope  Lto  th«  loth,  and  Giuiians. 
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J.  D.  gave  Lodovico  Sforza  great  Caufe  to  fear/ 
\,y^^  that  whenever  the  Arragoniam  *  fhould 
think  proper  to  break  with  him,  they 
would  alfo,  thro'  the  Intereft  of  Ficro^ 
have  the  AfTiftance  of  the  Florentines, 
This  Source  and  Origin  of  all  the  enfuing 
Evils,  tho'  in  the  Beginning  kept  fecret, 
did  neverthelefs  create  Sufpicions  in  the 
vigilant  and  penetrating  Mind  of  Lodovico, 

B  Y  antient  Cuftom  all  Chriflian 
Princes  were  ufed  to  fend  AmbafTadors  to 
compliment  the  new  Pontiff,  and  acknow- 
ledge him  as  Vicar  of  Chrift.  Lodovico 
Sforza^  who  was  fuperior  in  Prudence  and 
Contrivance  to  the  reft,  had  propofed, 
that  all  the  Ambaffadors  of  the  League 
fhould  enter  Rome  the  fame  Day,  and 
prefent  themfelves  in  a  Body  to  the  Pope 
in  Confiftory,  and  one,  in  the  Name  of 
all,  fhould  makfe  a  formal  Harangue; 
This,  he  fuggefted,  would  convince  all 
Italy\  there  was  fo  much  Unity  and  Be- 
nevolence amongft  them,  that  they  would 
appear,  as  a  Body  under  one  Head,  and 

give 

*  The  firft  of  the  then  reigning  Race  of  KeapAlta^ 
Kings,  was  King  of  Arragon,  and  from  him  his  Descend* 
ants  were  call'd  Arragmians, 


THE  WARS  IN  irALT.         ly 
give   great  Reputation   to    the  League,    ^-  ^• 
and  that  fuch  a  Condud:  was  then  ne-(^^i^^ 
ceffary,    not  only  Reafon,    but   a  frefh 
Example    feem'd    to    demonftrate.     For 
the  late  Pope,  on  a  Coolnefs  amongfl:  the 
Allies,    which    he    inferr'd    from    their 
Miniilers,    who    came   feparately   to   his 
Court,  had  ventur'd  to  attack  the  King- 
dom of  Naples. 

Ferdinando  very  readily  approved 
of  the  Scheme,  as  alfo  the  Florentines ; 
Fiero  not  contradicting  in  Council,  tho*, 
in  Reality,  he  much  dilliked  it.  He  was 
deputed  by  the  Republic  for  one  of  their 
AmbafTadors,  and  had  determined  to  make 
a  magnificent  and  almofl  Royal  Appear- 
ance, but  perceived,  that  by  going  in 
Company  with  the  others,  he  fhould  not 
be  taken  notice  of  in  the  manner  he  could 
wifh :  In  which  juvenile  Vanity  he  was 
confirmed  by  Gentile  Bifliop  of  Arezzo^ 
the  other AmbaflTador  eledled,who,in  regard 
to  his  Epifcopal  Dignity,  and  Reputation 
for  Eloquence,  was  appointed  to  addrefs 
the  Pope,  in  the  Name  of  the  Florentines^ 
and  was  very  much  vex'd,  that,  by  this 
C  unufual 
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^'  ^'  unufual  and  unexpedled  Method,  He 
j^^^,^^2>jfl^ould  be  debarred  from  difplaying  hi? 
Talents,  in  fo  auguil  and  folemn  air 
Affembly.  Piero,  incited  partly  by  his 
own  Vanity,  and  pardy  by  the  Bifhop's 
Ambition,  defired  the  King,  (without 
mentioning  his  Name,  as  apt  to  create 
Jealoufies)  to  oppofe  the  Motion,  and  to- 
infift,  that,  according  to  antient  Cuftom, 
each  Potentate  (hould  fend  feparately  their 
refpedtive  Ambaffadors. 

The  King  was  willing  to  gratify  him ; 
but,  not  chufing  to  take  the  Blame  on 
himfelf,  acquainted  Lodovico  with  this 
Refolution,  and  at  the  fame  time  let  him 
know,  he  had  entered  into  it  at  the 
Intreaty  of  Piero.  Lodo'-cico  fliew'd  more 
Difcontent  at  this  fudden  Change,  thaa 
the  Nature  of  fuch  a  Trifle  feem'd  to  re- 
quire J  and  complained  very  bitterly  to  the 
Pope,  and  all  his  Court,  that  they  fhould 
fo  fuddenly  recede  from  what  had  already 
been  fettled :  For  as  every  one  knew,  he 
had  been  the  Advifer,  this  Change  mufl 
make  him  contemptible  in  the  Eyes  of 
ihe  World.     But  he  was  much  more  dif- 

pleas'd 
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pleas'd  to  find,  by  this  little  and  infigni*  ^-  ^• 
ficant  Accident,  that   Piero   had   private  (^^..^^ 
Intelligence  with  Ferdinando  ;    of  which 
he  was  much  more  convinced  by  what 
enfued. 

Franceschetto    Cibo     of 
Kyenoa^  a  natural  Son  of  Innocent  the  8th, 
was  in  PofTeffion  of  the  Caftles  of  Anguil^ 
lara^  Cervetri^  and  fome  other  Forts  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Rome,     After  the 
Death  of  his  Father,  he  went  to  live  in 
Florence y  under  the  Proted:ion  of  Piero  de 
Mediciy  whofe  Sifter,  Maddalena,  he  had 
married.     He  was  no  fooner  arrived,  than 
Piero  perfuaded  him  to  fell  thofe  Caftles 
to  his  Friend   Virginio  Orfmi  for  Forty  Firgwh 
Thoufand   Crowns.      Ferdinando  was  at^^f^^^'^^J^^ 
the   Bottom  of  this  Affair,  and  fecretlyof  the  Di- 
lent  the  beftpart  of  the  Purchafe-Money  J  f„"'^^^^^^^^^ 
not  doubting,    but  it  would  turn  to  his 
Advantage  to  have  Virginio  Orjini^  who 
was   an   Officer  in   his  Army,    and  alfo 
his  Relation,  Mafter  of  fuch  ftrong  Places 
near  Rome,     For  he  ever  coniider*d  the 
Pope's  Power  as  a  very  likely  Inftrument 
to   difturb  the  Quiet  of    his  Kingdom, 
C  2  which 


20  THEHISTORYOF 

A,  D.  which  was  an  antient  Fief  of  the  Roman 
^^,^^^^^^^  Church,  and  extends  itfelf  for  a  great 
Number  of  Miles  along  the  Borders  of 
the  Eccleliaftical  State.  He  remember 'd 
the  Troubles  they  had  occafion'd  both  to 
his  Father  and  himfelf  -,  and  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  Difputes  too  apt  to  arife  on 
account  of  Limits,  Tributes,  Collation 
of  Benefices,  Appeals  of  his  Barons,  be- 
fides  other  Cavils  common  to  all  neigh- 
bouring Princes;  efpecially  between  a  Vallal 
and  the  Lord  of  the  Fief:  He  always  made 
it  a  principal  Point  to  keep  under  his  Power 
and  Influence  all,  or  at  leaft  the  chief  of 
the  Roman  Barons,  and  more  fo  now, 
that  he  imagin'd  Lodovico  Sforza  had  too 
great  an  Afcendant  over  the  Pope's  Coun- 
fels,  by  means  of  his  Brother,  Cardinal 
Afcanio. 

Some  thought  he  was  apprehenfivt 
that  the  Ambition  and  Hatred  of  Pope 
Call xt us  the  3d,  who  was  Alexanders 
Uncle,  might  be  hereditary.  CaUxtus^ 
out  of  an  immoderate  Defirc  of  aggran- 
dizing his  Nephew  Borgia y  intended,  after 
the   Deceafe  of  A/fonfo,   Father  to   this 

Ferdina?idox 
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Ferdinando^    to   have   fent   an   Army    to  ^-   ^' 
difpoffefs   him  of  his  Kingdom,    which  (^^^^>^ 
he   aflerted   was    fallen  to  the  Church: 
And  he  would  have  executed  this  Scheme, 
had   he  not  been  prevented  by  Death  ; 
ungratefully  forgetting,  that  it  was  thro' 
Alfonfo  (in  whofe  Kingdom  of  Arragon 
he  was  born)  that  he  had  been  invefted 
with  fo  many  Ecclefiaflical  Benefices,  and 
chiefly  thro'  his  Interefl,  had  been  created 
Pope. 

Certain  it  is,  that  great  Men  do 
not  always  difcern  and  determine  right ; 
the  Weaknefs  of  human  Underftanding 
will  fometimes  appear.  Ferdinando^  tho' 
reputed  a  Prince  of  great  Prudence,  did 
not  fufEciently  confider  the  Confequence 
of  this  Purchafe,  which  could  be  to  him 
of  little  Benefit,  in  Comparifon  of  the 
great  Mifchiefs  it  might  produce,  by  pro^ 
voking  thofe  to  enter  on  new  Schemes, 
whofe  principal  Bufinefs  and  Intereft  it 
was  to  preferve  Peace  and  Tranquility. 

The  Pope,  enrag'd  at  this  Encroach- 

pient  on  his  Authority,    immediately  iut- 

C  3  filled. 
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^'  ^'  fifted,  that  the  Alienation  of  thefe  Caftlcs 
(^^^^^..^^  without  his  Confent,  was,  according  to 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Law,  a  Forfeiture  of 
them.  Then,  publifhing  to  the  World 
the  Purpofes  for  which  they  were  bought, 
he  fiird  all  Ifaly  with  his  Complaints 
againft  Fcrdiftando^  Piero,  and  Virgijiio  j 
protefting  at  the  fame  time  he  would,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  avenge  this 
Indignity  oiFer'd  to  the  Holy  See. 

LoDovico  Sforza,  who  was 
ever  jealous  of  Ferdinandos  Actions,  and 
had  vainly  perfuaded  himfelf,  that  Alex^ 
ander  might  be  direded  by  his  and 
Afcanios  Counfels,  confider'd  the  Dimi- 
nution of  the  Pope's  Grandeur  as  his 
own  :  But  what  gave  him  the  moft  Un- 
eafinefs,  was  the  convincing  Proof  he 
now  had  of  the  Friendfhip  and  ftridl 
Union  between  Piero  and  Ferdinando.  To 
obviate  the  dangerous  Confequences  where- 
of, and  to  gain,  at  the  fame  time,  upon 
Alexander^  he  encouraged  him  to  refent 
the  Affair  of  the  Caflles,  as  an  Injury 
done  to  his  Perfon  and  Dignit)' ;  affuring 
him,  that  if  his  Vaffals  at  the  Beginning 

of 
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^  his  Pontificate,  could   venture  on  fo  ^'   ^' 

14.92. 

glaring  an  Affront,  they  would  not  ftop  C^-v'-O 
there.  The  Sale  of  the  Caftks  was  no 
more  than  a  Trial  of  Ferdinando,  to  dif- 
cover  whether  his  Holinefs  was  fo  defti- 
tute  of  Courage  and  R€folution  as  to  bear 
fmall  Injuries  without  Refentment.  That 
the  prei^nt  King  had  no  lefs  Rancour 
againfl  the  Holy  See  than  his  Predeceifors, 
who  were  ever  Enemies  to  the  Popes, 
had  often  carried  their  Armies  againft 
them,  and  more  than  once  feiz'd  on 
Rome,  Had  not  the  fame  Ferdinando  twice 
fcnt  his  Son,  at  the  Head  of  his  Troops, 
to  the  Gates  of  that  City  ?  And  in  the 
prefent  Alienation  of  the  Caftles,  he  not 
only  purfued  the  Steps  of  his  Predeceifors 
in  molefting  the  EcclefiafHcal  State,  but 
alfo  gratify 'd  his  Ambition  as  well  as 
Refentment  for  the  Injuries  he  had  re- 
ceiv'd  from  his  Uncle  Pope  Calixtus,  He 
beg'd  of  him  to  give  ferious  Attention 
to  what  he  faid,  and  not  to  put  up  with 
fo  grofs  an  Affront,  unlefs  he  could  fit 
down  content  with  his  pompous  Titles 
and  external  Marks  of  Veneration  5  for 
by  tamely  fubmitting,  he  would  incur  the 
C  4  univerfal 


24  THE  HISTORY    OF 

^'  D.  univerfal  Scorn  of  Mankind,  and  give 
i^,r-^^  Encouragement  to  farther  Encroachments, 
and  more  dangerous  Plots :  Whereas,  if 
he  exerted  himfelf  on  this  Occafion,  he 
would  eftablifh  his  Reputation,  and  pre- 
ferve  the  Majefty,  Grandeur,  and  Vene- 
ration due  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.  To 
Perfuafions  he  added  what  was  ftill  more 
efficacious  ;  for  he  lent  him  Forty  Thou- 
fand  Ducats,  and  provided  Three  Hundred 
Men  in  Armour,  to  be  maintained  be- 
tween them,  but  to  be  difpofed  of  as  his 
Holinefs  fhould  think  proper.  Yet  to 
avoid  the  Neceflity  of  coming  to  an  open 
Rupture,  he  prefs'd  Ferdinando  to  find 
out  fome  Means  of  appeafing  the  Pope, 
in  relation  to  the  Caftles,  hinting  at  the 
fatal  Confequences,  which  otherwife 
might  enfue. 

But  with  more  Freedom  he  ad- 
monifh'd  Fiero  de  Medici,  reminding  him 
how  often  Lorenzo  his  Father,  equally  a 
Friend  to  himfelf  and  Ferdinando^  had 
impartially  compos'd  their  Difputes ; 
whereby  he  greatly  contributed  to  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity 
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of  Italy,  He  therefore  intreated  him  to  ^-  ^• 
imitate  his  illuftrious  Parent,  rather  than,  kJ^^^ 
by  entering  into  new  Schemes,  give  oc- 
cafion  to,  nay  urge  fome  Potentate  to  pur- 
fue  Meafures  prejudicial  to  the  general 
Good.  He  laid  before  him  the  Injuries 
his  Father  and  the  Republic  of  Florence 
had  fuftained  from  the  Arragonians ;  and 
how  often  Ferdinandoy  and  Alfonfo  before 
him,  had  both  by  Fraud  and  Arms  at- 
tempted to  make  themfelves  Mailers  of 
Tiijcany, 

These  Remonftrances  produced  more 
Harm  than  Good.  For  Ferdinandos  Jea- 
loufy  could  not  brook  that  Lodovico  and 
Afcanioy  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  Pope's 
Advifers,  fliould  obtain  their  Ends  5  and 
therefore  fecretly  perfuaded  Virginio  to 
take  Poffeffion  of  the  Cafbles,  by  Virtue 
of  his  Contract,  promifing  to  fupport  him 
againfl  any  Oppofition.  But  with  his 
ufual  Artifice,  he  propos'd  to  the  Pope 
feveral  Plans  for  an  Accommodation  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  counfel'd  Virginio  to  agree 
on  no  other  Terms  than  that  of  keeping 
Poffeffion  of  the  Caftles,  tho'  he  were  a 

fecond 
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^'   D,  fecond  time  to  pay  to  his  Holinefs  the 

{J^^t)  Value  of  them.  So  Firginio  boldly  refufed 

thofe  Conditions  which  Ferdinafido  him- 

felf  feemingly  prefs'd  him  to  accept  of, 

in  order  to  appeafe  the  Pope's  Anger. 

LoDOVico, finding  all  his  Endeavours 
to  detach  Piero  from  Ferditiandos  Intereft 
firuftratcd,  and  djat  thro'  his  Obftinacy  he 
was  likely  to  be  depriv'd  of  the  Friendfhip 
of  the  Republic  of  Florence ,  which  had 
ever  been  his  chief  Dependance,  alarm'd 
at  the  imminent  Danger,  thought  it  higl> 
time  to  confult  his  Safety. 

H  E  was  fatisfy'd  the  Arragonians  want- 
ed to  remove  him  from  the  Government ; 
for  altho'  Ferdinaiido^  Mafter  in  the  Art 
of  Diffembling,  remain'd  filent,  Alfonfo 
openly  exclaim 'd  at  the  Oppreffion  of  his 
Son-in-Law;  and  utter'd,  with  more 
Paflion  than  Prudence,  feveral  injurious 
Words  with  Menaces.  He  was  alfo  in- 
form'd  how  IJabella,  the  Wife  of  Gio'vanni 
GaleazzOyZ  Woman  of  a  Mafculine  Spirit, 
was  ever  foUiciting  her  Father  and  Grand- 
father, that,  if  they  would   not  revenge 

the 
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the  Injury  done  to  themfelves,  they  would  ^-  -^• 
at  leafl  defend  her  and  her  Hufband's  Lives,  (y^'^2>j 
which  were  in  great  Danger  from    the 

Ufurper.  * 

But  what  moft  afFedted  LodovicOy 
was  the  Temper  of  his  People,  who  were 
not  only  exafperated  at  the  unufual  Taxes 
he  had  rais'd,  but  detefted  him  for  his 
Treatment  of  Giovanni  Galeazzo,  whom 
they  were  paffionately  fond  of.  Amongfl: 
the  many  Artifices  he  made  ufe  of  to 
gain  their  Affedtions,  he  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  them,  that  he  would  protedt  the 
State  from  the  ArragoiiianSy  who  were 
ready  to  invade  it  ;  pretending  a  Claim  to 
the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  from  a  Will  of 
Philippo  Maria  Vifconti,  wherein  he  be- 
queath'd  it  to  Ferdinandos  Father.  But 
nothing  he  faid  could  alter  their  way  of 
thinking  -,  which  was,  that  all  his  Adtions 
tended  to  remove  his  Nephew,  and  fettle 
himfelf  in  the  Dukedom  of  Milan  :  And 
that  no  fort  of  Wickednefs  would  deter 

him 

*  In  Giovio,  and  Corio,  a  Letter  to  this  Purpofe  from 
Ifahella  to  her  Father  and  Grandfather  is  to  be  fecn  at 
length. 
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^-  ^-   him  from  attempting  to  compafs  his  am^ 

1402.    ...  -r^    ^  10  r 

(^^.^J^  bitious  Delign. 

After  he  had  for  fome  Time  re- 
volv'd  in  his  Mind  the  prefent  State  of 
Affairs,  and  the  dangerous  Situation  he 
was  in,  he  determined  on  making  new 
Alliances,  which  he  thought  might  be 
eafily  effected :  For  he  knew  the  Pope 
was  enrag'd  at  Ferdinando^  and  that  the 
Venetians  were  diffatisfy'd  at  the  Confede- 
racy, which  had  baffled  all  their  Defigns ; 
he  therefore  apply 'd  to  both  to  enter  into  a 
League  with  him. 

But  Revenge,  and  every  other  Paflion 
in  Alexanders  Breaft,  gave  way  to  the 
immoderate  Ambition  of  feeing  his  Child- 
ren exalted.  Other  Popes,  to  conceal 
their  Infamy,  were  wont  to  term  them 
Nephews  ;  but  he  took  Delight  in  letting 
all  the  World  know  they  were  his  Child- 
ren. As  at  prefent  no  readier  way  offer'd 
to  gratify  his  high  Views  for  their  Prefer- 
ment, he  follicited  Fcrdinando  to  give  his 
natural  Daughter  in  Marriage  to  one  of  his 
Sojis,  and  for  her  Portion  fome  rich  Terri- 
tory 
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toiy  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples.  'Till  ^j  ^^ 
Alexander  was  excluded  from  all  Hopes  of  (^^>^^..>^j 
fucceeding  in  this  Match,  he  gave  rather 
his  Ear  than  his  Heart  to  Lodovicd^  Offers. 
But  had  they  been  accepted  of  at  that 
Time,  the  Peace  of  Italy  would  not» 
perhaps,  have  been  fo  foon  diilurbed. 
Ferdinando  was  not  averfe  to  the  Match ; 
but  Alfonfoj  abhorring  the  Pope's  Pride 
and  Ambition,  would  never  give  his 
Confent :  The  King,  therefore,  without 
fliewing  any  diflike  to  the  Alliance,  rais'd 
Difficulties  concerning  the  Dowry ;  at 
which  the  Pope  was  fo  much  provoked, 
that  he  refolved  at  once  to  engage  with 
Lodovico  and  the  Vejietiam  j  being  incited 
thereto  by  Ambition,  Rage,  and  alfo  Fear. 
For  Virginio  was  very  powerful  in  the 
Eccleliaflical  State,  on  account  of  the 
Proted:ion  of  the  King  of  Naples^  and 
the  Flore?itincs,  and  for  his  many  Followers 
among  the  Gnelph  Party  :  Befides,Pr(9;^^r(? 
and  Fabritio  Colonna^  Heads  of  that  noble 
Family,  were  Officers  in  Ferdtnando\ 
Army  ;  and  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Fiero  in 
Fi7icola,  a  Perfon  of  great  Authority, 
fufpe^ting  the  Pope  had  a  Defign   againfl 

his 
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^'  ^'  his  Life,  was  retired  to  OJliay  of  whicll 
(^..^^^  Place  he  was  Bifhop,  and  had  declared 
for  Ferdinando,  tho'  formerly  his  profefTed 
Enemy  ;  and  had  inftigated,  firft  his  Uncle 
Pope  SixtuSy  and  then  Innocent  againft 
him.  * 

The  Venetians^  tho'  pleafed  at  thefe 
Mifunderftandings,  were  not  yet  fo  for^ 
ward  as  was  expeded,  on  account  of  their 
diflruft  of  Alexanders  Sincerity,  which 
became  every  Day  more  and  more  Sufpi- 
cious.  They  alfo  confider'd  they  had  been 
often  betray 'd  by  the  Popes,  Sixtus  and 
Innocent  y  his  immediate  PredecefTors. 
From  the  lafl  they  had  fuifer'd  many 
Inconveniences,  without  reaping  any 
Benefit ;  and  Sixtm^  in  the  greateft  Heat 
of  the  War  againft  the  Duke  of  Ferrara^ 
which  he  himfelf  had  prefs'd  them  to 
undertake,  changing  his  Mind,  employ 'd 
not  only  his  fpiritual,  but  alfo  his  temporal 
Arms,  in  Conjundlion  with  the  reft  of 
the  Italians^  againft  them.  Yet  the  In- 
treaties  of  LodovicOy  who  had  been  inde- 
fatigable in  treating   with  the  particular 

Members, 

•  This  Cardinal  was  afterwards  Pope  JuHut  the  zd. 
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Members,    prevailed    at    length  on   the  ^-  ^' 
Senate  ;  and  in  April  1493,  a  new  Con-(^-,Ji^ 
federacy  was   formed  between  the  Pope,  a  League 
the  V'e?ietia72Sy    and   Giovanni    Gakazzo^^^"^^^ 
Duke  of  Milan  (whofe  Name  was  mzdiQ lodo^ico* 
life  of  in  all  Public  Tranfadions)  for  the  ^^^  j|;^^^^ , 
common  Safety,  and  particularly  for  the 
Support  of  Lodovico  in  the  Government. 
It  was  ftipulated   that  the  Venetians^  and 
the  Duke  of  Milan^  fhould  each  of  them 
fend  immediately  Two  Thoufand  Men  in 
Armour,  and  more  if  required,  to  proted: 
the  Ecclefiaftic  State,  and  difpoffefs  Vir^ 
ginio  of  the  Caftles.  * 

These  Proceedings  greatly  alarm'd 
all  Italy,  efpecially  as  the  Duke  of  Milan 
had  abandoned  a  League,  which  for 
Twelve  Years  had  been  the  Pledge  of 
its  Security.  For  in  that  Confederacy  it 
had  been  exprelly  ffipulated,  that  no  one 
of  the  Confederates  fliould  enter  into  any 
ftew  Alliance  without  the  Approbation  of 
all  the  contracting  Pardes  ;  wherefore  that 
Unic^n  being  now  diflblv'd,  in  which  con- 

fifted 

*  The  Armies  in  thofe  Days  confiftcd  of  three  different 
Coypj ;  Men  in  Armour  on  Horfeback,  Light  Horfe,  and 
Infantry. 
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>^.   J>.  fifted  the  Safety  of  the  Whole,  and  the 

^,y^sr>J  Minds  of  Princes  full  of  Sufpicions  and 

Refentment,    who  could  not  but  forefee, 

that,  to  the  univerfal  Detriment,    Fruits 

muil  grow  up  conformable  to  thefe  Seeds  ? 

A  s  foon  as  Alfonfo  Duke  of  Calabria^ 
and  Fiero  de  Medici  were  apprifed  of  this 
Alliance,  they  judg'd  it  the  befh  way  to 
be  before-hand,  and  therefore  willingly 
hearken'd  to  Profpe?'G  and  Fabritio  Colomia-, 
who,  at  the  fecret  Inftigation  of  the  Bifhop 
of  OJlidy  offer 'd  to  feize  on  Rome  by  Sur- 
prize, with  the  Help  of  the  Ghibclline 
Fadion,  and  their  own  Men,  provided 
the  Orfini  would  affifl  them,  and  the  Duke 
of  Calabria  could  be,  at  the  fame  Time, 
within  three  Days  March  of  that  City. 

But  Ferdinandoy  now  become  more 
willing  to  pacify  the  Pope,  by  correcting 
his  former  precipitate  Meafures,  than  to 
provoke  his  farther  Rage,  would  by  no 
Means  agree  to  a  Scheme  that  mufl  pro- 
duce greater  Evils ;  and  refolv'd,  in  good 
Earnefl,  to  try  how  to  compromife  the 
Affair  of  the  Caftles  j  being  perfuaded, 

that 
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that  when  this  Obftacle  was  remov'd, 
Matters  would  eaiily  return  into  the  fame 
peaceable  Channel.  But  by  removing  the 
Caufes,  the  Effedls  that  fprung  from  them 
are  not  always  remov'd.  For,  as  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  Refolutions  taken 
out  of  Fear  feldom  appear  fufficient  to 
the  Fearful  ^  thus  Lodovico  imagined  he 
had  not  apply 'd  Remedy  enough  to  his 
Danger,  and  began  to  refled:,  that  the 
Pope's  Intereft,  and  that  of  the  Venetians^ 
were  different  from  his  -,  that  he  could  not 
rely  on  them  for  any  length  of  Time,  and 
might  therefore  be  brought  into  great 
Streights.  The  Fear  of  this  induced  him 
to  attempt  a  Cure  of  the  prefent  Malady, 
at  all  Events,  without  coniidering  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  give  a  flronger  Dofe  than 
the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  or  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Patient  will  admit:  And, 
as  if  plunging  into  greater  Difficulties  could 
only  free  him  from  the  firft,  lince  he 
could  not  rely  on  the  Italians^  he  re- 
folv'd  on  inviting  Charles  the  Eighth,  King 
of  France^  that  with  their  united  Forces 
they  might  invade  the  Kingdom  oi Naples ^Xo 
which  the  Houfe  of  Anjou  had  a  fair  Claim, 
D  '      The 
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'^^^'       The  Kingdom  of  Naplesy  in  thePope'^ 


Bulls  improperly  call'd  Sicily  on  this  fide 
The     the  Faroy  is   a   moft  antient  Fief  of  the 
Claim  of  rj^yj.^}^^     Itwasuniuftly  feiz'd  by  M?;/- 

iht  French  i      r  r      i  ,/ 

to  the    J  redly    a   natural    bon    or    the    bmperor 
Kingdom  -prederick  the  Second,,  and  was  by  IJrban 

at  Naples.  ,        _  .  1      o-   •; 

the  Fourth,  with  Sialyy  given  in  Fief^ 
under  the  Name  of  the  I'wo  Sicilies  (one 
on  this  fide,,  the  other  on  the  other  fide 
the  F^r^)  in  the  Year  1264,  to  Charles 
Count  of  Provence  and  AnjoUy  Brother 
to  that  Lewis  King  of  France^  who,  fa- 
mous for  his  Exploits,  but  more  fo  for  his 
Piety,  deferved  to  be  enroU'd  amongft  the 
Saints. 

This  Cbarlesy  by  Force  of  Arms,  got 
PoflTeflion  of  what  had  been  given  him 
by  the  Church,  and  l«ft  it  to  his  Sort 
Charles  the  Second.  To  him  fucceeded 
RobertOy  and  to  him  Giovannay  Daughter 
to  Charles  Duke  of  Calabriay  who  di^d? 
before  his  Father.  Giovannay  for  her 
Weaknefs,  and  diflblute  Courfe  of  L>fey 
was  very  much  defpked  ;  and  the  De- 
fcendants  of  Charles    the    Second  (who* 

kft 
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left  feveral  Children)  endeavour'd  to  de- 
throne her.  The  Queen,  to  procure 
Affiftance,  adopted  for  her  Son  Lewis 
Duke  of  Anjou,  Brother  to  that  King 
CharkSy  whom  the  French  thought  pro- 
per to  diflinguiih  by  the  Name  of  Sage^ 
for  gaining  many  Battles  without  running 
much  Rifque* 

This  Lewis  march'd  into  Italy  with 
a  powerful  Army,  where  he  found  Gio^ 
vanna  taken  off  by  a  violent  Death,  and 
Charles^  called  Durazzo,  a  Defcendant  of 
the  firfl  Charles y  placed  on  the  Throne. 
Lewis  was  very  fuccefsful,  but  in  the 
midfl  of  his  Vidlories  died  of  a  Fever  in 
Puglia  :  So  the  Family  of  A?you  (by  the 
aforefaid  Adoption)  got  only  ProvencCy 
which  till  then  had  been  poffefled  by  the 
Y^mg^oi  Naples y  Defcendants  of  the  firfl: 
Goarles, 

From  this  Adoption  arofe  the  Claim 
of  the  Dukes  of  Anjou  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.  And  the  Popes,  whenever  they 
had  any  Quarrel  with  the  Neapolitan  Kings, 
invited  the  Anjouins  to  invade  their  Domi- 
D  2  nions^ 
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nions  j  which  was  often  done,  but  without 
Succefs. 

To    Qjarks   Durazzo  fucceeded    his 
Son   Ladi/Iaoy  who  dying  without   Mue 
in  14 1 4,  tlie  Crown  came  to  his  Siiler 
Gio^anna^    a.   Name   inaufpicious  to  her 
Subjed:s :  For  fhe,  likewife,  giving  her- 
felf  up  to  Lafcivioufnefs,  put  the  Reins 
of  Government  into  the  Hands  of  thofe 
flie   intrufted  with    her    Perfon.      This 
Deportment  gave  Pope  Marti?!  the  Fifth 
an  Opportunity  of  fending  for  Lewis  the 
Third,  Count  of  Provence^  to  invade  her 
Dominions  :    But  Ihe  extricated  herfelf  at 
that  Time  from  all  DifficuUies,  by  adopt- 
ing Alfonfo  King  of  Arragon  and  Sicily^ 
with  whom,  neverthelefs,  fhe  afterwards 
quarreird,  and   cancell'd  her  Deed  upon 
the  Pretext  of  his  Ingratitude.    And  then 
calling  to  her  Aid,  and  adopting  the  fame 
Lewis  J  who  would  have   dethron'd  her, 
flie  got  the.  better  oi  Alfonfo ^  expell'd  him 
her  Kingdom,  and  reigned  peaceably  the 
Remainder  of  her  Days.     Dying  without 
liTue,    fhe  left  her   Dominions  (as   was 
reported)    to    Rcnaio^    Duke  of  Anjouy 

Brother 
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Brother  of  the  adopted  Lewis,  who  died 
before  her.  But  many  of  the  Barons 
giving  out,  that  this  Will  was  forg'd  by  a 
particular  Fadlion,  call'd  in  Alfonfo  of 
Arragon,  Others,  more  inclin'd  to  the 
French,  kept  up  the  Anjoidn  Party,  which 
ftill  fubfifted.  This  produced  the  bloody 
Wars  between  Renato  and  Alfonfo,  that 
for  fo  many  Years  tore  to  Pieces  fo  noble 
a  Kingdom,  which  alone,  in  a  Manner, 
fupported  all  the  Expences.  The  Popes 
moftly  contributed  to  thefe  Difafters,  for 
the  Claims  of  both  Parties  varied  accord- 
ing to  their  Inveftitures  ;  in  renewing  of 
which  they  were  more  influenced  by  their 
own  Ambition,  and  the  Neceffities  of  the 
Times,  than  by  Juftice. 

Alfonso  fought  feveral  Battles  with 
Renato,  and  being  more  powerful,  came 
off  always  vidtorious.  Dying  without 
legitimate  Iffue,  he  left  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples,  as  aa  Acquifltion  of  his  own,  to 
this  Ferdinando,  his  natural  Son,  and  his 
Brother  Giovanni  fucceeded  him  in  the 
Kingdoms  of  Arragon  and  Sicily.  Cio,-^ 
V^nni  P^enatos  Son,  with  the  Affiftance  of 
D  3  feveial 
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feveral  of  the  Barons,  gave  Ferdinando  a 
great  deal  of  Trouble  at  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign  :  But  at  laft  he  defeated  them, 
and  had  nothing  more  to  fear  during 
Renatos  Life.  Renato  died  without  IfTue 
Male,  but  by  Will  made  Charles,  his  Bro- 
ther's Son,  his  Heir  -,  who  likewife  having 
no  IfTue,  bequeath'd  all  his  Dominions  to 
Lewis  the  Eleventh,  King  of  France, 
And  tho'  Ore?to,  Son  of  a  Daughter  of 
RenatOy  laid  Claim  to  his  Grandfather's 
Patrimony,  Lewis  took  immediate  Pofr 
feflion  of  Provence  :  As  for  his  Right  to 
Anjou  it  was  not  difputed,  being  a  Fief  of 
France,  not  inheritable  by  Females.  The 
Pretenfions  of  the  Atvjouins  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples,  by  this  Will,  devolved  to  Lewisy 
whofe  Son,  Charles  the  Eighth,  proved  a 
very  powerful  Adverfary  to  Ferdittando. 


The  pre-  The  Kingdom  of  France  had  never 
^T\h^^^^^  been  in  a  more  flourifliing  Condition  fince 
Kingdom  the  time  of  Charles  the  Great,  for  the 
of  trance,  dumber  of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Glory  and 
Power  of  its  Arms,  its  Riches  and  Au^ 
thonty,  being  extended  thro*  all  the  three 

Parts, 
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Parts,  into  which   tlie   Anticnts  divided  ^  •  ^* 
Gaiii,  *  Ov\J 

For  t  V  Years  before,  Charles  the  Se- 
venth, after  many  and  dangerous  Battles, 
had  added  to  his  Sovereignty  Normandy 
and  Guienne^  w^hich  had  been  poflefled  by 
the  Englijh :  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  in  his 
latter  Years,  was  in  PofTeffion  of  Pro^ 
vencey  Burgundy ^  and  the  beft  part  of  Pi-^ 
cardy  3  and  Charles  the  Eight,  by  Marri-» 
age,  became  Mailer  of  Britany, 

Charles  wanted  only  an  Oppor-*' 
tunity  to  invade  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ; 
his  Courtiers  having  taken  a  great  deal  of 
Pains  from  his  tender  Years,  to  inftill  in^ 
to  him  an  Opiniojn  of  his  Right  to  that 
Crown.  They  alfo  flattered  his  Vanity,  by 
iniinuating,  that  this  Acquifition  would 
enable  him  to  conquer  the  T^urkijh  Em* 
pire.  Charles  s  Deligns  being  known,  Lo^ 
dovico  Sforza  thought  it  an  eafy  Matter  to 
perfuade  him  to  what  he  was  already  in- 
clined. Sforza  was  not  unknown  at  the 
D  4  Court 

*  This  antient  Divifion  of  Gml  is  to  be  feen  in  the  be-t 
|innin§  of  Cee/ars  Com.  in  Fliny,  lib.  4,    StraboXih,  4, 
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^'  ^-  Court  of  Ff'a72ce,  for  both  he,  and  his  Bro- 
^^^^.^^^^  ther  GaleazzOy  had  always  cultivated  a 
Friendihip,  begun  in  Francejco  their  Fa- 
ther's Time,  who  Thirty  Years  before  had 
received  from  Lewis  the  Eleventh  the 
City  of  Savona  in  Fief,  together  with  all 
his  Pretenfions  on  Genoa  -,  for  Lewis  was 
ever  averfe  to  an  Italia?:  Expedition. 

LoDOvico,  to  render  his  Sollicita- 
tions  of  greater  Weight,  and  thinking  it 
too  dangerous  to  be  Angular  in  kindling  fp 
great  a  Combuftion,  apply 'd  to  the  Pope 
with  Arguments  proper  to  gratify  both  his 
Ambition  and  Refentment.  He  endea- 
vour'd  to  convince  him,  that  neither  the 
Friend  fhip,  nor  Arms  of  any  of  the  Ifa^ 
lian  Powers,  would  enable  him  to  revenge 
.  himfelf  on  Fei'dijiando^  or  procure  Prefer- 
ments for  his  Children  ;  and  that  he  had 
no  other  Way  left  of  comparing  thefe 
Ends,  than  by  applying,  in  Concert  with 
him,  to  the  Fre?ich  Court, 

Alexander  embraced  the  Scheme, 
from  a  natural  Love  of  Novelty,  or  to 
frighten  the  Arragonians  into    what   he 

coul4 
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eould  not  obtain  by  fair  Means ;  and  very   ^-  ^- 
fecretly  difpatch'd  Agents  to  found  the  In-(^r-y-vj 
clinations  of  the  Frejich :  Whilft  Lodovico 
fent  thither  publickly,  tho*  under  another ^^^^  P^^P« 
Pretence,  Charles  Barbiano^  Count  of  Bel-  cvico  folli- 
giiofo^  who,  after  niany  private  Conferences  ^JJg^g^'jJ'^^^ 
with  the  King  and  his  Miniflers,  was  in- come  into 
troduc'd  into  the  Council,  where  in  the  ^''^' 
Prefence  of  a  great  many  Prelates,  Nobles, 
and  Peers    of  the  Realm,   he  addrefled 
the  King  in  the  following  Manner.  * 

Moji  Chrijlian  King  I 
LodovicoSforza  makes  aTen-   Count 
der  to  your  Majefly  of  his  Treafure  and  ^^^-^J^'^^'-* 
Forces,  to  affifi:  You  in  the  Acquilition  of  before  the 
the  Kingdom    of  Naples.     And  if  any^;"f^^  ^^ 
one  fliould,  for  particular  Reafons,  fufped:  Council, 
his  Faith  and  Sincerity  in   this   Propofal ; 
I  am  perfuaded  that  Perfon  will  renounce 
his  ill   grounded  Sufpicion,  and   intirely 
change  his  Opinion,  when  he  comes  to 
refled",  with  the  leaft  Attention,  on  the 
Obligations  which  Lodovico  himfelf,  his 
Brother  Galeazzo,  and  their  Father  Fran-- 

cefcoy 

*  This  Speech  much  refembles  a  Letter  writ  in  Latin 
\y  Lodovico  Sforza  to  the  King  :  Which  Letter  is  to  be 
fecn  in  Qorio, 
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^  ^-  cefco,  firfl  lay  under  to  Lewis  the  Eleventh 
{^y^^/->^  your  Father,  and  afterwards  to  your  Ma- 
jefty.  And  much  greater  Caufe  will  fuch 
a  Perfon  have  for  his  Change  of  Senti- 
ments, if  he  confiders,  that  from  thi^ 
Enterprize  many  Difadvantages  may  arife, 
and  but  little  Hopes  of  any  Profit  can  pof- 
fibly  refult  to  Lodovico:  Whilft  the  Fruits 
of  Vidtory  to  your  Majefty  will  be  Glory, 
the  additional  Dominion  of  a  fine  King- 
dom, and  an  aufpicious  Opportunity  for 
the  unbounded  Extent  of  your  Fame  and 
Empire.  A  juft  Revenge  for  the  Plots 
and  Injuries  fuifered  from  the  Arragoni^ 
am  is  all  that  Lodovico  can  propofe  to 
himfelf.  If,  on  the  other  Hand,  this  At- 
tempt, (however  promifing)  fhould  not 
fucceed,  your  Majefty 's  Glory  would  ne- 
verthelefs  remain  unfully'd. 

But,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  every  one  knows 
that  LodovicOy  hated  by  many,  and  de- 
fpis'd  by  all,  for  fuch  a  Mifcarriage,  could , 
find  no  Remedy  to  the  Dangers  which 
muft  enfue.  What  finifter  Views  can  then 
a  Prince  be  fufpedled  of,  where  his  Cir- 
cumftances  are  fo  unequal  ?  The  Motives 

that 
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that  induce  you  to  fo  gloriovis  an  Expedi-  ^-  ^' 
tion,  are  fo  evident  of  themfelves,  that  (J.^;^ 
they  admit  of  no  Doubt.  Every  Argu- 
ment neceffary  for  fuch  a  Refolution  here 
(coincides  ;  the  Juftice  of  your  Caufe,  the 
Facility  of  Contjueft,  and  the  Fruits  of 
^he  Vid:ory. 

Every  one  is  apprifed  of  the  urw 
doubted  Tide  the  Houfe  of  Jbijou  has  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples  5  that  you  are  the 
Jegidmate  Heir.  And  how  juftly  is  the 
Succeilion  claimed  by  the  Defcendantp  of 
that  CharleSy  who  firft  obtained  this  King- 
dom by  Authority  of  the  Ro?nan  Pontiffy 
and  then  by  the  Force  and  Valour  of  his 
Arms  ?  But  the  Facility  in  acquiring  this 
Pofleflion,  is  not  lefs  than  the  Juftice  of 
the  Title.  Who  knows  not,  how  inferior 
in  Strength  and  Power  the  King's  of 
'Naples  are,  to  the  firft  and  moft  power-^ 
ful  King  in  Chriftendom  ?  How  great  and 
formidable  is  the  French  Name  all  over 
the  World  ?  And  what  a  Terror  your 
Arms  are  to  all  Nations?  The  petty  Dukes 
of  Anjou  never  attack'd  that  Kingdom, 
without  putting  the  People  in  great  Con- 

fternation  ? 
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^-  J^'  ftcrnation.  Tis  frefli  in  eveiy  one's  Mc- 
lyr^^/-^  mory,  how  Giovanni,  fon  of  Renato, 
would  have  had  a  fure  Victory  againil  this 
Ferdinando,  if  Pope  Fiiis  had  not  inter- 
pos'd,  and  prevented  it ;  in  Conjundion 
with  Francefco  Sforza,  who  (as  every  one 
knows)  at  that  Time  adled  by  the  Di- 
redtion  of  your  Royal  Father.  What  then 
may  not  be  perform'd  by  the  Arms  and 
Authority  of  fo  mighty  a  King,  who  has 
fo  many  Advantages  beyond  Rmato  and 
Giovanni  ?  Thofe  Princes,  who  then  ob- 
ftruded  the  Viftory,  are  now  your  Al- 
lies, and  will  much  contribute  to  the  fuc- 
cefsful  Execution  of  this  Projed: ;  namely, 
the  Pope,  whofe  Territories  border  on 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples  by  Land,  and 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  through  his  Power 
in  Genoa  by  Sea.  Neither  will  you  have 
any  Oppofition  from  the  reft  of  the  Ita- 
lians :  For  the  Vmctians  will  not  expofe 
themfelves  to  Dangers  and  Expences  a- 
gainft  the  French,  their  anticnt  Friends, 
to  favour  Ferdinando,  whofe  Name  they 
abhor.  Nor  is  it  credible  that  the  Flo- 
rejitines  will  depart  from  their  natural 
Attachment    to     your     Family:      And 

were 
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were  they  inclined  to  it,  of  what  Con-  ^-  ^. 
fequence  would  that  be  ?  How  often  has  (J^l^Lj 
your  warlike  Nation,  in  Spite  of  all  Italy ^ 
palled  the  Alps,  and  return 'd  trium- 
phant? When  was  the  Kingdom  of 
France  io  glorious,  fo  happy,  fo  power- 
ful, and  in  fuch  a  State  of  Peace  and 
Tranquillity,  as  at  prefent  ?  Had  the 
Times  been  thus  propitious  in  your  Fa- 
ther's Days,  he  would,  without  Doubt, 
have  undertaken  this  Expedition. 

Nor  will  the  Difficulties  which  your 
Enemies  have  to  ftruggle  with,  be  lefs 
confiderable  than  the  many  and  great  Ad- 
vantages that  appear  in  your  Favour.  The 
Anjouin  Party  is  very  numerous:  Great 
Dependance  is  to  be  laid  on  the  many 
Princes  and  Nobles  unjuftly  banifhed  of 
late  Years ;  not  to  mention  the  cruel 
Ufage  of  Fcrdinando  to  his  Barons  and 
People,  even  to  thofe  of  his  own  Arra-- 
gonian  Party.  His  Inlincerity  is  fo  great, 
fo  immoderate  his  Avarice,  his,  and  his 
Son's  Examples  of  Barbarity,  fo  fliocking, 
that  'tis  evident,  the  People,  out  of  Hatred 
to  them,    and  Affe(ftion  to  the  French^ 

whofe 
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^.  D.   whofe    liberal,  mild,    and   humane   Go^ 
(^r-^^^  vernment  is  ftill  frefli  in  their  Memory, 
will  make  a  general  Infurred:ion  on  the 
firft  Notice  of  your  Arrival. 

The  Refolution  itfelf  is  fufficient  to 
make  you  vidtorious,  and  no  fooner 
Ihall  your  Troops  have  pafied  the  Alps^ 
and  the  Fleet  be  got  together  in  the 
Port  of  Genoa^  but  Ferdinando  and  his 
Children,  terrify 'd  at  their  own  Wicked- 
nefs,  will  think  more  of  the  Means  to 
efcape,  than  of  thofe  to  defend  them- 
felves. 

r  In  this  eafy  Manner  you  will  recover 
to  your  Family  a  Kingdom,  tho*  not  to 
be  compared  to  France y  yet  a  Kingdom 
exteniive  and  rich,  highly  valuable,  and 
to  be  defir'd  for  the  many  Advantages 
France  will  reap  from  it.  Thofe  I  could 
enumerate,  but  that  I  am  fenfible  more 
worthy  and  more  exalted  Thoughts  will 
move  fo  great  a  King  to  adl,  not  altogether 
for  his  own  Intereft,  but  for  the  Good  of 
the  whole  Chriftian  World.  Every  one 
knows,  that  in  fome  Places  the  Sea  is  but 

feventy 
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feventy  Miles  wide,  between  the  Neapolitan  ^-  ^' 
and  Grecian  Coaft  j  the  latter,  a  Country  OnrNj 
opprefled  and  torn  to  Pieces  by  the  Turks^ 
and  of  nothing  more  deiirous  than  to  fee 
the  Chriftian  Banners  difplay'd.  How 
eafy  will  it  then  be  to  penetrate  into  the 
very  Bowels  of  the  I'lirkijh  Empire  ?  And 
4  to  take  even  Co7ifla?2ti?tople,  the  Seat  and 
Head  of  that  Monarchy  ?  And  to  whom 
does  it  belong,  moil  powerful  King,  fo  pro^ 
perly  as  to  yourfelf,  to  cherifh  fuch  Ideas  ? 
To  you  God  has  given  the  greateft  Power : 
You  have  the  Name  of  Mofl:  Chriftian : 
And  the  Examples  of  your  glorious  Pre- 
deceflbrs,  who  have  often  marched 
Armies  out  of  this  Kingdom,  fometimes 
to  proted:  the  Church  of  God,  diftrefs'd 
by  Tyrants  -,  fometimes  to  deftroy  the 
Infidels,  and  to  recover  the  moft  facred 
Sepulchre  of  Chrijl^  and  thereby  have  ren- 
der'd  the  Name  and  Majefty  of  the  Kings 
oi  France  for  ever  illuftrious.  Infpired  with 
thefc  Notions,  and  by  fuch  heroic  Ad:ions, 
Charles^  your  Predeceflbr,  acquired  the 
Name  of  Great,  and  became  Emperor  of 
'Rome  :  You  bear  the  Name  of  that  glori- 
ous Cbar/es,  and,  by  treading  in  his  Steps, 

you 
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A.   D.  you  have  now  an  Opportunity  of  acquiring 
fj^2^  the  fame  Renown  and  Title, 

But  why  do  I  lofe  Time  with  thefc 
Arguments  ?  As  if  it  were  not  more  con- 
venient, and  more  according  to  the  Order 
of  Nature,  to  aflert  one*s  own  Right,  than 
to  make  new  Acquifitions  ?  How  muft  it 
ftain  your  Character,  with  all  thefe  Ad- 
vantages, to  fufFer  any  longer  Ferdi?mndo 
to  enjoy  a  Kingdom,  pofleiTed  by  your 
Anceftors  in  a  conftant  Succeflion  of  near 
Two  Hundred  Years  ?  Refledl,  how  di- 
vine a  Thing  it  will  be  to  free  thofe  People, 
that  are  your  natural  Subjed;s,  from  the 
oppreflive  Tyranny  of  the  Catalans,  This 
Undertaking  then  is  jufl,  eafy,  neceflary  ; 
and  no  lefs  glorious  and  facred  ;  efpecially, 
as  it  paves  a  Way  to  a  Projedt,  worthy  of  a 
Mofl  Chriftian  King,  to  which  you  are 
call'd,  not  by  Men,  but  by  God :  And 
that  in  fo  confpicuous  a  Manner,  as  to 
afTure  you  of  Victory  before  the  Attempt : 
A  Vidlory  which  will  not  only  crown  your 
Majefty  with  Glory  and  Empire,  but  will 
be  attended  with  a  Train  of  fuch  Con- 
fequences,  as  will  render  it  beneficial  to 

the 
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the  Univerfe,  and  extend  the  Boundaries  ^-    ^' 
of  the  Chriftian  Republic.  i-^y^^ 

This  Harangue  was  not  reliih'd  byobjeaions 
thofe  of  the  greateft  Repute  for  Expe- J°^^^y^''-^ 
rience  and  Sagacity  in  the  Council.  TheydUion. 
were  of  Opinion,  that  marching  Armies 
fo  far  from  home  againfl  a  powerful  Ad- 
verfaiy  was  very  hazardous.  -Ferdmando 
and  his  Son  were  in  great  Efteem  for 
Knowledge  of  Military  Affairs  :  And  as 
the  former  had  opprefled,  in  the  Courfe 
of  Thirty  Years  Reign,  a  great  Number 
of  Barons,  it  was  thought  he  had  accu- 
mulated immenfe  Treafures.  They  con- 
lider'd  that  the  King  was  not  capable 
himfelf  of  conducting  fo  important  an 
Enterprize,  and  that  many  of  his  Council 
were  unexperienced  in  the  Management 
of  Affairs,  both  civil  and  military.  To 
this  they  added  the  w^ant  of  Money,  large 
Sums  whereof  would  be  neceffary  to  carry 
fo  great  a  Projedt  into  Execution  ^  and  the 
difmgenuous  Artifices  of  the  Italians  to 
allure  the  King  :  For  nobody  could  believe 
that  any  of  them,  efpecially  LodovicOy 
E  would 
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^-  ^'  would  be  fatisfy'd  to  fee  the  Kingdom  ojf 
_^^-i^  Naples  in  the  Power  of  Frajice,  There- 
fore they  judg'd  it  difficuh  to  make  that 
Conquefl,  and  much  more  fo  to  pre- 
ferve  it.  They  conlider'd  how  the 
King's  Father,  a  Prince,  who  always  re- 
*  gulated  his  Condud:  by  the  Reality,  not 
'  by  the  Appearance  of  Things,  never  re- 
Igarded  this  Claim ;  but  conftandy  aflerted, 
that  to  fend  Armies  beyond  the  Alps^  was 
only  purchafing  Troubles  and  Perils  at 
the  Coft  of  immenfe  Treafure  and  French 
Blood.  That  it  was  iirft  neceffary  to 
adjuft  Differences  with  neighbouring 
Princes  ;  for  befides  fundiy  Occafions  for 
Quarrels  and  Jealoufies  that  fubfifted  with 
Fe7'dinmidoy  King  of  Spain ^  many  Inju- 
ries between  France^  and  Maximilian 
King  of  the  Romans^  and  Philip  his  Son^ 
the  Arch-duke  of  Anjlj'ia^  requlr'd  Re- 
paration ;  and  could  not  be  compromi&d 
without  yielding  to  fomething  detrimental 
to  the  Crown  of  France  3  and  their  Emu- 
lation was  fuch,  that  even  then  they 
would  not  heartily  be  reconcil'd.  Nor 
was  there  any  Reafon  to  truft  Henry  the 
Seventh  :  Therefore,  what  Security  could 

they 
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they  have,  that  when  their  Armies  were  ^-  ^• 
at  fuch  a  Diftance,  France  itfelf  wnnlH .  ^^1^ 
not  be  invaded  ?  For  the  EngJifi  would 
then  fooner  confult  their  natural  Hatred 
to  the  French,  than  the  Articles  of  the 
late  Peace ;  eipecially  as  it  was  plain  Henry 
came  into  it,  only  becaufe  the  King  of 
the  Ro?nans  had  not  comply 'd  with  thofe 
Engagements  that  encourag'd  him  to  lay 
liege  to  Boulogne, 

T  H  E  s  E^   and  fuch  like   Objedlions,  james 
were  rais'd  amonp:fl:  the  Great  Men,  and  ^7 '^'^'f* 

o  .        r  ^      Others 

laid  before  the  King  to  difluade  him  from  againft  the 
an  Italian  War;    and  particularly  y^^^\\ll 
Gra'-jilky  Admiral  of  France -y  (who,tho' 
lefs  regarded  than  formerly  at  Court,  yet 
preferv'd  his  Authority  with  the  People) 
vigoroully  oppofed  this  Undertaking. 

But  Charles,  who  was  but  Twenty- 
two  Years  old,  and  quite  unexperienced 
in  State  Affairs,  being  inflamed  with  a 
Thirft  of  Conquejfh  and  Glory,  founded 
rather  on  Levity  and  fudden  Impulfe,  than 
Maturity  of  Counfel,  would  not  hearken 
to  the  wholefome  Advice  of  his  prudent 
E  2  Minillers, 
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Minifters.     By  his  own  Inclination,  and, 
perhaps,    by   his   Father's  Example  and 
Precepts,  he  did  not  like  to  be  diredled 
by  the   Great   Men   of  the   Kingdom ; 
And,  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  came  out 
of  the  Tuition  of  his   Sifter  Anne,    the 
Dutchefs  of    Bourbon,    he  changed  her 
able    Miniftry,    of  which  the    Admiral 
was  at  the  Head,  to  make  way  for  his 
Intimates,  who  were  Men  of  low  Birth, 
and  narrow  Capacities  ;  moft  of  whom 
were  gain'd  by  Lodovico\  Minifter,  who 
was   afliduous  in  corrupting  them ;  fome 
with  coftly  Prefents  ;    fome   with   Hopes 
of  great   Eftates  in  the   new-conquer'd 
Country;     and    others    with    Expecta- 
tions of   Ecclefiaftical  Preferments.     All 
thefe  unanimoufly  encourag'd  their  Prince 
to  follow  his  Inclinations. 


He  advanced  to  the  Poft  of  Prime- 
r/r/,  and  Minifter,  Stephen  Vers,  a  Man  of  mean 
^^^^'^°P  Extraction  in  Languedoc,  who  had  attend- 
lo,  chief  ed  him  in  his  Infancy,  and  whom  he 
Counfel-  j^^^  before  made  Senefchal  of  Beaucaire  : 

Ion. 

Next  t6  him  in  Efteem  was  JVtlliam  Brif-* 
Jonettey  from  a  Merchant  made  General  ia 

Chief, 
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Chief,  and  afterwards  Bifliop  of  St.  Malo,  ^-  ^• 
He,  inConjundlion  with  Vers,  manag'd  all^^^.,^^^ 
the  Finances,  and  was  confulted  in  Affairs 
of  the  greateft  Importance,  though  very 
litde  verfed  in  Matters  of  State. 

A  N  T  o  N  E  L  L  o  of  St.  SevertWy  Prince  of 
Salerno  y2Xi^Bernar dim,  of  the  fame  Family, 
Prince  of  Bijjignano  %  with  feveral  other 
outlaw'd  Barons  of  the  Kingdom  of  Na-- 
pies,  had  been  a  long  Time  in  France^ 
folliciting,  and  endeavouring  to  facilitate 
this  Conqueft,  by  laying  before  the  Mini- 
ftry  the  bad  State  of  the  Kingdom,  the 
DifafFediion  of  the  People,  and  the  Depen- 
dance  they  might  have  on  the -^/^W/z  Party. 

Some   Days   pafs'd  before  the   final  A  Treaty 
Refolution  was  taken.  Not  only  the  Mini-  uZ^^ko 
flry,  but  Charles  feem'd  a  litde  undeter-^^^^':^'^' 
min'd:    He  was  defirous  of  Empire,  but 
often  fearful  and  irrefolute.     After  fome 
Struggle,   however,    his  Inclination,  and 
the  unhappy  Fate  of  //^/^ prevailed :  When 
deaf  to  all  pacific  Counfels,  and  unknown 
to  any  one,  except  Beaucaire,  and  the  Bi- 
Ibop  of  St.  Malo,  he  figned  a  Conven- 
D  3  tion 
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tlon  with  Lodovicos  Ambaflador,  but 
the  Conditions  were  kept  very  fecret 
for  feveral  Months :  The  chief  Articles 
were  thefe,  That  whenever  the  King 
Ihould  think  proper,  either  to  condudt  in 
Perfon,  or  fend  an  Army  into  Italy,  Lo^ 
dovico  fliould  give  him  a  PafTage  through 
his  Dominions,  and  fupply  him  with 
Five  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  at  his  own 
Expence :  *  That  he  fhould  give  him  Li- 
berty to  equip  what  VefTels  he  pleafed  in 
the  Port  of  Genoa,  and  alfo  lend  hirr^ 
Two  Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats  before 
he  left  France.  On  the  other  Hand, 
the  King  engag'd  to  protect  Lodovico  in 
the  Government  of  the  Dutchy  of  Milan^ 
and  to  keep  for  that  Purpofe  Two  Hun- 
dred Lances  -f-  in  AJli,  a  City  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Or  learn,  as  long  as  the 
War  fhould  lail.  And  by  a  feparate 
Article,  fign'd  by  the  King's  own  Hand, 
he  was  to  confer  upon  him  the  Principa- 
lity of  I'aranto,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  in 
Pofleffion  of  the  Kingdom  of  iV<:7/>/<?^. 

It 

*  By  Men  at  Arms  is  meant  Men  in  heavy  Armour, 
|hc  fjril  of  the  three  Corps  mentioned  Page  31. 

•f-  The  French  Lances  were  of  the  f^me  kind,  as  th^ 
ftaiiun  Men  at  Arn]s. 
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It  will  not  be  improper  to  coniider 
here  the  Variety  of  Times,  and  the  diffe- 
rent Policies  of  Princes  relating  to  the  fame 
Affair.  Francejco  Sforzay  Father  of  Lo- 
dovicOy  a  Prince  of  cojifummate  Prudence 
and  great  Courage,  had  a  particular 
Friendfliip  for  the  Houfe  oi  AnjoUy  and 
at  the  fame  Time  was  an  Enemy  to  the 
ArragonianSy  for  the  many  Injuries  he  had 
received  from  Alfonfoy  this  Ferdinandd% 
Father:  However,  when  Giovanni ^  Son 
of  RcnatOy  in  the  Year  Fourteeen  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Seven,  attacked  the  King- 
dom of  NapleSy  he  affifted  Ferdiyjan- 
do  with  fo  much  Expedition,  that  the 
Yidlory  was  chiefly  attributed  to  his  Con- 
dud.  The  chief  Reafon  which  induced 
him  to  ad:  in  this  Manner,  was  the  Dan- 
ger he  thought  the  Milanefe  would  be 
fubjed  to,  if  a  French  Prince,  whofe  Do-^ 
minions  were  fo  near  his  own,  iliould 
get  Poffeffion  of  Napks, 

The  fame  Motive  had  prevailed  not 

long  before  on  Filippo  Maria  Vijcontiy   to 

abandon  the  Anjouins  his  Favourites,   and 

E  4  k% 
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^'  -D.  fet  at  Liberty  Alfonfo  his  Enemy ;  who 
i^/'-^^rsJ  being  taken  at  Gaeta  by  the  Genoefe  in  a 
Sea-Fight,  had  been  brought,  with  great 
Part  of  his  Nobility,  Prifoner  to  Milan, 
On  the  other  Hand,  Lewisy  the  Father  of 
Charles^  tho*  often  invited,  and  with 
plaufible  Reafons,  to  aflert  his  Right  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples^  and  continually  folli- 
cited  by  the  Genoefe  to  come  and  receive 
them  for  his  VafTals,  as  his  Father  Charles 
the  Seventh  had  done  before,  yet  had 
conflantly  refufed  to  meddle  with  the  Af- 
fairs of  Italy y  as  a  Scheme  which  would  be 
attended  with  great  Expence,  many  Dif- 
ficulties, and  prove  pernicious  to  the 
Kingdom  of  France,  * 

Now  Men's  Opinions  vary,  though, 
perhaps,  the  fame  Reafons,  without  any 
Variation,  fubfift.  Lodovico  invites  the 
French  to  pafs  the  Mountains,  without 
dreading  from  a  powerful  King  of  France^ 
in  PofTeflion  of  the  Kingdom  of  NapleXy 

that 

^  Paulo  EwV/tf  writes,  that  when  Roberto  of  San  Scverino 
follicitid  Leivit  XL  to  come  into  Italy,  Lewis  replied* 
)ie  had  o|)ferved  that  none  of  his  PredccelTors  had  ever 
^cen  able  to  preferve  the  Conqucfts  they  h^d  jn9d«  ift 


in- 
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that  Danger  which  his  valiant  Father  ap-  ^'  ^• 
prehended  from  a  little  Count  of  Pro-^^y^.^^ 
'vence  :  And  Charles  is  eager  in  carrying 
a  War  into  Italy ^  preferring  the  Rafhnefs 
of  vulgar,  unexperienced  Minifters,  to  the 
Example  of  his  Father,  a  prudent  and 
fagacious  King. 

Certain  it  is,  that  Lodovico  v^as  en-  The  Duke 
couraged  to  invite  the  French  by  his  Fa-^^  coun- 
ther-in-Law,    Hercole  d'  Efte,    Duke    of  ^^1^  ^"i' 
Ferrara,    vmo  vs^as  ardently  delirous  tOvite  the 
recover  the  PoUiJfeite  of  Rovigo,    a  Terri- -^'■^'^^^' 
tory  contiguous  to,    and  very  important 
for  the  Safety  of  Ferrara.     The  Polli[fe?ie 
had  been  taken  from  him  in  a  War  v^ith 
the*  Venetians  Ten  Years   before,    and  he 
was   perfuaded  he    could    no   otherwife 
compafs  his  Defign,    than  by  fetting  all 
Italy  at  Variance. 

It  was  thought  by  many,  that  al- 
though Hercole  profefs'd  a  great  Friend- 
iliip  for  his  Son-in-Law,  he  yet  ow'd  him 
a  violent  Grudge:  For  in  that  War,  though 
all  the  reil  of  Italy  had  declar'd  in  his 
Favour   againfl   the   Venetians^    Sforza^ 

who 
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J.  D.  -who  then  governed  the  Milancfe  for  his 
c.Ii^iL»own  Ends,  oblig'd  the  other  Potentates, 
who  were  fuperior  in  Strength,  to  make 
a  Peace,  and  in  the  Articles  gave  the 
Pollijhie  to  the  Vcnctiam^  and  therefore 
as  Hercole  could  not  avenge  himfelf  with 
Arms,  he  determined  to  do  it  with  per- 
nicious Counfels,  when  Lodovico  confulted 
him. 

^ntsof       ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  News  of  this  Treaty, 
the  itaii-  though   from   uncertain  Authority,    was 
ce7ni'ng""  ^P^^^^   ^^cr  Italy,    the    Minds  of  Men 
the  French  w«re  varioufly  affected :  Thofe  thought  it 
on^  ^'^"  ^f  ^^^  utmoft  Confequence,   who  confi- 
der'd  the  Power  of  France,    the  warlike 
Inclination  of  the  People,  and  the  Diviii- 
ons  among  the  Italians,     Others,  refledl- 
ing  on  the  King's  Youth,  his  narrow  Ca- 
pacity, the  natural  Indolence  of  the  French, 
and  the  Difficulties  of  this  Undertaking, 
were  of  Opinion,  it  would  prove  abortive, 
as  founded  rather  on  Ralhnefs  and  Levity, 
than  on  Maturity  of  CounfeL 

Ferdinando,    againfl    whom    tliis 
mighty  Entcrprize   Was   levell'd,  feem'd 
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no  ways  alarm'd :  He  gave  out,  that  if  the 
French  intended  to  attack  him  by  Sea, 
they  would  find  his  Fleet  no  ways  infe- 
rior to  theirs ;  his  Ports  well  fortify 'd,  and 
in  his  immediate  Poffeffion  :  So  that 
none  of  his  Barons  were  in  a  Condition  to 
favour  the  Landing  of  an  Enemy,  as 
Rojfano  and  others  had  done,  at  the  Inva- 
fion  of  Giovanni  d'Anjou.  As  for  the 
Land  Expedition,  it  would  prove  labori- 
ous, create  Jealoufies,  and  was  at  too  great  a 
Diftance  :  For  an  Army  muft  march 
through  all  Italy ^  before  it  could  arrive  at 
his  Dominions  ;  and  therefore  every 
Prince,  but  efpeciajly  Lodovico^  ought  to 
be  alarm'd  5  whofe  Territories  lying  near- 
er France^  might  tempt  the  King  to  at- 
tack them.  And  as  the  Duke  of  Milan 
was  fo  nearly  related  to  the  King,  how 
could  Lodovico  promife  himfelf,  that  his 
Majefty  would  not  deliver  him  from  his  cruel 
Oppreflion  3  particularly,  as  it  was  known, 
that  Charles  long  fince  had  declared  he 
would  not  fuffer  his  Coufin  Giovanni  Gale- 
azzo  to  be.fo  groflly  abufed.  Again,  his 
own  Kingdom  was  populous;  he  had  a 
pumerous  Army ;  plenty  of  Money  and 

Means 
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Means  of  procuring  what  more  might  be 
rcquir'd;  Abundance  of  flout  Horfes, 
Ammunition,  Artillery,  and  all  warlike 
Stores ;  many  Officers  of  experienced 
Courage  -,  and  a  Son,  whofe  Fame  was 
well  eftablifhed  for  his  Valour  and  Con- 
dud  in  all  the  late  Commotions  of  Italy, ^ 
Befides,  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  Affiftance 
of  the  King  of  Spain^  who  was  doubly  re- 
lated to  him,  as  being  his  Coufin,  and 
Brother  to  his  Wife :  And  he  was  very 
certain,  that  King  would  never  fuffer  the 
French  to  eftablifli  themfelves  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Sicily, 


With  thefe,  and  many  more  Reafons, 
]/Jahrm'd  he  thought  proper  to  amufe  the  Public, 
J^  ^^^  and  intimidate  Lodovico ;  magnifying  his 
own,  and  diminifhing  his  Enemy's  For- 
ces. But,  as  he  was  a  Prince  of  fingular 
Prudence  and  Experience,  he  was  inward- 
ly very  much  afFeded :  He  well  remem- 
bered the  Troubles  the  French  had  given 
him  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign;  and 

ferioufly 

*  Ctllemucio^  in  his  4th  Book,  endeavours  to  prove, 
that  Nature  has  endowed  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  witlj 
fuch  valuable  Gifts,  as  to  have  tempted  all  foreign  Po- 
tentates,  in  their  Turn^  to  invade  it. 


Ferdh 


nan- 
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ferioufly   confider'd,   he  had  to  do  with 
a  powerful  and  warlike  Nation,  and  much 
fuperior    to    his,    in    Cavalry,    Infantry, 
Fleets,  Artillery,  and  Treafure  :  A  People, 
who,  for  their  King's  Glory,  were  ever 
willing  to   encounter   Danger.     On  the 
contrary,  his  Subjeds  hated  the  Name  of 
the  Arragonians ;    were  inclined  to  rebel ; 
naturally  inconftant,  and  fond  of  Changes; 
readier  to  follow  the  Fortune  of  an  Inva- 
der,   than  adhere   to  their  Allegiance :  * 
That  his  Troops  were  not  in  the  good 
Condition  he  had  boafted,  nor  the  Mo- 
ney accumulated  fufficientfor  his  Defence ; 
and  the  Tumults,    when  the  War  was 
once  commenced,     would    difable    him 
from  raifing   any  further  Supplies:    He 
had  Enemies  in  all  Parts  of  Italy ;  there 
being  not  a  fingle  State  that  had  not  felt 
the  Weight  of  his  Arms,    or  been  ca- 
joFd  by  his  Artifices :    That  the  Spani^ 
ards  were  apt  to  make  fair  Promifes ;  but, 
according  to  Experience,  were  little  to  be 
depended  on^    and  his  prefent  Dangers 
were  not  to  be  remov'd  by  the  Rumours 

of 

*  Li'vy^  Lib.  I.  Dec.  4.  The  Neapolitans  abftain 
from  Rebellion,  only  when  they  are  at  a  Lofs  to  find  a 
Power  that  will  accept  of  their  Allegiance. 
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^-  ^'    of  their  great  Preparations,  which  in  tht 
liJ^^!^  End  he  knew  would  be  flender  and  in- 
eiFedual. 

His  Fears  were  encreafed  by  feveral 
Predictions,  prognofticating  Calamities  to 
his  Family,  which  came  to  his  Know- 
ledge, at  different  Times,  from  old  Papers; 
and  from  Perfons,  who,  though  ignorant 
of  prefent  Affairs,  yet  would  pretend  to 
foretell  what  was  to  come.  Thefe 
Things  in  Profperity  are  little  regarded, 
but  too  much  in  Adverfity.* 

takcnby       D I s T u R B E D  by  fo  many  Refledllons, 
ferdinan-  and  the  Danger  appearing  without  Com- 

do  for  his  V  .         .U  .•  ITT  c 

Security.  P^rilon  greater  than  any  rational  Hope  of 
Safety;  he  found  he  had  no  other  Remedy 
left,  than,  by  yielding  to  fome  of  the  King 
oi Frances Pretenfions,  lefTen  the  Grounds 
that  mov*d  him  to  this  Invafion. 

Federigo,  the  fecond  Son  of  Fer^ 

diJiando 

•  It  was  pretended,  that  St.  Cataldo,  above  looo  Ycari 
before,  had  writ  a  Book  of  Prophecies  concerning  the 
Affairs  of  Naples  j  and  at  this  Junfture  had  appeared  to 
the  Sacriftan  of  the  Church,  where  he  was  buryM,  and  in- 
formed him  where  he  might  find  the  old  Manufcript. 
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^inajido,  was  married  to  a  Sifter  of  Kins;  ^-  ^* 
Charles  s  Mother,  by  whom  he  had  ^{y^^^ 
Daughter  called  Carlotta;^h.o  was  educated 
at  the  French  Court,  where  Ferdinando  had 
fent  Ambaffadors  to  treat  about  a  Match  for 
his  Grand-daughter  with  the  young  King 
oi  Scotland,  FerdinaJido  took  this  Opportu- 
nity of  joining  to  them  Camilla  Pandone, 
who  had  before  been  his  Agent  at  Paris^ 
with  Inftru^ions  to  ufe  their  befi:  Endea- 
vours, by  bribing  the  King's  Minifters,  to 
turn  his  Mind  from  the  Italian  Expedi- 
tion ;  and  if  that  Method  was  not  fufEcient, 
th^y  were  commiffion'd  to  offer  his  Ma- 
jefty  an  annual  Tribute,  or  any  other  Sa- 
tisfadion  he  could  reafonably  expecfl  for 
his  Claim. 

He  next  made  Ufe  of  his  Authority  to 
compromife  the  Affair  of  the  Caffles 
with  the  Pope^  laying  all  the  Blame  on 
Virginids  Obftinacy,  and  reviv'd  the 
Treaty  for  a  Marriage  between  their  na- 
tural Children:  But  his  chief  Concern 
was  to  pacify  and  affurc  himfelf  of  Lodo- 
njtco  Sforza^  Author  and  Promoter  of  all 
thefe  Evils.     He  well  knew  his  violent 

Kefolu- 
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^'  ^'  Refolutions  had  been  caus'd  by  Fear  > 
.Ji^^and,  therefore,  preferring  his  own  Security 
to  thaf  of  his  Grand-Children,  he  afTur'd 
him,  that  he  would  leave  the  Decifion  of 
his  Pretenfions  to  the  Dukedom  of  Milan 
to  himfelf,  without  any  Regard  to  the 
Perfualions  of  his  Son  Alfonfo  \  who 
defpifing  Lodovico  for  his  natural  Pufil- 
lanimity,  prefs*d  his  Father  to  force 
him  from  his  new  Alliance  by  Terror 
and  Threats  ;  without  conceiving,  that  the 
Timorous  are  as  often  driven  into  precipi- 
tate Counfels  by  Defpair  ;  as  the  Rafh,  for 
want  of  refledting  on  the  Dangers  they 
undertake. 


A  Treaty      Ferdinando,  at  laft,  fent  his  Son  Fede-- 

between  ' 


the  Pope  rigo  to  Ro?ne^  and  fetded  all  his  Affairs  with 

andf^; 

narJo* 


znAFerdi-^^  Pope:  He  obliged  Virgijiio  to  pay  over 


again  to  Alexmidcr^  the  Sum  he  had  before 
paid  to  Cibo  for  the  Purchafe  of  the  Caf- 
tlcs ;  and  a  Match  was  concluded  between 
MadamaSances,  andJDi?;^  Giuffre,  the  Pope's 
youngeft  Son,  though  neither  as  yet  of  a 
proper  Age  for  Wedlocl^. 

• 

The 
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Th  e  Conditions  were,  that  Giuffre,  in  a  ^-  ■^• 
few  Months,  ihould  go  to  Naples,  and  re-  tJ^^Xj 
C€ive  in  Dowry  the  PrincipaHty  of  Sqiiil- 
hci,  with  a  yearly  Income  of  Ten  Thou- 
fand  Ducats,  and  have  the  Command  of 
an  Hundred  Men  at  Arms  in  Ferdinando\ 
Army.  This  confirmed  Mankind  in  the 
Belief,  that  Alexanders  particular  Reafon 
for  fending  to  treat  in  Ff'ance,  was  to 
frighten  the  King  of  Naples  into  his  Mea- 
fures.  Ferdinando  endeavour'd  to  per- 
fuade  the  Pope  to  enter  into  an  Alliance 
with  him  for  the  Good  of  Italy,  But 
Alexander  raifed  fo  many  Difficulties,  that 
all  he  was  able  to  obtain,  and  that  with 
great  Secrecy,  was  a  Brief  for  a  defenfive 
Treaty  between  them  two  only,  for  the 
Proted:ion  of  each  other's  Dominions, 
in  cafe  they  fhould  be  attack'd.  As  foon 
as  thefe  Articles  were  fign'd,  the  Venetian 
and  Milanese  Troops,  who  came  to  the 
Pope's  Aid,  were  difmiffed. 

FerdixNANdo  flatter'd  himfelf  he  ihould 

have  equal  Succefs  with  Lodovieo,    who 

very  artfully  footh'd  the  Allies ;  fometimes 

making  them  believe,  he  never  intended 

F  to 
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to  favour  a  Frc?ich  Invafion,  which  might 
prove   fo  dangerous  to   Italy:    At  other 
times,  he  pretended  to  have  only,  feem- 
ingly,   let   himfelf  be  perfuaded   by   the 
King  of  FrancCy  with  whom  there  were 
former  Alliances  fubfifting,  and  to  whom 
he  had  Obligations  for  the  State  of  Genoa j 
which  he  held  in  Fief;   and  then  fending 
feparately  to  Ferdinandoy    the  Pope,    and 
Piero  de  Medici,  he  gave  each  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  miti- 
gate the  young  King's  fiery  Temper.     In 
this  Manner  he  thought  proper  to  amufe 
them,  leaft  they  fhould  fall  upon  him, 
before  the  French  were  in  Readinefs  ;  and 
he  was  the  more  readily  believed,  as  every 
CMie  thought  he  run  too  great  a  Rifque,  by 
admitting  fo  potent  a  King  into  Italy. 

The  whole  Summer  was  fpent  in  thefe 
Negotiations,  at  which  Charles  took  no- 
fort  of  Umbrage;  vAii\{k.  Ferdinando,  and 
the  Flore?itines,  neither  defpaired  of,  nor 
totally  confided  in,  the  Performance  of 
Lodovicds  Promifes. 

All  this  while  they  were  laying  in 

France 
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France  a  folid  Foundation  for  the  Execu-  ^-   ^« 
tion  of  this  new  Enterprize,  by  compofmg  yjj^^ 
all  Differences  with  Ferdijiando  and  Ija-  A  Treaty 
bella^  joint  King  and    Queen   of  Spain  -,  chavUi 
Princes,  in  thofe  Days,  of  great  Reputation  ^^^  ^^^\ 
for  having  fetded  Peace  in  their  Realms,  nando 
which  had  before  been  very  turbulent :  as  ?^*"S  ^^ 

^  spam, 

alfo,  for  having,  after  a  Ten  Years  War, 
difpoffefs'd  the  Moors  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Granada^  which  they  had  occupied  for 
near  Eight  Centuries. 

It  was  ffipulated  in  a  Capitulation, 
with  public  Oaths  on  one  Side,  and 
in  the  Church  by  the  other,  that  neither 
Ferdinando^  nor  Ifabella  (in  both  whofe 
Names  Spain  was  then  govern'd)  diredlly 
nor  indiredtly,  fliould  give  any  Aid  to  the 
Houfe  of  Arragon  in  Naples  5  make  any 
new  Alliance  with  them  5  or  any  way 
whatfoever  oppofe  Charles  in  this  Expe- 
dition ;  who,  to  obtain  fuch  feeming  Ad- 
vantages, began  with  a  certain  Lofs, 
for  uncertain  Gain,  by  reftoring  Perpig- 
nan^  with  all  the  Roujjillon^  that  had  long  ' 
fmce  been  given  in  Pledge  to  Lewis  his 
F  2  Father^ 
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A.   D.  Father,  by  Giovanni^    K.ing  of  ArragoHi 
fl^XS^^  Father  oi  Ferdinando, 

This  Concefiion  very  much  difguflcd 
the  French  Nation:  For  that  Province 
being  fituated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Pyre- 
nean  Mountains,  was,  according  to  the 
antient  Divilion,  Part  of  Gaul,  and  hin* 
dered  the  Spaniards  from  invading  France 
on  that  Side. 

For  the  fame  Reafons,   Charles  made 
A  Treaty  Peace  with    Maximilian,     King   of   the 
cw"   Romans,  *  and  his  Son  Philip,  who  had 
the  VIII.  been  long  at  Variance,  firfl  withL^w/jXI. 
l^ilhnr^"^^  after  with  himfelf,  on  account  of  his 
Father's  taking  PofTeffion  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Burgundy,  the  Province  of  Ariois,   and 
feveral  other  Places  in  that  Neighbour- 
hood, after  the  Death  oi  Charles,  Duke 
of   Burgundy,     and    Earl    of    Flanders ; 
which   Territories,    they   pretended,  be- 
long'd  to  the  Houfe   of  Aujlria.     The 

laft 

*  The  Hiftorian  calls  Maximilian^  King  of  the 
"Romans^  though  he  was  then  Emperor ;  which  Title  was 
never  given  to  the  Emperors  by  the  Italians  in  thofe 
Days,  till  they  were  crowned  in  Perfon  by  the  Pope. 
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laft  Cha?^les^  Duke  of  Burgundy^  left  a 
Daughter,  Ma?'ia  by  Name,  who  foon 
after  her  Father's  Death,  married  Maxi^ 
milian^  and  Philip  was  their  Son.  After 
many  bloody  Wars,  more  by  the  Defire 
of  the  Flemings^  than  by  his  own  .Incli- 
nations, Maximiliariy  upon  his  Wife's 
Deceafe,  made  Peace  with  the  French, 
To  corroborate  which,  Margaret^  Philip's 
Sifter,  though  under  Age,  was  efpoufed 
to  Charles^  but  after  fhe  had  been  kept 
feveral  Years  at  the  French  Court,  was 
repudiated,  to  make  Way  for  Anne^  the 
only  Daughter  of  Francis^  Duke  of  Brit^ 
tany,  and  Heirefs  to  that  Dutchy  :  Maxi-- 
milian,  at  the  fame  Tioie,  was  doubly  in- 
jur'd,  in  his  Daughter's  Match,  and  in  his 
own ;  for  he  h^d  already  efpoufed  Anne 
by  Procuration  :  But  now  finding  himfelf 
unable  to  carry  on  the  War  he  had 
enter'd  into  on  this  Account;  that  the 
Regency  of  Flanders  was  determined  not 
to  break  with  France^  in  their  Princess 
Minority;  and  obferving  that  Spain  and 
England  had  laid  down  their  ArqiSi  he 
alfo  agreed  to  a  Peace  :  In  Confequence  of 
which,  Charles  reftor'd  all  the  Artois^ 
F  3  except 
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except  the  Forts,  which  he  alfo  engag'd 
to  deliver  up  at  the  End  of  Four  Years, 
when  Philip  would  be  of  Age  to  coniirra 
this  Agreement.  The  Reafon  given  for 
parting  with  Artois,  was,  that  it  had  been 
confider'd  as  Margarefs  Dowry,  who 
was  now  fent  back  to  her  Father.  By 
this  Peace,  Charles  found  himfelf  at  Li- 
berty to  profecute  his  Expedition  againft 
Naples^  which  was  refolved  on,  at  Lodo- 
vico's  Inftance,    for  the  following  Year. 


Lodovko       As  the   Ambition   of  Mankind    rifes 

lllecc^^'in  ^^^"^  ^"^  ^^^P  ^^  another,  fo  Lodovico^ 
Marriage  not  fatisfy'd  With  fecuring  himfelf  in  the 
%lifn.'  Government  of  Milan^  now  afpired  at 
nothing  lefs  than  to  be  created  Duke, 
which  he  thought  might  be  ealily  com- 
pafs'd,  if  the  Arragoiiians  were  depreffed. 
To  give  fome  Colour  of  Juftice  to  this 
premeditated  Piece  of  Iniquity,  and  more 
firmly  to  eftablifli  himfelf,  he  married  his 
Niece,  Bianca  Maria^  Sifter  of  Giovanni 
GaleazzOy  the  prefent  Duke,  to  Maximif 
lian,  who,  after  the  Death  of  his  Father 
predericky  had  been  lately  eledled  Em- 
peror* 

LcdovicQ 
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LoDovico  agreed   to    give    her    in  ^-  ^' 
Portdon  Four  Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats,  o^-v^^ 
at  different  Payments,  and   the  Value  of 
Forty  Thoufand  more  in  Jewels. 

Maximilian,  pleased  more  with 
the  Money  than  the  Alliance,  to  the 
Prejudice  of  his  new  Brother-in-law, 
engag'd  to  inveft  Lodgvico  and  his  De- 
fcendants  in  the  Dukedom  of  Milan  % 
alledging  the  Fief  was  devolv'd  to  the 
Empire  at  the  Demife  of  Philippo  Maria 
Vijconti,  The  new  Deed  of  Inveftiture 
was  to  be  drawn  in  a  moil  ample  Form, 
and  fign'd  on  the  lafl  Payment  of  the 
Powry. 

The  Vifconti  Family  is  very  antlent  The 
and  coniiderable  in  the  State  of  Milan.  FamlV* 
During  the  bloody  Feuds  between  the 
two  Fadions  of  the  Guelfi  and  Ghibellini, 
one  of  the  Heads  of  the  Vifconti  ex- 
peird  the  Guelfi  out  of  Milan  3  and,  as  it 
commonly  happens  at  the  End  of  Civil 
Wars,  from  Chief  of  a  Party,  made  him- 
felf  Mailer  of  the  State.  Some  Years  af- 
ter, according  to  the  Cuflom  of  Ufur- 
F  4  pers, 
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^-  ^-    persj    he  was  defirous    of  pofTefTing,    in 
ly^-^^ryj  a.  legal  Manner,  what  he  had  obtain 'd  by 
Force ;  and    with   Tides   making    more 
illuflrious    his     Family,     which    in  Italy 
had  hitherto  been  rather   reverenc'd  than 
dreaded :  Wherefore  he,  and  his  Defen- 
dants   after    him,    found   Means  of  ac- 
quiring   from  the    Emperors,     firft   the 
Title   of  Captains,    then  Vicars    of  the 
Empire  5  and  at    laft  Giovanni  Galeazzo 
Vijconti^  who  ftyl'd  himfelf  Count  Virtus^ 
(an    Earldom    conferr'd  on   him  by  his 
Father-in-law,   "John  King  of  France)  ob- 
tained from  JVinceJlaus,  King  of  the  Ro- 
mansy    the  Dignity    of  Duke  of  Milan^ 
for  himfelf,    and   his  Heirs  Male.     His 
two  Sons,  Giova?imaria  and  Philippo  Ma- 
ria fucceeded  him :  They  both  dy'd  with- 
out  IfTue  y  and  Philippo  Maria^    by  his 
laft  Will,    left  the  Dutchy    to    Alfonfo, 
King  of  Arragon  and  Naples^  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  Friendfhip     contracted   with 
him,  at  the  Time  he  was  his  Prifoner  at 
Milan  :     And  alfo,  becaufe  he  imagined 
that  the  Dutchy,  being  defended   by  fo 
powerjfi^l  a  Prince,  ran  no  Rifque  of  falling 

under 
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under  the  Dominion  of  the  alpiring  Ve-   ^-  ^- 

H93- 

netians.  C>'-V>0 

But  France fco  Sforza,  a  Man  of  great     The 

n  >j   r       •U*       Sforxa 

Power,  and  very  much  elteem  d  tor  his  Family. 
Knowledge  and  Experience  both  in  Civil 
and  Military  Aifairs,  by  Force  of  Arms 
got  PofTeffion  of  the  State,  which  he 
claim'd  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  Bianca 
Maria,  a  natural  Daughter  of  the  laft 
Duke,  Philippo  Maria.  In  getting  Pof- 
feffion  of  this  Dutchy  many  Accidents 
concurr'd  in  his  Favour;  and  efpecially 
that  of  having  it  in  his  Power  to  break 
his  Word  with  thofe  who  hadjoin'd  him, 
on  his  Promife  of  not  attempting  the 
Sovereignty.  Francefco,  for  a  fmall  Sum 
of  Money  (as  was  reported)  might  have 
procur'd  the  Inveftiture  from  the  Em- 
peror Frederick ;  but  being  confident,  he 
was  able  to  fupport  his  Power,  by  the 
fame  Means  he  had  acquir'd  it,  he  def- 
pis'd  that  fort  of  Right,  and  left  the 
Dukedom  to  his  Son  Galeazzo ;  to  whom 
facceeded  this  Giovanni  Galeazzo  without 
Invefliture, 

LODOVICO 
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-^.  ^'        LoDovico  now    adling   an    unna- 

^l^^^tural    Part    againft   his  living   Nephew, 

and  an  injurious    one    to  the    Memory 

Lodo'vico  q£  j^g  deceas'd  Father  and  Brother,    af- 

procures  ,1.1 

for  him-  ferted  they  had  govern  d  without  a  Title^ 

Inveftl^    and  therefore  the  Dukedom  was  revolved 

ture  of    to  the  Empire.   Then,  procuring  for  him- 

ch^^of   ^^^^    ^^    Inveftiture    from    Maximilian^ 

Mia*,     ftyl'd  himfelf  not   Seventh,  but    Fourth 

Duke.     However,  he  kepttliis   a  Secret 

till   the  Death  of  his  Nephew.     He  was 

wont  to  fay,  in  Imitation   of  Cyrus,  the 

younger  Brother   of  ArtaxerxeSy  King  of 

Perfia,  that   he    preceded    Galeazzo   his 

Brother,  not  in  Age,  but  as  being  born  after 

his  Father  was  Duke ;  and  found  Means 

to  obtain  the  Opinion  of  many    Civilians 

in  his  Favour.     But  what    is   ftill   more 

remarkable,  this  Reafon,  amongfl:  others, 

was  given  in  the  Imperial  Diploma ;  and, 

under  a  ridiculous  Notion    of  palliating 

Lodovicds  Ambition,  by   way   of  Claufe 

it  was  added,  That  it  was  not  the  Cuflom 

of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,   to  grant  In- 

veftitures  to   any  that  were  in   PofTeflion 

of  their  Dominions,    by  any  other  than 

the  Imperial   Authority  ^  and  that  Maxi^ 

milian 
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jnilian  had  therefore  rejeded  the  Petition  ^-  ■^' 
Lodovico   had   made   for    the  Inveftiture  (_^^^^,^ 
in  Behalf  of  his  Nephew;   becaufe,  with- 
out any  previous  Application  to  him,  he 
had    been    acknowledg'd  Duke    by  the 
People  of  Milan, 

The  King  of  Naples  was  in  Hopes, 
that  this  new  Match  would  produce  a 
Diffention  between  Charles  and  Lodovico^ 
imagining  it  could  not  be  agreeable  to 
the  former,  that  the  King  of  the  Ro?na?iSy  . 
his  natural  Enemy,  fhould  be  fupply'd 
by  the  latter  with  fo  large  a  Sum  of 
Money,  and  their  Interefl:  by  this  Af- 
finity united.  He  alfo  expeded,  that  Sforza 
would  now  boldly  recede  from  the  En- 
gagement he  had  entered  into  with  Charles, 
t^odovico  was  fagacious  enough  to  en- 
courage that  King,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Italians^  in  thefe  Notions,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  maintain  his  Intereft  both 
with  the  King  of  the  Romans  and  France^ 

Ferdi NANDO  apply 'd  to  the  Vene-- 
tlanSy  who,  he  had  Reafon  to  think,  were 
not  fond  of  having  their  Power  eclipfed 

by 
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by  the  Arrival  in  Italy  of  fo  potent  a 
King:  And  the  SpaniJJj  Sovereigns  pro- 
mis'd  him  large  Succours,  in  cafe  their 
Remonflrances  did  not  meet  with  Suc- 
cefs  in  preventing  this  Invafion. 


Peronedi  The  King  oi  Fra?2ce,  on  the  other 
fent"o  the  Hand,  that  he  might  remove  all  Diffi- 
itaiian     culties  bcvond  the  Mountains,  fent  Perone 

Potentates    .  .  ^  .  ^   ,  .       ,      ^ 

at  BacaOy  a  rerlon  well  verfed  in  the  Con- 
cerns of  Italy  (where  he  had  formerly 
been  with  Giovanni  d  Anjoii)  to  notify 
to  the  Pope,  Venetians,,  and  Florentines, 
his  Refolution  of  pafilng  the  Alps,  m 
order  to  recover  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 
inviting  them  to  join  him.  But  he  re- 
ceiv'd  only  general  Anfwers ;  every  one 
refufing,  as  yet,  to  declare  his  Sentiments, 
as  the  War  was  not  to  be  commenc'd 
till  the  Year  following. 

curies  Charles  rcquir'd  of  the  Florentine 
demands  Ambafladors,  who,  by  Ferdinandds   Ap- 

ofthefA-         ,       .  ,      1    1  7.  I.-       o        . 

rentines  aprobation,  had  been  lent  to  his  Court, 
Paffage     ^^  ^\^^^  ^^^^^  Republic  from  the  Imputa- 

for  his         .  ^  ,     .  .1  J,  . 

Troops,    tion  of  being  partial  to  the  Arrago7iians ; 
that  he  Ihould  be  promis'd  a  fafe  Paffage 

and 
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€ind  Provifions  for  his  Army  through 
their  Dominions,  on  their  paying  for  all 
NecelTaries;  and  that,  as  a  Token  of  their 
Friendfhip,  they  fliould  accompany  his 
Troops  with  a  Hundred  of  their  Men 
at  Arms. 

They  remonflrated  how  dangerous 
fuch  an  Agreement  might  prove,  before 
they  could  be  fupported  by  his  Army; 
affirming,  he  might  always  be  fure  of 
their  City,  from  the  natural  Propen- 
fion  of  the  Florentines  to  his  Nation :  But 
Charles^  with  French  Vivacity,  gave  them 
to  underftand,  that  if  they  did  not  im- 
mediately give  a  categorical  Anfwer,  he 
would  inftantly  banifh  all  the  Florentine 
Merchants,  who  were  numerous  in  France^ 

I T  was  foon  difcovered  that  Lodovico 
was  at  the  Bottom  of  thefe  Counfels  ; 
and  was  alfo  the  fole  Guide  and  Diredior 
of  all  that  concerned  the  French  Intereft 
in  Italy, 

PiERo  DE  Medici  endeavoured  to 
get  Ferdinando\  Gonfent,    that  his    Re- 
public 
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J'  D.  public  might  comply  with  tliefe  De- 
jl^^jmands;  which,  he  faid,  intlie  Main,  were 
infignificant ;  and  that  he  might  find  it 
more  to  his  Purpofe,  to  have  C/?^r/a  ima- 
gine, by  a  feign'd  Compliance,  he  could 
depend  on  him  and  his  Republic:  For 
that  might,  perhaps,  enable  them  to  be 
his  Mediators  to  bring  about  fome  Com- 
pofition.  Next,  he  endeavour 'd  to  make 
.him  fenfible,  how  odious  he  fliould  be 
render'd  to  his  Country,  when,  for  the 
Refufal  of  fuch  Trifles,  the  Flo?rnti?tc 
Merchants  fhould  be  banilh'd  France. 
He  added,  that  for  the  common  Good, 
which  was  the  chief  Ground  of  all  Alli- 
ances, it  was  often  neceifary  to  bear  with 
fome  Inconveniences. 

But  Ferdinando  being  fenfible,  how 
much  his  Reputation  would  be  dimi- 
nifli'd,  and  his  Safety  endanger'd,  in 
cafe  the  Florentines  were  to  feparate  them- 
felves  from  his  Intereft,  would,  by  no 
Means,  admit  of  thefe  Reafons  5  and  bit>- 
terly  complain'd,  that  Pieros  Steadinefs, 
on  which  he  had  repofed  his  chief  De- 
pendance,  fhould  fo  early  be   fhaken. 

Pie  Ro 


retires    to 
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P  I  E  R  o  being  determined,    above  all  ■'^-  ^• 
Things,  not  to  difoblige  Ferdinando,  con-  {J^^^ 
trived  feveral  Excufes  to  protra(5l  the  An- 
fwer,  fo  immediately  required  by  the  French 
King;  and    at    laft  let  him    know,  he 
would  fend  new  Ambaffadors   with  the 
final  Determination  of  the  Republic. 

At  the  latter  End   of  this  Year,    the  The  Car- 
good  Intelligence  between  the  Pope  and  g^^^p^.^^^ 
Ferdinando  began  vifibly  to  decline  ^  either  in  vincda 
'  becaufe  Alexander^  by  raifing  Difficulties,  ^l' 
exped:ed  to  reap  greater  Advantages  ;  or, 
in  order  to  bring   under  his    Obedience 
the    Cardinal    of    St.  Fiero     in  Vincola^ 
This  Cardinal  was  retir'd  into  the  King- 
dom of  Naples^  and  the  Pope  infifled  on 
his  Return,  offering,  for  a  Pledge  of  his 
Security,  the  Faith   of  the    facred  Col- 
lege,   and   the    Parole  of  the  Venetians. 
His  Abfence  cvtzitdi  Alexander  a  great  deal 
of  Uneaiinefs,  on  Account  of  the  Caftles 
of  OJiiay  Ronciglone^    and  Grotta  Ferrata^ 
all  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Rome,   and 
in  Vincolds  Poffeffion.     Befides,  he  was 
a  Man  of  great  Authority,  and  had  many 
Adherents  in  the  Roman  Court  ^  was  by 

Nature 
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j§.  D.    Nature  defirous  of  Novelties ;  obftinate^ 
\,,y^^r^^nd  difficult    to    be  difTuaded  from  any 
Refolution  once  taken. 

FeRDinando  excufed  himfelf,  by 
affuring  the  Pope,  that  he  could  not  induce 
the  Cardinal  to  comply  -,  ncDt  being  able 
to-  perfuade  him,  that  any  Security  was 
equal  to  the  Danger  he  apprehended. 
He  then  complained  of  his  hard  Fate, 
in  being  oblig'd  to  fuftain  the  Blame  of 
other  People's  Faults.  Thus  he  had  been 
accus'd  of  advancing  Money  to  Virginio 
for  the  Purchafe  of  the  Caftles,  tho'  it 
was  through  his  Interefl  that  Virginio 
had  come  to  a  Compofition ;  and  he  him- 
felf had  advanced  the  Money,  which 
was  paid  to  his  Holinefs  on  that  Account. 
But  thefe  Excufes  were  not  admitted 
by  the  obftinate  Pontiff-,  who  reproached 
him  with  Ingratitude,  and  threatened  him 
with  his  Refentment:  This  induced 
People  to  believe,  that  litde  Strefs  was 
to  be  laid  on  their  late  Reconciliation. 

I  N    this  Difpofition   of    Minds,    and 
Confufion   of  Affairs,    began   the   Year 
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1494,  (according  to  the  Roman' Stfit  \)  * 
A  Year  mofl  unfortunate  for  Italy  !  and, 
indeed,  the  firft  of  many  miferable  Years : 
For  it  pav'd  the  Way  to  innumerable  and 
horrible  Calamities  -,  which,  by  divers 
unforefeen  Accidents,  have  been  fpread 
over,  and  have  been  fenfibly  felt,  in  moft 
Parts  of  Europe. 

I  N  the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  Charles^  orders  Uic 
more  than  ever  averfe  to  any  Compoiition,  ^'eapoU- 
ordered  the  Neapolitan  Ambafladors,  as  the  baffador's 
Minifters  of  a;i  Enemy,  to  quit  the  King- '°  *3"^^ 
dom. 

About  the  fame  Time,  Ferdinando,  ^f  £»««- 
opprefled  more  with  Grief  than  Age,  or 
Sicknefs,  was  fuddenly  feiz'd  with  a  Cold, 
which  carry 'd  him  oiF.  He  was  a  Prince 
celebrated  for  his  Induftry  and  Prudence ; 
which  being  accompany 'd  with,  good 
Fortune,  he  preferv'd  himfelf  in  a  King* 
dom,  not  long  fince  acquir'd  by  his 
Father,  in  fpite  of  many  Difficulties  he 
met  with  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign, 
After  which  he  govern'd  with  greater 
G  Luftre, 

*  In  Florence,  the  Author's  Country,  the  Year  begi»s 
On  La d^  Day, 
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Z^uftre,  than,  perhaps,  any  of  his  Prede- 
ceflbrs.  A  good  King,  if  he  had  con- 
tinu'd  to  rule  with  the  fame  Condud  with 
which  he  began :  But,  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
when  he  found  himfclf  firmly  eftablifh'd, 
either  altering  his  way  of  thinking,  or, 
like  many  other  Princes,  making  a  bad 
Ufe  of  his  unlimited  Authority ;  or, 
rather,  difcovering  his  ill  Temper,  till 
then  very  artfully  conceal'd,  he  became  fo 
tyrannical,  that  he  acquir'd  the  Appella- 
tion of  Faithlefs,  Cruel,  and  Inhuman.* 


A  Lofs  to  It  was  generally  thought,  the  Death 
©f  Ifaiy.  <^f  Ferdi?iando  was  a  Lofs  to  the  Common 
Caufe  of  Italy,  For,  befides  his  unwearied 
Endeavours,  in  finding  out  Expedients  to 
prevent  the  PafTage  of  the  French^  Lodo- 
vico  would  fooner  have  been  induced  ta 
treat  with  him,  than  with  his  proud  and 
paflionate  Son,  who  was  not  fo  likely  as 
his  Father  to  humble  himfelf  to  him. 
When  Alfonfo  gave  his  Daughter  in  Mar- 
riage to  Giovarmi  Galeazzo  Sforza^  on  her 
Arrival  at  Milariy  Lodovico  fell  in  Love, 

and 

*  Ftrdinando,  the  zjth  of  Jan.  1494  was  70  Years 
old,  and  had  reigned  ^5  Years,  6  Months,  and  25 
Days.     Gio'vis, 
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and  demanded  her  for  himfelf.  Ferdinandb 
would  have  agreed,  had  it  not  been  for 
Alfonfo^  who  with  Scorn  rejected  his 
Offers :  Which  fo  much  incenfed  Lodo^ 
'vico,  that,  according  to  a  Report  generally- 
credited,  he  gave  Giovatmi  Galeazzo  a 
Potion,  which  render 'd  him  impotent  for 
fome  Months.  Then  marrying,  he  be- 
gan to  contrive  Means  to  make  himfelf, 
and  his  Defcendants^  Dukes  of  Milan. 

I  T  was  likewife  faid,  that  Ferdi7iando^ 
who  would  fuffer  any  Indignity  to  avert 
the  impending  Danger,  was  determin'd, 
as  foon  as  the  Seafon  permitted,  to  go 
with  his  Gallies  to  Genoa^  from  thence  to 
Milan ^  and  there  comply  with  every  thing 
Lodovico  fhould  require,  and  bring  back 
his  Grand-daughter  ;  in  hopes  this  hum- 
ble Submiffion  would  mitigate  and  gain 
him  y  it  being  well  known,  how  ardently 
Lodovico  deiir'd  to  be  thought  the  fole 
x\rbiter  and  Oracle  of  Italy. 

Alfonso,    at  his   firfl:   coming  to  Al/onfi 
the  Crown,  fent  four  Ambaffadors  to  the  ^"^^^'^^^^ 
Pope,  whom  he  now  fufped:ed  to  be  to-  to    the 
G  2  tally  ^^^- 
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^-  ^'  tally  in  the  Fre?ich  Intereil:  ;  for  he  had 
<J^^  lately  created  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Malo  a 
Cardinal  *  j  and,  in  Concert  with  LodovicOy 
taken  Projpero  Golonna,  and  other  Neapoli- 
tan Barons,  into  his  Pay.  Yet  the  Offers 
made  by  the  new  King,  who,  at  any 
Rate,  thought  it  neceffary  to  gain  him, 
were  fuch,  that  Alexander  could  not  with- 
ftand  them.  ' 

An  Alii.       ^  ^  Alliance  was  then  publickly  con- 
ance  be-  eluded  between  Alfonfo  and  the  Pope,  for 
Pom"  and^^^  Defence  of  their  refpedlive  Dominions ; 
Aifonf9,    engaging  to  affift  each  other  with  a  cer- 
tain  Number  of  Men.     Alexander   pro- 
mifed  to  give  Alfonfo  the  Inveiliture  of  his 
Kingdom,  with  the  fame  Diminution  of 
the    Tribute,    which    before   had    been 
granted  only   for  Ferdinando\   Life ;    to 
fend  an  Apoftolic  Legate  to  crown  him  j 
and  create  Lcdovico,  the  Son  of  his  na- 
tural Brother,  Don  Henrico^  a  Cardinal ; 
who  was  afterwards  calL'd  the  Cardinal  of 
Arragon. 

The 

♦  Corio  is  of  Opinion,  that  the  Pope  Create4  the  Bifhop- 
of  St.  Ma/o  a  Cardinal,  in  hopes  of  preventing,  thrO*  his 
Intercft,  the  King's  Expedition  into  Itaiy. 
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J.   D. 

1494. 

The   King,  on  his  Part,  was  to  pay  o^v^ 
the  Pope  immediately  Thirty  Thoufand 
Ducats  J    and  provide,    in  the  following  engages  to 
Manner,  for  his  three  Sons.      To   giveP^^;*"^/ 
PoiTefTions  in  his  Kingdom,  to  the  value  Pope's 
of  Twelve  Thoufand  Ducats  a  Year,  to^^'^^''°' 
the  Duke  of  Candia  ;  on  whom  he  fhould 
alfo  beflow  the  iirfl  of  the  feven  principal 
Offices  that  became  vacant ;  and,  during 
his   Holinefs's  Life,    he    fhould   have   a 
Regiment  of  Three    Hundred   Men    at 
Arms ;  to  be  employ'd  in  the  Service  of 
either,  as  Occafion  fliould  require  :    Don 
Giuffre^  as  a  Pledge  of  the  Pope's  Sin- 
cerity, jfhould  refide  at  the  King's  Court ; 
and,  belides  the  Appointments  agreed  on  ^ 
at  the  former  Convention,  fhould  be  made 
Prothonotary  3  which  is  one  of  the  i^v^n 
great  Employments  :  And  for  Ccefar  Bor- 
gia.whom  he  had  latelycreated  a  Cardinal, 
he  fliould  be  endow'd  with  rich  Benefices 
in  his  Kingdom.     Alexander^  in  order  to 
qualify  Cc^fa?'  for  the  Purple,  had,  by  falfe 
Witnelles,  prov'd  him  to  be  a  legitimate 
Child   of  another  Gentleman  ;    Baftards 
being  excluded  from  that  Dignity. 

G    3  VlHQlNIO 
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ViRGjNio  Orsini,  who  was  prefent 
at  this  Congrefs,  and  had  the  King's  Cre- 
dentials, engaged,  that  Alfonjo  fliould 
aiTifl  his  Holinefs  in  recovering  the  Caftle 
of  Oftidy  in  cafe  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Fiero 
in  Viiicola  fliould  refufe  to  return  to  Rome, 
But  the  King  refufed  to  ratify  this  Article, 
affirming,  it  was  without  his  Knowledge 
fuch  a  Promife  had  been  made.  Alfonjo 
thought  it  very  dangerous  to  have  that 
Cardinal  his  Enemy  5  for  he  had  great 
Influence  in  Genoa  ;  on  which,  at  the 
Infligation  of  that  Prelate,  he  defign'd  to 
make  an  Attempt.  Befides,  he  was  afraid 
of  carrying  Matters  too  far,  leaft  the  Car- 
dinal (liould  appeal  to  a  Council,  and 
create  more  Broils  :  So  he  try'd  all  Means 
to  reconcile  him  to  the  Pope ;  but  he 
would  hearken  to  nothing,  unlefs  he  re- 
turn'd  to  Rome, 


The  Car-  T  H  E  Cardinal,  on  the  other  fide,  was 
dmal  of  as  obfHnately  determin'd  not  to  trufl  his 
i»  Finco/ahiky  (as  hc  us'd  to  exprcfs  himfelf )  in 
?w'"^^^^  Hands  of  a  Catalan  ;  and  therefore 
dif appointed  both  Alfonfo  and  Alexander : 

For 
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For,  after  feigning  to  come  into  all  that  ^-  ^• 
was  proposed,  he  departed  fuddenly  one^^,..^^^ 
Night  on  board  a  fmall  Veffel  from  OJlia^ 
(which  Place  he  left  well  garrifon'd)  and 
after  ilayinga  few  Days  at  Savo7ta^  came 
to  Avignon^  where  he  was  Legate  :  From 
thence  he  went  to  Lyo72s,  to  join  the  other 
Italian  Malecontents,  and  was  gracioufly 
receiv'd  by  Charles  5  who,  in  that  Place, 
was  making  the  neceffary  Preparations  for 
the  intended  Expedition,  which  he  gave 
out  he  would  condud  in  Perfon. 

Alfonso,  taught  by  Fear,  could 
now  diffemble ;  and  made  Lodovico  the 
fame  Oifers  his  Father  had  done.  Sforza 
craftily  amus'd  him  with  vain  Hopes  j  and 
endeavour 'd  to  perfuade  him,  that  he  was 
under  a  Neceffity  of  ad:ing  cautioufly  in 
regard  to  F^^ance^  left  the  War,  defign'd 
againft  others,  might  fall  on  his  own 
Dominions.  He  fent,  at  the  fame  Time, , 
to  the  French  Court,  (but,  as  he  pretended, 
at  Charles^  Requefl)  Galeazzo  di  San 
Sez'erhiO,  who  had  married  his  natural 
Daughter,  to  haften  the  March,  and  to 
communicate  the  Particulars,  with  which 
G  ^  he 
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4^  ^'  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  begin 
^.^-yl^the  Expedition. 

Four  Am-  B  Y  his  Advice,  the  King  difpatch'd 
fen?b°"  ^^^^^  Ambaffadors  into  Italy,  Everard 
Chmrhi  Obigni^  a  Scoich-man  ;  the  General  of  the 
iptp  Italj.  Kingdom  ^  the  Prefident  of  the  Parliament 
of  Provence  -,  and  Peroite  di  Baccio,  the 
fame  Perfon  who  had  been  there  the  Year 
before.  They  received  the  moft  of  their 
Inftrudions  from  Lodovico ;  which  chiefly 
were  intended  to  difpofe  the  Minds  of  the 
Italians^  wherever  they  pafs'd,  in  the 
King's  Favour.  They  were  commiflion'd 
to  declare,  that  as  a  lineal  Defcendant  of 
Charles  I.  he  claim'd  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples^  and  was  coming  into  Italy  to  get 
PofTefTion  of  his  Right,  (without  Inten- 
tion to  molefl  any  other  Potentate)  which 
would  enable  him  afterwards  to  turn  his 
Arms  againfl  the  Turks,  in  order  to  pro- 
pagate the  Gofpel,  and  exalt  the  Chriflian 
Name.  * 

A  T 

*  To  this  Day  the  Italians  in  general  exult  whenever 

%   Chiiflian   Potentate    declares  War  againft  \\it  Turks: 

And  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  Emperor  and  the  Venetians  to 

ftod  ApbalTadors,  on  fuch  pccafions,  to  colledt  Money 

from 
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A  T   Florence   they   reprefented,    how   -^-  ^-  . 
that  City  had  been   rebuilt  by  Charles  the  sJL^^^ 
Great,  and  was  always   favour'd  by  thexheirPro- 
Y^iVig^  oi  France ',  and  lately  by  the  pre-^J^^^S» 
lent  King's  Father,  Lewis  XI.  in  the  un- 
juft  Wars  raifed   againft  them  by  Pope 
Sixtiis^  Ferdinando^  and  his  Son  Alfonjo : 
That  their  Merchants  had   always  been 
encourag'd  in  France^  and  treated  with  as 
much  Regard  as  if  they  had  been  Natives, 
and   Should  be  more  carefs'd  at  Naples^ 
when  the  King  was  in  Poffeflion  of  it : 
A   Treatment  they  had  never  met  with 
from  the  Arragonians^  from  whom  they 
had   received    nothing  but  Injuries   and 
Loffes  :    They   then  perfuaded  them  to 
enter  into  an  Alliance  with  France,     But 
if,  for  any  political  Reafons,  they  did  not 
think  proper  to  declare  themfelves,  that 
they  would  at  leaft  agree  to  give  a  free 
Pallage  through  their  Territories  to  the 
French  Army,    on  their   paying   for   all 
Neceffaries. 

In 

from  all  the  Italian  Powers.  I  myfelf,  on  the  taking 
pf  Belgrade  by  Charles  VI.  have  feen  as  great  Rejoicings 
at  Florence^  as  if  it  had  been  an  Acquifuion  made  by  tHt; 
^reat  Duke  of  Tujcany. 


THE   HISTORY  OF 

I N  this  Manner  they  reafon'd  with  the 
Republic,  but  made  ufe  of  other  Argu- 
ments with  Piero  de  Medici,  They  re- 
minded him  of  the  many  Favours  and 
Honours  conferred  by  Lewis  XL  on  his 
Father  and  Family  :  How,  in  troublefome 
Times,  to  give  them  Reputation,  they 
had  been  permitted  to  quarter  the  Arms 
of  France.  That,  on  the  contrary,  Fer^ 
dinando^  not  fatisfy'd  with  the  Trouble 
he  had  given  the  Florentines  by  his  Arms, 
had  been  alfo  concern'd  in  the  State-Plots, 
in  which  his  Uncle  Giidiafio  had  been 
murder'd,  and  his  Father  Lorenzo  dange- 
roufly  wounded. 


The  Pope     T  H  E    Ambaffadors    not    obtaining    a 
requefted  pofitive  Anfwer  at  Florence^  proceeded  to 

to  favour 

%htFrench,Ro?fie  ',  and  laid  before  his  Hoi inefs,  how 
antient  and  modern  Hiilory  was  full  of 
the  Merits  of  the  French  Monarch s,  and 
of  the  conftant  Regard  die  Royal  Family 
of  France  had  ever  profefled  for  the  Holy 
See  ;  adducing,  at  the  fame  Time,  many 
Inftances  of  the  Contumacy  and  Difobe- 
dience  of  the  Arragonians :    They   then 

demanded 
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demanded  the  Inveffiture  of  the  Kingdom  ^•^^• 
of  Naples  for  Charles,  as  his  indubitable  (^^^^.^J 
Right ;  and  made  him  many  liberal  Pro- 
mifes,  if  he  would  favour  his  Majefty's 
Expedition  ;  as  he  had  all  the  Reafon  to 
exped,  fince  it  was  undertaken  by  his 
Holinefs's  Authority  and  Perfuafion. 

The  Pope's   Anfwer   was,    That  as  ^, 

ill  •  1  •  AUxan- 

the  Inveftiture  had  been  given  three  times  der\  An- 
fucceffively   to    the   Houfe   of  Arragon^^"^^^' 
{Alfonfo  being  exprefly  nam'd  in  that  of 
Ferdinando^)    it   was    not   reafonable  to 
grant  it  to  another,  until  it  was  judicially 
determined,    who   had   the   beft   Claim : 
That  what  had  been  granted  to  Alfonfo 
would  no  ways   aifedt  Charles  j    becaufe 
this  Claufe,  without  Prejudice  to  any  ones 
Right,  was  purpofely  inferted  in  the  Deed : 
That  the   Kingdom  of  Naples  was  a  di- 
red:  Dominion  of  the  Holy  See  ;  and  he 
hoped  the  prefent  King  would  imitate  his 
Anceilors,    (who   were   ever    the    chief 
Defenders  of  the  Church's   Rights)  and 
not  aflault  it  with   open   Violence,    but 
proceed  in  a  legal  Manner,  as  moft  be- 
came the  Dignity  of  his  Perfon  :    And  as 

he 
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he  himfelf  was  the  Supreme  Lord  of 
the  Fief,  and  fole  Judge  of  the  Caufc, 
he  might  depend  upon  having  Juftice 
done  him :  That  this  was  all  a  Moft 
Chriftian  King  ought  to  require  from  a 
Roman  Pontiff]  whofe  Province  it  was 
to  appeafe  and  extinguifli  Animofities, 
not  to  foment  Wars  between  Chriftian 
Princes.  He  then  expatiated  on  the 
Difficulties  and  Dangers  that  would  at- 
tend his  joining  his  Majefty,  by  reafon 
of  the  Vicinity  of  his  Territories  to  thofe 
of  Alfonjo  and  the  Florentines  -,  as  the  laft 
would  be  feconded  by  all  Tufcany,  and 
the  Depcndance  the  King  of  Naples  had 
on  his  Barons  was  very  great,  fome 
of  whofe  Principalities  extended  to  the 
Gates  of  Rome.  But  he  artfully  drop- 
ped Expreflions,  which  might  create 
fome  Hope,  tho'  he  was  in  himfelf  fully 
determined  not  to  quit  his  Alliance  with 
Alfonfo.     . 


The  Fh'  The  common  People  of  Florence  wcTGy 
dcKrous  f^^^  feveral  Reafons,  deflrous  not  to  break 
contenting  with  the  King  of  Fra?ice  -,  namely,  for  the 
France,     pj-^^^g  ^^y  j^^^q  ^y  ^j^^ir  Commercci 

frpm 
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from  a  falfe  Notion  of  their  City's  being  ^-  ^• 
rebuilt  by  Charkmain^  after  it  had  been  u^v^ 
deftroy'd  by  I'ottilay  King  of  the  Goths-, 
for  the  AfFedtion  they  bore  the  Anjoutri^^ 
whofe  Kings  had  always  efpous'd  the 
Fadion  of  the  Guelji\  and  for  the  Re- 
membrance of  the  Invalions,  which  AU 
/^;z/o  firft,  and  then  Ferdinandojin  1472  had 
made  of  their  Country. 

But  the  better  and  more  prudent  Sort 
were  moved  by  political  Reafons :  They 
thought  it  very  imprudent  to  involve  the 
State  in  a  dangerous  War,  for  their 
Neighbour's  Quarrels,  by  oppoling  fo 
powerful  an  Armyj  headed  by  their 
King  in  Perfon^  who  enter 'd  Italy  with 
the  Affiftance  of  the  State  of  Milan-, 
they  coniider 'd  alfo  that  the  Venetiam^ii  they 
did  not  approve,  at  leaft  they  had  not 
protefted  againfl  this  Paflage. 

To  confirm  their  Opinion,  they  had 
the  Authority  of  C^w^  de  Medici^  deem'd 
one  of  the  wifeft  Men  of  his  Age ;  who^  in 
the  Differences  between  Gio'vanni  i  An^ 
jm    and  Ferdinando,    (though  the  latter 

was 
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^'  ^'  was  fupported  by  the  Pope,  and  Duke  of 
2^t^Milan)  had  always  counfell'd  their  Re-^ 
public  not  to  oppofe  Giovanni :  They 
alfo  call'd  to  Mind  Lorenzo^  Father  of 
PierOy  who  at  every  Report  of  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Anjoiiim  was  always  of  the 
fame  Opinion  as  Cofimo  ;  and,  terrify 'd  at 
the  Power  of  the  Fre7ichy  after  they  were 
become  Mafters  of  Britannyy  ufed  to  fay, 
that  he  forefaw  great  Calamities  threat- 
ning  Italy y  whenever  the  Kings  of  France 
became  fenfible  of  their  Strength. 

But  PierOy  actuated  more  by  Inclination 
than  Prudence,  thinking  this  mighty  Storm 
would  blow  over,  willingly  liften'd  to  the 
Perfuafions  of  fome  of  his  Minifters,  who 
were  fufpedted  to  have  been  corrupted  by 
Alfo7iJoy  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  any 
Caufe  of  Uneafinefs  to  the  King  of  Na- 
ples', And  his  Power  was  fo  great  in 
Florence y  that  all  were  oblig'd  to  fubmit 
to  his  Will. 

I  M  A  v  E  it  from  good  Authority,  that 
PierOy  not  content  with  the  Power  his 
Father  had  exercis'd  in  the  Republic,    tho* 

fuch. 
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fuch  that  he  had  the  Nomination  of  all  the  ^'  D. 
iMagiilrates,  and  nothing  of  Moment  could  ^^^^^|^^ 
be  tranfaded  without  his  Approbation, 
yet  afpired  to  the  abfolute  Sovereignty, 
and  intended  to  take  upon  him  the  Title 
of  Prince;  little  imagining  that  fo  rich 
and  pov/erful  a  City,  which  had  been 
for  fo  many  Ages  free,  (where  the  better 
Sort  of  Citizens  were  accuftom*d  to  be 
Partakers  of  the  Government,  and  had 
more  the  Appearance  of  Independents, 
than  Subjedis)  would  fubmit  to  fuch  an 
Alteration,  without  a  vigorous  RefiftancCi 
It  is  probable,  that  Piero,  defpairing  to 
accompMi  his  Ends,  without  feme  pow- 
erful AiTiftance,  in  order  to  fupport  his 
intended  Ufurpation,  had  enter'd  into 
fo  ftrid  an  Alliance  with  the  Arrago- 
go?na?is ;  with  whom  he  was  determin'd 
either  to  ftand  or  fall. 

A  LITTLE  before  the  Return  of  the  a  Piot  a- 
Fre?2ch  AmbafTadors   to   Florence^    it  was  g^^"J^  ^'' 
difcover'd,  that  Lorenzo  and  Giovanni  de  dicu 
Medici^    both  rich  Citizens,    and  nearly 
related  to  Piero)    with  whom  they  were 
difguiled  on  fome  trifling  Account,    thro' 

the 
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the  Means  of  Cojimo  Rucellai,  who  was 
his  Coufin-german  5  were  treating  with 
Lodovico  Sforzay  and  the  King  of  France^ 
about  Meafures  proper  to  be  taken  to 
humble  Piero,  All  the  Punifliment  they 
receiv'd  from  the  Magiftrate,  was,  a 
Confinement  to  their  Country  Houfes : 
Tho'  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  Piero 
was  prevail'd  on  not  to  inflid:  upon 
them  the  Rigour  of  the  Law;  but  by 
this  Accident,  being  more  than  ever  con- 
vinc'd  that  Lodovico  Sforza^  was  bent  on 
his  Deftrudlion ;  he  judg'd  it  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  perfevere  in  the  Meafures  he 
had  taken. 


The  An-     The  Anfwer  of    the  Republic    was 
5^"°j^'^^then  given    to  the  French  AmbafTadors, 
tines  to  couch'd    in    refpe<Q:ful   Term&y    but    no 
Ambaffa-  ways  anfwerable   to   their   Expectations, 
ilors.       On  one  Hand,  they  fet  forth  the  natural 
Attachment    of   the   Floi'entmes,    to  the 
Royal  Houfe  of  France ,    together  with 
their  earnefl  Defire  to  fatisfy  fo  glorious  a 
King:    On   the  other,  the  Impediments 
that  lay  in  their  Way,  alledging  that  no- 
thing   could   be   more   unworthy    of    a 

Prince, 
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Prince,  or  a  Republic,  than  a  Breach  of  ^-  ^• 
Faith;  which  would  be  the  Cafe,  were^J^^ij 
they  to  agree  to  his  Requefl :  For  an  Al- 
liance they  had  contra(9;cd,  by  the  Autho- 
rity of  Lewis  his  Father,  with  Ferdtnando^ 
was  not  yet  expir'd  \  it  being  exprelly 
mention'd,  that  it  fhould  continue,  after 
Ferdinando\  Death,  with  Alfonfo\  And 
by  one  of  the  Articles,  they  were  oblig'd 
to  defend  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  and  to 
refufe  a  Paflage  to  any  Power  whatfoever, 
that  offered  to  invade  it :  That  they  were 
extremely  forry  to  give  his  Majeily  a  De- 
nial ',  but  hop'd,  that  in  his  Wifdom  and 
Juflice,  he  would  regard  their  good  Dif- 
pofition,  and  attribute  their  Refufal  to 
fuchjuit  Motives. 

The  King  was  highly    provoked   at^^^  ^.^ 
this  Anfwer,    and   immediately    ordered  r^«//«^ 
their  AmbafTadors  to  quit  his  Kingdom :  ^^'J'^^'^^;^ 
And,  at  the  Inftigation  of  Lodovico^  hederM  to 
alfo  banifhed  from  Lyofis    the  Florentine  ^^^^^^^^ 
Merchants,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  only  who 
belonged  to  the   Bank  of  Piero,  that  the 
Republic  might  be  fenfible,  he  thought 
H 
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-'^  ^-    himfelf  injur'd   folely  by   him,  and   not 
iJ.^^^  by  the  City  of  Florence,  * 

I N  this  Manner,  moft  of  the  Italian 
Potentates  were  divided,  forae  in  Favour 
of,  fome  in  Oppolition  to  France:  But 
the  VenetianSy  notwithftanding  the  pref- 
fing  Inftances  from  both  Kings,  were 
determin'd  to  remain  only  Spectators, 
and  obferve  a  ftrid:  Neutrality  \  either  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  diflike  to  fee  Diflurb- 
ances  in  Italy ^  in  hopes  that  a  long  War 
might  give  them  Opportunities  of  ex- 
tending their  Dominions  5  or  being  fo 
powerful,  they  thought  themfelves  in  no 
fort  of  Danger  of  falling  a  prey  to  the 
Conqueror  -,  and  that  it  was  therefore  im- 
prudent, without  evident  Neceflity,  to 
make  other  Peoples  quarrels  their  own. 

The  F/tf-  The  King  of  France ^  both  In  the 
Ambaira-  ^^^"^  preceeding,  and  at  this  Juncture, 
dors  or-  had  fent  Ambaffadors,  to  lay  before  them 
qu"^  ^°  the  perfedt  Harmony  and  Friendfiiip,  that 
Franct,    had  always  fubfifted  between  Fraiice  and 

their 

*  The  Medici  Family  got  an  immenfe  Wealth  by  Trade, 
and  were  by  much  the  greatcil  Bankers  in  thofe  Days. 
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their  Republic,  and  the  mutual  Readinefs  ^'  ■^' 
of  both   States   to  oblige  each  other  on  O^vnJ 
all  Occafions:  Now   the  King,    defirous 
to   ftrengthen   this  Diipofition,  entreated 
that  moft  wife  Senate  to    aiTift    him  in 
his  Expedition  to  Naples  with  their  Coun- 
fel  and  Favour.     To  which  they  prudent- 
ly  and   briefly  reply 'd  -,    That    his  Moft 
Chriflian  Majeily  was  fo  wife  himfelf,  and 
abounded    with  fuch    able   Counfellors, 
that  it  would   be    Prefumption    in   any 
one  to  advife  him ;  adding,  that  out  of 
the  great  Regard  they  had  for  his   Per- 
fon,  they    iliould    rejoice  at    any    good 
Fortune    that   attended    him,    but  were 
extremely  forry,    they    could    not  with 
Deeds   teftify    the   Willingnefs  of  their 
Hearts,  by  reafon  of  the  continual  Alarms 
they  lay  under  of  being  attack'd  by  the 
7urk,  who  wanted  neither  Will  nor  Op- 
portunity to  molefl  them  :    The  Govern- 
ment,  therefore,    was  under  a  perpetual 
Neceffity    of    keeping    Garrifons    in  fo 
many  Illands,  and  Maritime  Coafts,  which 
border'd   on    the   Ottoman  Empire  ;  and 
that  was  attended  with  fq  vail    an  Ex- 
H  2  pence. 
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^'  ^'    pence,  they  could  not,  in   Prudence,  en- 
»494- 


^^^^'  tangle  themfelves   in  other  Wars. 


Amidst  thefe  inefFedlual  SoUicita- 
tions,  great  Preparations  were  making 
by  the  French  in  all  Parts,  both  by  Sea 
and  Land.  Genoa  was  govern'd  by  ILo- 
dovico^  who  favour'd  the  Adorm^^  and 
Gimanni  Liiigi  Fiefcbi,  who  were  at  the 
Head  of  the  moft  powerful  Fadlion  in 
that  City.  Charles  fent  thither  Peter 
Vrfe^  his  Grand  Equerry,  with  Orders  to 
equip,  in  that  Port,  a  powerful  Fleet  of 
Ships  and  Gallies.  At  the  fame  Time 
feveral  other  VefTels  were  arming  at 
Ma?jeilles  and  Villa  Franca^  which  made 
People  judge  he  intended  to  attack 
Naples  by  Sea,  as  formerly  Giovanni,  the 
Son  of  RenatOy  had   done. 

Many  wife  People  in  France  ftill 
believ'd  the  Expedition  would  not  take 
Place;  grounding  their  Opinion  on  the 
King's  weak  Capacity,  the  Ignorance  of 
his  Counfellors,  and  the  Want  of  Money. 
But  Charles  s,  Ardour  could  not  be  con- 
troul'd.     At  the  Perfuafion  of  fome  about 

him, 
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him,  he  had  ah'cady  ftyl'd  himfelf  King  ^-^^-^ 
of  "Jerufalem^  and  the  two  Sicilies,  Titles  (^^-v^ 
of  the  Neapolitan  Kings ;  was   intent  on 
levying  all  the  Men  and  Money  he  could 
procure,  and    conferr'd    conflantly  with 
Galeazzo  di  San  Seijerino,  who  was  privy 
to   all  LiodovicQ^  Secrets. 

Alfonso,  on   the   other  Hand,  ^\^ Aifonfoxt* 
not  neded:  his   Preparations,  and  refolv- "Us  his 
ing  to  be  no  longer  cajoled   by  Lodovico  s  from  M/-. 
fair    Promifes,  thought  it   more  expedi- ^''''' 
ent  to  terrify  and  moleft,  than  lofe  Time 
to  gain  or  mollify  him :    He    therefore 
ordered   the    Milanefe  Minifter    to   quit 
Naples 'y  recaird    his   own    from  Milan, 
and    put    under  Sequeflration    the    Re- 
venues   of    the   Dutchy  of  Bari,  which 
had    been  afTign'd    to    Lodovico    feveral 
Years  iince  by  Ferdinando  3  and  not  fa- 
tisfy'd    with    thefe,    rather  Indications  of 
Enmity,  than  real  Hoflilities,  he   deter- 
mined to  be  the  firft  in  acting  ofFenfive-* 

He  was  fenfible  of  what   Importance 

it  would  be  to  his  Caufe,  to  have  the  Fa- 

H  3  vour 
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vour  of  the  City  of  Genoa  ;  as  from  thence 
the  Milanefe  might  be  eafily  molefled, 
and  the  King  of  France  would  be  de- 
prived of  a  Port,  that  lay  fo  convenient 
for  attacking  Naples  by  Sea :  He  there- 
fore treated  with  Cardinal  Faolo  Fregofo^ 
who  had  been  Doge,  and  had  feveral  of 
his  Family  attached  to  his  Interefl-,  with 
Objetto  Ficfchi'y  both  Heads  of  ftrong 
Parties,  and  alfo  with  fome  of  the  difcon-r 
tented  Adorm^,  Thefe  were  all  Fugi- 
tives, on  fome  Account  or  other;  and 
Alfo7ifo  was  determin'd  to  reftore  them 
with  a  powerful  Fleet ;  being  often  heard 
to  fay,  that  Diverfions  and  Preventions, 
were  the  beil  Means  to  overcome  an 
Enemy. 

He  alfo  defign'd  to  go  himfelf,  at  the 
Head  of  a  numerous  Army,  into  Romag'^^ 
na^  and  from  thence  to  Parma ;  where, 
by  fetting  up  the  Standard  of  Giovanni 
Galeazzo  Sforza^  he  hop'd  moft  of  the 
^ilanefe  would  refort  to  him.  By  this 
March,  he  trufted  he  fliould  at  leaft  pre-, 
vent  the  Enemy  from  beginning  thp 
W^r  in  his  own  Country ;  and  thought  it 
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very  material,  that  the  French  fhould  be 
overtaken  by  the  Winter  in  Lombardy^^ 
from  whence  they  could  not  move  for 
fome  Months,  for  Want  of  Herbage ;  it 
having  hitherto  been  the  Cuflom,  in  the 
Wars  of  Italy ^  that  the  Armies,  on  that 
Account,  never  took  the  Field,  'till  the 
latter  End  oi  April:  This  Condud,  he 
imagin'd,  would  oblige  the  French  to  re- 
main in  the  Country  of  their  Ally,  'till 
Spring ;  all  which  Time  gain'd,  he  hop'd 
fomething  in  the  Interim  might  turn  out 
for  his  Intereft, 


He  alfo  fent  Ambafladors  to  the  GtznA  Aifonjo 
Signior,    to  implore  his  Aid,    and  join  ^P^|^'"/^ 
him,  as  in  a  common  Danger ;    aifuring  for  Affift- 
him,  if  tht  French  conquered  his  King-^"^*' 
dom,    they  would   foon   afterwards,    as 
they  themfelves   publickly  aflerted,    pafs 
into   Greece;    This  was  a   Danger,     he 
knew  Bajazef  would  not  defpife ;  being 
fully  fenfible  of  the  Terror  and  Defola- 
tion,  that,  in  former  Years,  was  brought 
amongft   them   by   the   Froich^    in    the 
Time  of  the  Crufades. 

U  4  The 
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A.   D. 

(J-i^^     The  Pope,    not  to  lofe  Time,    fent 
Nicolo     Orfiniy    Count   of  Pittigla^to,    to 
taken  by  inveft  OJiia ',  who,  with  the  AfTiflance  of 
the  Pope.  Alfo?ifo,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  got  im- 
mediate Poffeffion   of    the   Town,     and 
began  to   batter   the  Caflle:     The  Go- 
vernor, by   the  Interpofition   of  Fabritio 
Colomia,  and  Giovanm  della  Rovere,    Pre-^ 
fedt  of  Rome   (who  was  Brother  to  the 
Cardinal  of  St.  Piero  in  Vincola)  after  a 
few  Days  Siege,    furrender'd  upon  Con- 
dition the  Pope  fhould  not  moleft  with 
Arms,  or  Cenfures,    either   of  the  Bro- 
thers, unlefs  they  gave  frefh  Caufe  5  and 
that  Grotta  Ferrata^  that  was  left  in  the 
Hands   of  Fabritio^    fhould  continue  in 
his  Pofleflion,  on  his  paying  Ten  Thou- 
fand  Ducats, 

The  Cardinal  of  St.  Fiero  in  Vincola,  in 
his  Way  to  France,  had  acquainted  Lodovi- 
cOy  with  the  Negotiations  Alfonjo  was  carry- 
ing on  with  the  Fugitive  Genocfe,  and  had 
made  that  Enterprize  appear  fo  dangerous 
to  the  King,  that  he  ordered  inftantly 
Two  Thoufand  Swifs  into  Genoa,  and  fent 

Three 
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Three  Hundred  Lances,  to  be  com-  ^-  ^• 
manded  by  Obigni  (who  was  then  at^,^....^ 
Milaii)  with  Orders  to  remain  there  for 
the  Safety  oi  Lombardy^  or  proceed  for- 
wards, as  Occaiion  fhould  offer.  To 
thefe  were  to  be  joined,  at  the  King's 
Expence,  Five  Hundred  new  levied  Ita- 
lian Men  at  Arms,  under  FicOy  Count  of 
the  Mirandola^  Giovanni  Francefco  San 
JSeverino,  Count  of  Gaiazzo,  and  Ridolfo 
Go7jzaga'y  and  Five  Hundred  more  at 
the  Charge  of  Lodovico-,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding,  flill  endeavoured  to  make  Al- 
foJifo  and  Piero  believe,  that  Nothing  in 
Reality  was  intended  againfl  the  Peace 
of  Italy^  which  he  would  foon  make 
evident. 

When  any  Thing  is  ftrongly  affirm'd, 
altho'  there  appears  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve the  contrary,  yet  one  cannot  help 
being  a  litde  doubtful :  Lodovicos  Affer- 
tions  were  not  rely'd  on,  yet  they  retarded 
the  Execution  of  what  had  been  refolv'd. 
Both  the  Pope  and  Piero  would  readily 
have  joined  in  making  an  Attempt  on 
Genoa  ^  but  they  knew,  that  would  create 

an 
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an  immediate  Rupture  with  Lodovico^ 
The  Pope  being  requefted  by  Alfhifo 
to  fend  him  his  Gallics,  and  to  unite  his 
Forces  with  his  in  Romagfia,  agreed  to 
the  latter  -,  but  on  Condition,  they  fliould 
not  march  farther  3  and  refus'd  the  Gallies 
for  fear  of  pufhing  Lodovico  to  defpair. 

The  Florentines  were  likewife  re- 
quefted  to  admit  and  refrefli  Alfonjo\ 
Fleet  in  Livorno  :  But  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  as  well  as  becaufe  they  had 
already  made  Excufes  for  not  aflifting 
the  King  of  France,  on  Account  of  their 
Alliance  with  the  Arragonians,  'till  Ne- 
ceflity  obliged  them,  they  did  not  care  to 
take  any  further  Steps. 

Alfonso,  now  rightly  judging  he 
had  no  farther  Meafures  to  keep,  fent  out 
his  Fleet  under  Admiral  Don  Feden'go ; 
and  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his  Army 
in  Abruzzo,  with  a  Defign  to  pafs  into 
Romagjia-,  But  before  he  proceeded,  he 
thought  it  neccfTary  to  have  a  Parley 
with  the  Pope,  in  order  to  concert  pro-t 
per  Meafures  for  their  common  Safety. 

On 
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On  the  13th  of  Ji/fy,  at  the  Pope's 
Defire,  they  met  at  Vico-FarOy  a  Town 
belonging  to  Virgiijw  Orfini^  ;  where  ^^'^^^P^ 
Alexander  infifted,  that  the  King  fhould  A  meet  at 
not  advance  farther  himfelf,  but  re- 
main on  his  own  Frontiers  in  Abruzxo^ 
with  a  fufficient  Force  to  proted;  his  own, 
and  the  Ecclefiaftical  State.  Alfonfos  Army, 
.  as  he  faid,  coniifted  of  near  a  Hundred 
Squadrons  of  Men  at  Arms,  computing 
Twenty  Men  to  each  Squadron  ^  above 
Three  Thoufand  Archers,  befides  the 
Light-Horfe :  That  Virgmio  fhould  re- 
main in  the  Territories  about  i^^;^^,  to 
watch  the  Colonnefe ;  and  there  fliould  be 
plac'd  in  Rome  Two  Hundred  of  the 
Pope's  Men  at  Arms,  and  Part  of  the 
Kings  Light-Horfe:  That  Ferdinandoy 
Duke  of  Calabria^  *  a  young  Prince  of 
great  Expedlation,  fhould  go  into  Ro^ 
magna  with  Seventy  Squadrons,  the  beft 
Part  of  the  Cavalry,  and  moil  of  the 
Ecclefiaflical  Forces :  But  thefe  laft  had 
Orders  only  to  ad:  on  the  defenlive. 

Giovanni 

*  Duke  of  Calabria  is  the  Title  given   to  ihe  eldeft 
5pns  of  the  Kings  of  Nap  leu 
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-'•  ^'  Giovanni  JacopoTrivulz J, 
(^^.^^^^  General  of  the  Arragonian  Forces,  and 
Count  FittiglanOy  who  had  quitted  the 
Pope's,  and  enter'd  into  the  King's  Ser- 
vice, both  Officers  of  Experience  and 
Renown,  were  appointed  to  accompany 
the  Duke,  and  reftrain  his  Ardour.  It 
was  thought  that  the  Duke's  Prefence,  if 
the  Army  advanced  into  Lombardy^  would 
be  very  ferviceable  to  the  Caufe,  as  he  was 
doubly  related  to  Giovanni  Galeazzo^  Duke 
of  Milan,  who  had  married  his  Sifter ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Calabria  s  Mother,  Hyp- 
polita,  was  Sifter  to  Galeazzos  Father. 

But  one  of  the  principal  Concerns  at 
this  Meeting  was,  how  to  guard  them- 
felves  againft  the  Colo^nefe-y  who,  they 
had  Reafon  to  think,  were  plotting  againft 
them.  Profpero  and  Fabritio  had  been 
in  the  Service  of  Ferdinando,  from  whom 
they  had  obtained  Principalities,  and  ho- 
nourable Privileges.  After  Ferdi7iando\ 
Death,  notwithftanding  the  many  Pro- 
mifes  Profpero  had  made  Alfonfo,  to  con- 
tinue in  his  Army,  through  the  Means  of 
Cardinal  Afcanio^    had  engaged   himfelf, 

both 
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both  tx)  the  Pope,  and  Duke  of  Milan ;  ^-  ^• 
and  now  could  not  be  prevail'd  on  tO(j„.^^^,-^ 
throw  up  Lodovico^  ConimiiTion,  and 
remain  folely  in  the  Pope's  Pay.  And 
Fabriiio,  who  continu'd  in  Alfonjo^  Army, 
on  Account  of  thefe  Difputes,  refufed  to 
accompany  the  Duke  of  Calabria  into 
Romagna^  until  Alexander  and  Alfonjo  were 
reconcil'd  to  Projpero^  and  gave  proper 
Security  that  none  of  the  Colonna  Family 
fliould  be  molefled  in  their  Pofleffions. 

They  coloured  their  Difficulties  with 
thefe  Reafons  ;  but  were,  in  Reality, 
influenc'd  by  Cardinal  Afcanio :  Who, 
jealous  of  the  Pope's  Refentment,  on 
Lodovicos  Account,  had  retir'd  into  their 
Territories;  and  given  them  Hopes  of 
greater  Emoluments  in  the  French  Ser- 
vice ;  which,  together  with  the  Difcon- 
tent  they  conceived  at  the  fuperior  Con- 
fidence Alfonjo  repofed  in  Virginio  Orjiniy 
who  was  at  the  Head  of  their  oppofite 
Fadion,  induced  them  to  contradl  privately 
with  the  King  of  France.  The  better 
to  conceal  thefe  Meafures,  they  continu'd 
to  treat  with  the  Pope  and  Alfo?ifo,  but 

always 
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A.  D.    always  raifed  new  Difficulties    to   avokl 
c^.^^.*^  coming  to  any  Agreement. 

The  Pope's  way  of  thinking  and 
Alfo7ifo\^  on  this  Occalion,  was  different. 
Alexander  was  glad  of  the  Opportunity 
to  feize  on  their  Caftles  ;  and  the  Kine 
did  not  chufe  to  have  recourfe  to  Arms, 
but  as  the  laft  Remedy.  But  he  durfl  not 
prefume  to  thwart  the  Pontiff's  Ambition  : 
So  he  agreed,  at  laft,  that  if  Profpei-o  and 
Fabritio  did  not,  in  a  few  Days,  accede  to 
their  Terms,  to  oblige  them  by  Force* 
This  Interview  laftcd  for  three  Days,  when 
they  parted  with  mutual  Satisfaction. 

'Alfonfo         The    Expedition  of  Don  Federigo  to 
^|'"^^^^G^Wtf,gave  Beginning  to  th&  Italian  W^r. 
fending  a  This  Commander  had  the  beft  Fleet,  and 
^i^ft  ^    ^^  ^^^  provided,  that  for  a  long  Courfe 
(Jenoa.     of  Years  had  failed  on  the  Tufcan  Seas. 
It  conliiled  of  Thirty-five  light  Gallies, 
Eighteen  Ships,  and  a  great  Number  of 
fmall  Veflels  5  was  furnifh'd  with  a  large 
Quantity  of  Artillery,  and  had  on  Board 
Three  Thoufand    Men   for    the   Land- 
Service  ; 
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Service  -,  amongft  whom  were  the  Fugitive  ^-  ^• 
Nobles  of  Ge7ioa.  C>^VnJ 

This  Appearance  gave  Alfonfo grczt 
Hopes  of  Succefs.  But  the  Delay  in  fet- 
ting  out,  occafion'd  partly  by  the  Artifi- 
ces of  Lodovico,  and  partly  by  their 
loitering  in  the  Ports  of  Siena^  in  hopes 
of  enlifting  Five  Thoufand  Men,  toge- 
ther with  other  Difficulties,  that  com- 
monly occur  in  putting  in  Motion  fuch 
great  Bodies,  render 'd  inefFecflual,  what 
if  attempted  a  Month  fooner  might  have 
eafily  fucceeded.  Thefe  Delays  gave  Time 
to  the  French  to  throw  into  Genoa  Two 
Thoufand  Swifs^  under  the  Command 
of  the  Bailie  of  Dijon^  to  arm  all  the 
VeiTels  in  that  Port,  and  to  fend  feveral 
others  from  their  own  Coaft. 


LoDovico  alfo,  fparing  no Expence, 
fent  Troops  thither  under  the  Command 
of  Gafparo  di  San  Severino,  furnam'd  // 
Fracajfa,  together  with  his  Brother  An- 
tonmaria-,  and  with  Prefents,  Places,  and 
Promifes,  he  confirmed  in  his  Intereft 
Giovan.  Luigi  Fiefchiy  many  of  the  Fa- 
mily 
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^'  J^'    mily  of  the  Adoriii,  and  feveral  of  the 

ly^^Xj  leading    Men,  who  had  an  Influence  over 

the  Populace ;  and   found   Means  to   af- 

femble,     from  Genoa  and    the    Rivieras^ 

feveral  Abettors  of  the  Fugitives. 

The  Duke  T  H  E  fame  Day  the  Arragonimi  Fleet 
arrives  in  Came  in  Sight  of  Genoa^  the  Duke  of 
Genoa.  Orleans  made  his  Entry  into  that  City, 
fent  thither  by  the  King  of  France. 
His  Arrival  added  Reputation  to  the 
Caufe,  and  Courage  to  the  Citizens.  He 
firft  had  a  Conference  with  Lodovico  at 
Alexandria^  who  paid  him  great  Honours, 
and  treated  him  as  his  Equal  ;  little  ima- 
gining how  foon  his  Dominions  would 
be  fubjedled  to  his  Power,  and  his  Life 
to  his  Mercy. 

'Jlfonjo%  Federigo,  finding  Genoa fo  well  pre- 
Flcet  un-p^j.gj^  and  feeing  no  Hopes  of  a  Tumult, 
9t  Genoa,  as  had  been  exped:ed,  called  a  Council, 
wherein,  after  fome  Debate  concerning 
which  of  the  Rivieras  they  fhould  make 
for,  at  the  Defire  of  Objetto,  that  of  the 
Le^jant  was  preferred,  where  he  expcdled 
to  find  many  Friends :  So  they  faiVd  to 

Porto 
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Porto  Venere,  but  found  the  Genoefehdid  ^-  ^• 
fent  thither  Four  Hundred  Soldiers,  and  {^^r\^-^ 
that  Giovanni  Luigi  Fiefchi  was  come  from 
Spezie^  and  with  his  Authority  kept  the 
Inhabitants  fteady  to  the  Republic :  So, 
after  feveral  unfuccefsful  AiTaults,  they 
went  off,  and  retir'd  to  Livorno^  to  re- 
frefh  and  recruit :  For  all  the  Coafl  of 
Genoa  was  fo  well  guarded,  that  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  attempt  any  further  En- 
terprize  without  a  greater  Force. 

Don  Federigo  was  here  informed, 
that  the  French  Fleet,  which  was  fupe- 
rior  to  his  in  Ships,  but  inferior  in  the 
Number  of  Gallies,  was  fetting  out  from 
the  Port  of  Genoa  \  He,  therefore,  fent 
all  his  Ships  to  NapleSy  retaining  only 
the  Gallies ;  which,  he  thought,  might 
fave  themfelves  with  greater  Eafe,  if  they 
were  attack'd  by  the  whole  Fleet ;  nei- 
ther did  he  defpair  of  coming  off  vic- 
torious, if  either  by  the  Diredlion  of 
their  Commander,  or  by  fome  Accident, 
the  Enemies  Gallies  fhould  be  feparated 
from  their   Ships. 

I  The 
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J.  D. 

^^J.^^1^     The  Duke  of  Calabria   was  all  this 
while  marching  into  Romagna,  but  could 
CflW/r         well  proceed  into  Lombardy,  without 
in  Roma-  fecuring  to  his  Intereft  the  Cities  of  Be* 
^"*'        hgna,  Lnola,  and   ForlL     As  for    Ceftma^ 
it  was   fubjedt  to   the  Pope,   and  Faenza 
belonged     to    young    AJlorre    Manfredi^ 
who  was  diredted  intirely  by  the  Floren- 
tines^    and    confequently    thofe     Towns 
would  fupply  the  Arragonian  Army  with 
all  Conveniencies.     Iinola  and  Forli  were 
govern'd   with  the  Tide  of  Vicar  of  the 
Church  by  Ottaviano  Riarioy    who  was 
under  tlie  Tutelage   of  his    Mother  Ca- 
terina  SforzUy  with  whom  the  Pope  and 
Alfonfo  had  been  long  treating,  and  pro- 
mised to    take    that    State   under    their 
Protedlion,    if    Ottaviano    would    enlifl 
himfelf   in   their  Service:  But    Catcri?ia 
protraded  the  Treaty,  in   order  to  pro- 
cure better  Terms,  and  alfo   refufed   to 
endanger  her    Son's    Dominions,  unlefs 
the  Florentines  would  adt  in  Concert  with 
them,  which  they  declined,  for  Fear  of 
giving  frefli  Caufe  of  Difcontent  to  the 
King  of  France^  who    was    already   fo 

much 
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much  incens'd  againft  them.     This  put  ^-  ^• 
the  Treaty  to  a  Stand  on  all  Sides:  ^ovfJ^i^Xj 
neither  Alexander  nor  Alfonfo    cared  to 
engage  in  new  expenlive   Appointments 
by  themfelves. 

A  Conference,  which  Ferdinando^  in 
his  Way  to  Romagna^  had  with  Piero  at 
Borgo  San  Sepulcro,  removed  all  thefe 
Difficulties :  For  the  Duke,  at  once,  in 
his  Father's  Name,  made  him  a  Tender 
of  himfelf,  and  his  whole  Army,  to  be 
employ 'd  as  he  pleas'd,  either  in  the  De- 
fence of  Florefice  or  Faenza,  or  againft 
Sie?ta.  Piero^  elated  with  thefe  Offers, 
return'd  to  Florence,  and  tho*  difluaded 
by  the  wifeft  of  his  Countrymen,  to 
pleafe  Ferdinando,  gave  the  Republic's 
Confent  for  Ottaviano  to  enter  the  Al- 
lies Service,  who  were,  in  common,  to 
defray  the  Expence,  and  take  his  Towns 
under  their    Protedlion. 

Bologna    was  arbitrarily    govern'd ^^^^  ^^^ 
by    Giovanni  Beniivogli^   who   receiving 
a  Promife    from    the   Pope,    with   the 
Guarantee  of  Alfonfo   and  Piero,  that  his 

I  2  Son  ' 
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^'   ^'  Son  Antonio   Galeazzo,  the  Prothonotary, 
u^y^ihould   be   created  a  Cardinal,  agreed  to 
ferve  the  Allies  in   the  fame  Manner. 

All  this  gave  great  Repute  to  Fer- 
dinandos  Army,  and  would  have  given 
a  much  greater,  had  he  been  follicitous 
enough  in  getting  into  Romagna\  But 
by  the  Delay  of  the  ArragonianSy  and 
the  Care  of  LodovicOy  Oblg?ii,  and  Count 
G^'^z;^;^,  finding  no  Oppofition  in  thtBolog- 
7iefey  with  incredible  Celerity  got  with 
Part  of  the  Army  to  the  Territory  of 
Inwldy  by  the  Time  Perdinando  was  ar- 
riv'd  2XCeJena'y  fo  that  all  Hopes  of 'get- 
ting into  Lombardy  being  fruilrated,  the 
Duke  found  himfelf  neceffitated  to  be- 
gin the  War  in  RomagnUy  where  the 
French  and  Milanefe  Forces  were  abun- 
dantly fupply'd  from  that  little  part  of 
the  Dukedom  of  Ferrara^  which  lies- 
contiguous  to  the  Fo  :  The  Cities  of  Cer- 
via  and  Ravenna,  which  were  under  the 
Venetians^  obferved  a  ftridt  Neutrality. 

A/Xd'c^     PiERo  not  in  the  leaft  difmay'd  at 
cUrcs   a- the  Difappointment  Alfonjo  had  met  with 

France,  "^  *■ 
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at  Genoa,  and  the  Impediments  that  pre- 
vented the  March  into  Lombardy,  by 
a  fecret  Convention,  unknown  to  his 
Republic,  engag'd  with  Alfonfo  and  Alex- 
ander to  a(5l  againft  the  French,  In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  at  firfl  he  content- 
ed himfelf  with  only  giving  Orders,  that 
the  Neapolitan  Fleet  fliould  be  permit- 
ted to  anchor,  and  take  in  Provifions 
at  LivornOy  and  recruit  in  any  Port  of 
the  Florentme  State :  But  foon  exceed- 
ing all  Bounds  of  Moderation,  he 
caus'd  Annikale  Bentivogli,  who  was  in 
the  Florentine  Service,  and  AJlorre  Man-^ 
fredi,  to  join  Ferdinando\  Army  with 
their  Regiments  at  Forli,  whither  he 
alfo  fent  a  Reinforcement  of  a  Thou- 
fand  Men,    and  fome  of  Artilleiy. 

The  Pope  continued  in  the  fame 
DifpoHtion.  By  a  Brief,  he  had  before 
entreated  Charles  not  to  proceed  with 
Arms,  but  in  a  judicial  Way:  And  now, 
by  another  Brief,  he  threaten'd  him  Vvdth 
Cenfures,  if  he  paiTed  into  Italy :  And, 
by  means  of  the  Bifliop  of  Caglari,  his 
Nuntio  at  Venice,  ufed  all  his  Endea- 
I  3  vourSj 
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vours,  in  Concert  with  the  Neapolitan 
Minifler,  and  that  of  the  Florentines^ 
who  adled  fomewhat  more  cautioufly, 
to  engage  that  Senate  into  an  Alliance  a- 
gainft  France^  or  at  leail  to  declare  plain- 
ly to  Lodovico,  that  they  were  highly 
diflatisfy'd  with  the  Meafures  he  had 
taken. 

But  the  Doge  was  commiffion'd  to 
anfwer,  that  it  was  not  the  Part  of  a 
wife  Prince  to  draw  a  War  into  his 
own  Dominions,  to  fave  thofe  of  his 
Neighbours;  and,  accordingly,  theyadled 
in  a  Manner,  that  neither  Party  might 
have  Reafon  to  take  Offence. 

The  King  of  Spain^  being  prefs'd  by 
the  Pope  and  Alfonfo^  promis'd  to  fend 
a  Fleet,  with  a  great  Number  of  Troops 
into  Sicily^  who  were  after  to  land  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples  for  it's  Defence, 
if  it  prov'd  neceifary.  And  becaufe  the 
King  complain'd  of  Want  of  Money, 
to  hailen  the  Expedition,  Alfonfo  fent 
him  a  large  Sum,  and  Alexander  gave  him 
Leave  to  employ,  for    this  Purpofe,    the 

IVIopey 
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Money  he  had  been  permitted  to  gather  ^-  -^• 
for  the  Crufade,  which  was  never  known  (J^^^-sj 
to  be  made  Ufe  of,  but  againft  the  In- 
fidels, who,  indeed,  had  little  Caufe  to  fear 
at  prefent :  For  Alfonfo  had  before  dit 
patch'd  feveral  MefTengers  to  Conjlanti- 
nople^  and  fent  now  Camillo  Fandone^  who, 
by  the  Pope's  Orders,  was  privately  ac- 
company'd  by  Gio?'gio  Bucciardo,  a  Ge- 
noefe^  a  Perfon  who  had  formerly  been 
employed  on  fuch  an  Errand  by  Pope 
Innocent. 

Bajazet  received  them  moft  graciouf- 
ly,  and  foon  difpatch'd  them,  promiiing 
powerful  Affiflance,  which  he  after- 
wards confirmed  by  an  AmbaiTador  he 
fent  on  purpofe  to  Naples  :  But  his  Pro- 
mifes  were  never  performed,  either  be- 
caufe  the  Diftance  was  fo  great,  or  that 
he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  repofe 
any  Confidence  in  Chriilians. 

Alfonso    and   Fiero,  finding  that 

neither  by  Land  or  Sea  they  had  hitherto 

met  with   any  Succefs   againft  Lodovtco, 

refolved  to  try  if  they  could  deceive  him 

I  4  by 
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^-   ^'  by  Artifice :  But  their  Stratagems  mifcar* 
..^v^  ^^^^  ^s  well  as  their  Force. 

I T  was  a  general  Opinion,  that  Lodo- 
vicOy  in  his  Heart,  in  regard  to  his  own 
Safety,  could  not  be  defirous  that  Charles 
iliould  conquer  Naples  :  And  it  was 
thought,  when  he  had  brought  him  as 
far  as  T'ufcany,  and  got  himfelf  acknow- 
ledg'd  Duke  of  Milan,  he  would  then 
interpofe,  and  perfuade  the  King  to  re- 
turn into  France,  on  Alfonfd%  paying  him 
a  large  Yearly  Tribute,  and  procuring, 
perhaps  for  himfelf,  from  the  Florentines, 
that  Part  of  the  Lunegiana  they  poffefTed 
near  his  Dominions, 

I N  this  Manner  he  would  humble  the 
Florentines,  diminifh  the  Strength  and 
Authority  of  the  King  of  Naples,  and 
fecure  himfelf  in  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Milanefe,  without  running  thofe  Rifques 
he  had  Reafon  to  fear  from  a  conquering 
French  Army. 

H  E  hoped,  that  as  Winter  was  ap- 
proaching, the  King  might  meet  with  fuch 

Difficulties 
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Difficulties  as  would  retard  his  March,  fo 
as  not  be  able  to  proceed  any  farther 
than  Florence  till  Spring  :  And  as  he  was 
apprized  of  the  impatient  Temper  of  the 
Fretichy  the  Want  of  Money,  and  the 
Diflike  of  many  of  the  Courtiers  to  this 
Expedition,  he  hoped,  in  the  mean  Time, 
an  Accommodation  might  be  effedted. 

But  whatever  were  Lodovicos  firfl: 
Deligns,  certain  it  is,  that  he  now,  by 
Means  of  his  Minifter  in  Florence^  tam- 
pered with  PierOy  and  encourag'd  him  to 
perfift  in  his  Alliance  with  A/fonfo,  alTuring 
him,  he  would  then  diffuade  the  King  of 
France  from  coming  into  Italy  :  Or,  if 
he  came,  he  had  fufficient  Intereft  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  return,  withoilt  injuring 
any  of  the  Italian  Potentates.  Lodovicoy 
was  either  iincere,  or  being  bent  on 
Piero's,  Deflrudion,  took  this  Method  to 
compleat  it ;  leaving  him  no  Room  for  a 
Reconeiliation  with  the  King  of  France, 

P  I  E  R  o  gave  Notice  of  thefe  Nego- 
tiations to  Alfonfd,  and  he  counfel'd  him 
%o   communicate   them  to  the   King  of 

France  : 
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France  :  Wherefore  Piero,  feigning  him- 
ifelf  indifpofed  (after  concealing  the  French 
A  Plot  Minifter,  where  he  might  over-hear  the 
againft  Conference)  he  fent  for  Lodovicos  Am- 
baflador;  then  repeating  diftindlly  v/hat 
the  AmbafTador  had  before  propos'd,  faid. 
It  was  owing  to  his  Mailer,  he  had  not 
accepted  of  the  King  of  Frances  Offers  ; 
and  grievoufly  complaining,  that  he  fhould 
be  fo  earneft  in  foUiciting  the  King  to  come 
into  Italy^  he  concluded.  That  fince  Lo- 
dovicos Adtions  were  not  conformable  to 
his  Promifes,  he  had  come  to  a  Refolu- 
tion  to  agree  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefly,  and  not  run  any  farther  Rifque. 

The  AmbafTador  reply 'd,  That  he 
had  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  his  Mafler's 
Sincerity ;  for  it  would  prove  equally 
dangerous  to  him,  if  he  fuffer'd  the  King 
of  France  to  conquer  Naples,  He  then 
entreated  him  not  to  think  of  abandoning 
Alfonfo^  for  his  own  Fate,  and  that  of 
//tf/y,  depended  intirely  on  his  Steadinefs. 

But  this  cunning  Device  was  not 
attended   with  the    defir'd  Eifeft  :    For 

fprne 
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fome  of  the  French  Miniftry  having  in-  ^-  ^• 
form'd  Lodovico  of  what  had  pafs'd,  he  (^^IJ^tj 
became  more  enrag'd  againfh  Piero,  and 
prefTed  the  King,  with  greater  Earneftnefs, 
^3  lofe  no  Time,  but  to  move  with  all  his 
Forces,  by  Land  and  Sea,  with  the  utmoft 
Expedition. 

Now   Heaven  and  Earth  feem'd  to 

prognofticate  grievous  Calamities  to  Italy  : 
For  all  thofe  who  pretended,  either  by 
their  Profeflion,  or  by  divine  Revelation, 
to  haye  a  Knowledge  of  future  Events, 
joined  in  foretelling  various  Revolutions, 
horrible  Scenes,  and  greater  Devailations 
in  Italy,  than  had  been  known  for  many 
Ages,  in  any  Part  of  the  World. 

And  with  no  lefs  Terror  it  was  re- 
ported, that  feveral  Prodigies  had  hap-  ^f  feve^i 
pened:  That  Three  Suns  appeared  in  P^/^-Pj^od^gics. 
Ha,  furrounded  with  Clouds,  full  of 
dreadful  Thunder  and  Lightning  :  That 
in  the  Territory  of  Arezzo,  Bands  of 
Men  in  heavy  Armour,  on  huge  Horfes, 
accompany'd  with  a  terrible  Noife  of 
Prams  ^nd  Trumpets,  had  been  feen  to 

pafs 
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^'  ^'  pafs  through  the  Air :  That,  in  feveral 
c—.^^-^  Parts,  the  facred  Images  and  Pidturcs  had 
fwcatcd  :  Women  and  Animals  had  pro- 
duced feveral  Monilers  :  And  that  many 
other  Accidents,  that  feem'd  contrary  to 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  had  hap- 
pened in  divers  Places. 

The  Populace,  who  are  apt  to  give 
c^^ar/^j  at  Credit  to  fuch  Stories,  already  alarm 'd 
Viinne.  ^j^h  the  Apprehcnlion  of  the  Power  and 
Fiercenefs  of  the  French^  were  under  the 
greateil  Confternation.  They  were  told. 
That  Hiftory  was  full  of  the  Devaftations 
committed  by  them  in  former  Times : 
How  they  had  plundered  all  Italy ,  and  de- 
ftroy'd  Rofne  with  Fire  and  Sword  :  That 
Afidy  and  all  Parts  of  the  World,  had 
felt  the  Weight  of  their  Arms.  Thefe 
Fears  were  every  Day  encreafed,  as  they 
expedled  foon  to  fee  the  dire  Effedts  of 
an  Invafion,  knowing  the  French  were 
already  on  their  March. 

C  H  A  R  L  E  s  was  now  come  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphine ;  and  could  neitl>er  be  dif- 
fuaded  from  going  perfonally  into  Itafyy 

by 
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by  the  Intreaties  of  his  whole  Kingdom  ; 
nor  retarded  by  the  Want  of  Money : 
There  not  being,  at  that  Time,  a  Suffi- 
ciency for  the  prefent  Exigencies,  without 
pawning,  and  that  for  no  confiderable 
Sum,  the  Jewels  that  had  been  fent  him 
by  the  Duke  of  Savoyy  the  Marchefana 
of  Monferrato,  and  fome  other  Noblemen 
of  his  own  Kingdom.  All  the  Money  of 
the  Finances,  and  what  Lc^owVo  had  lent 
him,  had  partly  been  expended  in  fitting 
out  his  Fleet  (on  which  great  Dependance 
had  been  laid)  and  the  reft  inconfiderately 
diffipated  at  Lyons  amongft  his  Favourites : 
Nor  could  he,  ealily,  procure  a  frefh 
Supply.  For,  in  thofe  Days,  Princes  were 
not  accuftom'd  to  extort  Money  from  their 
Subjedis,  as  they  have  fince  been  taught 
to  do,  by  Avarice  and  Ambition,  with- 
out any  Regard  to  human  or  divine  Laws. 

I  N  this  Dlforder,  and  on  (o  flender  a 
Foundation,  Charles  undertook  this  im- 
portant War ;  huriy'd  on  rather  by  Im- 
petuofity  and  Raflmefs,  than  guided  by 
Prudence  and  Counfel. 

B  V  T, 
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But,  as  it  often  happens  at  the  En- 
Murmurs  trance  upon  the  Execution  of  great  and 
in  the  hazardous  Exploits,  how  maturely  foever 
Camp,  projedled,  that  Difficulties,  unforefeen, 
are^apt  to  arife  :  So  now,  when  the  Army 
was  in  Motion  towards  the  yllps,  a  fudden 
Murmur  fpread  over  the  Camp  ;  fome 
complaining  of  the  common  Difficulties, 
attending  fuch  an  Expedition  ;  others,  of 
the  Prefidioufnefs  of  the  Italians  \  and, 
above  all,  of  the  late  Treachery  of  Lodo- 
•vico  Sforza-y  againft  whom  they  were, 
perhaps,  the  more  exafperated,  becaufe 
they  had  heard  a  Sum  of  Money  expedted 
from  him  was  not  arrived  :  And,  as  is 
generally  the  Cafe,  when  the  propofed 
Advantages  of  an  Expedition  become 
doubtful,  thofe  who  earneflly  advifed  it, 
would  willingly  retradt  :  So  now,  the 
Bifhop  of  St.  Malo^  chief  Promoter,  with 
feveral  others,  who  had  been  mofi:  fan- 
guine,  alarmed  at  fuch  unexpedled  Cla- 
mours, appeared  undetermined.  This 
King's  Ir-  ^^^^^^^^  the  Courtlcrs,  and  the  King  him- 
rcfolution.  felf,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  immediate 
Orders  were  given  to  the  Army  not  to 

proceed. 
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proceed.  The  Rumour  of  which  being 
ipread,  feveral  Officers,  who  had  already 
fet  out,  returned  back,  fuppofing  the 
War  to  be  at  an  End :  And,  it  was  thought, 
that  would  have  been  the  Cafe,  if  the 
Cardinal  of  St.  Piero  i?i  Vincola^  fatal 
Inftrument  then,  before,  and  after,  of  all 
the  Calamities  of  Italy ^  had  not  interpofed, 
and  with  the  Authority  and  Vehemence 
of  his  Speech,  melted  the  almoft  frozen 
Spirits  of  the  Army,  and  brought  the 
King  back  to  his  former  Refolution. 

He  not  only  refrefhed  the  Kings 
Memoiy  with  the  Motives  which  had 
induced  him  to  engage  in  this  Enterprize, 
but  laid  alfo  before  him  the  Infamy  and 
Scorn  which  would  arife,  if  fo  noble  a 
Defign  was  not  carried  into  Execution. 


''  To  what  Purpofe,  faid  he,  has  your  Speech  of 
Majefty  weakened  your  Frontiers,  by  '^^  ^^'■*^*" 

•    •  .U     D        •  r     y,       .    «  '     -^  nal  of  St. 

giving  up  the  Province  of  Artois  ?  For  Piero  in 
what  Reafon  have  you  open'd  a  Door  ^'«"^«' 
to  the  King  oi  Spain  to  enter  your  King- 
dom, by  parting  with  the  Roujfilhi,  to 
the  great  Diflatisfadion  of  your  People  ? 

"  Such 


1494. 
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Such  important  Conceffions  were  never 
made  by  Princes,  but  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  utmofi:  Dangers  ;  or  with  a 
View  of  getting  much  more  than  an 
Equivalent:  Wherefore,  as  your  Ma* 
jefty  cannot  pretend  to  have  been  in 
any  Danger,  you  mufl  appear  to  the 
World,  to  have  purchafed  nothing  but 
Shame,  and  that  at  a  dear  Rate.  What 
new  Difficulties  have  arifen  ?  What 
new  Dangers  have  been  diicovered  fince 
the  Publication  of  this  Enterprize  ? 
On  the  contrary,  are  not  the  Hopes 
of  Victory  conliderably  encreafedy  by 
the  Difappointment  of  your  Enemies  in 
every  thing  they  have  undertaken  ? 
For  the  Arragotiiati  Fleet,  after  making 
a  vain  Attempt  on  Porto  Venere^  is  re- 
tired to  Livonio^  which  has  fecur'd  the 
City  of  Ge?7oa ;  the  Enemy  having  nei- 
ther Land  nor  Sea  Forces  fufficient  to 
attack  it :  And  a  few  of  your  Troops, 
ported  in  Romagna^  have  been  able  to 
prevent  Ferdinando  from  advancing  into 
Lombardy,  What  a  Panick,  then,  muft 
your  Adverfaries  be  feized  with,  when 
they  hear  you  have  pafled  the  Alps  ? 

"  What 
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*'  What  Tumults  will  arife  ?  With  what  ^-  -^• 
"  Terror  will  the  Pope  be  affefted,  when,  ^i^t^J 
*'  from  his   Palace,  he  views  the  Arms 
*'  of  the  Colonnefe  at  the  Gates  of  Rome  ? 
"  How  confounded  Piero  de  Medici ^  when 
*'  abandoned  by  his  Relations,    and    by 
".  the   Florentines y  who  love  the  French^ 
"  and  are  deiirous   of    recovering   their 
"  Liberties    infringed    by    him  ?     Your 
"  Majefty  can  meet  with  no  fort  of  Op- 
"  poiition,  till  you  arrive  on  the  Frontiers 
''  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples.     Befides, 
''  on  your  Approach,  you  will  diffufe  a 
"  general  Terror ;  and  nothing  elfe  will 
"  be    {t^^^    but    Tumult,    Flight,    and 
*'  Rebellion.     Can  there  be   any  Appre- 
"  henlion  of  a  Want  of  Money  ?     None 
''  furely:    For  as  foon  as  the  Sound  of 
"  your  thundering  Artillery  is  heard  in 
"  Italy^  the  Italians  will  flrive  who   can 
"  bring  moil:  Money :    And,  befides,  if 
''  any  petty   State  fliould  offer  to  refill, 
*'  the  Riches  which  would  accrue  from 
*'  their  Overthrow  would  be  fufficient  to 
*'  maintain  the  Army.     For  the  Italians 
''  being  accuflomed  rather  to  a  Shevi^  of, 
'^  than  a  real  War,  are  not  in  a  Condition 
K  ''  to 
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"  to   reiift  the   intrepid   Valour   of   the 
"  French.      What    ludden  Fears    then  ? 
"  What     Ccnfufion  ?     What   Dreams  ? 
*'  What  Shadows  of  Danger  have  poflbfTed 
"  your  Royal  Breafl  ?      What  is  become 
"  of  that  Magnanimity    which  induced 
''  you,  a  few  Days  fince,  to  affert,  that 
"  you  could  make    yourfelf   Mailer  of 
"  Italy,  tho*  all  the  Italia?i  Powers  were 
"  combined   againft:    you  ?     He   defired 
"  he  would  confider,  that  Things  now 
"  were  gone  too  far  for  his  Majefty  to 
"  recede ;    fince    his    Dominions    were 
"  alienated,  AmbafTadors  admitted,    dif- 
"  miffed,  and  difpatched  ;  the  Expences 
"  and  Preparations  made  ;  his  Intentions 
"  publick,  and  he  come  in  Perfon  fo  near 
"  the  Foot  of  the  Alps.     The  State   of 
"  his  Affairs  was  now  fuch,  that  altho* 
"  the  Expedition  were  to  appear  hazard- 
<^  ous,  it  could   not  be   avoided;    there 
''  being  no  Medium,  in  his  prefent  Situa- 
"  tion,    between    Glory    and     Infamy, 
"  Flight   and  Triumph  ^    or   his  being 
"  reputed  the  Greateft,    or    Lowell:    of 
"  Monarchs.     Why,    then,    fhould    he 
^'  hefitate  one  Moment  to  proceed,  and 

*'  gather 


THE  WARS  IN  ITALT.        131 

"  gather    the   Fruits   of   thofe  Vidlories    ^-  ^• 
"  already  prepared  for  him  ?"  .  v— ^r^ 

This  was  the  Subftance  of  the  Car-  ^.  ^  „. 
dinal's  Speech,  which  was  delivered  more  marches 
with  efficacious  Reafonings,  and  expref- ^"^°  "^'^''^' 
iive  Heatj  than  with  elaborate  Phrafes ,  and 
it  had  fuch  Effedt  on  the  King,  that  he 
would  fufFer  no  one  to  offer  any  further 
Objedion  againft  the  War ;    but  departed 
that  very  Day  from  Vienne^  accompany'd 
by  all  the  Flower  of  his  Nobility   and 
Officers,  excepting  the  Duke  of  Bourbon^ 
who  was  left  Regent,  and  the  Admiral, 
with    fome    others,    who    were    made 
Governors  of  the  moft   important   Pro- 
vinces. The  March  was  ordered  into //^^  by 
Monginevra^  an  eafier  Pafs  than  that  of 
Monfeni  ;    over  which    of  old  Hannibal^ 
with  immenfe  Trouble,  made  his  Way.  * 

The  gth  o^  September^   i^494>  Charles 
arrived  at  AJii  -,  bringing  with   him   into 
Italy  the  Seeds  of  innumerable  Calamities, 
horrible   Events,    and    Confufions :    Forarrives^^ 
K  2  from^A 

The  Road  to  the  Foot  of  Monftni  was  not  paffable 
for  Wheel-Carriages,  till  made  fo  by  a  Duke  of  Saa;o:^ 
in  the  laft  Century. 
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from  this  PalFage  derived  their  Origin^ 
not  only  Changes  of  Dominions,  Sub- 
verfion  of  Kingdoms,  Defolation  of 
Countries,  Deftrudion  of  Cities,  and 
cruel  Slaughters ;  but  alfo  new  Fafliions, 
new  Cuftoms,  new  and  bloody  Ways  of 
making  War,  and  Difeafes,  unknown  in 
thofe  Days  :  Befides,  the  Foundation  and 
Arts  of  Government,  which  conned;ed 
the  Union  of  our  Princes,  have  been 
ever  fince  fp  unhinged,  that  they  could 
never  after  be  reinflated  ;  fo  that  a  Door 
was  left  open  for  barbarous  Nations  to 
invade  and  opprefs  us.  And,  that  our 
Shame  may  not  be  leffen'd  by  the  Merits 
of  the  Author  of  our  Miferies,  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  altho'  he  was  fortunate 
in  being  born  Heir  to  fo  powerful  a  King- 
dom, yet  he  was  no  ways  favoured  by 
Nature  either  in  Body  or  Mind. 

Charles,  from  his  Youth,  was  of 

CHara^ff  a  tveak    a;nd   infirm    Conftitution  ;   Ihort 

ofa^,/,/^j^^  tigly>  had  indeed  fome  Sprighdinefs 

and  Majefty  in  his  Eyes  j   but  his  Limbs 

were  fo  difproportioned,  that  he  had  rather 

the  Appearance  of  a  Monfter  than  a  Man. 

He 
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He  was  not  only  exceeding  illiterate,  but  ^-  ^' 
hardly  knew  the  Names  of  the  Letters  '.CxvxJ 
A  Soul  afpiring  after  Dominion,  but  no 
ways  capable  of  it.  He  was  ever  impofed 
upon  by  his  Courtiers ;  with  whom  he 
knew  not  how  to  preferve  either  Majefly 
"or  Authority.  Indolent  in  eveiy  thing 
that  required  Trouble  ;  and  what  he  un- 
dertook was  conducted  with  Htde  Pru- 
dence or  Judgment ;  If  he  had  any  thing 
in  him  commendable,  it  was  yet  farther 
from  Virtue  than  Vice  :  For  he  had  an 
Inclination  to  Glory,  but  then  he  adled 
ralhly,  and  without  Counfel.  He  was 
liberal,  but  profufely  fo,  without  Meafure 
or  Diftindlion ;  ileady,  fometimes,  in  his 
Refolutions ;  but  more  through  Obflinacy 
than  Firmnefs  -,  and  what  was  in  him 
called  Goodnefs,  deferved  rather  the  Name 
of  Pufillanimity. 

The  Day  he  arrived  at  AJli^  Fortune oy^//^ 
began   to   fhew   herfelf  propitious,    and"^'-^'^' 

1  11.  .1  .  ^  occupiei 

welcojned    him   with   a  piece  ot    goodiRapaiu, 
News  from  Genoa.     Don  Federigo^  after 
refreiliing   himfelf,    and     recruiting    his 
Army  at  Livomo,  landed  Ohjetto  Fiejchi^ 
K  3  a 
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a  fugitive  Genoefe  Nobleman,  with  Three 
Thoufand  Foot  3  who,  with  little  Diffi- 
culty, took  Rapalky  a  Town  Twenty 
Miles  diilant  from  Genoa ;  from  whence 
he  made  Excurfions  all  over  the  Country. 

Those  who  governed  in  Genoa^  wera 
fenfible,  that  any,  tho'  ever  fo  fmall  an 
Advantage,  obtained  by  the  Enemy,  might 
prove  dangerous  in  that  factious  State  j  fo 
the  Brothers  ^aji  Severmi^  with  Giovanni 
Adorni,  the  Governor's  Brother,  were 
fent  with  the  beft  part  of  thp  Troops 
againft  Fiefchoy  a  fufficient  Guard  being 
left  in  Genoa, 


TheBattle  *  T  H  E  Puke  of  OrkanSy  with  a 
JJ^'V^^^- Thoufand  Swfsy  embarked  in  the  Fleet  5 
which  confifted  of  Eighteen  Gallies,  Six 
Galleons,  and  Nine  large  Veflels.  As 
foon  as  they  all  met  near  Rapalky  they 
veiy  brifkly  attacked  the  Enemy,  who 
defended  the  Bridge  in  the  Suburbs  that 
leads  into  a  fmall  Plain,  which  extends 
itfelf  as  far  as  the  Sea, 

The 

*  The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  married  to  /«»£,   thf 
King's  Sifter. 
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The  rocky  Country  itfelf  was  as  ^'  ^• 
good  as  a  ilrong  Fortification  to  the  Arra-  {y^,^^ 
Romans ;  who  were,  befides,  fo  advan- 
tageoufly  pofled,  that  the  firft  Attack  did 
not  promife  Succefs :  For  the  ^wifs^  not 
having  Room  to  extend  themfelves,  began 
to  retire ;  till  the  brave  Country  People, 
who  were  Friends  X.o  the  Aderni^  and 
knew  all  the  Paths  in  thofe  craggy  Moun- 
tains, crowded  in  from  all  Quarters,  and 
the  Artillery  from  the  Fleet  beginning  to 
take  Objettos  Men  in  Flank,  they  were 
driven  from  the  Bridge  ;  and  hearing  after- 
wards th2it  Luigi  Fief chi  was  coming  behind 
them  with  a  Body  of  Foot,  for  fear  of  being 
taken  between  two  Fires,  Objetto  was  the  Flight  of 
firfl  that  ran  away  towards  the  Mountains, '^^^^Jl^^'*' 
and  his  Example  was  followed  by  the 
reft,  after  lofing  above  a  Hundred 
Men :  A  great  Slaughter  in  thofe 
Days  !  *  Amongft  the  many  Prifoners  was 
Gitdio  Orfini^  who  was  in  the  Neapolitan 
Service,  and  had  followed  the  Army  with 
K  4  Forty 

*  Qhjefto^  after  being  flopped  and  fearched  three  times 
in  his  Flight,  faid  facetioufly  tp  his  Son,  Let  ua  ftrip,  an4 
be  as  naked  as  Mam,  and  the^  we  fhall  pafs  on  un* 
jjiclefted.    The  Biil^op  of  Nei>i9, 
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A.  D.   Forty  Men  at  Arms,  and  fome  Archers 

1494. 
{^jT^J^on    Horfeback,     Fregojim,    Son    of  the 

Cardinal   Fregofoy  and   OrlandinOy   of  the 

fame  Family. 

This  Vidory  fecured  Genoa :  For 
Don  Federigo^  after  landing  the  Troops, 
to  avoid  fighting  with  the  French  Fleet 
in  the  Gulph  of  Rapalle^  put  out  to  Sea, 
and  retired  again  to  Livorno  to  recruit ; 
but  was  fo  difheartened,  that  he  did  not 
venture  to  make  any  farther  Attempt 
worth  notice.  LodovicQ,  not  without 
Reafon,  aflumed  to  himfelf  the  Merit  of 
this  Defeat :  For  nothing  could  have  faved 
Gcjioa,  but  Federigo's  giving  fo  much 
Time  to  prepare ;  and  this  was  procured 
by  Lodovicos  Artifice,  who  fed  the  Enemy 
with  vain  Hopes  till  a  Force  was  in  Readi^ 
nefs  to  bafHe  their  Enterprize. 

,,   .         LodovicoSforza   and   Beatrice 

goes  to  the  his  Wife,  accompanied   by   many  Ladies 

Jft^.   *'  ^^  Quality,  celebrated  for  Beauty,   came 

in  great  Pomp  from  different  Parts  of  the 

^ilanefe^   to   meet  the  King  at  Afti  -,  as 

did  alfo  Hercde^  Duke  of  Fcrrara. 

AFTfli^ 
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1 494. 

After  fome  Conferences,  it  wasQ^^.^^,-^ 
refolved,  without  Lofs  of  Time,  to  march 
forward  with  the  Army  ;  which,  without 
reckoning  the  Two  Hundred  Gentlemen 
of  the  King's  Guard,  confiiled  (as  well 
as  I  can  compute  from  the  different  Ac- 
counts) of  Sixteen  Hundred  Lances :  That 
Name  being  given  by  the  French  to  their 
Men  in  heavy  Armour ;  who,  according 
to  the  French  Cuftom,  were  attended  each 
}>y  Two  Archers,  and  Four  Horfemen  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  Six  Horfes  to  each  Lance ; 
Six  Thoufand  Swifs^  and  Six  Thoufand 
French  ^  the  Half  of  whom  were  GaJconSy 
reckoned  then  the  befl  Infantry  in  France, 
In  this  Number  were  comprehended  the 
Swijs  fent  to  Genoa  with  the  Bailiff  ofZ)//o;/, 
and  thofe  with  Obi^ni  in  Romagna, 

As  the  hard  Seafon  was  coming  on, 
Lodovico^  fearing  the  King  might  Win- 
ter in  his  Dominions,  advanced  him 
more  Money,  of  which  he  was  in  great 
need,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on  his 
March :  But  Charles  was  fuddenly  taken 
with  the   Small  Pox,  which  prov'd  not 

malig- 
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^'  ^'    malignant;    but    detain'd   him  a  whole 
Ji^i^  Month  at  Afti  y  during  which  Time,  the 
Army  was  quartered  in  the    neighbour- 
ing Towns   and  Villages. 

rpjjg  A  T  Genoa^  in  the  mean  Time,  arriv- 
Tretich  cd  from  Marfeilles,  a  great  Quantity  of 
^^'  Field  Pieces  and  battering  Cannon,  fuch 
as  in  Italy  had  never  hitherto  been  ktn. 
This  Plague  had  its  Origin  in  Ger- 
many ^  and  with  great  Labour  was  brought 
from  thence  by  the  Venetiajis,  about  the 
Year  1380,  and  made  ufe  of  againft  the 
Genoefe-,  whofe  Maritime  Power  was 
formidable  in  thofe  Days  y  when  the 
Venetians  were  beat,  and  fo  dejedled 
for  the  Lofs  of  Chioggia^  that  if  the 
Genoefe  had  not  let  flip  their  Oppor- 
tunity, they  might  have  given  them 
hard  Conditions :  The  largeft  Pieces  of 
the  Artillery  we  are  fpeaking  of,  were 
called  Bombarde,  fome  whereof  were 
Iron,  fome  Brafs. 

From  that  Time  they  were  fpread 
through  Italy,  and  made  ufe  of  in  Sieges : 
But  for  their  Size  and  aukward   Make, 

were 
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were  mov'd  from  Place  to  Place  with  ^.  D, 
great  Difficulty;  and  for  the  fame  Rea- ^_^J.^^ 
fon  were  very  unhandy  when  placed 
againft  the  Walls  of  a  Town :  The  In- 
tervals between  the  Firings  were  fo  long, 
that  a  great  deal  of  Time  was  loft,  which 
gave  leifure  to  the  Belieged  to  repair 
the  Breaches.  But  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  Impediments,  the  Violence  of  the 
Powder  was  fuch,  that  the  Balls  of  thefb 
Inftruments  flew  with  a  thundering 
Noife,  and  did  greater  Execution  than 
any  Engines,  till  that  Time  invented  by 
Archimedes^  or  any  of  the   Antients. 

But  now  the  French  brought  a  much 
handier  Engine,  made  of  Brafs,  called 
Gannon,  which  they  charged  with  heavy 
Iron  Balls,  much  larger  than  thofe  of 
Stone,  m^de  ufe  of  heretofore,  and  drove 
them  with  Horfes,  not  with  Oxen,  fo 
as  to  keep  Pace  with  the  Army.  Thefe 
were  planted  againft  the  Walls  of  a 
Town,  with  great  Eafe  and  Speed ;  the 
Space  between  the  Shots  was  fo  little,  . 
and  the  Ball  was  impell'd  with  fuch 
Force,  that  ^s    much  was  done  in  few 

Hours, 
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Hours,  as  formerly  in  the  like  Number 
of  Days.  Thefe,  rather  Diabolical  than 
Human  Inftruments,  were  ufed,  not  only 
in  Sieges,  but  alfo  in  the  Field,  and 
were  mixed  with  others  of  a  fmallcr  Size. 
This  Artillery  rendered  Charles's  Army, 
already  formidable  for  the  Number  and 
Valour  of  its  Troops,  dreadful  to  all 
Italy. 

The  Gens  d  Armes  *  were  almoft  all 
Subjects  of  France^  and  not  of  the  mean 
fort,  but  Gentlemen,  and  were  not  in- 
lifted  or  difmiifed,  nor  paid  by  any  Com- 
manding Officer,  but  by  the  Miniftry: 
Their  Companies  were  compleat  ^  them- 
felves,  their  Arms,  and  their  Horfes,  all 
in  good  Order  5  to  eifedt  which  their  In- 
come was  fufficient.  They  ferved  chear-t 
fully,  and  with  Emulation  -,  infpired  not 
only  by  their  Birth,  but  alfo  through 
a  natural  and  laudable  Motive  of  be- 
ing promoted,  till  their  Merit  by  De- 
grees, procured  them  the  Command  of 
a  Company. 

The 

*  The  Hiftorian  fometimes  calls  th^  Lances  Gen 
4*    Arme4. 
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The  Officers  of    the    Lanees,    who(;^,l^j2^ 
were  all  Barons,  Nobles,  or  at  leaft  Gen-  \ 

tlemen,  were  alfo  moftly  Subjedts  of 
France,  and  had  the  fame  Incitement  to 
Glory.  When  any  one  of  them  was  at 
the  Head  of  a  Hundred  Lances,  (no 
Captain  being  allowed  to  command  above 
that  Number)  he  was  at  the  Height  of 
his  Wifhes,  and  all  he  had  then  to  do, 
was  to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
merit  his  Prince's  Approbation :  He  lay 
under  no  Temptation  to  go  into  other 
Services,  either  to  gratify  Ambidon  or 
Avarice,  and  was  free  from  all  Difgufl 
or  Rancour,  which  commonly  affed: 
thofe  who  think  their  Deferts  are  not 
fufficiendy   rewarded. 

T  H  E  Italian  Men  at  Arms  were  quite 
the  Reverfe :  Their  Men  being  a 
Mixture  of  Peafants,  People  in  low  Life, 
and  Subjeds  of  different  Potentates ; 
were  intirely  dependant  on  their  Officers, 
with  whom  they  agreed  for  a  Salary, 
and  in  whofe  Power  it  was  to  retain  or 
difmifs     them,  and   generally  were  Per- 

fons 
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^'  ^-   fons  that  had  neither  natural  nor  acquir'd 
^^^i^^^Parts  to  enable  them  to  ad:  gallantly. 

Their  Officers  were  feldom  Sub- 
jedts  of  the  Prince  they  ferved,  but  had 
often  a  different  Intereft,  and  feparate 
Views,  were  full  of  Piques  and  Jea- 
loufies  ',  their  Service  not  commonly 
limited  to  a  certain  Time,  and  being  in- 
tirely  Mailers  of  their  own  Companies, 
they  feldom  kept  them  compleat, 
but  defrauded  their  Mailers  of  their 
Money:  They  were  not  fatisiied  with 
what  was  juil,  but  took  all  Occafions  to 
impofe  upon  them  by  exorbitant  Ac- 
counts :  They  were  never  long  fettled  ; 
when  tir*d  with  one  Service  they  paiTed 
into  another,  and  tempted  by  Ambition 
or  Avarice,  were  often  treacherous. 

Nor  was  their  lefs  Difference  be- 
tween the  French  and  Italia?:  Infantry : 
For  thefe  were  not  ufed  to  iight  in 
Squadrons,  but  being  difperfed  in  the 
open  Country,  on  any  Danger  of  an 
Attack,  they  commonly  retired  to  the 
Banks  of  Rivers,  and  behind  Ditches. 

But 
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But  the  Swifs^  a  warlike  Nation, 
who  by  long  Experience,  and  by  gain^ 
ing  many  Battles  have  renewed  the  an- 
tient  Valour,  range  themfelves  in  Lines 
at  proper  Diflances  from  one  another, 
and,  without  breaking  them,  appear  be- 
fore the  Enemy  like  an  impregnable 
Wall,  whenever  there  is  Room  enough 
to  prefent  themfelves  before  them  with 
their  extended  Squadrons.  The  French 
and  Gafcons  obferve  the  fame  Difcipline, 
tho'  not  equal  in  Bravery  to  the  Swifs, 

Whilst  the  King  lay  fick  zt  AJiiy 
frefh  Difturbances  arofe  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Rome,  For  tho*  Alfojifo  had 
yielded  to  all  the  immoderate  Demands 
of  the  Colonnefe  5  yet  no  fooner  had  ObigJii 
entered  Romagna^  than  Projpero  and 
Fabritio  pulled  of  the  Mafk,  declared 
themfelves  Soldiers  of  the  King  of  France^ 
and,  after  corrupting  fome  of  the  Garri- 
{bn,^,got  PofTeffion  of  the  Citadel  of 
OJlia, 

The  Pope  took  this  Opportunity  to 

complain 
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^'  ^-  complain  to  moil:  of  the  Chriflian  Poten# 
{^^,r>^yj  tates,  efpecially  to  the  King  of  Spai??,  and 
Senate  of  Fe/iice;  but  thefe  lalt  refufed 
him  even  the  Succours  they  had  ilipulated 
to  fend  the  preceeding  Year:  He  cited 
Profpero  and  Fabritio  to  come  to  Rome ; 
and  on  their  Refufal,  ordered  their  Pa- 
laces to  be  razed  ;  then,  joining  his 
Troops  with  thofe  Alfonfo  had  under 
Virginio  at  the  l^everone  near  I'ivoliy 
he  ordered  them  to  invade  the  Territories 
of  the  Colonnefe^  v^ho  had  not  above  Tw^o 
Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and  a  Thoufand 
Foot.  And  on  a  Report  of  the  French 
Fleet's  failing  from.  Genoa  in  order  to 
fuccour  OJiia^  he  and  Alfonjo  fent  all 
the  Forces  they  could  muiler,  to  befiege 
Nettuno,  and  prevent  the  Fleet  flielter- 
ing  in  that  Harbour. 

But  the  Garrifon  made  a  brave  De- 
fence, and  gave  Time  to  Camillo  Vitellij 
of  Citia  di  Cajlelloy  who,  with  his  Bro- 
thers, had  lately  entered  into  the  French 
Service,  to  come  to  their  AfTiilance  ; 
which  put  die  Pope  under  a  NeceiTity  of 
recalling  Part  of  his  Troops  out  of  Ro- 

magtia 
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f?iagna, "where  FerJina?2clo's  Affairs  did  not  ■^-  ^• 
jfeem  to  be  in  fo  happy  a  Situation  as  at  {^y^^^^-^ 
the  Beginning. 

On  the  Duke  of  Calabria s  arrival  at 
Imola,  the  Enemy,  that  was  encamped 
at  Villa  Franca^  finding  they  were  infe- 
rior to  the  Arragonians  y  moved  from 
thence,  and  placed  themfelves  between 
the  Wood  of  Ltiga  and  Columbara^  near 
the  Fojfato  of  Genivolo^  which  is  by  Na- 
ture a  flrong  Situation,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Fet^rara^  from  whofe  Country 
they  were  fupplied  with  Provilions, 

Ferdinand o,  judging  it  too  ha- 
s^ardous  to  attack  them  in  that  Encamp- 
tnent,  went  to  'Tofcanello,  near  Caftello 
Ban  Pi'^ro,  in  the  Bolog?iefey  in  Hopes  of 
drawing  them  out  of  their  Entrench- 
ment, by  making  them  think  he  was 
gone  for  Bolog?2a  -,  but  inflead  of  follow- 
ing them,  they  went  towards  Imola,  and 
encamped  on  the  River  Sa?iterno,  be- 
tween Lugo  and  St.  Agata^  with  the  F6 
in  their  Rear,  which  rendered  the  En- 
campment very  ftrongi 

L  Ferdi- 
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Ferdinando  came  the  next  Day 
to  Mordano  and  Bubano,  within  Six  Miles 
of  their  Camp  ^  and  the  Day  following, 
he  approached  within  One  Mile  of  them, 
in  Order  of  Battle  ;  but  after  waiting 
fome  Hours  in  a  wide  Plain,  very  proper 
for  an  Engagement,  and  finding  the 
Enemy  would  not  accept  of  the  Chal- 
lenge, he  did  not  venture  to  attack  them, 
and  marched  to  Barbiano^  a  Village  of 
Cottignola,  that  flanked  the  Enemy,  who 
were  more  indebted  for  their  Safety  to 
their  Entrenchments,  than  to  the  Valour 
of  their  Arms. 

Hitherto,  the  Duke  of  Calabria 
feemed  to  have  the  Advantage :  For  the 
Enemy  had  refufed  to  fight,  and  in  fome 
Skirmiflies  the  Arragcnians  had  rather 
the  Superiority ;  but  the  French  and  the 
Sfcrzejk  Army  encreafing  daily  by  the 
Arrival  of  the  Stragglers,  who  had  lagged 
behind,  the  Face  of  Affairs  was  altered, 
and  the  Duke's  Ardour  was  reftrained  by 
his  Governors,  who  would  not  permit 
him  to  fight  widi  fo  much  Difadvantage  ; 

So 
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So  he  retired  to  St.  Agata^  in  the  Ferfa-    ^-  ^' 
refe,  and  entrenched  himfelf,  for  his  Foot  O'-^^vJ 
diminifhed ;  and  by  the  Detachment  the 
Pope  had  made,    his  whole  Army  was 
much  leflened.      But   on    hearing    that 
Two  Hundred  Lances,  and  a  Thoufand 
Swtfs  (who  had  been  fent  by  the  King, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  Afti)  were  on  the 
Road,    and  ready  to  join  the  Army,    he 
decamped,    and  fortified  himfelf  in  the 
Cir€a  of  Faenza^  which  lies  between  the 
Walls   of  the  Town,   and  a  wide  Ditch 
about  a  Mile  diflant,  which  almoft  fur-       / 
rounds  the  Circa ^  and  makes  that  Situa- 
ation  very  ftrong.      He   was  no  fooner 
retired  from  St.  Agata^    than  the  Enemy 
came,-  and  encamped  on  the  fame   Spot 
the  Arragonians  had  quitted. 

Both  Armies  in  their  turn  fhewed 
Refolution ;  but  this  was  when  one 
thought  the  other  inferior;  but  now 
their  Forces  were  near  equal,  neither 
cared  to  engage;  fo  that,  what  rarely 
happens,  the  fame  Condud:  pleafed  both 
Sides :  The  French  thought  they  had 
gained  their  Ends,  if  they  prevented  the 
L  2  Neapli" 


[494- 
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^'  -0-  Neapolitans^  from  advancing  into  Loni-' 
'  sbardy-y  and  Alfonjo  thought  it  no  fmall 
Advantage,  if  he  retarded  the  French  all 
the  Winter  from  entering  his  Kingdom ; 
and  therefore  gave  pofitive  Orders  to  his 
Son,  Giovanni  Jacopo  Trivulzi^  and 
Count  Pittigla?io^  not  to  truft  to  Fortune 
the  Fate  of  Naples^  nor  in  any  cafe  to 
give  Batdc,  without  a  moral  Certainty  of 
Succefs,  for  if  that  Army  fhould  be  de- 
feated, the  Kingdom  would  be  irrepara- 
bly loft. 

But  all  Alfonfos  Precaution  could 
not  fecure  him ;  for  Charles  s  fiery  Tem- 
per was  not  to  be  reftrained  by  Seafons 
or  Difficulties.  As  foon  as  his  Strength 
permitted,  he  marched  his  Army,  and 
came  to  Pavia,  and  lodged  in  the  Caftle 
where  Giova?ini,  Duke  of  Milan,  lay 
dangeroufly  ill.  The  King  made  him  a 
friendly  Vifit :  Gakazzo  was  his  Coufin- 
german,  they  being  the  Sons  of  two 
Sifters,  Daughters  of  Lewis  the  Second, 
Duke  of  Savoy, 

A  s  Lodovico  was  prcfcnt,  the  Conver- 

fation 
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fation  was  general :  Charles  exprefled  his  ^-  ^• 
Sorrow  for  his  bad  State  of  Health,  and  (^^--y-^^ 
wiilied  him  a  fpeedy  Recovery  ;  but 
every  one  perceived  the  inward  Com- 
paffion  his  Majefly  and  his  Attendants 
had  for  him^  and  they  imagined,  that 
he  fufped:ed  as  well  as  they,  that  Gak^ 
azzo  would  foon  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  Lodo-^ 
*vicos  Ambition  3  and  they  were  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  Notion,  when  Ifabelldy 
the  Duke's  Wife,  anxious  not  only  for 
her  Hufband,  but  alfo  for  her  Infant 
Son,  and  for  her  Father's  Kingdom, 
threw  herfelf  at  the  King's  Feet,  and 
with  a  Flood  of  Tears  begged,  he  would 
have  Compailion  on  her  Father  and  Fa- 
mily. Charles  was  moved  with  her 
Youth  and  Beauty,  but  anfwered,  That 
as  Things  were  gone  fo  far,  he  was 
obliged  in  Honour  to  proceed.  Nor, 
indeed,  was  it  to  be  expected,  that  fo 
grand  an  Expedition  fliould  be  inter-- 
rupted  in  Compafiion  to  a  Lady  in 
Diftrefs, 

From  Pavia,  the  King  went  to  Pia^ 

ccnza,    where  he  received  the  Newa  of 

L  3  Giovanni 
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Giovanni  Gakazzo's  Death.  Lodovico, 
who  had  accompanied  him  thither,  re- 
turned immediately  to  Milan,  and  af- 
fembled  the  Ducal  Council,  when  the 
leading  Men,  at  his  Inftigation,  afTerted, 
that  in  fuch  perilous  Times,  it  would  be 
very  improper,  that  the  Son  of  Ga/eazzoy 
who  was  but  Five  Years  old,  fhould  fuc- 
ceed  his  Father:  That  it  was  requifitc 
to  have  a  Duke  of  confummate  Wifdom, 
and  great  Authority ;  and  therefore  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  public  Safety  to  difpenfe 
with  the  Difpofition  of  the  Law;  and 
the  Laws  themfelves  did  permit,  nay 
oblige  Lodovico  to  agree ,  that  for  the 
univerfal  Benefit,  the  Ducal  Dignity, 
which  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  Aifairs 
could  be  only  a  Burden,  fhould  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  him. 

LoDOvico  at  firft  made  fome  faint 
Refiftance ;  but  Honefly  foon  gave  way  tq 
Ambition,  and  the  next  Morning  he 
afTumed  the  Titles  and  Enfigns  of  the 
Pukes  of  Milan  3  but  in  a  formal  Man-r 
f^cr  declared  t©  thofe  about  him,  he 
d'<^  t'lOt  take  the  Government  upon  hiii^i 
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as  a  Gift  of  the  People,    but  as  his  own  ^-  ^• 
Right,  by  Virtue  of    the  Inveftiture  he 
had  received  from  the  King  of  the  Ro- 
tnans. 

Care  was  taken  to  give  out,  that 
the  Death  of  Galeazzo,  had  proceeded 
from  an  immoderate  Ufe  of  the  matri-» 
monial  Bed :  It  was  however  univerfally 
believed,  that  neither  Infirmity,  nor  In^ 
temperance,  but  Poifon  was  the  Caufe. 
And  Theodore  of  Pavia^  one  of  the  Royal 
Phyficians,  who  was  prefent  when  the 
King  made  the  Vilit,  affirmed,  that  he 
had  obferved  manifefl  Symptoms  of  Poi- 
fon :  And  if  that  was  the  Cafe,  no  one 
doubted,  but  Lodo'-jico  was  the  Author ; 
who,  not  content  with  the  fole  Autho^ 
rity  of  governing,  was  ambitious  in  pro- 
curing Titles  and  Dominions  for  himfelf, 
and  fecuring  the  Succeffion  to  his  Chil- 
dren ;  which  could  not  be  compalfed 
without  the  Death  of  the  legitimate 
Prince. 

I N  perpetrating  this  Cruelty,  he  mull 
bave  aded  in  contradiction  to  his  Tern- 
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per,  which  was  naturally  compairion- 
ate ;  nor  was  it  known  he  ever  had 
delighted  in  Blood.  It  was  the  com- 
mon Opinion,  that  he  had  meditated 
this  horrid  Deed  from  the  Time  he  in- 
vited the  French  into  Italy ;  being  per- 
iuaded,  that  whilft  the  King  was  with 
fuch  a  numerous  Army  in  the  State  of 
Milatiy  none  would  venture  to  revenge 
their  Prince's  untimely  End. 

Others  thought  it  a  fudden  Refo- 
]ution,  for  fear  the  King,  (as  the  French 
are  quick  in  their  Counfels)  fhould  at 
once  free  Giovanni  Galeazzo  from  the 
Subjeddon  to  his  Uncle,  and  give 
him  the  Command,  moved  by  Confan- 
guinity  or  Compaffion,  or  thinking  it 
was  more  his  Intereft  that  the  Duke- 
dom fhould  be  governed  by  his  Coufin  ; 
f  fpecially  as  Lodovicos  Fidelity  was  much 
fufpeded  by  the  French.  But  Lodovicos, 
procuring  the  Year  before  the  Invefti- 
ture,  and  earneflly  folliciting  for  the  Im- 
perial Privileges,  argues  rather  a  preme- 
ditated Defign,  than  any  fudden  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  his  prefent  Danger. 

Charles 
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A.    D. 

Charles  ftaid  fome  Days  at  P^^-rl^^ii) 
cenza,  not  without  fome  Thoughts  of  re- 
pairing the  Mountains :  The  want  of 
Money,  and  the  Backwardnefs  of  the 
Italians  in  joining  him,  made  him  doubt- 
ful of  Succefs,  to  which  his  Sufpicion 
pf  the  new  Duke  did  not  a  Httle  con- 
tribute ',  fearing,  that  notwithftanding  all 
his  Promifes,  he  wonld  not  return. 
Nor  was  it  unUkely,  as  the  ufe  of 
Poifon  (fo  frequent  in  many  parts 
of  Italy)  was  almoft  i;n known  to  the 
Nations  beyond  tjie  Mountains,  that 
Charles  and  all  his  Court,  beiides  their 
Jealoufy  of  Lodovico^  Infidelity,  could 
not  hear  his  Name  mentioned  without 
Horror,  and  that  tl^e  King  thought  him- 
felf  very  much  injured,  that  he  fhould 
have  made  ufe  of  his  Arrival,  as  a  Pro- 
tedion  to  perpetrate  with  Impunity  fo 
det^flable  a  Murder. 

However,  it  was  at  laft  refolved 
to  proceed ;  Lodovico  continually  preffing, 
and  promifing  to  return  to  the  King  in 
ji  few  Days,  as  he  really  intended :  For 

it 
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^'  ^'  it  did   not   anfwer   his  purpofe,   that  the 
J^^^  French  fhould  remain    in   Lombardy^    or 
return  fuddenly  into   France, 

Lorenzo  and  Giovanni  de  Medici^ 
(who  ftole'  away  from  their  Country 
Houles)  where,  as  was  faid  before,  they 
were  confined,  prefented  themfelves  to 
the  King  the  Day  he  left  Piacenza^ 
defiring  he  would  march  towards  Flo^ 
rence^  where  he  might  be  fure  of  find- 
ing the  People  compliant,  as  well  from 
their  natural  Attachment  to  the  Houfe 
of  France y  as  from  their  Hatred  to  Fiero 
de  Medici  \  againft  whom,  fornewRea- 
fons,  the  King's  Anger  was  very  much 
cncreafed:  For  from  AJli  he  had  fent 
an  AmbafTador  to  the  Florentines^  with 
offers  of  great  Advantages,  if  they  would 
grant  him  a  PafTage  through  their  Do-, 
minions,  and  abftain  from  afliiling  Al- 
fo7ifoy  with  the  Threats  of  his  Venge-. 
ance,  in  cafe  of  a  Refufal. 

In  order  to  gain  Time  he  was  an- 
fwered.  That  the  principal  Citizens  v/cre 
at    their    CQuntry-Hgufcs,    as    ufual  in 

that 
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that  Seafon,  and  therefore  they  could  not  ^-   ^' 
xrome  to  a  Refolution ;    but  that    by  an  v.,..-^^.^ 
AmbaiTador,    whom    they     would  foon 
fend  on  purpofe,  his  Majefty   fliould  be 
acquainted  with  their  Intentions.' 

I N  the  Royal  Council,  the  dire6l  Road 
thro'  "Tufcafiy  into  the  Kingdom  of  Na- 
pies  was  preferred  to  that  thro'  Romagna^ 
and  over  the  River  Fronto  mto  Abruzzo-, 
not  that  they  dreaded  the  Oppolition 
which  would  be  made  by  the  An-a- 
gonians^  who  could  hardly  defend  them- 
felves  againfl  Obigni-,  but  becaufe  it 
feem'd  beneath  the  Greatnefs  of  fo 
mighty  a  King,  and  the  Glory  of  his 
Arms,  that  iince  the  Florentines  and 
the  Pope  had  declared  againfl  him,  he 
fhould  give  Occafion  for  People  to'think 
he   avoided   that   Rout  out  of  Fear. 

I T  was  alfo  thought  dangerous  to 
begin  the  War  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples,  with  two  fuch  powerful  Ene- 
mies behind  them.  The  Way  through 
U^ufcciJiy  was  then  agreed  on  over  the 
^Pennine  of    Parma,  tho'   that  over  the 

Moun^ 


156  THE   HISTORY  OF 

A.  D,  Mountain  of  Bologna  was  the  nearefl:; 
I  This  was  done  to  gratify  Lodovico^  who 
was  bent  on  making  himfclf  Mailer  of 
Pifa^  and  had  prefled  this  Rout  from  their 
firft  fetting  out  from  AJli. 

The  Van  was  condu(fled  by  Gilberto 
Monfignor  di  Monpeiijier^  of  the  Bourbon 
Family,  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Royal  of 
France.  The  King  followed  with  the 
Remainder  of  the  Army,  and  pafled  by 
Foniremoli^  which  belonged  to  the  Duke- 
dom of  Milan^  and  lies  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Appenine^  on  the  River  Magra,  which  di- 
vides the  Country  of  Genoay  antiently 
called  Liguria^  from  Tiijcany. 

From  Pontremoli  Monpenfier  entered 
the  Liinigiana  -,  part  whereof  belongs  to 
the  Florentines^  fome  Caflles  to  the  Genocfcy. 
?ind  the  reft  to  the  MarquifTcs  Mahjpina ; 
who  enjoy  their  little  Dominions,  fome 
under  the  Protedion  of  the  Dukes  of 
Milan^  others  under  that  of  the  Genoeje^ 
or  Florentines.  Here  Monpenjier  was  joined 
by  the  Swijs^  who  were  returned  from 
^he  Defence  of  Genoa  \  and  be  found  at 

Spez\^ 
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fSpezie  the  Artillery    that   was    brought   ^-  ^• 
thither  by  Sea. 

Gabriello  Melaspina,  Marquis 
of  FofdinovO:,  accompanied  Monpenjier  to 
Fivizano^  which  he  took  by  Aflault  : 
The  Town  was  plundered  ;  and  the 
Garrifon,  with  many  of  the  Inhabitants, 
were  put  to  the  Sword. 

This  manner  of  fighting  was  quite 
new  to  the  Italians,  and  filled  them  with 
Amazement  and  Terror :  They  had  been 
long  accuilomed  to  fee  their  Wars  carried 
on  with  Pomp  and  Magnificence  ;  which 
gave  their  Armies  rather  an  Appearance 
of  Grandeur,  than  of  Terror  and  Dan- 
ger. 

The  Florentines  had  refolved  to  make 
their  principal  Refiftance  in  Sarxana,  a 
fmall  City  well  fortified,  but  not  provided 
fufiiciently  againfi:  fo  powerful  an  Enemy 
as  was  necellary :  Neither  had  they  placed 
there  a  Commander  of  Note,  or  provided 
a  fufticient  Garrifon  ;  and  that  was  al- 
ready  greatly    difcouraged  and  alarmed 

at 
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at  the  Approach  of  io  powerful  an  Army  5 
Yet  it  was  thought  the  Town  would  not 
be  eafily  taken,  efpecially  the  Citadel ; 
nor  Sarzajiel/o,  a  Fort  Well  fupplied,  and 
fituated  on  the  Mountain  of  Sarzana : 
For  the  Army  could  not  flay  long  in  that 
defolate  Country,  pent  up  between  the 
Sea  and  the  Mountains,  they  had  litde 
Proviiions,  and  the  Places  were  diftant 
from  whence  they  might  be  timely  pro- 
cured. 

This  had  an  Appearance  of  diftreffing 
the  King's  Affairs  :  For  tho'  he  might 
leave  Sarzana  behind,  and  affault  Pija^ 
or  go  to  Liicca^  where  the  Government^ 
by  the  Duke  of  Milan  s  Interelt,  had 
privately  agreed  to  receive  him :  Yet 
Charles  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts  of 
leaving  behind  him  the  firft  fortified  ToWn 
that  oppofed  him  :  He  thought  his  Repu- 
tation would  be  fo  much  diminifhed,  as  to 
encourage  a  Refiftance  wherever  he  came. 
But  by  good  Fortune,  or  by  the  Dired:ion 
of  Divine  Providence  (if  the  Imprudence 
and  Faults  of  Men  deferve  fuch  Excufes) 
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ii  fudden  unexpeded  Accident  made  the    ^-  ^• 
King  eafy  on  that  Score.  \— ^v^ 

PiERo  DE  Medici  had  no  more 
Fortitude  in  Adverfity,  than  Moderation 
in  Prolperity.  The  Florentines  were  every 
Day  more  and  more  apprehenfive  of  the 
Mifchiefs  arifing  from  their  Refufal  to 
comply  with  the  King.  A  frefli  Edid: 
had  been  iffued,  commanding  all  their 
Merchants  to  quit  his  Kingdom  :  And  it 
is  incredible  what  Numbers  had  joined 
the  French  as  foon  as  they  began  tq  pafs 
the  Appennine.  This,  together  with  tlie 
Maffacre  at  Fiviza?io^  occafioned  an  Open 
Murmur  againfl  Piero  de  Medici-,  who 
trufhing  more  to  himfelf  and  the  Counfels 
of  rafh  Minifters  (bold  in  Time  of  Peace, 
but  dejeded  and  ufelefs  in  Time  of 
Danger)  than  to  trufty,  experienced 
Citizens,  ever  Friends  to  his  Family,  had 
without  any  Neceffity  drawn  upon  them 
the  Arms  of  a  powerful  King,  become 
more  fo  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Duke  of 
Milan. 

T  Ji  E  Y  had  the  greater  Reafon  to  be 
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alarmed,  becaufe  Piero  was  quite  ignorant 
of  military  Affairs ;  their  Capital  and 
State  not  fortified ;  and  fo  unprovided  with 
Soldiers  and  Ammunition,  that  they  were 
in  no  Condition  to  defend  themfelves 
againfl  fo  formidable  an  Enemy.  Nor 
did  it  appear  that  any  of  tlie  Arragomansi 
for  whom  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to 
ib  much  Danger,  were  engaged,  except 
the  Duke  of  Calabria  againfl  a  fmall 
Body  of  French  in  Romagna :  That 
in  confequence,  their  abandoned  City 
was  left  expofed  to  the  Rage  and 
Vengeance  of  a  Prince,  who  had  taken 
fo  much  Pains  not  to  be  under  a  Neceffity 
of  doing  them  hurti 

Many  noble  Citizens,  who  difliked 
the  prefent  Government,  and  could  not 
bear  that  one  Family  fliould  aflume  the 
fole  Direcflion  of  Affairs,  took  Advantage 
from  thefe  Circumftances  to  inflame  the 
Minds  of  thofe  who  were  already  ill- 
difpofed  j  and  by  encrcafing  the  Fears  of 
the  Timorous,  and  encouraging  thofef 
who  were  fond  of  Alterations,  they 
exafperated  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 

it 
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it    was   expeded  the   City   would   foon  ^-  -^• 
r^         ^  1494 

revolt.  0^v>J 

t^  I  E  R  o*s  ill  Condudt  contributed  to 
this  Difcontent  -,  for  he  did  not  treat  the 
Citizens  with  that  Mildnefs  and  good 
Manners  fo  peculiar  to  his  Anceflors  j 
and  was  on  that  account,  from  his  Youth, 
become  odious  in  general  to  the  People. 
Lorenzo,  his  Father,  who  had  ftudied 
his  Temper,  was  often  known  to  have 
complained  to  his  Confidents,  that  he 
forefaw  the  Imprudence  and  Arrogance  of 
his  Son,  would  occafion  the  Ruin  of  his 
Family. 

PiERo,  terrified  at  the  Danger  he 
had  fo  raflily  defpifed,  and  finding  he 
could  have  no  Affifhance  from  the  Pope 
and  Alfonfo,  who  were  grieved  for  the 
Lofs  of  OJlia,  and  whofe  Thoughts  were 
employed  on  the  Siege  of  NettunOy  and 
in  providing  againft  the  French,  took  a 
fudden  Refolution  to  feek  amongft  his 
Enemies  that  Safety,  he  feared  was  not 
to  be  found  amongft  his  Friends. 

M  He 
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He  had  indeed  his  Father\s  Example 
before  him ;  who  in  the  Year  1479, 
being  reduced  to  great  Straits,  in  the 
War  he  was  engaged  in  with  Pope  Sixtus 
and  Ferdina7idoy  went  to  Naples^  and 
brought  back  Peace  to  his  Country,  and 
Safety  to  himfelf. 

But  it  is  dangerous  to  follow  Ex- 
amples, if  they  do  net  correfpond  in  the 
moft  material  Circumftances  with  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  our  Affairs;  are  not  con- 
ducted with  equal  Judgment,  or  at- 
tended with  the  like  Profped  of  Succefs. 

PiERo  having  left  Florence^  had 
immediate  Notice,  that  the  Horfe  of 
Paolo  Orfini^  and  Three  Hundred  Foot, 
fent  to  reinforce  the  Garrifon  of  SarzanUy 
had  been  intirely  routed  by  a  Party  of  the 
French^  who  had  pafTed  the  Magra^  and 
the  greater  Part  of  them  killed  or  taken 
Prifoners.  'Till  he  could  procure  a  Pafs, 
he  flopped  at  Pletra  Santa ^  whither 
the  Bifliop  of  St.  Malo^  and  other  Cour- 
tiers refortcd,  and  conducted  him   to   the 

King, 
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king,  who  that  Day  had  joined  his  Van,    ^-  ^• 
and  lay  with   his    whole  Army    before  (_^,^>^^^>j 
Barzanelloy  with  little  Hopes  of  taking  it. 

P I E  R  o,  who  knew  the  King's  Heart 
was  not  fo  favourable  towards  him  as 
the  Appearance  of  his  Countenance, 
foon  found  Means  to  mitigate  his  Indig- 
nation, and  make  ample  amends  for  his 
former  Condud:,  by  fubmitting  at  once 
to  all  his  unreafonable  Demands :  He 
agreed  that  Sarzana,  Sarzanello^  and 
Pietra  Santa^  which  were  the  Keys  of 
the  Florentine  Dominions,  with  the 
Citadels  of  Pifa  and  LivornOy  Places 
of  great  Importance  to  the  State,  ihould 
be  delivered  to  the  King,  who  iigned  an 
Agreement  to  rellore  them,  when  he 
fhould  be  poffeffed  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples. 

PiERo  moreover  engaged,  that  the 
Plorentines  fliould  lend  the  King  Two 
Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats  ;  after  which, 
they  were  to  be  admitted  into  his  Con- 
federacy, and  be  under  his  Protection; 
what  related  to  the  Money,  was  to  be 
M  2  ratify 'd 
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•^-  ^-  ratified  at  Florence  when  Charles  cam€ 
^^^iT^o  thither.  But  Sarza?ia^  Sarzanello,  and 
Pietra  Santa  were  immediately  put  into 
his  Hands,  as  were  a  few  Days  after  the 
Citadels  of  Fifa  and  Livorno^  The 
French  thernfelves  were  amazed  at  F'iero\ 
Compliance ;  for  they  would  have  been 
contented  with  eafier  Terms,  had  he 
fhewn-  the  leaft  Refolution. 

I T  may  not  be  improper  to  relate  here, 
how  Piero  told  LodovicOy  who  arrived  the 
next  Day,  that  he  had  been  out  to  meet 
him,  but  unfortunately  miffed  him,  be- 
caufe,  as  he  fuppofed,  he  had  taken  a 
wrong  Road :  Lodovico  anfwercd  faceti- 
oufly,  it  is  certain  that  one  of  us 
miftook,  but  I  believe  it  was  you,  alluding 
to  his  negledting  the  Counfels  of  his  good 
Friends :  But  we  fhall  find  in  the  Sequel, 
that  Lodovico  was  mofl  in  the  wrong, 
and  as  he  was  in  a  higher  Station,  and 
pretended  to  diredt  others  in  political  Af- 
fairs, his  Error  was  attended  with  grea- 
ter Misfortunes  and  Infamy. 

PiERo's  Compliance  not  only  fecured 

'Tujcany 
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I'ufcany  to  the  King,  but  alfo  removed 
:all  Obflacles  in  Romagna^  where  the 
Arragonians  were  already  declining  : 
For  as  it  is  difficult  for  thofe,  who  can 
hardly  defend  themfelves,  to  provide  for 
the  Security  of  others,  fo  Alfonfo  being 
left  unfapported,  was  not  able  to  refifl  fo 
great  a  Force. 

Ferdinando  thought  himfelf  fe- 
cure  in  the  ftrong  Lines  of  the  Cerca  of 
Facnza^  where  he  had  retired  with  his 
Army,  which  was  furrounded,  as  before 
obferved,  by  a  deep  Ditch.  The  Ene- 
my, not  willing  to  attack  them  at  fo 
great  a  Difad vantage,  returned  towards 
Imola^  and  tried  in  vain  to  pollefs  them- 
felves of  the  Caftle  of  Biiba?io ;  but  as  it 
-was  of  a  fmall  Circumference,  the  few 
in  Garrifon  were  fufficient  to  defend  it : 
So  retiring  from  thence,  they  advanced 
to  Mordam,  which  was  a  ftrong  and 
wxll  provided  Fortrefs,  and  lying  low, 
the  Country  about  it  was  over-flowed. 
But  the.  violent  Force  of  the  Artillery, 
and  the  Bravery  of  the  French  in  the 
Attack  was^fuch,  that  without  being  dif- 
M  3  may'd 
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may*d  at  the  Sight  of  many  of  their  Com* 
panions,  who  were  drowned  in  paffing 
the  Ditches,  they  took  it  by  Aflault, 
and  exercifed  fo  much  Cruelty  in  put- 
ting to  Death  both  Women  and  Child- 
ren, that  they  filled  all  Komagna  with 
Jlorror.  Caterina  Sforza  w^as  fo  alarmed? 
that  defpairing  of  Succours,  and  to  avoid 
the  prefent  Danger,  fhe  capitulated  with 
the  French,  promifing  them  all  Conve- 
niencies  in  the  States  belonging  to  her 
Son, 

Wherefore  Ferdinando,  fufpedling 
the  Faith  of  the  Faventinesy  and  thinking 
it  very  dangerous  to  remain  between 
Imola  and  Forli,  cipecially  as  he  was  ap-r 
prifed  of  Pieros  Journey  to  Sarzanay 
retired  to  the  Walls  of  Cefena,  fhewing 
great  Marks  of  Fear  in  his  March  :  For 
to  avoid  paffing  by  Forli,  he  condudled 
the  Army  a  round  about  Way  over  Hills, 
by  Cajlro  Caro,  a  Fort  of  the  Floren- 
tin£s,  A  few  Days  after  the  News 
came  that  Piero  had  made  a  Treaty 
with  the  French,  on  which  the  Troops  of 
Ifhat  Republic      immediately    withdrew, 

^nd 
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and     Ferdinando      direded     his    March  -^-  ^* 

1494. 
towards  Rome,  C>'-V>J 

At  the  fame  Time  Don  Federigo^ 
leaving  LivornOy  retired  with  the  Fleet 
towards  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  where 
Alfonjo  began  to  find  it  very  neceffary,  for 
the  Defence  of  his  own  Kingdom,  to 
recall  thofe  Forces  he  had  fent  with  fuch 
great  Hopes  to  attack  other  Princes  Do- 
minions:  But  his  Aifairs  began  to  take 
as  bad  a  Turn  nearer  Homes  for  he 
mifcarried  in  his  Enterprize  at  NeffunOy 
and  had  brought  his  Army  to  T'erracina^ 
at  the  fame  Time  that  the  French  Fleet, 
commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Salerno^ 
and  Moniignor  Serenon  appeared  before 
Oftia :  But  they  gave  out  they  had  no 
Orders  to  attack  the  Pope's  Territories, 
and  therefore  landed  no  Men,  notwith- 
(landing  that  Ckarles  a  few  Days  before 
had  refufed  to  admit  to  his  Audience 
Cardinal  FiQColuomini  fent  to  him  as  Legate. 

When    the    News   of  Pieros   Con- 

ceflions  to  the  French  arrived  in  Florence^ 

every  Breaft  was  fired  with  Indignation  to 

M  4  fee 
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fee  the  Power  of  the  Republic  fo  diml- 
nifhed,  and  its  Reputation  expofed  by 
the  unparallel'd  Infolence  of  a  fingle 
Man,  who,  without  the  Decree  and  Au- 
thority of  the  Magiflrate,  had  alienated 
fuch  valuable  Poflelllons  of  the  Flo" 
7'e?iti?ie  Dominions.  Nothing  but  Com- 
plaints and  Murmurs  were  heard  from  the 
Citizens,  who  feemed  refolved  to  run 
any  Rifk  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Li- 
berty ',  whilft  Pierd^  Adherents,  flruck 
with  Terror,  did  not  fo  much  as  dare  to 
offer  any  Thing  in  his  Defence. 

The  Republic  was  not  able  to  defend 
Pifa  and  Livorfio ;  nor  had  they  the  leaft 
Profpedt  of  perfuading  the  King  to  make 
any  Alterations  in  the  Treaty :  Yet  to  fcr 
parate  the  Counfels  of  the  Government 
from  thofe  of  Piero^  they  immediately 
fent  Ambafladors  to  his  Majefly,  chufing 
the  moft  difaffedled  to  the  Grandeur 
of  the  Medici,  Piero  being  informed 
of  what  pafTed  in  Florence^  and  alfo 
apprehenfive  of  fome  fudden  Revo- 
Jution,     took  leave  of  the  King,    un-r, 
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der  a   Pretence  of  feeing  executed  what  '^'   ■^• 

1494. 


he  had  agreed  to. 


A  T  the  fame  Time,  that  Charles  moved 
from  Sa?'zana  towards  Pija,  Lodo- 
1)1  CO  returned  to  Milan,  having  firft,  with 
a  Sum  of  Money,  obtained  the  Invefliture 
of  Genoa  for  himfelf  and  Defcendants, 
tho'  it  had  been  lately  granted  to  Giovanni 
Galeazzo  and  his  Heirs  :  Notwithilianding 
which,  he  departed  diflatisiied,  becaufe 
the  King  hadrefufed,  contrary  to  his  for- 
mer Promife,  to  let  him  put  a  Garrifon 
of  his  own  in  Fietra  Santa  and  Sarzafia^ 
which  he  pretended  belonged  to  Genoa, 
and  had  been  unjuftly  feized  by  the  Flo- 
rentines  a  few  Years  before  ;  befides,  he 
thought  this  Denial  obilrudled  him  in 
his  fettled  Refolution  of  becoming  Mafter 
ofP/>, 

As  foon  as  Piej-o  amved  at  Florence, 
he  found  the  Minds  of  moft  of  the  Ma- 
giilrates  exafperated  againll  him,  and 
ipven  a  Coidnefs  in  his  bell  Friends; 
^ngry,  no  doubt,  that  he  had  tranfacted 
-  Matters 
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^.  D.    Matters    of    the    utmoft     Confequence 
fl^^^  without  their  Participation. 

The  Citizens,  in  general,  were  highly 
incenfed,  and  the  next  Day,  the  9th  of 
Novembe7\  as  he  was  going  into  the  Palace 
where  the  Supreme  Magiilrate  refided, 
he  was  ordered  by  Jacopo  Nerli,  a  noble 
and  wealthy  Youth,  who  with  fome 
others  of  the  Magiftracy  flood  armed  at 
the  Gates,    not  to  enter. 

This  Report  being  fpread  all  over  the 
Town,  the  Populace  in  an  Inftant  took 
up  Arms,  and  were  the  more  enraged 
upon  hearing,  that,  at  Piero^  Inftance, 
Paolo  Orfini  was  coming  with  his  Men 
at  Arms  to  his  Afliftance, 

P I E  R  o,  finding  he  could  not  get  Ad- 
mittance into  the  Palace,  returned  to  his 
own  Houfe,  where  being  informed  that 
the  Magiftrate  had  declared  him  a  Rebel, 
he  flew  with  Precipitation  to  Bologna^ 
whither  he  was  followed  by  his  two 
Brothers,  Giovanni  the  Cardinal,  and 
Giultano^  who  were  alfo  attainted. 

Gio- 
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Giovanni  Bentivogli,  who 
governed  Bologna^  expelling  to  find  in 
others  that  Conftancy  of  Mind,  which 
he  was  not  afterwards  Mafler  of  himfelf 
in  his  Adverfities,  at  the  Sight  of  PierOy 
reproached  him  bitterly  for  his  Cowar- 
dice ;  upbraiding  him  with  the  bad  Ex- 
ample he  gave  to  others,  who  had  at- 
tained to  the  fupreme  Command  in  their 
Country,  by  retiring  fo  fhamefully,  and 
relinquifliing  fo  much  Power  and  Autho- 
rity, without  ftriking  a  Blow. 

Thus,  thro'  the  Rafhnefs  of  an  in- 
confiderate  Youth,  the  Family  of  the 
Medici  fell  for  the  prefent  from  a  Power 
they  had  exercifed  in  Florence,  almoft  in 
a  Sovereign  Manner,  for  Sixty  Years  fuc- 
ceffively.  A  Power  firft  exercifed  by 
Cofmo,  Pierd^  Great  Grand-Father,  a 
Citizen  of  fingular  Prudence,  and  im- 
menfe  Riches ;  for  which  he  was  re- 
nowned in  all  Parts  of  Europe^  but  more 
fo  for  his  Magniiicence,  Liberality,  and 
Greatnefs  of  Soul :  For  as  he  had  more 
^t  Heart  the  irnmprtalizing   his   Name, 

than 
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^'  ^'  than  providing  for  his  Defcendants,  he 
^^^l^j^  expended  above  Four  Hundred  Thouiand 
Ducats  in  building  Churches,  Monafbries, 
and  other  fumptuous  Edifices,  not  only 
in  his  own  Country,  but  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  World. 

His  Grand-Son  Lorenzo,  a  Man  of 
excellent  Abilities,  and  a  great  Statefman, 
was  not  lefs  generous,  tho*  not  fo  rich ; 
and  had  a  more  abfolute  Power,  tho* 
of  a  fhorter  Duration:  The  Italians,  in 
general,  and  feveral  foreign  Princes,  paid  a 
great  regard  to  the  Wifdom  of  his  Coun- 
fels,  the  want  of  which  more  clearly  ap- 
peared foon  after  his  Death,  for  with 
him  all  Friendfliip  and  Concord  in  Italy 
feemed   to  expire. 

The  fame  Day  the  Change  of  Go- 
vernment was  made  in  Florence,  the  P/- 
fans  affembled  in  a  tumultuous  Manner, 
and  fupported  by  fome  of  the  Courtiers, 
begged  the  King  would  reftore  them  to 
their  Liberty,  which  had  been  ufurped  by 
the  Florentines,  under  whofe  cruel  Treats 

ment, 
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ment,  and  arrogant  Dominion  they  had  ^-  •^• 
1  ^  H94- 

long  groaned.  O^vxj 

The  King,  not  weighing  the  Impor- 
tance of  this  Requeftj  but  following  the 
Advice  of  fome  of  his  Council,  anfwered, 
contrary  to  his  Agreement  at  Sarzana^ 
that  they  fhould  be  redrefTed.  On  which 
the  People  immediately  took  up  Arms, 
pulled  down  all  the  Florentine  Standards, 
and  cried  out,  Liberty  I  The  King  hardly 
knowing  what  he  had  promifed,  ordered 
the  Florentine  Magiflrates  to  remain,  and 
exerciie  their  Fundions,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  gave  the  old  Caflle  to  the  Cuftody 
of  theP//^;?j,  but  kept  for  himfelf  the 
new  Citadel  of  much  more  Importance. 

These  Events  at  Florence  and  Fifa 
confirm  the  Proverb,  ''  That  Men, 
''  when  their  ill  Fate  approaches,  lofe 
*'  that  Prudence  which  would  have 
"  enabled  them  to  furmount  their  Mif- 
"  fortunes."  The  Florentine s^  always 
diftruflful  of  the  Faith  of  the  Fifans^ 
akho*  they  had  reafon  to  exped  this 
Revolution,  did  not    fummon,   as  ufual 

on 
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on  lefs  Occafions,  the  leading  Men  of 
Pifa  to  come  to  Florence ;  nor  did  Fiero 
de  Medici  fortify  the  Market  Place  and 
the  Palace  with  foreign  Guards,  which 
would  have  been  a  great  Check  to  the 
Revolt :  This  Rifing  was  fomented  by  Lo^ 
dovicoy  who  had  carried  on  private  Intel- 
ligence with  fome  banifhed  PifanSy  in 
order  to  bring  it  about :  And  Galeazzo 
San  Severi?20y  his  Minifler,  who  accom- 
panied the  King,  by  inflaming  the  Peo-' 
pie  was  the  principal  Occalion  of  a 
Rebellion,  which  Lodovico  expedled 
would  foon  reduce  that  City  to  his 
Obedience ;  little  thinking,  in  how  Ihort 
a  Time  after,  this  Revolution  would 
prove  the  Occafion  of  all  his   Miferies. 

It  is  likewife  known,  that  fome  of 
the  Pifans  communicating  the  Night 
before  their  Intentions  to  the  Cardinal 
of  San  Piero  in  Vincola^  he,  who,  per- 
haps, never  before  had  been  the  Author 
of  pacific  Counfels,  very  gravely  told 
them,  they  ought  not  to  be  carried  away 
with  a  fuperficial  notion  of  Things,  but 
fhould  maturely  weigh  the  Confequences 

their 
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their  Revolt  might  produce:  He  obferv- 
ed  to  them  that  Liberty  was  precious, 
and  much  to  be  coveted,  nay  at  all  Events 
to  be  procured,  when  there  was  an  Ap- 
pearance of  obtaining  it :  But  that  Pifa^ 
a  City  depopulated  and  poor,  was  not 
in  a  Condition  to  defend  itfelf  againft 
the  fuperior  Force  of  the  Florentines : 
That  it  was  a  very  fallacious  way  of 
reafoning  to  think  the  Authority 
of  the  French  King  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  preferve  them:  For  allowing 
the  Florentine  Money  to  be  lefs  pre- 
vailing than  it  was ;  yet  the  Articles  of 
Sarzana  were  fo  much  in  the  King's 
Favour,  that  he  could  not  continue  to 
aflift  them  for  any  Time :  Befides,  the 
French  were  not  always  to  be  in  Italy^ 
and  if  from  paffed  Events  we  may  con- 
jedure  the  future,  it  would  be  very  im- 
prudent to  hazard  being  expofed  to 
continual  Dangers,  without  a  Profped  of 
continual  Refources  to  oppofe  them,  and 
with  uncertain  Plopes  to  enter  into  a  cer- 
.tain  War,  with  a  more  powerful  Neigh- 
bour, without  being  able  to  promife 
themfelves  a  real    Appearance   of   Suc- 

cefs; 
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^'  D'  cefs  ;  they  mufl  befides  be  obliged  to  de- 
ipend/or  Succours  on  the  Will  of  others, 
who,  upon  many  Accidents  to  which 
human  Affairs  are  Hable,  might  alter 
their  good  Intentions  towards  tliem  : 
And  jfliould  they  even  fuccour  them, 
this  would  not  avert  the  Calamities  of 
a  War,  but  rather  encreafe  them  :  They 
would  be  plundered  both  by  Enemies 
and  Friends ;  for  thefe  laft  would  con- 
fider,  that  they  did  not  fight  for  theif 
own,  but  for  other  People's  Liberty  i 
They  might  be  abfolutely  certain,  that 
as  foon  as  they  were  freed  from  the  Yoke 
of  the  Flore?itines^  they  muft  become 
fubjedt  to  the  Deliverer:  -For  no  Prince 
would  think  them .  of  fufficient  Confc- 
quence  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  a  War 
on  their  Account,  unlefs  from  a 
View  of  reducing  them  to  a  State  of  Vai- 
falage,  and  then  the  Change  in  their 
Situation  would  be  no  more  than  an 
Exchange  of  Mailers.  During  this  Con- 
fulion,  Charles  departed  from  Pifa  to- 
wards Florence^  not  well  determined  in 
himfelf  how  to  ad:  with  the  F  if  mis. 
He  halted  at  ^'igna^    feven  Miles  from 

Florence^ 
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Plorence,  to  give  Time  to  the  Florentines  •^-  ^• 
to  lay  down  the  Anils  they  had  taken  vJl^-*- 
up  on  Pieros  Account,  and  to  Obigni 
to  come  and  join  him,  that  he  might 
enter  Florence  with  greater  Terror:  He 
had  ordered  him  for  the  greater  Expedi- 
tion, to  ledve  behind  the  Artilleiy  at 
Cajiro  Caro,  to  difmifs  the  Five  Hundred 
Italian  Men  at  Arms,  which  were  in 
his  Pay  in  Romagna,  and  alfo  thofe  of 
the  Duke  of  Milan ;  fo  that  of  Sforza\ 
Men,  the  King  was  followed  only  by 
Count  Gajazzoy  and  Three  Hundred 
Light  Horfe. 

By  many  Indications  it  was  conjeci 
tured,  that  the  King's  Intention  was  to 
induce  the  Florentines  through  Fear  to 
yield  him  the  abfolute  Power  of  their 
City;  nor  could  he  fufficiendy  difguife 
this  Defign  to  their  Ambaffadors,  who 
feveral  times  reforted  to  him  at  Signay 
to  fettle  the  manner  of  his  Entry,  and 
to  give  a  finifhing  hand  to  the  Treaty 
in  Agitation. 

Charles    was,    no    doubt,   greatly 
N  irritated 
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irritated  againft  them,  and  refented  the 
Oppofition  made  him,  tho*  it  was  plain 
they  had  no  hand  in  it,  as  was  manifeft 
by  their  Condudt  towards  Piero:  But  his 
Minifters,  as  was  imagined,  thought  it 
would  be  an  Error  in  Politics  to  lofe  the 
Opportunity  of  feizing  on  fo  important 
a  Town  ;  whilft  others,  moved  by  Ava- 
rice, expecting  to  enrich  themfelves  with 
the  Plunder,  fomented  the  King's  In- 
dignation, And  a  Notion  prevailed 
through  the  Army,  that  Charles  was  re- 
folved  to  punifh  them  for  being  the 
firft  in  Italy  who  had  prefumed  to  refift 
him. 

There  were  others  in  his  Council, 
who  perfuaded  him  to  reftore  Piero  de 
Mediciy  particularly  Moniignor  Brefcia, 
Brother  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy\  who 
being  his  particular  Friend,  had  promi- 
fcd  to  fland  by  him  on  all  Occafions. 

The  King,  influenced  by  thefe  Mi- 
nifters,  or  with  a  Defign  of  terrifying  the 
Florentines  into  a  Compliance,  or  with  a 
View  of  having    it    afterwards    in   his 

Power 
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Power  to  favour  Piero^  or  the  Magiftrate,  ^.  ^' 
as  fhould  befl  fuit  his  Intereft,  contrary  tJ^^X^ 
to  the  Advice  of  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Malo^ 
writ  a  Letter  to  Piero,  and  ordered  his 
Friend  Monfignor  Philippo  to  write  him 
another,  inviting  him  to  join  his  Troops 
near  Florence^  where  he  promifed  to  re- 
inftate  him  in  his  former  Power,  in  Con-^ 
fideration  of  his  eafy  Compliance  in  de- 
Hvering  up  the  Forts,  and  of  the  Friend- 
(hip  which  had  fubfifled  betwixt  their 
Fathers. 

The  Letters  did  not  find  him  at  Bo- 
logna  as  was  exped:ed;  for  Piero^  af- 
fronted at  the  rough  Reception  he  had 
met  with  from  Eentivoglio^  and  fearing 
he  might  be  in  danger  from  the  Duke 
of  Milan^  and  perhaps  from  the  King 
of  France  alfo,  if  he  remained  at  that 
Place,  was  unfortunately  gone  to  Venice^ 
where  the  Letters  were  forwarded  by  the 
Cardinal  his  Brother,  who  ftaid  at  Bologna, 

I N  Florence  they  were  very  jealous  of 

what  might  be  the  King's  Intentions  -,  but 

as  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make  an 

N  2  Oppofition> 
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Oppofition,  it  was  thought  advifable,  as 
lefs  dangerouSjto  admit  him  into  the  Town, 
hoping  by  fome  means  or  other  to  ap- 
peafe  him.  Neverthelefs,  to  be  prepared 
againft  all  Events,  they  ordered  many  of 
the  Citizens  to  fill  their  Houfes  privately 
with  Country  People,  and  diflembling 
the  Reafon,  commanded  fevcral  Officers 
in  their  Pay  to  enter  the  Town  with 
Soldiers,  and  all  their  Subje^fts,  both  in 
Town  and  Country,  to  be  alert  and  ready 
to  take  up  Arms,  at  the  Toll  of  the 
great  Bell  of  the  Palace. 

The  King  made  his  Entry  in  great 
Pomp  at  the  Head  of  his  Army,  on 
Horfeback ;  the  French  and  the  Florentines 
vying  with  each  other  in  Magnificence. 
His  Majefly  appeared  like  a  Conqueror, 
with  his  eredcd  Lance  refling  on  his 
Thigh.  A  Treaty  was  entered  upon 
immediately,  but  was  attended  with  feem- 
ingly  infuperable  Difficulties  :  For  befides 
the  immoderate  Regard  profefled  by  many 
of  the  King's  Followers  to  the  Name  of 
Piero  de  Medici,  and  the  exorbitant  De- 
mands that  were  made  for  Money,  Charles 

peremptorily 
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peremptorily  required  the  abfolute  Domi-  ^-   ^• 
nion   of    Florence-,    alledging,    that     ^^{^^^ 
coming   into    the   Town  in  the  armed 
manner  he  did,  he  had  gained  it  lawfully 
according  to  the  Rules  of  War  pradtifed 
by  the  French, 

A  T  laft  he  receded  from  this  Point, 
and  infiiled  only  on  leaving  behind  him 
certain  AmbafTadors  with  Gowns,  called 
in  France  Dodlors,  and  Men  of  the  Robe. 
This,  according  to  the  French  Cuflom, 
would  have  created  him  for  ever  a  fort 
of  Jurifdidion.  But  the  Florentines  being 
determined  at  all  Hazards  to  preferve 
their  Liberty  entire,  warmly  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  this  Demand. 

Both  Parties  argued  with  great 
Vehemence,  yet  neither  was  in  a  Con- 
dition to  oppofe  the  other,  or  terminate 
the  Difputes  with  the  Sword.  As  for  the 
People,  they  had  applied  themfelves. 
Time  out  of  Mind,  to  mercantile  Affairs, 
knew  little  of  military  Exercifes,  and 
were  in  great  Awe  of  fo  powerful  a  King 
v/ithin  their  Walls,  with  an  Army  com- 
N  3  pofcd 
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'^'   ^-  pofed  of  difterent   Nations,    who    might 
b^pyiiij  every  Inftant  fall  upon  them. 

O  N  the  other  Hand,  the  French  were 
apprehenfive  of  the  great  Number  of 
Inhabitants,  who  had  ihewn  more  Refo- 
lution  and  Bravery  the  Day  Piero  was 
attainted  than  could  have  been  imagined : 
Befides  it  was  rumoured,  that  at  the  Toll 
of  the  great  Bell  the  whole  Country 
would  rife  and  deftroy  them  j  and  eveiy 
now  and  then  one  or  other  of  thefe 
Whifpers  prevailing,  each  Side  would  run 
to  Arms,  but  never  came  to  Blows  ^ 
por  did  one  Party  infult  the  other. 

The  King's  Scheme  concerning  Piero 
de  Medici  did  not  fucceed  :  For  Piero^ 
divided  betwixt  the  Hopes  of  being  re- 
ftored,  and  Fear  of  being  delivered  up  to 
his  Adverfaries,  produced  his  Letters  to 
the  Venetian  Senate,  defiring  their  Advice. 

\       NoTiriNGis  certainly  more  eiTential 

^  in  difficult  Deliberations,    noticing  more 

(dangerous,  than  to  afk  Advice  ;  nor  is  it 

to  be  doubted,  but  that  Counfel  is  lefs 

neceffary 
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necefTary  to  the  Prudent  than  to  the  Im-  ^-  ■^• 
prudent ;  and  yet  what  Advantage  have  <— y-1 
the  Wife  over  the  Unwife  in  the  dehcate 
Point  of  taking  Advice  ?  For  who  is 
fufficiently  difcerning  to  diftinguiih  the 
befl,  amidft  a  variety  of  Counfels  ?  Again, 
what  AlTurance  have  we  of  being  faith- 
fully advifed  ?  He  who  gives  Counfel, 
if  he  is  not  extremely  candid,  or  has  not 
a  particular  AfFedtion  mixed  with  Efleem 
for  the  Perfon  who  confults  him ;  if  he 
is  moved  by  Intereft,  or  biafled  by  Ca- 
price, he  generally  gives  his  Opinion  as 
beft  correfponds  with  his  own  Views,  or 
peculiarity  of  Temper ;  and  thefe  Motives 
being  concealed  from  him  who  afks 
Advice,  unlefs  he  poflefles  an  extraordi- 
nary Quicknefs  of  Penetration,  he  ftill 
remains  ignorant  of,  and  may  be  milled 
the  Perfidioufnefs  of  fuch  a  Counfel. 


I^^by 


This  was  the  Cafe  of  Piero  de  Medici: 
For  the  Venetians  apprehending  that  his 
going  to  Florence  would  facilitate  the 
King's  Meafures,  which  were  different 
from  their  own,  rather  counfelling  them- 
felves  than  Fiero^  efficacioufly  perfuaded 
N  4  him 
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^'   !>'    him  not   to  put   himfelf  in   the   King*? 

(^^^^i^  Power  J  who,  they  faid,  mufl  without 
doubt  think  himfelf  injured  by  him  5 
and  to  induce  him  the  readier  to  comply 
with  their  Advice,  they  offered  to  under- 
take his  Caufe,  and  reinftate  him  on  the 
firft  occaiion  that  offered.  But  for  fear 
he  fliould  not  follow  this  Counfel,  it  was 
reported,  they  placed  fecret  Guards  to 
prevent  his  leaving  Venice^  in  cafe  he 
fhould  attempt  it. 

By  this  Time  the  two  Parties  in 
Florence  were  very  much  exafperated, 
and  near  coming  to  an  open  Rupture : 
The  King  would  not  recede  from  any 
of  his  laffc  Demand?,  and  the  Republic 
was  refolved  not  to  give  the  immenfe 
Sums  he  required,  nor  part  with  the  leaft 
of  their  Privileges,  by  allowing  him  any 
fort  of  Jurifdidlion. 

These  Difficulties,  tliought  unfur- 
mountable  without  the  Force  of  Arms, 
were  at  lafl  compofed  by  the  Refolution 
of  Piero  Capponi^  one  of  the  Citizens 
appointed  to   treat :    He  was  a  Man  of 

great 
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great  Capacity,  and  very  much  efteemed  ^-   J^- 
m  Florence^  being  of  an  antient  Family,  ^^--^ 
and  defcended  from  Parents  who  had  been 
ufeful  to  the  Republic. 

One  day  at  a  Conference,  together 
with  the  other  Deputies,  on  the  Royal 
Secretary's  reading  the  immoderate  Ar- 
ticles peremptority  infifted  on,  Piero 
got  up,  and  furioufly  fnatching  the 
Paper  from  the  Secretary,  tore  it  in 
Pieces  in  the  King's  Prefencej  adding, 
with  an  agitated  Voice,  lince  your 
Demands  are  fo  unjuft,  you  may  found 
your  Trumpets,  and  we  will  Ring  our 
Bells,  which  he  intended  as  a  Declara- 
tion of  War,  and  with  the  fame  Vehe- 
mence, followed  by  his  Companions, 
quitted  tjie  Room. 

This  Speech  from  the  Mouth  of 
fuch  a  Citizen,  who  was  well  known 
to  the  , Court  of  France  (where  he  had 
been  lately  fent  AmbaiTador)  ftruck  the 
French  with  Aftonifhment ;  For  they  ima- 
gined he  would  not  have  ventured  to 
jfpeak    fo   boldly,  without   being  certain 

that 
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^'  ^-    that  his  Republick  was  in  a  condition  to 
^fupport   what   he  had  advanced. 

The  French y  intimidated  by  this  re- 
folute  Behaviour,  civilly  entreated  the 
Deputies  to  return,  when  giving  up  the 
odious  Articles,  the  foUovi^ing  Terms 
were  agreed  on.  That,  all  Injuries  for- 
got, the  City  of  Florence  fliould  be  a 
Friend,  Confederate,  and  under  the  per^ 
petual  Protection  of  the  Crown  of  Frajice : 
That,  for  the  King*s  Security,  Fifa  and 
LivornOy  with  their  Citadels,  fliould 
be  left  in  his  Majefty's  Hands,  but 
reftored  without  any  Cofts,  as  foon  as 
the  Expedition  to  the  Kingdom  of  Na- 
ples was  over,  and  it  was  explained, 
that  it  fhould  be  underftood  to  be  over, 
when  ever  the  Freiich  were  in  pofTeflion 
of  the  City  of  Naples  -,  or  that  the  King's 
Pretenfions  fhould  be  amicably  fettled 
by  a  Peace,  or  a  Truce  of  two  Years,  or, 
when  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  his 
Majeily  fliould  quit  Ifafyy  and  return 
into  France :  That  the  prefent  Gover- 
nors fhould  now  take  an  Oath  to  reflore 
them,  whenever  any  of  the  above  men- 
tioned 
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tioned     Cafes    fhould  happen :    That  in    ^.  D, 
the  mean  Time,  the    Dominion,    Jurif-  [y!^Xj 
didion,    and    Revenues      of    the     faid 
Towns  fliould  belong  to  the  Florentines : 
The   fame    Conditions    to   be    obferved 
for  Pietra   Santa^  Sarzana^  and   Sarza- 
nello :  That  it  fhould    be  left  to  the  King 
to  decide  the  Claims  the  Genoefe  had  to 
thefe     laft  Places;    but    fhould   he  not 
decree  them   in  favour  of  the    Genoefe ^ 
before  any  of  the  aforementioned  Cafes 
happened,  he  fliould   then  reftore  them 
to  their  Republic :  That  the  King  might 
leave  in  Florence  two  AmbafTadors,  with- 
out whofe  Prefence     nothing  fliould  be 
treated  on    concerning  this  Expedition, 
nor  fliould  they  without  his  permiflion 
make   a  General   of  their  own  Forces  : 
That,  excepting   the     above    mentioned 
Places,  all   other  Towns    fliould  be  re- 
ftored  immediately,  and    they  permitted 
to    recover  by  force    of  Arms  fuch  as 
fliould  periift  in   their  Rebellion  :    That 
within  a  Fortnight   they  fliould  pay  his 
Majcily   Fifty    Thoufand   Ducats,  Forty 
Tlioufand   more  in  March^  and   Thirty 
Thoufand   in  June :     The  Rebellion    of 

Fifa, 
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A.  D.  Pija^  and  all  other  Mifdeameanours  com- 
J^^ij  mitted  fmce,  (hould  be  forgiven  :  That 
Piero  de  Medici,  and  his  two  Brother's 
Attainder  fhould  be  reverfed,  and  their 
EfFeds  reftorcd,  on  condition  that  Piero 
fhould  not  approach  within  a  hundred 
Miles  of  the  Borders  of  the  Republic, 
(this  was  defigned  to  prevent  his  fet- 
tling in  Rome)  nor  his  Brothers  within 
a  hundred  of  the  City  of  Florence, 

These  were  the  principal  Articles 
of  the  Capitulation,  which  were  pub- 
lifhed  with  great  Solemnity  and  Cere- 
mony in  the  Cathedral  in  the  Time  of 
Divine  Service,  which  the  King  (at 
whofe  inftance  this  was  done  fo  pub- 
lickly)  and  the  Magiflrates  of  the  City, 
proftrated  before  the  High  Altar,  fo- 
lemnly  fwore  to  obferve. 

Two  Days  after  Charles  left  Florence^ 
and  went  to  Siena,  This  City  was  in 
Confederacy  with  the  King  of  Naples, 
and  the  Florentines,  and  had  followed 
their  Directions,  till  the  Journey  of  Piero 

to 
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to  Sarzana,  obliged  the  Citizens  to  con-    ^-  -^ 
fult  their  own  Safety. 

The  City  of  Siena  is  populous,  has  a 
fertile  Territory,  and  '  next  to  Florencey 
had  long  obtained  the  Name  of  the  mofl 
powerful  State  in  Tufcany :  It  was  go- 
verned by  its  own  Magiftrates,  but  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  Citizens  were  rather 
amufed  and  pleafed  with  the  Name  of 
Liberty,  than  enjoyed  the  Effedls  of  it : 
For  the  People,  divided  into  many 
Fadions,  fubmitted  to  that  Party  which 
according  to  Accidents,  or  by  Favour  of 
foreign  Potentates,  was  mofl  powerful. 
At  this  Time  that  Party  called  the  Monte 
or  Magiftrate  of  Nine  prevailed. 

Char  l  e  s,  after  flaying  a  few  Days 
at  Siejia  left  a  Garrifon,  becaufe  that  City 
was  known  of  old  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Empire,  and  therefore  fufped:ed.  He 
then  direded  his  March  towards  Rome^ 
growing  every  Day  more  and  more  infolent 
from  his  SuccefTes,  hitherto  far  beyond 
Expectation  :  As  the  Seafon  was  fair,  he 
determined,    without  lofs  of  Time,    to 

purfue 
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^'  J>*  purfue    his     good    Fortune :     He    waSf 
J^^i^now   become  terrible   not   only    to    his 
avowed  Enemies,  but  alfo  to  his  Friends, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  who  obferved  a  Neu- 
trality. 

The  Venetian  Senate,  and  the  Duke 
of  Milan,  aftoniflied  at  this  Rapidity, 
imagined  that  by  the  King's  taking 
Pofleffion  of  the  Florentine  Cailles,  and 
leaving  a  Guard  in  Siena,  his  Thoughts 
did  not  terminate  in  the  Acquiiition  of 
Naples  :  Therefore,  to  be  prepared  againfl 
all  Events,  they  began  ferioufly  to  treat 
amongft  themfelves  of  a  new  Confederacy, 
which  they  would  fooner  have  brought  to 
Perfedlion,  if  (as  was  expedted)  Charles 
had  met  with  a  greater  Refinance  at 
Rome. 

I  T  had  been  fettled,  that  the  Duke 
of  Calabria,  who  was  joined  by  the  Pope's 
Troops  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Rome, 
and  by  Virginio  Or/mi  with  the  remainder 
of  the  Arragonian  Army,  fhould  make 
a  Stand  at  Viterbo,  to  prevent  tlie  King's 
farther  Progrefs;  which  Place  was  very 

proper 
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proper  for  that  Purpofe,  as  it  was  fur-  ^'  ^• 
rounded  by  the  Pope's  Territories,    and 
lay  near  thofe  of  the  Or/im\ 

B  u  T  all  the  Country  about  Rome  being 
in  Confuiion  by  the  Excurfions  of  the 
Colonnefe^  who  had  pafled  the  7yber^  and 
the  Proviiions  being  flopt  at  OJlia^  from 
whence  they  ufed  to  be  brought  to  Rome^ 
the  Duke  had  not  Refolution  enough  to 
wait  at  Vkerko  3  beiides  he  doubted  very 
much  of  the  Pope's  Intentions  j  for  ever 
fince  Piero  de  Medici^  Agreement  at 
Sarzana^  he  had  begun  to  liften  to  French 
Propofals,  which  were  brought  him  by 
Cardinal  Afcanio-,  who,  before  he  would 
venture  to  come  to  Rome^  infifted  on  the 
Pope's  fending  to  Marino^  a  Town  of 
the  CoIonnaSy  his  Son,  the  Cardinal  of 
Valenza^  as  a  Pledge  for  his  Security. 

As  CAN  10  left  Rome  without  bringing 
Alexander  to  any  Determination  :  He 
was  divided  between  a  Diffidence  of 
the  King's  real  Intentions  towards  him, 
and  the  Fear  of  his  Forces  :  Yet  as  foon 
as  Charles  was  fet  out  from  FlorencCy  he 

had 
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had  begun  again  to  treat,  and  fent  tb 
him  the  Biihops  of  Concordia  and  T^eriiiy 
and  Do(5tor  Gratiano  his  ConfefTor,  with 
Inftrucflions  to  agree  at  the  fame  Time  for 
himfelf  and  fov  Alfonfo, 

But  the  king  s  Syflem  was  different, 
ffar  he  was  determined  to  agree  only  with 
the  Pope,  and  therefore  fent  to  him 
Monf.  de  la  T^remouilky  and  the  Preiident 
Gannay,  The  Cardinals  Afcanio  and 
Profpero  Colo?ina  ventured  to  come  to 
Rome  on  this  Occafion  :  But  the  Pope, 
without  any  reafonable  Motive,  giving 
over  all  Thoughts  of  an  Accommodation, 
ordered  them  immediately  to  be  arrefted, 
and  conveyed  to  the  Mole  of  Adriajiy 
formerly  called  Caftle  Crefcentio,  now 
Caille  St.  Angelo :  He  then  demanded 
the  Reftitution  of  OJlia^  and  fent  for  the 
Duke  of  Calabria^  who,  with  his  whole 
Army  came  into  Rome^  and  fecured  the 
French  AmbafTadors  :  But  they  were  im- 
mediately releafed  by  the  Pope's  Com- 
mands, as  were  alfo  in  a  few  Days  AJcanio 
and  Profpero,  but  with  an  Injundion  to 
quit  Rome  that  Inflant. 

He 
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A.  D. 
H  E  then  fent  to  the  King,  who  had  ^,J^!^ 
halted   at    Nepi^    Cardinal  Federigo  San 
SeverinOy  with  a  Commiffion  to  treat  of 
his  own  particular  Affairs,  without  making 
any  mention  of  Alfo7ifo, 

Alexander  was  very  much  difturbed 
in  his  Mind;  fometimes  he  refolved  to 
ftay  in  Rome  and  defend  himfelf,  and  then 
would  give  Orders  to  Ferdinando  to  fortify 
the  weakeil  Places ;  at  others,  judging 
that  Meafure  impradlicable  on  account 
of  the  want  of  Provifions,  which  could 
not  be  furnifhed  from  OJiia^  the  incredible 
Number  of  Strangers,  unfettled  in  their 
Opinions,  and  the  various  Fadlions  then 
fubiifting  in  Rome^  he  refolved  to  abandon 
it,  and  obliged  all  the  Cardinals  to  give  it 
under  their  Hands  to  follow  him  :  Then, 
alarmed  at  the  Difficulties  and  imminent 
Dangers,  he  would  fhrink  from  his  laft 
Refolution,  and  again  embrace  a  Scheme 
of  Compofition. 

But  whilft  he  was  in  this  Uncertainty, 

the  French  made  Excurfions  on  the  other 

O  fide 
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fide  the  I'iber  all  over  the  Country,  occu- 
pying fometimes  one  Village,  fometimes 
another ;  and  their  Progrefs  was  fo  rapid, 
that  none  of  thofe  little  Places  offered  to 
make  any  Refinance,  but  fiibmitted  imme- 
diately, aud  their  Example  was  followed 
even  by  thofe  who  were  in  a  Condition  to 
defend  themfelves. 

ViRGiNio    Orsini     was    tied 

by  many  Obligations  to  the  Arragonian 
Family  j    for  he  was  Captain-General  of 
the  Royal  Army,  Great  Conflable  of  the 
Kingdom  of  NapleSy  and  nearly  ally'd  to 
Alfonfo  ;    his  Son,  Gtan  Giordano   being 
married  to  a  natural  Daughter  of  the  late 
King   Ferdinando^    from  whom  Virginio 
had  the  Grant  of  a  Fief,  and  had  received 
feveral  other  Benefactions  :  Yet  forgetting 
all  Favours,  and  that  the  prefent  Calami- 
ties owed  their  firft  Rife  to  him,he  thought 
it  no  Crime,  if  he  remained  himfelf  in 
the  Service  of  the  King   of  Naples^  to 
permit   his  Children   to    treat  with    the 
King  of  France.     This  was  a  furprifing 
Step,    and  which  amazed    the    French^ 

who 
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who  were  not  accuftomed  to  the  nice    ^-  ^• 
Diftindtions  of  the  Italians.  O^VnJ 

I  T  was  then  ftipulated  with  Virginios 
Sons,  that  the  King's  Troops  fhould  hcf^^^^l' 
received,    vidtualled,    and   have    a    free  with  the 
Paflage  through  their  Father's  Dominions  ^''P"^" 
that  were  in  the  Pope's  Territories  :  And 
Campagnano  with  fome  Villages  were  de- 
pofited   in   the   Cardinal  Giirces  Hands, 
who  promifed  to  reflore  them,  as  foon  as 
the  Army  fliould  leave  the  Roman  Terri- 
tory :  And  the  Count  of  Tittiglano^  with 
others  of  the   Orfmi  Family,   came  into 
the  fame  Meafures. 

A  s  foon  as  thefe  Conditions  were 
figned,  Charles  quitted  Nepi  and  removed 
to  Bracciano^  the  principal  Town  in 
Virgifiios  Jurifdidlion  ;  and  altho'  the 
Roads  on  account  of  the  late  Rains  were 
very  deep,  he  difpatched  Monf.  de  Ligni 
and  Ivo  d'Allegre^  with  Five  Hundred 
Lances  and  Two  Thoufand  Swifs  to 
OJiia^  with  Orders  to  pafs  the  Hibcr^  join 
the  Colonnefe^  and  force  their  Way  into 
Rome;  which  he  had  good  Reafon  to 
O  2  hope 
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^'  ^'  hope  they  might  compafs,  by  the  Aflift- 
{y^^-^  ance  ®f  the  Romans  of  the  French  Fadlion, 
notwithflanding  the  Oppofition  of  Ferdi- 
nmido.  Civita  Vecchia^  Cornet Oy  and  al- 
moll  all  the  Territory  about  Rome  was 
reduced,  which  fo  alarmed  the  Romafis^ 
that  they  cry'd  out  loudly  and  boldly  for 
an  Accomtnodation. 

The   Pope,  fenfible  of  his  imminent 
Danger,  and  finding  every  Day  lefs  Pro- 
bability of  making  an  efFed:ual  Defence, 
would  have  willingly  fubmitted  ;  but  then, 
confidering  he  had  been   the   iirfl   who 
incited  the  King  to  undertake  this  Expe- 
dition, and  afterwards,  without  any  Pro- 
vocation, had  employed    his    Authority, 
Counfel,  and  Arms,  to  make  an  obftinate 
Reiiflance,  he  reafonably  concluded,  that 
whatever  good  Conditions  he  fliould  be 
promifed,  the  King  would  no  more  keep 
his  Word,  than  he  had  done  himfelf. 

H  I  s  Terror  was  encreafed  on  ob- 
fcrving,  that  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Piero  in 
VincolUy  and  many  other  Cardinals  his 
Enemies,    were  in  high  Efleem  with  the 

King, 
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King,  at  whofe  Perfuafion,  and  in  regard  ^-  ^' 
to  his  Name  of  Moji  Chrijiian^  together  O'-^^r^^^ 
with  the  known  Steadinefs  natural  to  the 
French  in  religious  Affairs,  he  feared  he 
-would  attempt  to  reform  the  Abufes  in 
the  Church,  as  was  then  the  common 
Subjed;  of  Difcourfe. 

This  Thought  was  above  all  Things 
terrible  to  Alexander^  when  he  recolleded 
in  what  an  infamous  manner  he  had 
mounted  the  Throne,  and  how  he  had 
continued  to  exercife  his  Function  in  a 
way  anfwcrable  to  fo  bad  a  Beginning. 
However  his  Sufpicions  were  fomewhat 
abated  by  the  plaufible  Promifes  of  the 
King,  who,  above  all  Things  delirous  to 
haflen  his  march  to  Naples^  was  willing 
to  remove  all  Difficulties  that  might 
obftrud:  him,  and  therefore  fcnt  to  Rorne 
three  Ambaffadors,  the  Senefchal  of 
Beaucaire^  the  Marflial  de  Gie^  and  the 
Prefident  Ga?may,  Th^y  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  his  Holinefs,  that  it  was  not  the 
King's  Intention  to  intereil:  himfelf  m 
what  concerned  the  Pontifical  Power; 
but  being  deiirous  of  entering  B.ome,  h^ 
O  3  folli(;ite^ 
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foUicited  a  free  and  fafe  Paflage  -,  for  altho* 
it  was  in  his  Power  to  effed;  it  by  Force, 
yet  he  wijQied  not  to  be  laid  under  a 
Neccllity  of  failing  in  the  Refpedl  due  to 
the  Dignity  which  his  Anceftors  had 
ever  paid  to  the  Roman  Pontiffs  :  That 
by  complying,  he  would  foon  find  all 
their  Differences  converted  into  fincere 
and  fecial  Confidence. 

Alexander  was  greatly  troubled 
at  thefe  Demands,  to  comply  with  which 
was,  in  reality,  to  deprive  himfelf  of  the 
Affill:ance  of  his  Friends,  receive  an" 
Enemy  into  his  own  Houfe,  put  himfelf 
entirely  into  his  Power,  and  then  rely 
on  his  Mercy :  Yet,  at  lafl,  finding  that 
of  all  Dangers  this  was  the  leafl,  he 
ordered  the  Duke  of  Calabria  and  his 
Army  to  quit  Rome^  having  firfi:  obtained 
a  Paffport  from  the  King  of  France^  that 
he  might  retire  with  Safety  out  of  the 
Ecclefiailical  State. 

But  Ferdinando,  with  Contempt  re- 
fufing  the  Pafs,  marched  through  the 
Gate  of  St.  Sebajlian  the  lafl  Day  of  the 

Year, 
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Year,  at  the  fame  Inftant  of  Time  that 
the  French  Army  entered  the  Gate  del 
Popoloy  with  the  King  at  their  Head, 
armed  with  his  Lance  on  his  Thigh,  in 
the  fame  Manner  he  entered  Florence, 

The  Pope,  full  of  Anxiety  and 
Fear,  retired  into  Caftle  St.  Angela, 
accompanied  only  by  the  Cardinals  Batijla 
Orjiniy  Olivieriy  and  Caraffa,  a  Neapoli- 
tan. But  the  Cardinals  del  Vincola,  Afca- 
ntOy  thofe  of  the  Colonna  Family,  and 
Savelliy  with  many  others,  reforted  to 
the  King,  and  preffed  him  to  remove 
from  the  Pontifical  See  a  Pope,  loaded 
with  fuch  Vices  as  rendered  him  odious 
and  deteflable  to  the  whole*  World,  and 
then  to  procure  another  Eledion.  They 
reprefented,  that  it  would  not  be  lefs 
glorious  for  him  to  free  the  Church  of 
God  from  a  Tyrant,  than  it  was  for 
Pepin  and  Charlemaine^  his  Anceftors, 
to  free  the  Holy  Popes  from  the  Perfecu- 
tion  of  their  unjufl  Oppreffors.  They 
laboured  to  convince  him,  that  this  v/as 
not  lefs  neceffary  for  his  own  Safety  than 
for  his  Intereil.     For  how  could  he  ever 

0  4  xx\\k 
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truft  to  the  Promifes  of  Alexander^  who 
was  by  Nature  fraudulent,  infatiable  in 
his  Defires,  and,  as  Experience  taught, 
bore  an  implicable  Hatred  to  the  French  ; 
and  that  his  Reconciliation  at  this  Jund:ure 
was  not  voluntary,  but  extorted  by  Ne- 
ceflity  and  Fear. 

The  King,  induced  by  thefe  Argu- 
ments, as  alfo  becaufe  the  Pope  refufed 
to  deliver  up  Caftle  St.  Ajjgelo  till 
an  Agreement  was  figned,  twice  gave 
Orders  for  the  Artillery  to  be  brought 
from  the  Palace  San  Marco^  and  placed 
againft  the  faid  Caftle.  But  Charles 
had  neither  Intention  nor  Inclination  to 
hurt  the  Pope  :  Befides,  thofe  who  had 
the  greateft  Sway  in  his  Privy  Council 
had  been  corrupted  by  Gifts  into  Alexaji- 
ders  Interefl :  So  at  laft  a  Treaty  was 
concluded  on  thefe  Conditions  : 


That  there  fliould  be  a  perpetual 
between  Amity  and  Confederacy  between  the 
the  Pope  Pope  and  the  Kin^  :  That  the  Caftles  of 

and  the  .  ^.         -.^      ,  .       ^  .  i      o     7      • 

King  of  Ctvtta   lecchia^  T.erracina^    and    Spolettty 

France.       ^|-J^q»  ^J^Jg  J^  ^^^^  nCVCr  givCtt    Up)    fllOuld 

be 


Articles 
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be  configned  to  him,  but  reftored  on  ^-  ^• 
the  Redudion  of  Naples :  That  Alexander  (^l^t^I^ 
fhould  bury  in  Oblivion  all  Injuries  re- 
ceived from  thofe  Cardinals  and  Barons, 
his  Subjedls,  who  had  followed  the 
King ;  and  fhould  inflantly  give  him  the 
Inveftiture  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  : 
That  he  fhould  deliver  to  him  Gemin 
the  Ottoman,  It  was  a  cruel  Cuftom 
among  the  T'urks  for  a  new  Sovereign 
to  eflablifh  Empire  with  the  Blood  of 
his  nearefl  Relations.  Wherefore  Gemin ^ 
after  the  Death  of  his  Father  Mahomet^ 
to  avoid  the  cruel  Perfecution  of  his  Bro- 
ther Baja-zet,  who  wanted  to  deftroy  him, 
had  retired  to  Rhodes^  from  whence  he 
was  fent  into  France^  and  from  thence  to 
Pope  Innocent.  *  Bajazet,  taking  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Avarice  of  the  Popes,  in 
order  to  keep  his  Ernpire  in  Peace  with 
the  Chriflian  Powers,  paid  annually  to 
Alexander y  under  the  Pretext  of  Aliments, 
and  Charges  of  guarding  him,  Forty 
Thoufand  Crowns,  as  an  Inducement  not 

to 

*  Gemin  fled  to  Rhodes  for  Shelter,  but  Pietro  Deu- 
huJfoTiy  the  Grand-Mafter,  on  his  Arrival,  put  him  in 
Prifon,  an4  afterwards  fent  him  well  guarded  into 
Provence^    from  whence  he  was  carried  to  Rome. 
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A.   D.  to  fet  him  at  Liberty,  or  deliver  him  up 
Jjl^^^to  other  Princes. 

Charles 's  Drift  in  demanding 
Gemin^  was  to  facilitate  his  Undertaking 
againft  the  ^urksy  which,  elated  with 
vain  Adulation-,  he  had  refolved  on,  as 
foon  as  he  fhould  have  brought  the 
Neapolitans  under  his  Obedience.  The 
King's  Officers  had  feized  in  Romagna 
the  lafl  Forty  Thoufand  Crowns,  remitted 
by  Bajazet,  which  were  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Prefed:  of  Rome  at  Semigaglia  :  The 
King  now  infifled,  that  no  Reflitution 
fliould  be  required,  or  any  farther  Notice 
taken  of  that  Affair.  By  the  laft  Article 
it  was  flipulated,  that  the  Cardinal  of 
Valenza  fliould  refide  with  the  King,  as 
Apoflolical  Legate  for  Three  Months ; 
the  Defign  of  which  was,  that  he  fliould 
remain  as  an  Hoftage  for  the  Performance 
of  his  Father's  Engagements. 

This  Agreement  being  figned,  the 
Pope  returned  to  the  Vatican^  where 
with  the  Pomp  and  Ceremonies,  ufual 
on  fuch  Occafions,  he  received  the  King 

ia 
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in  St.  Peters  Church,  where,  firft  on  his  -^-  ^. 

1495, 


Knees,    according  to  antient  Cuilom,  he 


kiffed  his  Holinefs's  Feet,  and  then  his 
Face. 

Another  Day  he  aflifted  at  the  Pon- 
tifical Mafs,  and  took  his  Place,  which 
was  after  the  firft  Cardinal  Bifhop,  and 
according  to  the  antient  Rites,  he  ferved 
the  Water  when  the  Pope  waflied  his 
Hands.  Alexander  to  perpetuate  the  Me- 
mory of  this  Adion,  had  it  painted  in 
a  Gallery  of  Caftle  St.  Angela:  He 
alfo,  at  the  King's  Requeft,  created  Car- 
dinals the  Bifliops  of  St.  Maloy  and 
Meaux,2i  Frchteof  the  Luxembourg  Family, 
and  gave  him  all  the  Demonftrations 
of  a  fincere  and  faithful  Reconciliation. 

Charles  ftaid  in  Rome  about  a 
Month,  all  the  while  fending  Troops  to 
the  borders  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ^ 
which  was  full  of  Combuftions  :  Before 
he  left  Romey  Aquila  and  the  greateft 
part  of  Abruzzo  had  declared  for  him, 
and  fet   up    his  Standard,    and   Fahritio 

Cohnna 
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^. /)•     Colonna   had  feized    on  the  Diilridls   of 

\^.^^l^Albi  and  'Tagliacozzo. 

Nor  were  there  lefs  Difturbances  in 
banccs  in  ^^^^''  P^^^^  ^^  ^^  Kingdom.     For  as  foon 
the  King-  as    Fcrdiiiando    had     quitted  Rome^    the 
^^pie^^    Effects  of  the  People  s  Hatred  to  Alfonfo 
began  to  appear :    The  bad  Ufage    they 
had    fo    lately     received  from    old  Fer^ 
dinando    was    frefh    in     their   Memory; 
They  exclaimed  vehemently  againfl  the 
tyrannical  Oppreffion  they   had  fuffered 
under  the  Arrago?iianSy    and  more   par- 
ticularly againft  the  Cruelty  and  Pride  of 
Alfonfo  :     They  openly  teilified  their  Joy 
for  the   Arrival  of  the   Fre?2ch -,  and  the 
old  Aujouin  Faction   was    exafperated  at 
the  Imprifonment  and  Banifliment  of  fo 
great  a  Number  of  their   Barons  by  Fer- 
dinando :  A  Condud:  which  is  ever  an  In- 
ducement to  effed:  Alterations  in  Govern- 
ments.    But  befides   all    former   Provo- 
cations, the  fole  DifafFedion  to  the  Per- 
fon  of  AJfoffoy  was  fufficient  to  produce 
a  Revolni-i.-^n,  if  the  leafl  Occafion  offer-. 
ed. 

As 
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A.  D, 

A  s  foon  as  the  News  of  FerJmanJo's  vjj^ 
quitting  Rome  reached  Naples,  Alfonfo 
was  feized  with  fuch  a  Panick,  that 
forgetful  of  the  Fame  and  Gloiy  he  had 
acquired  in  the  Wars  of  Italy,  and  de- 
fpairing  to  weather  fo  great  a  Storm,  at 
once  refolved  to  abandon  his  Kingdom, 
and  renounce  the  Title  and  Royal  Au- 
thority to  Ferdinandoi  He  hoped  that 
himfelfj  who  was  fo  odious,  being  re- 
moved, and  his  Son,  a  young  Prince  of 
great  Expectation  become  King  -,  a  Prince, 
who  for  his  Goodnefs  was  no  ways  ob- 
noxious to  the  People,  fuch  a  Change 
might  allay  the  great  Eagernefs  of  re- 
volting to  the  French. 

A  Report  prevailed,  (if  we  may 
credit  fuch  Reports  without  the  Impu- 
tation of  Superilition)  that  the  Ghofl  of 
old  Ferdinando  appeared  three  different 
Nights  to  Jacopo,  the  chief  Surgeon  at 
Court,  and  iirfl  with  a  complaifant  Air, 
but  afterwards  with  a  Countenance  more 
fierce  and  menacing,  ordered  him  to  go 
to    Aljmjo,    and  command   him    in  his    • 

Name 
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j1.  D,  Name  to  relinquifh  all  Hopes  of  refift- 
4„J^^^ing  the  French y  it  being  decreed  that  his 
Progeny,  after  experiencing  Misfortunes 
innumerable  and  various,  fhould  at  laft 
be  ftript  of  their  Kingdom,  and  the  Fa- 
mily extinguifhed  :  That  this  Calamity 
flowed  from  their  unnumbered  Enormi- 
ties, efpecially  that  aggravated  Barbarity 
which  Alfonfo,  at  his  Inftigation,  com- 
mitted near  Naples^  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Leofzardo,  in  Chiaia^  when  he  return- 
ed from  Pozziiolo  :  As  no  other  particu- 
lars were  mentioned,  it  was  conjedlured 
that  Alfonfo  had  privately  put  to  death 
in  that  place  fevcral  Barons,  who  had 
been  detained  a  long  Time  in  Prifon. 

Alfonfo  But,  be  this  as  it  will,  certain  it  is, 
abandons  Alfonfo  tormented  with  Remorfes  of  Con- 
dom, ^"^'fcience  could  get  no  Reft :  His  Thoughts 
were  difturbed  with  the  many  Noble- 
men he  had  deftroyed;  and  every  Mo- 
ment he  expeded  to  be  aflafTinated  by  the 
tumultuous,  enraged  Populace.  Almoft 
diflradted  witli  thefe  Reflections,  he  re- 
folved  at  once  to  quit  his  Kingdom  ; 
he  imparted    the    Secret    only    to    the 

Queen 
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Queen,  his  Mother-in-law,  who  could  ^-  -^v 
not  prevail  with  him  to  wait  a  few^J.^,-^ 
Days.  In  vain  fhe  preffed  him  to  con- 
fult  his  Brother  and  his  Son;  he  was 
obftinate,  and  went  on  Board  one  of 
the  four  light  Gallies  he  had  loaded 
with  Treafure,  a  few  Days  before  he  had 
compleated  the  firil  Year  of  his  Reign  : 
But  purfued  by  his  guilty  Confcience, 
he  was  flill  in  as  much  Conflernation,  as 
if  he  had  been  furrounded  by  the  French^ 
and  ftarting  at  the  leaft  Noife,  as  tho* 
the  Elements  were  in  League  againfl;  him, 
he  fled  to  Mazara^  a  Town  in  Sicily^ 
given  him  fome  time  before  by  the  King 
of  Spain, 

The  King  of  Frmice^  in  fetting  out  charhs 
from  Kome^  received  the  News  of  this^'^'^  °"^  . 
Flight :  When  he  came  to  Velletriy  Car- 
dinal Valenza  cXo'^tdiy  and  tho*  the  Pope 
put  on  an  Air  of  Refentment,  and  of- 
fered any  Satisfadlion,  y«t  it  was  thought 
he  efcaped  by  his  Dired:ion,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  Power  to  perform 
or  not  his    late    Agreement,    according 

to 
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A.  B.  to  the    difierent   Circumftances  of   Af- 
J^fairs. 

San  For >  From  Velktri  the  Van  marched  ta 
tino  taken  MQ^nt  Fortino,  a  Village  in  the  Eccle- 
fiaftic  State,  fubjed:  to  Jacopo  Conti^  a 
Roman  Baron,  who  firft  followed  Charles ^ 
but  afterwards,  out  of  Hatred  to  the  Co- 
lonnefe^  guided  more  by  Paflion  than 
Honour,  went  into  Alfonfo\  Service. 
This  Place,  tho*  flrongly  fituated,  was 
by  the  force  of  the  Artillery  taken  in  a 
few  Hours,  and  all  the  Inhabitants  put 
to  Death,  except  three  of  Jacopo  s  Chil- 
dren, and  a  few  more,  who  got  into  the 
Citadel,  but  foon  delivered  themfelves 
Prifoners. 

The  Army  afterwards  proceeded  to 
Mount  St.  Giovanni^  that  belonged  to 
the  Marquis  of  Pefcara^  not  far  from 
the  Borders  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
a  Place  by  Situation  ftrong,  and  well 
fortified  :  For  there  were  Three  Hun- 
dred foreign  Foot,  and  Five  Hundred  of 
the  Inhabitants  determined  to  defend 
themfelves.     It  was  imagined  the  French 

would 
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would  be  detained  here  for  fome  Days.  ^-  ^; 
But  after  once  firing  the  Cannon,  they  v 
gave  the  Aflault  in  the  King's  Prefence 
with  fo  much  Bravery,  that,  in  fpite  of 
a  valiant  Defence,  they  became  Mafters 
of  it  the  fame  Day,  and,  to  fet  an 
Example  to  others  not  to  make  any  Op- 
pofition,  they  committed  excejGlve  Cruel- 
ties j  for  after  murdering  the  People, 
they  fet  Fire  to  the  Edifices  :  This  man- 
ner of  making  War  not  having  been 
pradifed  in  Italy  for  many  Ages,  filled 
the  Inhabitants   with  Terror. 

Heretofore,  when  the  Vidlorious 
exerted  their  utmoft  Vigour,  their  Cuftom 
was  to  ftrip  the  Soldiers,  and  then  fet 
them  at  Liberty  to  plunder  the  Places 
taken  by  Aflault,  and  make  the  Inha- 
bitants Prifoners,  till  they  had  paid  what 
Contribution  was  demanded ;  but  the 
Lives  of  thofe  were  always  fpared,  who 
were  not  killed  in  the  heat  of  the 
Batde. 

This  was  all  the  Oppofitlon  the  King 

of  France  met  with   in  the  Conqueft  of 

P  fQ 
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^'  2>-   fo  noble  a  Kingdom,  in  the  Defence  o/ 
^_^,.^^  which  there   was  not  the   leaft    appear-' 
ance  of   Courage,     Condudt,  Thiril  of 
Honour,  or  Fidelity. 

Terdinan-  T  H  E  Dukc  of  Calabria^  who  was  on 
dc  crown-  the  Frontiers  of  the  Kingdom,  after  hi& 
Father's  Retreat,  was  invited  to  Naples^ 
and  inftalled  with  the  ufual  Solemnity, 
tho*  not  widi  the  fame  Rejoicings.  He 
muftered  his  Army,  that  confifted  of 
Fifty  Squadrons  of  Horfe,  and  Six  Thou- 
fand  Foot,  all  pick'd  Men,  con- 
duced by  the  moft  renowned  Captains 
in  Italy,  and  made  a  Stand  at  San  Ger^ 
7nano  to  hinder  the  Enemy  from  ad- 
vancing ;  which  place  he  chofe  for  its 
Situation.  On  one  fide  it  was  covered 
by  high  and  rocky  Mountains^  on  the 
other  protetfled  by  a  marfliy  Ground  ;■ 
and  in  front  he  had  the  River  Gariglano 
(call'd  Liri  by  the  Antients)  tho'  not 
deep  enough  in  that  place  to  prevent 
fometime3  its  being  waded.  The  nar- 
rownefs  of  the  Paflage  of  St.  Germano^ 
had  defervedly  gained  it  the  Name  of 
one  of  the  Keys    of  the    Kingdom  of 

Napki : 
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jt^apks :  From  hence  he  fent  a  Body  of  ^-   ^' 
Troops  to  the  Top  of  f' 
guard  the  pafs  Cancelled 


Troops  to  the  Top  of  the  Mountain  to^^^l^^j 


But  Alfonfos  Army,  already  frighted  at^*'  ^<^' 
the  Name  of  the  French,  fhewed  no  fortbandoncd, 
of  Refolution  -,  for  fome  of  the  Leaders 
were  more  concerned  for  the  Safety  of 
their  Perfons  and  Eflatesi,  than  for  that  of 
the  Kingdom,  which  they  coniidered  as 
loft,  whilft  others,  defirous  of  Novelty,  be- 
gan to  waver,  not  only  in  their  Fidelity, 
but  in  their  Courage.  Nor  were  they 
without  Apprehenfion,  that  the  People 
behind  them  might  revolt,  as  the  whole 
Nation  was  in  a  ferment.  Overcome 
by  thefe  abjed:  Confiderations,  as  foon 
as  they  heard  that  Mount  St.  Giovanni 
was  taken,  and  that  Marfhal  Gie  was 
marching  towards  them  with  Three 
Hundred  Lances  and  Two  Thoufand 
Foot,  they  ignobly  quitted  San  GermanOy 
and  in  fuch  Confufion,  that  they  left  on 
the  Road  Eight  Pieces  of  large  Cannon, 
and  retired  to  Capua, 

The  new  King,  trufting  to  the  Love 
P  2  .  th« 
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^'  O'    the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town  had  pro^ 
uJ^^fefled   to  the  Family  oi  Arragcriy  and  td 
the  Strength    of  the  Situation,   it  being 
Jo  and  his  fronted    by    the    River    VulturnOy    of  a 
^ria  '"  S^^^^  depth  in  that  Place,  hoped  it  would 
hold   out ;  in  which  cafe  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  leflen  his  Army  by  fending 
Reinforcements  to  other  Places,  and  by 
this  condudl   thought  he  fhould  be  able 
to  preferve  Naples  and  Gaeta, 

The  French  did  fK)t  follow  the  Enemy 
in  a  Body,  but  difperfed,  and  without 
Order  5  proceeding  rather  as  if  they  were 
on  a  Journey  than  a  March:  Every 
one  ftraggled  where  he  thought  he  could 
get  moft  Plunder,  and  advanced  with- 
out Colours  or  Difcipline ;  yet  they  kept 
fo  clofe  to  the  Enemy,  that  commonly 
the  foremoft  of  the  French  at  Night  took 
up  their  Quarters  in  the  fame  Villages' 
that  were  quitted  fome  Hours  before  by 
the  Arragoniam, 

B  u  T  at  Capua  there  was  neither  more 
Refolution,  nor  better  Fortune :  For  no 
fooner    had    Ferdinando    encamped    his 

Army 
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Army  (which,  fince  the  flight  from  San  ^-  ^• 
Germano  was  very  much  diminifhed)  (^^^-^^xj 
than  he  received  Letters  from  the  Queen, 
acquainting  him,  that  the  Lofs  of  San 
Germano  had  occafioned  fuch  a  Tumult 
in  Naples^  that  unlefs  he  came  in  Per- 
fon    there  was  Danger  of  a  Revolution. 

Ferdinando,  after  promiiingto  return  f^r//;W;f- 
to  Capua  the  next  Day,  took  with  him  ^J°J''* 
a  few  Friends,  and  rode  to  Naples,  in 
Hopes  of  appeafing  the  People  with  his 
Prefence:  But  Giovanni  Jacopo  ^rivulziy 
to  whom  he  left  the  Care  of  the  City, 
had  already  underhand  defired  the  King 
of  France  to  fend  him  a  Herald,  under 
whofe  Convoy  he  might  approach  his 
Majefly  with  Safety:  Which  being  com- 
ply'd  with,  he,  with  fome  of  the  Gen- 
try of  Capua,  (notwithflanding  the  Re^ 
preaches  of  many,  who  were  difpofed 
to  preferve  their  Allegiance  to  Ferdi- 
nando) went  to  Cahi,  where  the  King 
was  jufl  arrived. 

Trivulzi  came  in  his  Armour,  ^ndht- frivuUi 
ing  introduced  to  his  Majefly  in  that  Array,  Sp="^  «o 

r»  -     /    the    King 
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fpoke  in  the  Name  of  the  reft  of  the  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers  to  this  purpofe,  That 
Ferdinafido  was  not  in  a  Condition  to  defend 
them,  other  wife  they  were  difpofed  to 
ferve  him  faithfully,  as  they  had  done 
whilft  there  were  any  Hopes  left;  but 
thefe  now  extinguiilied,  they  were  come 
to  a  Refolution  of  fubjeding  themfelves 
to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  provided 
they  were  allowed  honourable  Condi- 
tions ',  adding,  that  he  did  not  in  the 
leaft  doubt,  but  he  ihould  be  able  to 
prefuade  Ferdinando  himfelf  to  come  in 
Perfon  and  fubmit,  if  he  could  be  af- 
fured  of  a  Reception  fuitable  to  his  Dig- 
nity and  Merit. 

The  King  very  gracioufly  reply 'd, 
he  accepted  the  Offer,  and  fhould  with 
pleafure  admit  him,  if  he  came  with 
a  Refolution  of  renouncing  all  claims 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples :  In  that 
cafe  he  (hould  be  dignified  with  Ho- 
nours, and  inverted  with  Principalities  in 
the  Kingdom  of  France. 

I  T  is  a  Matter  of  Speculation  what 

induced 
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Jndu<:ed  Giov,  yacopo  I'rivulzi^  a  brave  ^-  ^' 
Officer,  and  one  who  valued  himfelf  on 
being  reputed  a  Man  of  Honour,  to  ad 
in  this  manner :  He  himfelf  gave  out, 
that  it  was  by  the  King  his  Matter's 
Diredions,  to  try  if  he  could  procure 
fome  Compoiition  with  the  Fre?ich  King. 
But  when  he  found  he  was  excluded 
from  all  fuch  Hopes,  and  that  the  De- 
fence of  the  Kingdom  was  now  become 
impradicable,  it  feemed  to  him  not  only 
lawful,  but  commendable  to  provide  in 
Time  for  the  Safety  of  Capua  and  the 
Army. 

But  the  common  Opinion  was  very 
different :  He  was  thought  to  have  been 
defirous  of  a  FrencJo  Conqueft,  expeding 
I  after  the  Redudion  of  Naples,  the  King 
would  turn  his  Arms  againft  the  Dutchy 
of  Milaiiy  where  he  was  born  of  a  noble 
Family,  and  then  he  expeded  to  take 
his  Revenge  of  the  Duke  of  Milan.  He 
was  greatly  diffatisfied  with  Lodovico^  not 
thinking  his  Merit  fufficiently  rewarded  ; 
and  was  offended  on  account  of  the 
jnany  Favours  he  heaped  on  the  San 
P  4,  Severini^ 
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«'•  ^'  Severi7ii :  And  thofe  who  were  apprifed 
ly^s^^^of  his  Views,  did  not  fcruple  to  accufc 
him  of  having  advifed  Ferdinando  in  Ro- 
magna^  to  proceed  with  more  Caution  than 
he  ought  to  have  done  on  feveral  Occa- 
lions. 

B  E  F  o  R  E  the  Return  of  l^rivulzi,  the 
young  King  s  Quarters  in  Capua  had  been 
plundered  by  his  own  People,  his  Horfes 
carried  away,  and  the  Army  difperfed  in 
different  Places.  Virginio  and  Count 
Pitiiglano  (after  fending  to  the  French 
Camp  for  a  Pafs)  retired  with  their  Regi- 
ments to  Nola^  which  Town  had  been 
given  to  the  Count  by  the  Arragonians, 

Ferdinand  o,  ignorant  of  what 
}iad  paffed  in  CapuayViz'^  returning  thither 
at  the  Time  promifed,  having  compofed 
the  Minds  of  the  Neapolitans  with  the 
Hopes  he  had  given  them  of  defending 
that  City,  which  was  a  Barrier  to  Naples. 
When  he  was  come  within  two  Miles  of 
Capua^  the  Citizens  took  up  Arms  to 
prevent  his  Entrance,  and  by  common 
Confent  fomc  of  tlie  Nobility  were  de« 

puted 
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puted  to  defire  him  not  to  advance  any  ^'   ^' 
farther,  and  let  him  know,    that  as  he^^^.^^^^ 
himfelf  had   abandoned  their  City,  Tr/- 
ijulzi  their  Governor  had  been  with  the 
King  of  France^    his  Quarters  had  been 
plundered  by  his  own  Soldiers,  Virginio 
and  Count  Pittiglmio   had  quitted  him, 
and  moil  of  his  Army  was  difbanded,  Self- 
prefervation  put  them  under  a  Neceffity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  Conqueror. 

Ferdinand©,  after  begging  in 
vain,  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  to  be  ad- 
mitted, was  obliged  to  return  to  Naples^ 
being  fully  perfuaded  the  reft  of  the 
Kingdom  would  foon  follow  the  Example 
of  Capua,  in  which  he  was  not  miftaken  : 
For  Averfa,  a  City  of  Note  between 
Capua  and  Naples,  fent  their  Deputies  to 
Charles,  with  whom  the  Neapolitans  began 
aJfo  to  treat. 

Wherefore   the   unhappy  Prince, 

\   finding  it  to  no  Purpofe  to  oppofe  fuch 

'   an  impetuous  Torrent  of  bad   Fortune, 

Tummoned  the  Nobles  and  others  in  the 

Square 
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^'  ^'  Square  before  his  Palace  of  Caflle  Nuovo^ 
.J^Xjand  harangued  them  in  this  manner  : 

'^  lAPPEALto  God,  and  to  all  thofe 
"  who  have  had  any  Intimacy  with  me, 
"  if  the  only  Defire  I  ever  entertained  of 
"  afcending  the  Throne,  was  not  to 
"  convince  the  World  how  much  I  am 
"  difpleafed  and  affedted  with  the  bad 
"  Government  of  my  Father  and  Grander 
"  father  ;  and  to  recover  by  my  good 
"  Anions  that  Love  they  had  loft  by 
**  their  Male-Adminiftration :  The  ilj 
"  Fate  of  my  Family  has  not  permitted 
^'  me  to  gather  this  Fruit,  much  more 
"  honourable  than  to  be  King :  For  to 

reign  often   depends    upon   Fortune; 

but  to  be  a  King,  and  to  have  nq 
**  other  View  in  being  fo  than  the  Good 

of    the    Subject,    depends    only    on 

perfonal  Virtue. 


%t 


<c 


*■  Our  Affairs  are  now  reduced  into 
a  narrow  Compafs,  and  we  have  more 
Reafon  to  complain  that  we  have  loft  our 
Kingdom  by  the  Infidelity  and  ftiameful 
Cowardice  of  our  Officers  and  Armies, 

''  than 
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f^  than  our  Enemies  to  boaft  they  ^-  ^• 
"  have  gained  it  by  their  Valour  v.^^^ 
.«'  and  Condud  ;  and  yet  I  fhould 
^'  not  be  without  Hopes,  if  we  could 
^'  make  but  a  little  Stand  ;  for  the  King 
^*  of  Spain y  and  all  the  Italian  Princes 
^*  are  preparing  to  come  powerfully  to 
^*  our  Aid.  They  have  now  opened 
**  their  Eyes,  and  are  convinced  that 
*'  the  Fire  that  has  broke  out  in  our 
■*  Dominions,  if  not  extinguiihed  in 
^*  Time,  will  alfo  extend  to  theirs. 

"For  my  part  I  don't  want  Courage 
*^  to  terminate  my  Reign  and  Life  at 
^*  the  fame  Time,  with  that  Glory  which 
^*  may  feem  to  be  required  in  a  young 
^*  Prince,  lineally  defcended  from  fo 
^*  many  Kings,  and  which  would  be 
"  anfwerable  to  thofe  Expedtations  you 
**  have  hitherto  been  pleafed  to  entertaia 
<*  of  me. 

^*  But  as  tl>is  cannot  be  attempted 
"  without  expofing  our  Country  to  great 
'*  Dangers,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  give 
^^  way  to  bad  Fortune,  and  reftrain  my 

"  Ardour, 
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J.  D.  «  Ardour,  than  by  endeavouring  to  pre- 
J^-^^^  ferve  the  Crown,  draw  thofe  Miferies 
"  on  my  People,  to  avoid  which  only, 
"  I  delired  to  reign  over  them. 


c< 


"  I  A  D  V  I  s  E  and  entreat  you  to  fend 
and  agree  with  the  King  of  France ; 
**  and  that  you  may  do  it  without  any 
**  Prejudice  to  your  Honour,  I  freely 
'*  abfolve  you  from  your  Homage,  and 
**  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance,  which  a  few 
"  Days  fince  you  took  to  me  :  I  counfel 
*'  you  to  do  it  foon,  that  you  may  get 
*'  better  Terms,  and  mitigate  the  haughty 
"  Spirit  of  the  French. 


"If  their  Barbarity  fhould  afterwards 
"  render  their  Government  hateful,  I 
"  fliall  be  at  hand  to  aifift  you,  and 
^'  always  ready  to  expofe  my  Life  in 
*^  any  dangerous  Enterprize.  But  fhould 
'*  you  find  their  Adminiftration  mild, 
"  and  happy,  neither  this  City  or 
"  Kingdom  iliall  ever  fee  me  inclined 
"  to  difturb  their  Repofe  :  The  Felicity 
^*  of  my  People  will  afTwage  my  Suffer- 
^^  ings.     I  fhall  receive  a  true  Satisfg(5tion 

**  from 
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"^^  from  your  being  fenfible  I  neither,  as 

"  Prince  or  King,  ever  injured  any  one. 

"  That  I  cannot  be  accufed  of  Avarice 

"  or  Cruelty  :  That  I  am  not  unfortunate 

"  through  my  ov^n,  but  by  my  Anceftors 

"  Mifcondud  :    And    that  I  am  more 

"  afFedled  at  lofing  the  Opportunity  of 

"  attoning  for  their  Crimes  by  a  righteous 

"  Government,  than  at  the  Lofs  of  my 

"  Authority  and  Royal  Dignity. 

"  Tho'    an    Exile,   driven  from    my 

"  Country  and  Kingdom,  I  fhould  not 

"  think  myfelf  entirely  miferable,    if  I 

"  knew  you  v^ere  convinced,  that  thefe 

•'  are  my  real  Sentiments,  and  were  per- 

"  fuaded,    I  fhould    have  followed   the 

"  Example    of    my    Great-Grandfather 

"  Alfonfo^  and  not  that  of  my  Grand-fa- 

"  xki^xFerdinando^  nor  ^/^^;//6>  myFather.'' 

This  Speech  was  heard  with  Com- 
paffion,  and  drew  Tears  from  many. 
But  the  Hatred  againfl  the  two  laft  Kings 
was  fo  vehement,  and  fo  alluring  the 
Novelty  of  a  French  Government,  that 
the    Difaffedion    flill    continued.      As 

fooa 
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foon  as  the  King  was  retired,  the  Mdti 
pillaged  the  Stables  before  his  Palace; 
an  Indignity  he  could  not  bear :  Where- 
fore he  returned  into  the  Square  with  a 
few  Courtiers,  and  at  his  Prefence  they 
abftained  from  their  Plunder.  He  then 
ordered  the  Ships  that  were  in  the  Harbour 
to  be  burnt,  that  they  might  not  be  of 
Ufe  to  the  Enemy. 

Ferdinan'  T  H  E  R  E  was  Reafon  to  fufped  that 
4{o  abtn-  Five  Hundred  Germans^  who  guarded  the 
Kingdom.  Caftle,  intended  to  make  him  a  Prifoner  y 
to  avoid  which  he  made  them  a  Prefent 
of  all  that  was  therein,  and  whilft  they 
were  taken  up  in  dividing  the  Effedls, 
having  firft  fet  at  Liberty  all  the  Barons 
who  efcaped  the  Cruelties  of  his  Father 
and  Grand-father,  (excepting  the  Prince 
of  Rofano,  and  Count  Pepoli)  he 
went  out  of  the  little  Gate  of  the  CafUe 
on  board  the  light  Gallies,  that  waited 
for  him. 

H  E  was  accompanied  by  Don  Federigo^ 
the  old  Queen  Confort  to  his  Grand- 
father, 'Joanna  his  Aunt,  and  a  few  others, 

and 
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and  landed   in  the  Ifle  of  IJchia^  called  ^-  ^• 
by  the   Antients  Enacria^    thirty  Miles 
from  Naples^  repeating  often  the  Words 
of  the  Pfalmift,  *'  That  it  was  in  vain  to 
guard  a  City  that  is  not  guarded  by  God. 

But  meeting  every  where  with  Diffi- 
culties, he  was  obliged  at  IJchia  to  exert 
his  Courage ;  for  the  Governor  of  the 
Caftle  refufed  to  admit  him,  unlefs  he 
would  come  in  without  his  Followers. 
He  agreed  to  it,  but  had  no  fooncr  entered 
the  Gates  than  he  collared  the  Governor, 
and  difcovercd  fuch  Refolution,  that  the 
Soldiers,  awed  by  his  majeftick  Looks, 
fubmitted,  and  gave  him  Poffeffion  of  the 
Place. 

A  s  foon  as  the  News  was  fprcad  of 
the  King's  Flight,  the  Fre?ichy  like  a 
Torrent,  over-run  the  Country  ;  all  Places 
tamely  yielding  wherever  they  appeared, 
Virgimo  and  Count  Pitiglano^  without 
any  Reiiflance,  were  made  Prifoners  by 
Two  Hundred  Horfe  ofL/'gms  Company, 
tho'  the  Count  had  a  Garrifon  of  Four 
Hundred  Men.     They  fubmitted,  partly 

apprehending 
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-^-  ^'  apprehending  themfelves  comprized  in 
j^^i^^the  PalTports  that  their  Friends  advifed 
were  procured  from  the  French ;  and 
partly  being  flruck  with  the  fame  Panic 
as  the  refl.  They  were  fent  Prifoners  to 
the  Caftle  of  Mondragone^  -  and  all  their 
Equipages  and  People  were  plundered. 


Charles  The  NeapoUtam  fent  AmbafTadors  to 
Hafies.  make  a  tender  of  their  City  to  the  King, 
who  was  come  to  A^'cerja,  Charles  very 
generoully  granted  them  many  Privileges 
in  token  of  his  Satisfad:ion  \  and  the 
next  Day,  which  was  the  Twenty  Firft 
of  February^  he  made  his  Entry  into 
Naples,  where  he  was  received  with  fo 
much  Applaufe,  that  it  would  be  ift 
vain  to   attempt  the  Defcription. 

*T  I  s  fufficient  to  fay,  that  both  Sexes, 
all  Ages,  People  of  all  Conditions  and 
Fadions,  joined  in  their  Expreflions  of 
Joy,  as  much  as  if  he  had  been  the 
Father  or  firft  Founder  of  their  City. 
They  all  accompanied  him  to  the  Ca- 
thedral, from  whence,  as  he  was  not  in 
poffeffion  of  the  new  Caftle,  he  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  to  Caflle  CapiianOy  the  old  Habi-    ^-  ^• 
tation  of  the  French  Kings.  O^vnJ 

The  Rapidity  and  wonderful  Suc- 
cefs  of  this  Expedition  furpaffed  the 
Examples  of  "Julius  Ccefar,  Charles  con- 
quered before  he  faw,  and  with  fo  much 
Eafe,  that  in  his  whole  March  he  was 
under  no  neceffity  of  forming  a  Camp, 
or  breaking  a  Lance :  Many  alfo  of  his 
Expences  proved  needlefs,  for  his  Fleet 
which  was  equipped  at  a  vafl  Charge, 
tofs'd  about  and  fhatter'd  by  Storms,  was 
driven  into  the  Ifle  of  Corfica^  and  did 
not  arrive  on  the  Coafts  of  the  King- 
dom^ till  Charles  was  Mailer  of  Naples, 
Such  were  the  effects  of  inteftine  Broils, 
which  fo  baffled  the  known  Wifdom, 
and  blinded  the  Underftandings  of  our 
Princes,  that,  with  Shame  to  our  Arms, 
and  Danger  to  all  Italy^  they  fuffered  a 
powerful  and  flourifhing  part  of  our 
Country  to  be  alienated  and  reduced  to 
the  Obedience  of  Ultr amount aiiis, 

Fo  R  old  Ferdinando^  tho'  born  in  Spain^ . 
(yet  as  he  was  fiom  his  Infancy  bred  up 
Q.  iQ 
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in  Italyy  had  no  Principality  elfewherc," 
and  his  Children  and  Grand  Children 
being  born  and  educated  in  Italy)  was  re- 
puted an  Italian. 


End  of  the  Firjl  Book. 
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M  J^)@C  fmall  Fire  were  difFuling  them- 
felvcs  in   other  Places,  and   at  laft  broke 
Qj2  out 
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^-  ^'    out  into  a  mighty  Flame,    to  the  Detri- 

(^^..^^^-^  ment   of    many,    but    moft   particularly 

of  him,  who,  thro*  an  immoderate  Love 

of  Dominion,  had  raked  the  Aflies   and 

nouriihed   the  Fire. 

When  the  King  of  France  was  at 
Florence y  it  had  been  ftipulated,  that, 
altho'  he  fhould  keep  pofleflion  of  Pifa 
till  the  Reducflion  of  Naples,  yet  the  Re- 
venues of  that  State  fliould  be  received 
by  the  Florentines :  But  at  his  Departure, 
he  made  no  Provifion,  nor  left  any  Or- 
ders for  the  Execution  of  this  Article. 
Wherefore  the  Pifans,  finding  themfelves 
favcrur'd  by  the  French  Commii?aiy  and 
the  Soldiery  left  by  the  King  to  guard 
the  Town,  laid  hold  of  the  Opportunity, 
and  refolved  never  more  to  return  under 
the  Florentine  Government. 

They  took  up  Arms  and  fell  on  the 
Tax-Gatherers,  as  well  as  on  all  the  Flo- 
rentines^ fome  of  whom  they  expelled, 
others  they  imprlfoned,  and  confifcated 
their  Effedts.  Then,  to  confirm  their 
Rebellion,  they  not  only  fent  Ambaffadors 

to 
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to  the  King  for  his  Protedtion,  but  ap-^-   ^• 
ply'd  for  Aid  to  the  Republicks  of  Siena  ^^.^^^ 
and  Lucca^  both  at  great  Enmity  with 
the  Florentines ;  who,   elated  at  this  Re- 
volt, provided   them    with  Money,    and 
the  Senefe  fent  them  fome  Horfe :  Am- 
bafladors  were  alfo  difpatched  to  VenicCy 
to  found    the  Senates    Intentions,    who 
met  with  a  gracious  Reception,  but   re- 
turned with  little  Encouragement  to  hope 
for  Succefs. 

Their  greateft  Expe6lations  were 
from  the  Duke  of  Milan^  not  doubting 
but  as  he  had  been  the  principal  Au- 
thor of  their  Rifing,  he  would  be  dif- 
pofed  to  proted:  thein  vigoroufly,  nor 
were  they  deceived  ^  for  tho'  he  endea- 
voured to  make  the  Florentines  believe 
otherwife,  he  apply 'd  himfelf  fecredy  to 
do  every  Thing  in  his  Power  for  their 
Support:  He  perfuaded  the  Genoeje  to 
procure  for  them  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and  to  fend  a  CommifTary  to  Fija  with 
Three   Hundred  Soldiers. 

T  H  ^  Ge?7oeJe  were  become  Jealous  of 
0^3  th^ 
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^'  ^'  the  Florentines  ever  fince  they  had  made 
..l^^i^themfelves  Matters  of  Pifa,  and  had 
bought  of  their  Doge  Tomafo  Fregofoy 
the  Port  of  Livorno :  This  Jealoufy  was 
turned  into  Enmity,  when  they  took 
from  them  Pietra  Santa  and  Sar- 
zana:  *  They  had  already  begun  to 
iliew  their  Refentment,  by  getting  pof- 
feffion  of  moft  of  the  Florentine  Villages 
in  the  Lunegiana^  and  were  at  this  pre- 
fent  Time  employed  in  recovering  fome 
forfeited  Eftates  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Pietra  Santa^  for  which  they  pre- 
tended the  King  of  France  had  given 
his  Confent  under  his  Signet. 

The  Florejitines  complained  of  thefe 
Proceedings  to  the  Duke  of  Milan  :  His 
Anfwer  was,  that  by  Treaties  ftill  fub- 
fifling  between  him  and  the  Gejwefe,  he 
was  not  to  intereft  himfelf  in  their  poli- 
tical Affairs :  Yet  he  endeavoured  to 
make  them  believe  he  would  efpoufc 
their  Caufe,  tho'  at  the  fame   Time  he 

fecretly 

*  The  Fhrevtinei  bought  Leghorne  of  the  Doge  in 
?4i8  for  i20,coo  Ducat?,  at  the  Time  the  Lenotfe 
Territory  was  infeftcd  by  Pbilippo  I.faria  Fz/a*//, 
Duke  of  Milan, 
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fecretly  affifted  the  Pijans  to  the  utmoft    ^-  ^• 
of  his   Power.  C^vxJ 

LoDovico  entertained  Hopes,  that  if 
Pifa  was  not  recovered  by  the  Floren- 
tinesy  he  might  eafily  becorne  Mailer  of 
it  himfelf,  which  he  violently  defired, 
both  in  regard  to  its  Situation,  and  his 
Grandeur  :  Nor  was  this  a  new  Device  : 
It  began  at  the  Time  he  was  banifhed 
Milariy  after  the  Death  of  Galeazzo  his 
Brother,  when  Madonna  Bona^  Mother 
and  Guardian  to  the  young  Prince,  con- 
ceiving a  Jealoulie  of  his  ambitious  De-» 
figns,  kept  him  confined  in  Pifa  feveral 
Months. 

Before  Pifa  fell  under  the  Ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  Florentines^  it  had  been 
govern 'd  by  Giovanni  Galeazzo  Vifconti^ 
firft  Duke  of  Milany  and  Lodovico 
thought  it  would  be  a  glorious  Atchieve-^ 
ment  to  recover  what  had  already  been 
part  of  the  Dutchy  :  He  imagined  he 
had  alfo  fome  Right,  becaufe  Giovanni 
Galeazzo  by  Will  left  the  Dominion  of 
|t  to  his  natural  Son  Gabriello  Maria^ 
0^4  whicha 
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v/hich,  he  faid,  could  not  be  valid  in 
Law :  For  altho'  it  had  been  Galeazzo\ 
own  Acquilition,  it  had  neverthelefs  been 
purchafed  with  the  Money  and  Forces 
of  the  Dukedom  of  Milan, 


l^^llL      After    the  Pifam  had  recovered 

Jans  rcco-  -^ 

ver  their  the  Liberty  of  their  City,  they  applied 
Tcrniory  themfelves  to  regain  alfo  the  reft  of  their 
State.  Almoft  all  the  Towns,  (  as  is 
ufiial  in  fuch  Cafes  )  followed  the  Ex- 
ample of  the  Capital,  without  any  Op- 
polition  from  the  Florentines^  who  de- 
pended on  the  King's  adjufting  every 
Thing,  as  by  his  folemn  Oath  he  had 
engaged  before  he  left  Florence,  But 
when  tliey  found  he  put  them  off  with 
frivolous  Excufes,  they  fent  their  Troops, 
which  either  by  Treaty  or  by  Force 
retook  all  the  revolted  Territories,  except 
Cafcina^  Buti^  and  Vicopifano,  into  which 
the  Pifajts,  not  able  to  defend  the  whole, 
had  contradled  their  Forces. 


Charles  C  H  A  R  L  E  s,  in  his  Heart,  was  not 
gcs^JUr  forry  for  this  Revolt,  and  it  was  openly 
Rebtliion  favoured  by  many  of  his  Courtiers  j  fomc 

out 
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out  of  Compaffion,  thinking  the  Pifans  A.  d. 
had  been  feverely  treated ;  others  in  Op-  ^Jf^ll 
poiition  to  the  Cardinal  of  Sf.  Maloy 
who  favoured  the  Florentines',  but  the 
Senefchal  of  Beaiicair  was  the  moft 
fanguine,  who  befides  being  bribed  by 
the  Pifans,  was  of  all  others  the  moft 
uneafy  at  the  Confidence  the  King  repo- 
fed  in  the   Cardinal. 

Beatjcair,  according  to  the 
Cuftom  of  Courtiers  when  out  of  Place, 
applauded  all  that  Minifter's  Meafures ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  got  into  Favour,  pro- 
vided the  Cardinal's  Credit  was  lef- 
fenedj  he  did  not  care  how  much  the 
Honour  of  his  Mafter  fuffered  by  the 
Breach  of  his  Promifes.  He,  with  many 
others,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  King, 
that  it  was  not  for  his  Intereil:  to  give 
up  the  Pifans,  at  leaft  till  the  Neapoli- 
tan War  was  at  an  End.  Their  Argu- 
ments prevailed  ;  but  Charles  chuling  for 
fome  time  to  keep  both  Parties  in  fuf- 
pence,  before  he  left  Rome  had  ordered 
the  Florentine  Ambailadors  to  come  to 
him,  and  in  his  Prefence  hear  what  the 

Pifans 
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^'  ^-   Ptfans  had  to  allege   in  Vindication   of 
,J^  their  Condud. 

Loio's  BuRGUNDio  LoLo,  a  Citizen 
Favour  of  of  ^{/^j  and  an  Advocate  of  the  Con- 
thc  /*//«»/ fiftory,  was  their  Orator.  He  faid,  «'  The 
Florentines  had  kept  the  Pijans  in  an 
unjuft  and  cruel  Slavery  for  Eighty  Years. 
That  their  City,  which  for  many  gloria 
ous  Victories,  even  in  the  Eajiy  had  ac- 
quired great  Fame,  and  had  been  one 
of  the  moil  powerful  and  moft  magni- 
ficent Cities  in  Italy^  was  now  by  the 
Cruelty  and  Avarice  of  the  Florentines 
become  depopulated  and  defolate :  For 
the  greater  Part  of  the  Citizens,  not 
able  to  bear  fo  heavy  a  Yoke,  had  aban- 
doned Pifa,  and  were  commendable  for 
it ;  as  the  Mifery  of  the  remaining  Part, 
detained  by  a  natural  Love  of  their 
Country,  fufficiendy  teftified.  Theypardy 
by  grievous  Taxes,  and  partly  through 
the  unjuft  Rapine  of  private  Men  in 
Office,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  DiA 
trefs,  without  any  Means  left  to  Tubfift ; 
for  with  unheard  of  Injuftice  they  were 
'  prohibited  to  trade,  or  exercife  any  Art 

but 
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,  but  what  was  Mechanic ;  and  were  ex-    ^^-  ^• 
'\  eluded   from  all  Pofts   in   the  Govern-  c^-y-O 
ment,  even  thofe   into   which  Strangers 
were   admitted:     That  their  OpprefTors 
were  determined  to  deftroy  their  Name, 
and  extirpate  their  Race  from  the  Face 
of  the  Earth  :    To  compafs  which  they 
had  purpofely    omitted  keeping   up  the 
Dykes,  and  cleaning  the  Ditches  in  their  » 
Territory ;   a  Thing    ever    carefully   at- 
tended to    when   they   were  their   own 
Mailers  s    as  it  would  have  been  other- 
wife  impoflible  to  have  prevented  every 
Year  that  raging   Sicknefs   with   which 
they  are  now  afflidled,  the   Ground  ly- 
ing low,   and  fubjed:  to  frequent  Inun- 
dations :     This  had    alfo   occafioned  in 
all  Parts  the  Ruin  of  Churches,  Palaces, 
private  and  publick  Edifices,   ereded  by 
fheir  Anceftors  with   Magnificence   and 
yaft  Coft :    That  it  was  no  Difgrace  to 
ancient  and  renowned  Cities,  if  after  a 
Series   of  many  Ages   they  fell  at  laft        S^ 
into  Slavery ;  for  it  was  by  Fate  ordain- 
\  ed  that  all  Things  in  tliis  World  fhould 
I  fufter  Changes  :    Therefore  the  Remem- 
(  t>,rance  of  thejr    Nobility    and    Wealth 

ought 
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J.  D.  ought  rather  to  excite  the  Compaffion 
^^^ij  than  the  Rage  of  their  cruel  Conquerors : 
Every  one  fhould  refledl,  that  the 
fame  ill  Fortune  may,  nay  muft  fome 
time  or  other  bring  all  Cities  and  Em- 
,pires  to  an  End.  But  the  FJoj-entines^ 
far  from  adting  on  fuch  Principles,  have 
fo  inhumanly  harraffed  the  Ttfam^  that 
not  able  to  bear  any  longer  fo  heavy 
a  Yoke,  are  determined  to  a  Man  to 
quit  their  Country,  or  lay  down  their 
Lives,  fooner  than  return  under  fo  im- 
pious a  Government.  He  then  defired 
with  Tears  (which  he  begged  his  Ma- 
jefly  would  look  on  as  the  Tears  of  all 
the  Fijans)  humbly  proftrated  at  his 
Feet,  that  he  would  recolledt  with  how 
much  Piety  and  Juftice  he  had  reflor- 
ed  the  Fijans  to  their  Liberty,  fo  long 
unjuftly  invaded  ;  and  that,  as  became 
a  refolute  and  magnanimous  Prince  he 
would  prefcrve  the  invaluable  Benefit  he 
had  procured,  and  chufc  rather  the  Name 
of  Redeemer  of  their  City,  than  that  of 
Minifler  of  the  Rapacioufnefs  and  cru^ 
^Ity  of  the  Florentines. 

Francesco 
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Francesco  Soderini,  then 
Biihop  of  Folferra,  and  afterwards  Cardi-  SoJennP] 
nal,  replied  with  lefs  Vehemence  -,  but^P^^^^* 
endeavoured  to  prove,  That  the  Title  of 
the  Florentines  to  Pifa  was^ood  and  legal : 
lie  faid,  They  had  purchafed  it  in  the 
Year  1404,  of  Gabriello  Maria  Vifcontiy 
the  then  lawful  PolTeflbr  :  That  the  Flo- 
rentines  had  no  fooner  taken  Pofleffion, 
than  the  Pifans  by  Violence  expelled  their 
Officers,  and  put  them  under  the  Neceffity 
of  undertaking  a  long  War,  which 
proved  as  fuccefsful  as  it  was  juiT:,  nor 
lefs  glorious  to  the  Florentines  for  their 
Mildnefs,  than  Vidory :  For  when 
it  was  in  their  Power  to  let  therh 
perifh  with  Hunger,  they  entered  the 
Town  heavier  loaded  with  Provifions  than 
Arms.  That  the  Pifans  had  never  gained 
any  Territory  on  the  Continent :  They 
had  not  been  able  to  conquer  even  the 
petty  State  of  Litcca^  which  lay  (o  near 
them,  but  were  always  ftraitened  within 
a  narrow  Compafs  of  Land.  As  for 
their  maritime  Power,  it  had  been  of  no 
Duration  :  For  by  divine  Juftice,  inflided 

on 
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^-  ^'  on  them  for  their  Sins,  infamous  Deeds, 
»and  continual  Difcords,  long  before  Pifa 
was  bought  by  the  Florentines^  it  was 
fallen  from  its  Grandeur  and  Riches, 
depopulated,  and  become  fo  weaJc,  that 
yacopo  Appiani^  an  ignoble  Country  Law- 
yer, had  been  able  to  mafler  it ;  and 
after  enjoying  for  feveral  Years  an  abfolute 
Dominion,  left  it  as  an  Inheritance  to 
his  Children  :  That  very  little  Advantage 
accrued  to  the  Republick  from  that  City, 
which  was  only  convenient,  as  being  near 
the  Sea  ;  for  the  Revenues  were  fo  fmall 
and  trifling,  that  they  hardly  exceeded 
the  neceflary  Expences;  the  moft  that 
was  collected  was  from  foreign  Traders, 
which  was  applied  to  tlie  Benefit  of  the 
Port  of  hivorno  :  Nor  were  the  Citizens 
of  Fifa  excluded  from  Employments  more 
than  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other 
Cities  of  their  Dominion,  who  tliought 
themfelves  happy ,^  and  were  fo,  becaufe 
tliey  had  not  the  Arrogance  and  the  Ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  Pifans^  whofe  Perfidiouf- 
nefs  was  turned  into  a  Proverb  all  over 
'Tufcany,  If  after  they  were  conquered, 
manv  abandoned  their  Country,  that  muft 

he 
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be  attributed  to  Pride,  which  would  not 
permit  them  to  fubmit,  and  not  to  the 
Adminillration,  which  was  ever  juft  and 
mild  :  Nor  had  Ptja^  under  the  Floren- 
tinesy  diminifhcd  her  Riches  or  Inhabi- 
tants :  On  the  contrary,  at  an  immenfe 
Expence,  the  Republic  had  regained  the 
I  Port  of  Livorno,  without  which  that  City 
I  would  have  been  deprived  of  all  Trade, 
and  many  Neceffaries :  That  all  their 
other  Complaints  were  as  unjuft ;  for  the 
Florentines  had  introduced  into  Pi/a  the 
Study  of  all  Sciences,  taken  care  of  their 
Ditches,  and  ufed  all  Means  to  people 
the  Town ,  a  Truth  fo  notorious,  that 
no  Calumny  could  overthrow  it.  He 
faid.  It  was  commendable  in  every  one 
to  endeavour  to  mend  his  Fortune  -,  but 
every  one  ought  alfo  to  be  content  with  a 
reafonable  Share  :  All  Governments  would 
be  thrown  into  Confufion,  if  every  Subjed: 
had  it  in  his  Power  to  be  independent : 
That  it  was  not  his  Bufmefs  to  dired: 
Charksy  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  how 
to  a6t :  He  was  known  to  be  prudent  and 
juft,  and  therefore  not  to  be  biafled  by 
unreafonable  Complaints  and  falfe  Affer- 

tions ; 
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tions  :  He  made  not  the  leaft  doubt  but 
his  Majefly  would  be  determined  by  what 
he  had  promifed  before  his  Army  came 
into  Pifay  and  by  what  he  had  fo  folemnly 
fwore  to  in  Florence ;  and  would  confider 
that  the  greater  a  King  is,  the  greater 
Glory  he  attains  in  making  ufe  of  his 
Authority  to  preferve  Faith  and  Juftice. 

It  was  manifeft  that  Charles  was  in- 
clined to  favour  the  Pifajis ;  for  he  pro- 
pofed  there  fliould  be  either  a  Sufpeniion 
of  Arms,  till  he  had  fubdued  Naples,  or, 
till  that  Time,  to  have  the  Pijan  Terri- 
tory put  into  his  Hands,  when  he  engaged 
religioufly  to  execute  all  he  had  ftipulated. 
But  the  Florentines  thinking  they  had 
good  Reafon  to  diftruft  the  King,  refufed 
both  thefe  Expedients,  and  infifted  on  the 
immediate  Performance  of  his  Word. 

Charles  at laft,  feemingly complied, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  advance  the 
Payment  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventy 
Thoufand  Crowns,  which  were  not  yet 
due.  He  fentthe  Cardinal  of  St.  Mali  to 
Florence,  under  the  Colour  of  feeing  his 

Orders 


THE  WARS  IN  ITALT,        241 
Orders  executed ;    but    his    private    In-  ^-   -^• 
ilirudlions    were   to   give    only   flattering  ^_^^.^^^^ 
Hopes  till  he  had  procured  the  Money, 
and  then  to  leave   Things  as  he  found 
them. 

The  Florentmes^  tho'  aware  of  this, 
made  no  fcruple  of  paying  Forty  Thoufand 
Ducats>  as  the  Time  for  the  Payment  of 
that  Sum  was  near  expired.  As  foon  as 
the  Cardinal  had  received  the  Money  he 
went  to  Pifa^  to  put  them,  as  he  faid,  in 
Pofleflion  of  that  Town,  but  returned 
without  making  any  Alteration ;  exculing 
himfelf,  that  the  Pijaits  were  fo  obftinate, 
that  his  Authority  had  no  Weight; 
that  he  could  not  force  them,  having  had 
no  Commiffion  from  the  King  to  ufe  Vio- 
lence ;  and  that  it  was  no  ways  proper 
4  for  him,  who  was  an  Eccleliaflick,  to 
embrace  any  Refolution  that  would  pro- 
duce an  EfFuHon  of  Chriflian  Blood.  But 
he  had  taken  care  to  augment  the  French 
Guard  in  the  new  Citadel,  and  w^ould 
have  placed  Troops  in  the  old  Caftle,  had 
the  Pifafis  given  him  Leave. 

R  The 
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J.  D.        The  Courage  of  the  Pifans  encreafe  j 
vJJi^L^  every  Day    with    their  Strength.      The 
Lodonjico   DiJke  of  Milan  thought  it   necelTary  to 
fend  Sue-  protedl   them  with   a    Body  of  Troops 
Pi/a,       Under  the  beft  General  he  could  procure, 
which  was  Lucio  Mahezzo  ;  *   but  with 
his    ufual  Diffimulation,    pretended    that 
this  Affair  was  undertaken  folely  by  the 
Genocfcy  without  his  Knowledge  6r  Ap- 
probation.    At  the  fame  time  laying  hold 
©f  all  Opportunities  to  etnbarrafs  the  Flo- 
rentines, he  fent  fecretly    Jacopo  ApianOj 
Lord  of  Piombino   and  Giovamii   Savelli 
to  the  Senefe,   to  encourage  them  not  to 
part  with  Monfepulcia?Wy  which  had  lately 
revolted   from   the   Florentines  to  them, 
who   kept  PoiTeffion  of  it   without  any 
Re2:ard  to  former  Treaties. 


The  FJc-  The  Florentines  were  engaged  not 
rentines  only  With  thc  Carc  of  this  War,  but 
ihdr  ^  ^  were  alfo  anxious  about  fettling  their 
Form  of  ^^^   Form   of  Government.      Immedi- 

v>overn- 

nient.       ately  after  the  King's  Departure,  a  Par- 
liament had  been  fummoned,   which,  ac- 
cording 

.  *  Gio'vio  fays,  that  Lucio  went  to  the  Affiflance  ©f  the 
Pt/i47}s  with  three  hundred  Veteran  Foot,  fome  Men  ic 
heavy  Armour,  and  a  Party  of  Light-Horfe. 
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cording  to  their  Conftitution,   is  an  Af-  ^-  o. 
fembly  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  Citi-,,J^^^ 
zens.     They  met   in    the   large  Square 
before  the  Palace  to  deliberate   as   ufual, 

{   on  what  ihould  be  propofed  by  the  chief 
Magiftracy,    and  had  agreed   on   a  Go- 

i   vernment  apparently  popular,  but  in  re- 
ality calculated  to  ferve  the  Ambition  and 

I  Power  of  a  few. 

This  created  an  Uneafinefs  in  the 
Minds  of  feveral  of  the  Citizens,  fome 
of  whom  wanted  a  more  extenfive  Li- 
berty, while  fome  particular  great  Men 
thought  this  Settlement  an  Obflrudtion 
to  their  private  Views.  The  Diilatisfac- 
tion  foon  rofe  to  fuch  a  Heigth,  that 
the  Parliament  met  again  in  order  to 
\  make  a  new  Alteration,  and  the  Magif- 
tracy withdrawing  into  the  Council-Cham- 
ber, Paolo  Antonio  Soderini^  a  wife  and 
popular  Citizen,  fpoke  as  follows. 

"It  would  be  very  eafy,  worthy  Citi-  SodonnPs 
zens,  to  make  it  appear,  that  they  who  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 
have  writ  on   Civil   Government,  prefer  Magi ftra- 
that  of  a  Prince  or  Nobles    to   a  popu-^^J^ 
R  2  lar       * 
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•^-  J>'  lar  one :  Yet  as  a  Spirit  of  Liberty  is 
{y^^^  inherent  and  almoft  natural  to  this  Citjr, 
from  a  long  Series  of  continual  Equa- 
lity in  the  Condition  of  its  Citizens,  an 

\  Equality  abfolutely  neceffary  in  a  popular 
Government ;  I  am  of  Opinion,  that 
without  Helitation  this  ought  by  us  to 
be  preferred  to  all  other  Forms.  This 
Speech  may  feem  fuperfluous,  as  in  all 
latter  Confultations  it  has  been  already 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  City  fliould 
be  governed  by  the  Name  and  Autho- 
rity of  the  People.  But  the  Opinions 
are  different  in  adjufting  this  very  Point, 
and  proceed  from  a  Defire  which  fome 
have  of  approaching  as  near  as  they  can 
to  that  Form  which  was  fettled  in  the 
Republic   before  their  Liberty   was   op- 

I  preffed  by  the  Family  of  the  Medicis, 
Others  ( of  which  Number  I  own  my- 
felf  one)  imagining  a  Government  fo 
ordered  would  have  more  the  Name  than 
the  Reality  of  a  popular  Adminiflration, 
alarmed  at  the  Inconveniences  which 
muft  neceffarily  flow  from  fuch  a  Setde- 
ment,  deli  re  a  more  perfect  Form,  by 
which   a    good   Underftanding    amongft 

the 
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the  Citizens,  as  well  as  their  Safety, 
might  be  preferved.  This,  according  to 
Reafon  and  former  Experience,  is  not  to 
be  procured  in  our  City  without  a  Go- 
vernment intirely  dependant  on  the  Peo- 
ple :  But  then  it  muft  be  well  ordered 
and  regulated,  which  cannot  be  com- 
pafled  without  attending  particularly  to 
two  Things.  The  firfl  is,  that  all  the  Ma- 
giflrates  and  inferiour"  Officers  in  Town 
and  Country,  be  chofen  in  a  general 
Affembly  of  all  thofe,  who,  according 
to  our  Laws,  are  in  a  Capacity  to  par- 
take of  the  Government ;  and  that  with- 
out the  Approbation  of  fuch  an  Affem- 
bly, no  new  Law  fhould  be  enadted.  In 
this  Manner  it  being  out  of  the  Power 
of  any  particular  Perfon  to  cabal,  no  one 
will  through  Paffion  or  Prejudice  be  ex- 
cluded ;  but  Places  be  diflributed  accord- 
ing to  Virtue  and  Merit ;  and  therefore 
every  Citizen  will  flrive  by  his  good  Be- 
haviour to  open  himfelf  a  Way  to  Ho- 
ruours,  and  be  induced  to  abftain  from 
Vice,  from  offering  any  Injury  to  his 
Neighbour,  and  in  his  whole  Deport- 
ment to  ad:  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  ac- 
R  3  q^^^'^ 
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-^-  ^'  quire  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  his  Fclr 
^_^^,^i^  low-Citizens.  It  will  not  then  be  in 
the  Power  of  any  Individual  or  a  few 
to  make  new  Laws,  and  with  the  Autho- 
rity of  a  Magiftracy  introduce  a  new 
Government;  f©r  an  Alteration  cannot 
then  be  obtained  but  by  univerfal  Con- 
ftnt. 

The  fecond  Point  is,  That  important 
*  Refolutions,   I  mean  fuch  as  have  rela- 
tion to  Peace  or  War,  to  the  Examina- 
tion of  new   Laws,   and  Matters  of  the 
grcateft  Confequence,  be  treated  of  by  a 
'  Magiftracy   of  prudent  and   experiencecj 
'  Citizens,  nominated  ^nd  formed  by  the 
People,  with  ample  Authorty  to  adl  when 
they  lit,  independantly  of  them,  in  Affairs 
committed  to  their  Determination :    For 
fuch  Affairs  being  above  the  Reach  of 
common   and   unexperienced   Undftand- 
.  ings,  they  muft  be  tranfaded  by  Men  of 
Sagacity :  Befides  fuch  Matters  often  re- 
quire  Difpatch  and  Secrecy,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be  debated  in  a  pub- 
lick  Aifembly.      But   this  will   no  way 
difconcert  the  prefent  Scheme,   becaufe 

the 
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the  whole  City  will  have  the  chufing 
of  fuch  a  Magiftracy.  Thefe  two  Things 
being  provided  for,  the  true  popular  Go- 
vernment is  formed,  the  Liberty  of  the 
City  fixed,  and  a  right  and  lalling  Efla-^ 
blifhment  effedled.  Several  other  Parti- 
culars which  may  contribute  to  make  the 
Government  fliU  more  perfed:,  may 
be  deferred  to  another  Opportunity,  when 
the  confufed  Ideas  with  which  the  Minds 
of  fome  People  are  now  filled  fliall  be 
rectified  j  for  many  ^mongft  us,  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  late  Tyranny,  have  not  a 
true  Notion  of  a  free  State,  nor  do  they 
underfland  what  is  neceiTary  for  the  Pre^ 
fervation  of  Liberty  -,  but  as  thefe  Points 
are  not  fo  effential,  they  are  better  poft- 
poned  to  a  more  favourable  Juncture, 
The  Citizens  having  once  begun  to  relifh 
this  Form,  will  every  Day  be  more  and 
more  pleafed  with  it ;  And  whilft  it  is 
perfecting,  it  will  fupport  itfelf  upon  the 
two  Foundation^  above-mentioned,  which 
may  now  be  laid,  and  what  EfFed:s  they 
will  produce,  can  not  only  be  demon- 
ftrated  by  many  folid  Reafons,  but  plainly 
proved  by  Examples  :    For  the  Govern- 

R  4  meni 
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meiit  of  the  Venetia?is,  tho'  compofed  of 
Nobles,  yet  thefe  Nobles  are  no  more 
than  private  Citizens ;  are  fo  numerous, 
and  of  fuch  different  Qualities  and  Condi- 
tion, that  it  mufl  be  allowed  they  partici- 
I  pate  of  the  popular,  and  in  that  part  we 
may  imitate  them ;  for  their  Republic  is 
founded  on  thofe  two  mentioned  Prin- 
ciples, by  Virtue  of  which  it  has  pre- 
ferved,  for  fo  many  Ages,  its  Liberty, 
Union,  and  Civil  Concord ;  and  ac- 
quired fo  much  Grandeur  and  Glory: 
Nor  does  this  Union  proceed  from  its 
Situation,  as  f^me  have  imagined  ;  for  in 
that  Situation  there  might,  and  fometimes 
have  exiiled  Difcords,  and  Seditions.  But 
the  Form  of  Government  being  fo  com- 
pa6t,  and  fo  well-proportioned  in  all  its 
Parts,  they  were  foon  quelled  ;  for  fuch 
a  Conilitution  mud  of  Negeflity  produce 
fuch  ineflimable  Effeds. 

T  H  K  Examples  of  our  own  Republic 
ought  to  diredt  us,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
others :  But  then  we  mufl  confider  them 
in  different  Lights ;  becaufe  our  City  ha$ 
never  had  fuch  a  Form :  Our  Conflitutlon 

has 
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has  been  fubjed:  to  many  Changes.  If  we  ^-  ^• 
confult  our  own  Hiftory  we  fhall  find,  that  o^vvJ 
fometimes  by  endeavouring  the  Deflruc- 
tion  of  our  Tyrants,  then  by  the  Pride, 
Diflentions,  and  Ambition  of  a  few;  again, 
by  the  Fury  of  Fad:ions,  our  State  has 
been  reduced  to  the  lowed  Ebb.  Cities 
were  built  for  the  Quiet  and  Happinefs  of 
the  Inhabitants ;  but  the  Fruits  produced 
by  our  Government,  inflead  of  Peace  and 
Tranquility,  have  been  Confifcations  of 
Eftates,  and  Executions  of  our  miferable 
Citizens.  The  prefent  Eflablifhment  does 
not  vary  from  that  of  former  Times,  fo 
full  of  Calamities  and  Miferies,  and  which, 
after  many  Struggles,  ended  in  Tyranny. 
We  read,  in  antient  Days,  how  the  Duke 
of  Athens  enllaved  the  People;  and,  in 
ours,  Cojimo  de  Medici  did  the  fame.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at;  for  when  the  Gift 
I  of  Places  does  not  depend  on  the  People, 
\  but  is  confined  to  a  few,  the  Citizens  then 
:  negled:  entirely  the  public  Welfare ;  fome  by 
declining  Bufinefs,  others  giving  themfelves 
up  to  Pleafure  and  Licentioufnefs,  from 
whence  arife  Fad:ions  and   Confpivacies, 

certain 
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^-  ^'  certain  Forerunners  of  the  Sub vcrfion  of  all 
Republics  and  Governments. 

How  much  more  prudent  is  it  then  to 
fet  afide  thofe  Forms,  which,  by  our  own 
Reafon  and  Experience,  we  know  to  be 
pernicious,  and  approach  as  near  as  we  can 
to  that,  which,  by  the  Example  of  others, 
we  have  found  to  be  good  and  happy.  For, 
forced  by  Truth,  I  mufl  fay,  that  if  in  our 
City  a  Government  fliould  be  fo  modelled, 
as  to  have  the  fupreme  Authority  lodged 
in  a  few  Hands,  ours  then  would  be  a  Go- 
vernment of  a  few  Tyrants,  as  much  more 
deteftable  than  that  of  a  fingle  one,  as  an 
Evil  is  more  pernicious  the  more  it  is  muU 
tiplied. 

If  there  were  no  other  Reafon,  this 
ought  to  dired:  you.  Men  cannot  from 
the  Variety  of  Opinions,  Ambition,  and 
diverfe  other  Accidents,  agree  long  toge- 
ther ;  and  Difcord,  at  all  Times  dreadful, 
would  be  more  fo  at  this  Jun6ture,  when 
you  have  fent  into  Exile  fo  powerful  a  Ci- 
tizen, when  Italy  has  foreign  Armies  in  its; 

Bowels, 


THE  WARS   IN  IT^LT.       251 

Bowels,    breathing;    Slauojhter   and    De-  ^'  ^• 
ftrudion,  (•v^O 

I T  feldom,  or  perhaps  never  before, 
has  been  abfolutely  in  the  Power  of  this 
whole  City  to  model  itfelf :  But  fince  the 
Almighty  has  beftowed  on  us  fuch  a  Blef- 
fing,  let  us  improve  it  to  the  happy  Efla- 
blifhment  of  our  Liberties ;  let  us  render 
the  Name  of  Florence  glorious  for  Pru- 
dence, by  feizing  this  Opportunity  for 
fettling  a  free  Government,  fo  well  formed, 
that  it  may  not  only  make  you  happy  in 
regard  to  yourfelves,  but  alfo  happy  in  the 
Thoughts  of  tranfmitting  to  your  Chil- 
dren, and,  in  them,  to  the  lateft  Pofte- 
rity,  fuch  a  Treafure  and  Felicity,  as  nei- 
ther you,  nor  your  Ancestors  ever  enjoy- 
ed."    Thus  fppke  Pagolo  Antonio, 

But  Guido  Anto7ito  Veffucci^  an  able  Ci- 
vilian, and  a  Perfon  of  a  fertile  Imagina- 
tion, and  fingular  Capacity,  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent Opinion ;  and  replied  in  the  fol- 
Iqwing  Manner, 


If 
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'*  I  F  it  were  true,  moft  illuflrious  Citi- 
zens !  That  the  Government,  modell'd 
as  propofed  by  Pagol  Antonio  Soderifii  was 
to  produce  fuch  good  Effeflis,  thatPer- 
fon  would  certainly  be  greatly  to  blarne 
who  fliould  offer  to  oppofe  a  Form, 
wherein  Virtue,  Merit,  and  Courage  would 
be  fure  to  find  their  Reward, 


But  I  do  not  comprehend,  how  one 
can  expedl,  that  a  Government  com- 
pofed  intirely  of  a  popular  Power,  can 
\  produce  fo  much  good.  I  am  confcious, 
that  Reafon  teaches,  Experience  fliews, 
and  the  Authority  of  great  Men  con- 
firms, that  in  no  Multitude  was  ever  to 
be  found  fuch .  Prudence,  fuch  Experi- 
ence, fuch  Order,  as  is  fufficient  to  per- 
fuade  us  that  they  will  prefer  the  Learn- 
ed to  the  Ignorant,  the  Good  to  the  Bad, 
and  the  experienced  to  thofe  who  were 
never  employ 'd  in  public  Affairs.  As 
one  cannot  from  a  Judge  of  a  weak  Ca- 
pacity, hope  for  wife  Decrees  ;  fo  from 
a  Populace  full  of  Ignorance  and  Con- 
fufion,  we  cannot  reafonably  exped:,  un- 
lefs  by  Chance,  a  prudent  and  juft  De- 
liberation. 
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liberation.     What    great    Men,    always  ^-  ^• 
employed  in    State  Affairs,  difcern   with(^^y^j 
Difficulty,  can   never  be  diftinguifhed  by 
an  unexperienced  Multitude,  confufed  in 
their  Ideas,  compofed  of  Men  of  different 
Conditions,  and  influenced   by   different 
Cuftoms,    and   whofe   Time    is    moftly 
occupied  in  mean  Employments.      The 
immoderate  Conceit  each  of  thefe   will 
entertain  of  his  own  Abilities,    will  not 
permit  him  to  reft  fatisfied  with  Employ- 
ments  fuitable  to  his   Station;    but  will 
prompt  him  to  afpire  to  Places  of  Impor- 
.  tance,  and  to  intrude  himfelf  into  Debates 
;   of  the  highefl:  Confequence  :  For  amongfl 
us,  more  than  in  any  other  City,  there  is 
a  want  of  Modelly  to  fubmit  to  thofe  of 
a  fuperior  Merit  and  Knowledge.   There- 
fore we  fliall  feldom  have  proper  Perfons 
advanced  to  Employments,  wherein  Pru- 
dence,   Virtue,    and   Courage   are   moH: 
required  :    On  the  contrary,  the  greateit 
Number  of   thefe  will    be  filled  by  the 
moft  Ignorant  :  For  they,  being  by  much 
the  major  part,  will   put  every  thing  in 
the  Power  of  the  leafl  deferving,    when 
•Perfons  are  to  be  advanced,  not  by  their 

Merit, 
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^'  ^'  Merit,  but  by  the  greateft  Number    of 
Oi^  Votes. 

Again,  What  Security  have  you,  that, 
contented  with  the  Form  now  propofed, 
tho'  ever  {o  prudent,  they  will  not  alter 
that  Settlement  by  new  Inventions  and 
imprudent  Laws,  not  to  be  endured  by 
the  Wife  ?  This  always  may  be  dreaded 
in  llich  a  Government,  but  much  more  at 
this  Jundure,  wlien  our  City  is  jufl 
emerged  from  Bondage.  For  it  is  natural 
for  Mankind  to  pafs  from  one  extreme  to 
another.  It  may  then  happen,  that  a 
People,  after  freeing  themfelves  from 
Tyranny,  if  not  retrained,  may  precipi- 
[  tate  into  Licentioufnefs,  which  may  juftly 
'  be  termed  another  kind  of  Tyranny  : 
For  a  Government  is  tyrannical,  when  it 
confers  on  the  Undeferving,  what  is  due 
only  to  Merit  :  When  it  confounds  all 
Degrees,  without  making  any  Diftindtion 
of  Perfons  :  And  perhaps  this  Tyranny 
is  the  worfl  of  the  two,  as  much  as  Igno- 
rance, directed  neither  by  Authority, 
Law,  nor  Precedent,  is  more  dangerous 
than  the   other    Tj^ranny,    which,    tho* 

exercifed 
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exercifed  with  Violence,  muft  ftill  obferve 
fome  Meafure,  and  fome  fort  of  Decency 
in  the  Adminiftration. 

I  CANNOT  comprehend  why  thd 
(  Venetians  fhould  be  propofed  as  a  Pattern 
Ifor  our  Republick:  Their  Situation  is 
different ;  they  are  accuilomed  to  an 
antient,  fettled  Form  5  and  Things  are 
fo  ordered,  that  the  important  Delibera- 
tions are  in  the  Power  of  a  few  ;  and  thofe 
People  being,  perhaps,  not  fo  lively  as 
we,  are  more  eafily  quieted  and  fatisfied* 
Nor  are  the  Venetians  governed  only  by 
thofe  two  mentioned  Syflems :  The  more 
jfirmly  to  fecure  their  Conftitution,  they 
\  have  a  perpetual  Doge,  and  many  other 
Ordinances,  that  would  be  powerfully 
oppofed,  if  attempted  to  be  introduced 
amongft  us  :  For  our  City  is  not  jufl 
fprung  up,  nor  is  its  Injftitution  new: 
Therefore  the  old  Cuftoms  will  often 
prevail  over  what  might  be  more  conducive 
to  the  common  Welfare.  The  People 
imagining,  that  under  the  Colour  of  pre- 
ferving  Liberty,  a  new  Tyranny  is  intend- 
ed, will  not  eafily  come  into  different, 

tho' 
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tho'  better  Meafures.  A  Body  infedled 
with  malignant  Humours,  does  not  re- 
ceive the  fame  Benefit  from  Nourifliment 
as  one  in  perfed  Health  ;  and  the  Nature 
qf  human  Affairs  is  fuch,  that  they 
generally  decline  and  grow  wprfe  :  It  is 
therefore  more  to  be  feared,  that  what  is 
now  ordered  imperfedly,  will  rather 
degenerate,  than  with  Time  and  Acci- 
dents ripen  to  PerfecSlion. 

But  have  we  not  Experience  enough 
at  home,  without  having  recourfe  to 
foreign  Examples  ?  Has  this  City  ever 
been  governed  by  the  People  without 
being  torn  to  Pieces  by  Dillentions,  that 
have  often  produced  an  immediate 
Change  ?  If  we  are  defirous  to  in- 
form ourfelves  by  Examples,  why  do 
we  not  call  to  Mind  the  Roman  Govern- 
ment ?  When  popular,  it  was  fo  full 
of  Tumults,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Wifdom  of  fome  few,  united  with  the 
military  Power,  that  Republic  would  have 
had  but  very  iliort  Exiftence.  Why  do 
we  not  recoiled:  how  the  flourifliing  and 
powerful  City  of  Athcm  was  enflaved  by 

its 
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Its  own  Citizens  and  Foreigners,  folely  by 
Means  of  material  Affairs  being  left  to 
the  Determination  of  the  Multitude  ?  But 
J  cannot  comprehend  why  you  fhould  not 
be  fatisfied  that  a  fufficient  and  permanent 
Liberty  is  not  already  provided  for,  in  the 
manner  we  have  fetded  with  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  iince  every  Thing  is  left  to  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  Magiflrates,  who  are  not  cre- 
ated for  Life,  nor  elected  by  a  few ;  but, 
according  to  the  antient  Cuftom  of  this 
City,  the  Qualified  are  left  to  the  Chance 
i  of  a  popular  Ballot.  How,  therefore,  is  it 
pollible  that  in  fuch  an  Eledion,  either 
Fadion  or  particul'ar  Friendfhip  fliould 
any  ways  interfere  ?  According  to  the  pre- 
fent  Inilitudon,  we  are  certain  that  Mat- 
ters of  Importance  will  be  examined  and 
directed  by  Men  of  Wifdom  and  Experi- 
ence, who  will  govern  with  better  Order 
and  more  Secrecy,  than  the  Populace  who 
are  uncapable  of  fuch  Matters,  and  w^ho 
are  fometimes  without  Reafon  as  profufe, 
as  at  others  unneceiTarily  fordid,  which 
Extremes  will  always  occafion  greater  Ex- 
pences  and  Dangers.  As  Paolo  Antonio 
has  rightly  obferved,  the  diftempered  State 
S  of 
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of  Italy^  and  of  our  City  in  particular'^ 
much  demands  our  prefent  Attention. 
What  Imprudence  would  it  then  be,  when 
the  ablcil  Phyficians,  and  the  moft  expe- 
rienced are  neeeffary,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
lefs  able,  and  lefs  experienced?  On  the 
whole,  it  is  certain,  that  by  giving  the 
People  a  moderate  Share  of  the  Admini- 
ftration,  you  will  govern  them  with  more 
Tranquility,  than  by  leaving  every  Thing 
abfolutely  in  their  own  DifpofaL  That 
would  render  them  infolent  and  ftubborn, 
and  put  it  for  ever  out  of  your  Power  ta 
rule  them  with  Mildnefs  and  wholefom 
Counfels. 

In  a  Confultation  like  this,  amongfl:  rt' 
few  of  the  mofl  eminent  Citizens,  that 
Proportion  would  have  been  the  likelieft 
to  be  carried,  that  confined  the  Govern-^ 
ment  to  a  lefs  Number ;  if,  in  the  Coun- 
fels of  Men,  .the  Divine  Authority  had 
not  been  made  to  appear  by  the  Mouth  of 
Girolamo  Savanarola  of  Ferrara,  This 
Man  was  a  Dominican  Friar,  had  been 
a  Preacher  many  Years  in  Florence^  was 
famous  for  his  Dodtrine,  and  for  a  reput- 

cd 


THEWARSIN  ITALT. 

ed  Sandtity  :  He  was  looked  on  by  moft 
People  as  a  Prophet  j  for  at  the  Time  Italy 
was  in  the  greateft  Tranquility,  he  had 
often  difcourfed  in  his  Sermons  of  the 
marching  of  foreign  Armies  into  Iialy\ 
and  Invaiions  which  would  greatly  terrify 
■  the  People  -,  that  neither  Walls  nor  Ar- 
mies would  be  able  to  refiil:  their  Power ; 
afferting,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  what  he 
conilantly  advanced  was  not  by  Way  of 
human  Forefight,  Learning,  or  political 
Obfervations ;  but  purely  by  Divine  In- 
fpiration.  He  had  alfo  given  fome  Hints 
of  the  Change  of  the  Florenti?2e  Govern- 
ment, and  now  publicly  teftifying  his  Ab- 
horrence of,  and  bitterly  inveighing  againft 
the  Form  fettled  in  the  lafl  Parliament, 
affirmed  it  was  the  Will  of  God,  that  a 
popukr^Goyernment  fhould  be  eftablilhed 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  not  to  leave  it  in  the 
Power  of  a  few  to  fhake  its  Security,  and 
opprefs  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 

The  Reverence  which  was  paid  to  his 

Name,  joined  to  the  Inclinations  of  m.any, 

had  fuch  an  Influence,  that  the  oppolite 

Party  could  not  withfland  the  Clamour ; 

S  2  and. 
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^.   !>'  and,  therefore,  after  feveral   Debates,    it 

.JZ^li^was   finally   determined    that   a  Council 

;  fhould  be  formed  of  the  whole  Body  of 

3  the  Citizens :  But  the  low  Populace  (as 

was  reported  by  Way  of  Dcrifion  all  over 

Ifaljj  to  be  the  Cafe)  was  not  convened, 

but  only  thofe,  who,  according  to  the  an- 

tient  Laws,  were  qualified  to  participate 

of  the  Government. 

In  this  Council  nothing  elfe  was  to  be 
treated  of  but  the  Ele(5tion  of  all  the  Ma- 
giftrates  for  the  City  and  State,  the  Rati- 
fication of  Subfidies,  and  of  the  Laws  for* 
merly  enaded  by  the  Magillrates  and 
Privy-Council.  Next  to  quell  the  prcfent 
Ferment,  and  remove  all  Caufes  of  fu- 
ture Difcords,  in  Imitation  of  the  ^tbe- 
fiiajJSy  it  was  by  public  Decree  ordered, 
that  all  paft  Tranfgrefiions  and  Treafons 
fliould  be  forgiven. 

On  this  Bafis,  perhaps,  might  have 
been  created  a  well  regulated  and  folid 
Conftitution,  if  the  Amendments  propofed 
by  feveral  wife  Citizens,  had  been  then 
admitted  >  but  as  this  could  not  be  efl'eded 

without 
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without  the  Confent  of  many,  who,  for  ^-  ^• 
their  paft  Behaviour,  were  fufpeded,  they  o^y-^j 
were  not  mentioned;  and  it  was  agreed 
for  the  prefent,  only  to  fettle  the  Grand 
Council,  as  the  Bulwark  of  tlieir  recovered 
Liberty ;  and  put  off  the  Amendments, 
till  thofe,  who  at  prefent  had  not  Capaci- 
ty, nor  Senfe  enough  to  judge  properly, 
fliould,  by  Experience,  become  fenfiblc 
they  were  neceilary  for  the  public  Wel- 
fare. 

The  King  o?Fra?ice  in  the  mean  Time,  charUs 
gfter  the  Acquifition  of  Naples,  to  com- ^^'J.'jj^^' 
pleat  his  Vidory,  applied  himfelf  princi-  the  King- 
cipally  to  two  Things ;  one  was  the  Re-^^j^^^^ 
dudion  of  the   two  Caflles   Niicvo  and 
deir  Uovo  -y  for  the  Tower  of  San  Vificentioy 
that  guarded  the  Port,    he  had  already 
taken  with  Eafe  :    The  other,  to  reduce 
the  Remainder  of  the  Kingdom;  in  com- 
paring which.  Fortune  accompanied  him 
with  her  ufual  Favours  ;  for  Caille  Niwvo 
(the  Habitation  of  the  Neapolitan  Kings) 
iituated  on  the  Borders  of  the  Sea,  by  the 
Treachery  and  Avarice  of  Five  Hundred 
Qermam  in  Garrifon,  furrendered  without: 
S  3  Refiftauc^a 
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Refinance,  on  their  being  permitted  to 
retire  fafe,  and  loaded  with  what  Treafure 
they  could  cany  away*.  Great  Plenty  of 
Provifions  was  found  in  the  Caflle,  which 
Charles  inconsiderately  diilributed  amongft 
fome  of  his  People,  without  refledting  what 
might  be  the  Confequence. 

CASTLE  deir  Uovo  was  founded  on  a 
Rock  in  the  Sea,  formerly  joined  to  the 
Land,  till  feparated  by  Lucidlus,  and  is 
now  united  by  a  narrow  Bridge.  It  lies 
at  fo  fmall  a  Diftance  from  the  Town,  that 
the  Artillery  might  play  upon  it,  and  da^ 
mage  the  Walls,  but  could  not  hurt  the 
Rock ;  neverthekfs,  after  a  few  Days 
Siege,  the  Garrifon  agreed  to  furrender, 
if  not  fuccoured  in  a  Week's  Time. 


TaeKing-  Several  different  Parties  were  fent 
^NTpk!x^-  about  to  fubdue  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
duced  by  but  there  w^as  little  room  for  Ad:ion,  for 
'^'^""''the  Barons  and  Magiftrates  of  the  Towns 
contending  w^ho  fliould  be  firft  to  acknow^ 

ledge 

*  Gh'vh  write?  that  the  royal  Treafure,  carried  away 
by  the  Getmam,  exceeded  the  Value  of  a  Million  of  Gol- 
den Ducats. 
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ledge  their  new  Sovereign ;  and  the  Gover- 
nors of  mofl  of  the  Fortreffes,  either  out 
of  Inclination  or  Fear,  gave  them  up 
at  the  firft  Summons.  The  Citadel  of 
Gaefdy  flrong  and  well  provided  with  all 
Neceffaries,  after  a  weak  Refiftance,  fur- 
rendered  at  Difcretion ;  fo  that  in  a  few 
Days,  with  a  wonderful  Facility,  Charles 
made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  whole  King' 
dom,  excepting  the  Ifle  of  Ifchia^  the 
Citadels  of  Brindifi  and  Gallipoli,  in  the 
Province  of  Fuglia ;  and  in  Calahiia^  the 
Citadel  of  Reggio,  fituated  on  that  Point 
of  Italy  which  faces  Sicily, 

But  foon  after  the  People  of  Turpia 
and  Mantia^  who  had  been  feme  of  the 
firil  in  fetting  up  the  Freiicb  Enfigns,  on 
being  apprized  that  their  Towns  were  dif~ 
pofed  of  to  Favourites,  revolted  again  to 
their  former  Lord,  being  determined  not 
to  fubjed  themfelves  to  any  one  under  the 
Degree  of  a  King.  Their  Example  was 
followed  by  the  Town  of  Brindijiy  where 
the  Inhabitants  were  exafperated  at  the 
lilde  Regard  Charles  had  paid  to  their  De- 
pqties  5  and  as  he  had  neglected  to  fend  a 
S  4-  Gar« 
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Garrifon,  the  Officers  in  the  Citadel,  who 
held  out  for  Ferdinando^  took  the  City 
into  their  Protedtion.  The  Magiftrates  of 
biranto  finding  alfo  no  Perfon  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  their  Allegiance,  de- 
clared once  more  for  the  Arragonians, 

B  u  T  all  the  Barons  and  great  Men  of 
the  Kingdom  came  to  pay  their  Homage 
to  their  new  Sovereign,  excepting  a  very 
few,  who  retired  into  Sicily^  after  their 
Eftates  had  been  confifcated  and  given 
away ;  and  the  Marquis  of  Pefcara^  Go- 
vernor of  Caftle  Nuovo,  who  followed 
Ftrdinando^  as  foon  as  he  received  Intel- 
ligence of  the  treacherous  Deligns  of  the 
Germans. 


Charles  Charles,  to  fecure  this  vaft  Acqyifiti- 
^'p^dcrl'gl  0^5  ^^s  defirous  to  treat  with  Y^onFederigo^ 
ferdivar.  j^d  had  fcnt  him  a  Paffport  before  the  ta- 
king of  Caftle  Niiovo.  Fedtrigo  had  refided 
in  France^  in  the  Reign  oi  Leicis  XI.  and 
was  very  much  refpecfted  for  his  Affinity 
to  the  Royal  Family  of  Naples.  The  King 
told  him,  that  in  Cafe  Ferdinaizda  ^ould 
^nvc  up  what  little  remained  unconquercc}, 

he 
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he  would  grant  him  vaft  Pofleflions  in 
France^  fuch  as  might  prove  a  fufBcient 
Recompence  for  his  LolTes.  But  Federigo 
being  apprized  of  his  Nephew*s  Inten- 
tions not  to  accept  of  any  Terms,  but 
fuch  as  would  conflitute  him  in  tire  Ma- 
iler of  Calabria^  very  gravely  replied,  fince 
God,  Fortune,  and  the  Will  of  the  Peo- 
ple, had  concurred  to  beflow  on  his  mofl 
Chriflian  Majefly  the  Kingdom  of  Naples y 
Ferdinando  would  not  reiift  the  Difpofi- 
tions  of  Providence,  nor  be  any  ways 
afhamed  to  fubmit  to  fo  great  and  mighty 
a  Prince  ;  but,  like  the  reft,  be  under  his 
Obedience,  and  at  his  Devotion,  provided 
fome  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  hinting  at 
Calabria^  was  afligned  him.  If  this  was 
granted,  he  fhould  there  pafs  his  Days, 
not  as  King,  but  as  one  of  his  Barons, 
and  adore  the  Clemency  and  Generoiity 
Df  a  Monarch,  in  whofe  Service,  fome- 
time  or  other,  he  hoped  to  have  an  Op- 
portunity of  fhewing  that  Refolution, 
which  his  ill  Fortune  had  not  permitted 
him  to  exercife  in  his  own  Behalf.  He 
obferved  that  nothing  could  be  more  glo- 
rious than  fuch  a  Conceflion  :  It  would 

be 
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be  parallel  to  the  Deeds  of  the  ancient 
Heroes  -,  who,  by  fuch  noble  Ads  of  Re- 
fignation,  had  rendered  their  Fame  im- 
mortal, and  obtained  from  the  People  di- 
vine Honours  :  A  Con  cell  ion  not  lefs 
fafe  than  honourable.  For  after  FerJi" 
nando\  Submiffion,  the  Kingdom  would 
be  fetdcd  without  any  Danger  of  a  Change  y 
which  proves  often  the  Cafe  whc:  new 
Acquifitions,  obtained  by  force  of  iirms, 
are  not  fecured  by  Moderation  and  Pru- 
dence ;  many  unforefeen  Accidents  may 
then  arife,  and  render  abortive  the  Fruits  of 
a  Vid:ory.  But  Charles^  judging  it  by  no 
Means  advifeable  to  give  up  to  his  Com- 
petitor any  Part  that  might  endanger  the 
reft,  Fedcrigo  was  difmiffed. 

Frr^inan-      When    FerJi namJo  hcavd  of  thc  Sur- 

ao  retires 

moSui/j.  render  of  the  Caltles,  he  left  the  Care 
of  the  Citadel  of  Ifchia  to  Im'co  DaihiJo^ 
who,  as  well  as  his  Brother  Alfonfi,  like  an 
Officer  of  incorrupted  Fidelity,  retired 
into  Sicily  with  the  Sixteen  ill-armed 
Gallies,  he  had  taken  with  him  from 
Naples^  to  be  there  at  hand,  to  counte- 
nance and  affift  any  Pvifing  in  his  Favour, 

C  H  A  R  J-  E  s 
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Charles,  in  order  to  deprive  his o^^ 
Enemies  of  a  Place  which  might  greatly 
annoy  him,  had  fent  to  Ifchia  thofe  Forces 
which  by  this  Time  were  arrived  with 
his  Fleet  in  the  Port  of  Naples,  The 
Town  was  abandoned  on  their  Appear-  ' 
ance,  but  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
attack  the  Fort,  being  too  well  fortified 
to,  be  taken  by  their  fmall  Forces.  This 
put  the  King  on  fending  for  other  VelTels 
from  Provence  and  Ge?ioa  -,  for  unlefs  he 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  that  Ifland,  he 
could  not  fecure  the  Seas  from  Ferdi^ 
nando\  Gallies.  But  Diligence  and  Care 
did  not  keep  Pace  with  his  good  Fortune : 
His  Orders  were  not  readily  complied, 
with,  but  executed  with  great  Negligence 
and  Confuiion.  The  French  in  general 
were  become  infolent  by  fo  much  Prof- 
perity,  and  giving  themfelves  up  to  Plea- 
fure  and  Diveriions,  left  to  Chance  Mat- 
ters of  the  grcatefl  Moment ;  whilft  thofe 
who  were  in  Favour  procured  improper 
Grants,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Ho- 
jiour,  Dignity,  or  Interell  of  their  Prince. 

About 
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A  B'o  u  T  this  Time  died  zt  Naples,  Gemin 
the  Ottoman,  to  the  great  Concern  of  the 
Cfmin'%  ^^^S>  ^^^  expedted  he  would  have  been 
Death,  very  ufeful  in  the  War  he  intended  to 
wage  againft  the  Turks.  It  was  firmly 
believed  that  his  Death  proceeded  from 
a  (low  Poifon,  given  him  by  the  Pope, 
before  he  left  Rome  ;  becaufe  he  had  in  a 
manner  been  forced  from  him,  and  thereby 
deprived  of  the  yearly  Penfion  of  Forty 
Thoufand  Crowns :  Thus  he  gratified 
his  Revenge,  by  hindering  others  from 
reaping  that  Profit  which  he  could  no 
longer  enjoy  himfelf  ^  or  perhaps  he  en- 
vied the  King's  Profperity,  and  feared  his 
Succefs  againft  the  Turk,  leaft  after  all  his 
Vicflories,  fome  great  Men,  not  out  of  Zeal, 
but  from  private  Views,  fliould  prevail 
pn  him  to  turn  his  Thoughts  on  a  Re- 
formation of  the  Church  ;  for  the  Dif- 
cipline  was  fo  degenerated  from  the  an- 
cient Cuftoms,  that  the  Authority  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion  had  greatly  declined  ; 
and  every  one  expc(^ed  it  would  do  fo 
more  and  inPr^  during  this  Pontificate, 
acquired  by  ill  Pra^ices,  and  adminiftere(J 
with  worfe,    than  were  ever  knovvn  or 

hQ^4 
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heard  of.     Nor  were  there  wanting  thofe  ^-  D. 
who  believed  (for  the  iniquitous  Life  of  ^.J^^!^ 
this  Pope  made  the  greatefl  Villanies  cre- 
dible) that  Bajazet^   on   hearing  of  the 
King  of  Frances  Expedition  into  Italjy 
had  with  a  large  Sum  of  Money  bribed 
Alexander^    by  the  Means  ©f  Bucciardo^ 
to  put  Gemin  to  Death. 

But  Charles  did  not  for  this  give 
over  the  Thoughts  of  his  7urkijh  Enter- 
prize,  but  fent  into  Greece  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Diirazzo,  a  Native  of  Albania^ 
who  had  given  him  Hopes,  through  his 
Intereil,  to  create  Commotions  in  thofe 
Parts.  However,  new  Incidents  obliged 
him  to  turn  his  Mind  to  other  Objedts. 

I  T  has  been  faid,  that  the  Deiire  oi lodo'vUo 
ufurping  the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  together  ^^'■"''*^.»^ 
with  the  Fear  of  Piero  de  Medici ,  andprogrcii. 
the  Arragojiians,  were  the  Motives  which 
induced  Lodovico  to  procure  this  Invafion 
of  the  French :    But   after  obtaining  his 
ambitious  Views,  by  the  Deftrudion  of 
his  Enemies,  he  was  feized  with  a  fecond 
Fear^    much   more  juft    and   reafonable 

than 
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^'  D.  than  the  former,  namely,  of  the  immedlatdr 
{y^^^^  Slavery  of  himfelf  and  all  the  Italians  5 
too  probable  an  Event,  were  the  King  of 
France  to  remain  Mailer  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples,  He  was  in  Hopes  he  would 
have  met  with  more  Difficulties  at  i%- 
rence^  but  obfervtng  how  eafily  he  had 
agreed  with  that  Republick,  with  how 
much  Facility  overcome  the  Oppofition 
made  by  the  Pope,  and  entered  the  King- 
dom of  Naples  without  any  Obftacle,  his 
Danger  feemed  every  Day  to  encreafe. 

As  atfo  The  fame  Terror  began  alfo  to  feize 
hLj!"^'  the  Minds  ofthe^>;/^//V/;2j,  who  had  hither-* 
to  been  fteady  in  their  Refolution  of  being, 
neuter;  and  with  great Circumfpedtion  had 
abflained  not  only  from  adling,  but  from 
all  Appearances  which  might  render  them 
fufpedted  of  any  Inclination  to  favour  one 
Side  more  than  the  other  :  For  this  Rea- 
fon  they  had  not  appointed  their  Ambaf- 
fadors  Loderano  and  Domenico  T^rc^cifano  to 
compliment  the  King  till  he  had  pafTed 
the  Alps^  and  then  detained  them  till  he 
was  arrived  at  Florence, 

But 
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But  now  alarmed  at  this  Torrent  of  ^-  ^• 
Profperity,  and  feeing  the  King,  like^li^ 
Lightning,  make  his  Way  through  all 
Italy  without  Reiiflance,  they  began  to  be 
feniible  that  the  Deflruffion  of  the  Ar^ 
ragonians  rendered  their  own  Situation 
dangerous,  and  fearful  that  their  Neigh- 
bours Ruin  would  quickly  be  followed 
by  their  own.  The  occupying  of  Fifa^ 
with  the  Caftles  of  the  Florentines j  leaving 
a  Garrifon  in  Siena^  and  in  the  Pope's  Ter- 
ritories, were  flirewd  Tokens  of  Charles  % 
further  Defigns. 

Terrified  with  thefe  Coniidera- 
tions,  they  willingly  liilened  to  Lodovico's 
Propofals  5  who,  as  foon  as  the  King  left 
Tujcajiy^  began  to  treat  with,  and  invite 
them  to  join  him,  and  fave  all  Italy  from 
becoming  a  Province  to  France,  It  was 
thought,  that  if  Charles  had  met  with  any 
Difficulties  in  his  March  to  Naples,  the 
Venetia?is,  at  Lodovicos  Infligation,  would 
have  declared  againfl  him :  But  the 
Vidory  following  fo  fuddenly,  put  an 
Obflacle  to  all  that  was  doing  to  prevent 
it. 

Charles 
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{y^^J-\j  Charles  fufpedled  the  Duke  of 
Milans  Intentions,  and  therefore  took 
into  his  Service  Gianjacopo  Trivulzi^  who 
was  his  Enemy,  as  being  at  the  Head  of 
the  Guelf  Party  in  Milan,  and  afligned 
him  an  Hundred  Lances,  with  an  ample 
Salary.  He  next,  with  many  fair  Prornifes, 
brought  into  his  Intcrefl  the  Cardinal 
Fregojb,  and  Objeito  del  Fiejco,  powerful 
Inftruments  for  raifing  Commotions  in 
Ge7ioa,  and  refufed  to  grant  Lodovico  the 
promifed  Inveftiture  of  the  Principality  of 
T^aranio ;  afferting  he  could  not  lay  any 
Claim  to  that  Promife,  until  the  whole 
Kingdom  was  entirely  fubdued. 

These  Proceedings  gave  Lcdovico  a 
Handle  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  Twelve 
Gallies  that  were  equipping  for  the  King 
at  Genoa ;  and  alfo  to  order  that  no 
armed  Veffels  fhould  be  taken  into  the 
French  Service  in  that  Port.  The  King 
made  great  Complaints  of  this  Ulage, 
which,  he  faid,  rendered  him  incapable 
of  getting  together  a  Fleet  fufficient  to 
take  Ifchia. 

The 
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The  Venetians  and  Lodovico^  appre- 
hending their  Danger  to  be  greater  than 
in  reality  it  was,  determined  to  put  their 
Schemes  in  Execution,  and  engaged  the 
more  readily  as  they  were  fure  of  power* 
ful  Confederates  :  For  not  only  the  terri- 
fied Pontiff,  but  alfo  Maximilian  Ccefar^ 
who  on  many  Accounts  was  an  Enemy 
to  Fra7ice^  and  had  received  feveral  perfonal 
Injuries  from  Charles^  were  determined  to 
unite  their  Forces  againil  him  :  But  what 
the  Senate  and  Sforza  relied  moftly  upon, 
was  the  Afliftance  of  Ferdinando  and 
Ifabellay  Sovereigns  of  Spain, 

I  N  their  late  Treaty  with  the  King  of 
France^  they  had  engaged  not  to  molefl: 
him  in  the  Acquifition  of  Naples^  folely 
to  get  PoiTeiTion  of  the  Roufillon:  For, 
cunningly  to  evade  their  Engagement, 
(if  the  Report  be  true  which  they 
gave  out)  they  pretended  there  was  a 
Claufe  in  the  Articles,  by  which  they 
obliged  themfelves  to  nothing  that  might  • 
Prejudice  the  Church  ;  and  therefore  if 
the  Pope  complained  that  his  Right  oi 
T  Fief 
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^-  ^-  Fief  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  fullered 
(J^^^^by  this  Change,  they  were  at  Liberty  to 
eipoufe  his  Caufe.  They  added.  That 
it  was  alfo  inferted  in  the  Articles,  they 
would  not  oppofe  the  King  in  the  Aequi- 
lition  of  Naples^  provided  h&  had  a  good 
and  juft  Title. 

B  u  T  be  this  as  it  will,  certain  it  18, 
that  as  foon  as  they  got  PoffefTion  of  the 
Roujillojiy  they  gave  Hopes  of  their  Affiil- 
ance  to  the  ArragonianSy  and  earneftly 
underhand  intreated  the  Pope  to  protedt 
them.  They  begged  of  the  King  of 
Frajice^  firft  in  a  friendly  manner,  as 
deiirous  of  his  Gloiy,  and  out  of  Zeal 
for  Religion,  that  he  would  turn  his  Arms 
againil:  the  Turh^  and  not  molefl  any 
Chriftian  Power  \  but  afterwards  preffed 
the  fame  with  more  Vehemence,  and 
in  Terms  more  fufpicious,  according  to 
tlie  Progrefs  he  made  in  Italy.  And  that 
their  Reprefentations  might  be  accom- 
panied with  greater  Weight,  and-  alfo  to 
convince  the  Pope  and  the  Arragonians 
of  their  Sincerity,  under  colour  of  fccuring 
Sicth\    they   had  prepared  a   Squadron  y 

which. 
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which,  however,  did  not  arrive  till  Naples  ^-   ^^ 
was  loft;   and,     according     to     Spa?2ijh ^^^^^^^ 
Cuftom,  this  mighty  Armada  was  found 
to  be  a  Rhodomontade  ;  for  there  were 
on  board  but  Eight  Hundred   Gennets, 
and  a  Thoufand  SpaniJJj  Foot. 

They  proceeded  in  this  diffembling 
manner  till  the  Coloniieje  had  occupied 
OJita,  and  the  Threats  uttered  againft 
the  Pope  gave  them  a  more  plaufible 
Reafon  to  difcover  what  they  had  already 
conceived  in  their  Minds.  They  then 
(which  was  before  the  King  left  Florence^ 
publickly  declared  by  their  AmbafTador 
Antonio  Fonfeca^  that,according  to  a  lauda- 
ble Cuftom  amongft  Chriftian  Princes, 
they  would  take  under  their  Protection 
the  Pope  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
which  was  a  Fief  of  the  Roman  Church. 
At  the  fame  time  they  began  to  treat 
with  the Fenefians  and  the  Duke  of  Milan-, 
and,  after  the  Flight  of  the  Arragonians^ 
follicited,  tliat  for  the  common  Safety,  they 
would  join  with  them  in  an  Alliance  againft 
the  French. 

T  %  At 
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A  T  lafl,  in  the  Month  of  ^pril,  Irf 
Venice^  whither  all  the  Ambaffadors  had 
A  League  refortcd,  a  Confederacy  was  concluded 
^^i^g^^J' between  the  Pope,  the  King  of  the  Romans, 
France,  the  Sovcrcigns  of  Spain ^  *  the  Venetians, 
and  the  Duke  of  Milan,  By  the  Articles 
which  were  publifhed,  it  appeared,  that 
the  only  Intent  of  this  League  was  to 
protect  each  others  Dominions,  and  all 
Princes  were  invited  to  accede  to  it. 
Biit  as  they  were  unanimous,  that  Charles 
fhould  not  keep  Poffeflion  of  the  King- 
dom of  Naples,  it  was  flipulated  in  the 
fecret  Articles,  that  the  Spaniards  who 
were  in  Sicily  fhould  aflifl  Ferdinando,  in 
order  to  reinflate  him,  which,  as  was 
apprehended,  might  be  effeded  witli 
Eafe :  the  Inhabitants  of  Calabria  havins: 
already  invited  him  to  come  over  ;  that 
the  Venetians  fliould  at  the  flime  Time 
attack  the  maritime  Coafts  of  the  Kinp-- 
-dom  with  their  Fleet;  that  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  to  prevent  frefh  Succours  from 
France,  fliould  pofiefs  himfelf  of  AJU, 
where  the  Duke  of  Orleans  relided  with 


*  After  Tirdinando  had  married    Uahella^  they  were 
called  by  the  Italian  Hiftorianj,  the  Kings  of  ^pain. 
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n  few  Troops ;  and  the  King  of  the  Ro- 
mans and  the  Kings  of  Sfain  fhould  be 
allowed  by  the  other  Confederates  a  cer-* 
tain  Sum  of  Money,  the  better  to  enable 
thqm  to  undertake  this  War.  All  the 
Jtalian  Potentates,  but  in  a  particular 
manner  the  Florentines^  and  the  Duke  of 
Ferrara,  were  follicited  to  Join  \i\  th? 
Alliance, 

The  Duke  of  Ferrara^  before  the 
Publication  of  the  Treaty,  pretending  to 
be  neutral,  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  up 
Arms  againfl  the  King  of  France ;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  with  Italian  Caution, 
permitted  his  Son  Alfonjo  to  go  into  the 
Service  of  the  Duke  of  Milan  with  a 
Plundred  and  Fifty  Men  at  Arms,  and 
gave  him  the  Title  of  Lieutenant-General. 

The  Florentines  had  many  ftrong 
Reafons  for  accepting  the  great  Offers 
that  were  made  them  :  For  as  foon  as 
the  Treaty  was  divulged,  I^odovico  Sforza 
engaged,  that  the  whole  Strength  of  the 
League  fliould  protect  their  State  againil 
the  King,  if  he  offered  to  attack  them 
T  3  ill 
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^-  ^'   in  his  Return,  and  alfo  aflijft  them  in  re- 
(^^.y^  covering  Pifa  and  Livorno, 

The  Florentines  had  many  other  In- 
ducements to  comply  with  this  Requeft 
'  of  the  Allies  :  For  the  King  paid  lefs 
Regard  to  his  Promifes  and  Oaths,  than 
to  the  Counfels  of  fome  of  his  Favourites, 
who  made  him  believe,  that  the  Inftant 
they  were  freed  from  any  Dependance  on 
him,  they  would  unite  with  the  reft  of 
the  Italians  againft  him  5  on  this  Perfua- 
fion  he  had  neither  reftored  the  Caftles, 
nor  put  them  in  Poffeffion  of  Pifa,  or 
its  Territory,  The  Cardinal  of  St.  Mala 
yery  faintly  oppofed  thefe  Counfels,  altho' 
he  had  received  a  large  Sum  of  Money 
from  the  Florentines  to  patronize  their 
Caufe,  and  promote  their  Interefl  ;  which 
he  took  little  care  of,  not  only  on  this, 
but  alfo  on  many  other  Occalions. 

T  H  E  King  had  given  Proofs  of  the 
fmall  Value  he  fet  on  their  Friendfliip, 
when  their  AmbalTadors  complained  of 
the  Rebellion  of  MontepulcianOy  and  de- 
ijred  him  to  oblige  the  Senefe  to  reflore  it ; 

for 
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for  he  anfwered  with  a  Sneer,  "  What 
can  I  do,  if  your  own  Subjed:s  rebel,  on 
account  of  their  lU-ufage  ?  "  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  thefe  Provocations,  the  F/a- 
rentines  would  not  fuifer  their  Refentment 
to  get  the  better  of  their  Judgment ;  but  on 
various  Confiderations  were  determined 
not  to  hearken  to  the  Propofals  of  the 
Confederates.  They  were  unwilling  to 
run  any  Rifque  from  the  King's  Difpleafure 
in  his  Return,  and  had  feme  Hopes  of 
procuring  the  Reftoration  of  their  Towns. 
Befides,  they  trufted  litde  to  the  fair  Pro- 
mifes  of  the  Allies ;  being  fatisfied  they 
were  hated  by  the  Venetians  for  oppofing 
their  Undertakings  \  and  well  knowing 
that  Lodovico  himfelf  afpire4  to  the  Do^ 
minion  of  Pifa, 


The  Credit  of  the  French  was  by  this  i\\  Qq^, 
Time  very  much  funk  in  the  Kingdom  of  ^u<^o^fhe 
Naples ;  for,  by  giving  themfelves  up  to 
Diverlions,  and  leaving  the  Government  to 
Chance,  they  had  negle(^ed  to  expel  the 
Arragoniam  from  the  feW  Places  they 
pofTeiTed,  which  might  have  eafily  been 
^QinpafTed,  had  they  purfued  their  good 
T  4  Fortune* 


H9S- 
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^iP'  Fortune.  Many  Reafons  contributed  to 
^  encreafe  the  People's  Difcontent ;  fpr  al-r 
though  the  King  had  given  Marks  of  his 
Generofity,  on  feveral  Occafions,  by  grant- 
ing in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  fuch  Pri- 
vileges and  Exemptions,  as  would  have 
leiTened  the  Royal  Revenue  above  Two 
Hundred  Thoufand  Crowns  a  Year,  yet 
Other  Matters  were  not  ordered  with  the 
Prudence  that  was  neceffary. 

Charles  was  naturally  very  indolent, 
and  left  the  Management  of  all  weighty 
Affair^  to  his  Minifters,  who,  either  thrp* 
Ignorance  or  Avarice,  threw  every  Thing 
into  Confufiqn :  The  Barons  were  not 
treated  v^ith  the  Refpec^  due  to  their 
Rank,  nor  rewarded  according  to  their  Me- 
rit, unlefs  by  Accident :  They  were  ad- 
mitted with  Difficulty  to  the  King's  Pre- 
.  fence  ;  no  Regard  was  paid  to  the  diffe- 
rent D,cgrees  of  Quality  ^  and  no  Pains 
taken  to  confirm  the  Difaffedion  of 
thofe  who  \yere  already  ill-difpofed  to- 
v^ards  the  Arragojuans.  Many  Difficult 
ties  were  raifed  to  protract  the  Rcftitution 
ef  the  forfeited  Eftates  that  had  been  taken 

from 


ment. 
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from  thofe  of  the  Anjouin  Fadion,  and  ^-  ^• 
other  Barons  expelled  by  old  Ferdinando,  {J^^^^ 
No  Favours  were  beftowed  without  Bribes, 
and  many  Perfons,  without  Reafon,  were 
difplaced^  Pofts  of  Profit,  and  moft  of 
the  Crown  Lands,  were  diflributed  amongft 
the  French,  to  the  great  Mortification  of 
the  Neapolitans. 

These  Proceedings  created  great  Un-  The  New 
eafmefs    in    the   Minds   of    the  People,  (^;^^;"/^j^^ 
efpecially  when  they  confidered,  that  the  French 
Government  of  the  Arragoniam,  though    ^^^"^"^ 
fevere,  yet  had  been  tempered  with  Regula- 
rity and  Prudence,  and  that  they  had  been 
miflaken  as  to  the  Benefits  they  expelled 
from  this  Change :  To  this  they  added 
the  natural  Vanity  of  the  French,  encreaf- 
ed  by  their  Vid:ories,  which  infpired  them 
with   a   Contempt  for   all   the  Italians  5 
and  their  Infolence,  and  rude  Behaviour 
in  the  Houfes  where  they  were  quartered, 
not  only  in  Naples,  but  all  over  the  King- 
dom, were  become  infupportable. 

This  unexpedled  Treatment  had  in- 
tirely  alienated  the  AfFe<5tions  of  the  Peo- 
ple 
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pic,  and  converted  their  former  Affe(flion 
into  violent  Hatred  ;  aiid,  on  the  contra- 
ry, their  Averiion  to  the  Afragoiiians  was 
turned   into   Efteeni.     They   compaflio- 
nated  Ferdinando^  from  v^hofe  Virtue  they 
had  Reafon  to  have   expedted  great  At-^ 
chievements  :    They  called  to  mind  his 
laft  Speech,  delivered  vv^ith  fo  much  Mild- 
nefs  and  Refolution  :  In  fine,  they  wanted 
nothing  but  an  Opportunity  to  replace  on 
the  Throne  that  Family,  to  whofe  De- 
ftru6lion  they  had  fo  lately  contributed. 
Even  the   odious  Name  of  Aljmijo  was 
now  become    agreeable  i  They  qualified 
with  the  Name  of  Juftice,  that  Severity, 
which,  both  in  his  own,  and  his  Father's 
Reign,  was  termed  Cruelty;  and  applaud- 
ed, as  the  Sincerity  of  an  upright  Heart, 
what  was  reputed  Pride  and  Haughtlnefs. 
vThis   is    the   common  Temper    of  the 
/Vulgar,  who  are  inclined  to  hope  for  more 
!  than  they  ought,  and  impatient  under  the 
j  Weight   of  even  necefiary  Burdens,  are 
I  fcon  tired  of  the  prefent,  and  ever  wifli 
for  Novelties  ;    efpecially  the  Inhabitants 
oi  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  who  are  re- 
markably 
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remarkable  in  Italy  for  their  Inconftancy,  ^-   ■2>. 

'  ~    '          -  -'  -^  H95- 


and  Defire  of  Change.  '  * "^^  ^' 


The  King,  before  the  forming  of  the  xhe  King 
above-mentioned  League,  v/as  determined  ^^^'^^^^^ 

T-y  ^  _        .    on  his  Re- 

,  to  return  mto  trance^  more  out  of  Levi-  turn  into 
f  ty,  and  to  pleafe  his  Courtiers,  w^ho  vehe-  ^'■^»'^^* 
'  mently  wifhed  it,  than  out  of  any  prudent 
Motive ;  for  in  his  new  Kingdom  many 
important  Affairs  v^ere  not  yet  fettled,  nor 
could  the  Vidory  be  deemed  compleat, 
till  the  Whole  w^as  fubdued. 


When  the  Articles  of  this  new  Confe- 
deracy came  to  the  King's  Knowledge, 
they  gave  him  a  great  Deal  of  Uneafinefs- 
He  called  a  Council  to  advife  what  was 
proper  to  be  done  upon  fuch  an  unex- 
pedied  Event ;  every  one  agreed  that,  for 
many  Ages,  there  had  not  been  form- 
ed io  powerful  an  Alliance  againfl  any 
one  Prince  in  Europe.  His  Council  was 
pf  Opinion,  they  fhould  haflen  their  De- 
parture for  France^  where  alone  they  could 
-make  fuitable  Preparations;  and  the  longer 
they  flaid,  the  greater  Difficulties  mufl 
arife,  by  giving  Time  to  the  Enemy  to  fall 

upon 
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^•_^-  upon  them  unprepared.  Befides,  it  was 
already  given  out,  that  a  great  Number 
of  Germans  were  marching  into  Italy ^  and 
that  Maximilian  would  command  them  in 
Perfon  :  They  advifed,  that  a  new  Body  of 
Troops  fhould  march  out  of  France  to 
Ajii  to  preferve  that  City,  and  Means 
fhould  be  ufedto  oblige  the  Duke  oi  Mi- 
lan to  keep  at  Home,  and  not  ftir  out  of 
his  own  Country. 

In  the  fame  Council  it  was  fettled,  that 
all  proper  Methods  fhould  be  taken  to  fe- 
parate  the  Pope  from  the  reft  of  the  Al- 
lies, and  to  difpofe  him  to  grant  the  In- 
yeftiture  of  the  Kingdom  j  for  notwith- 
ftanding  his  folemn  Promife,  when  his 
Majefty  was  in  Rome,  he  had  ever  after 
refufed  it,  pretending  his  Promife  was 
made  only  on  Condition  that  it  fhould  not 
prejudice  the  Claims  of  any  other  Prince. 


Cf^arlet 
fends 


But  thefe  weighty  Matters  did  not  put 

Troops    the  Affiiirs  of  Pija   out    of   the   King's 

\nio  Fi/a.  yr^^^^  v/ho  wifhed,    for  many   Reafons,^ 

to  have  that  City  in  his  Power  and  Dif- 

pofal  -y  therefore,  as  he  apprehended  the 

Citadel 
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Citadel  of  that  Town  might  be  endan-  ^'  ^* 
gered  by  the  new  Alliance,  on  the  Re-Q^,..^^^ 
turn  of  the  Pi/an  AmbalTadors,  who  were 
at  his  Court,  hefent  with  them  a. Body  of 
Six  Hundred  Fre?ich  Infantry.  They,  like 
the  reft  of  their  Countrymen,  foon  con- 
ceived an  Affedion  for  the  Pifans,  and 
after  receiving  a  Sum  of  Money,  in  hopes 
of  Booty,  without  the  King's  Orders,  they 
went  to  affift  at  the  Siege  of  Librafatta. 
On  their  Way  they  met  Lucio  MalvezzOy 
who  had  broke  up  that  Siege  for  want  of 
Troops,  but  joining  thefe,  he  went  back 
and  took  the  Town  and  Caftle. 

The  Florentines  were  not  able  to  fuc- 
Gour  Librafatta,  becaufe  the  Waters  of 
the  River  Secchia  had  overflowed  the 
Countiy,  and  they  durft  not  venture  to  go 
a  round-about  Way  by  the  Walls  of  Luc^ 
cay  becaufe  that  Republic  was  entirely  in 
the  Intereft  of  the  Pifans.  The  French 
Officers  put  a  Garrifon  of  their  own  in 
Librafatta,  and,  with  the  Remainder  of 
their  Men  over-run  the  neighbouring  Vil- 
lages, as  declared  Enemies  to  the  Floren- 
iineSy  who  made  grievous  Complaints  to 

the 
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vf.  D,    the  King.     He  promifed  on  his  Return  tcy 
^^J.^^^  redrefs  all  tlieir  Grievances,  and  advifed 
them  to  wait  with  Patience  for  fo  litde  a 
Time. 

Part  of  the     BuT  Charks  met  with  unforefeen  Ac- 
A  m'^^left  ^^^^^^^  >  ^^^  ^^  Army  being  difperfed  over 
to  guard  the  Kingdom,  he  found  he  had  not  a  fuf- 
*j'j;^^^fS"  ficient   Force   to   condud   him   to   j^iy 
Naples,    through  the  Allied  Army,  and  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  leave  Part  of  his  Forces  behind 
him  to  fecure  his  new  Acquifidons :  But 
the  Safety  of  his  Perfon  being  his  chiefeft 
Care,  he  provided  but  indifferently  for  the 
Prefervation  of  his  Conqueil,  and  left  on- 
ly one  half  of  the  Swifs^  part  of  the  In- 
fantry,   Eight    Hundred  French  Lances, 
and  about  Five  Hundred  Italians^  who 
liad  been  inlifted  by  the  Prefe(fl  of  Romey 
by   Profpero  and   Fabritio    Colonnay    and 
Antonello  Savelli, 

These  Commanders  had  been  re- 
warded with  a  good  Share  in  the  Diflri- 
bution  of  the  Towns  and  confifcated 
Eilates,  efpecially  the  Colonnas ;  for  on 
Fabritio  Charles  had  beftowed  the  Terri- 
tories 
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tovics  of  AIM  ^nd  Tagliacozzo,  lately  pof-  ^-  ^• 
fefled  by  Virginia  Orjini ;  and  on  Prof-  v-l^-il 
/^r^  the  Dutchy  of  'Trajetto,  and  the  City 
ofFo?2di,  with  many  other  Caftles  belong- 
ing to  the  Family  of  the  Gaetani ;  as  alfo 
Monte  Forfino^  with  the  neighbouring  Vil- 
lage, taken  from  the  Conti :  He  therefore 
had  Reafon  to  exped:  that  thefe  and  feveral 
other  Barons,  whom  he  had  enriched, 
would  exert  themfelves,  and  unite  with 
his  Troops,  in  Cafe  of  Danger,  as  their 
own  Intereft  would  be  concerned  in  fup* 
porting  his,  and  efpecially  the  Prince  of 
Salerno,  whom  he  had  reflored  to  the 
Office  of  Admiral. 

Gilbert  be  Monpensier  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  of  the  Kingdom  -,  he  was 
a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  had  the  Repute 
of  being  a  brave  General.  Many  other 
Officers  of  Note,  whom  the  King  had 
obliged,  were  difperfed  about  the  King- 
dom :  The  chief  of  thefe  were  Obigniy 
Governor  of  Calabria,  and  Grand-Confta- 
ble  ;  the  Senefchal  of  Beaucaire,  created 
Governor  of  Gaeta,  and  Grand-Chamber- 
lain 3  and  Gratiano  an  experienced  Com- 
mander, 
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mander,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
Care  of  Abruzzo,  The  King  promifed 
to  fend  them  very  fpeedily  Reinforcements 
and  Money  ;  for  he  left  an  Aflignment  for 
no  other  Cafli,  than  the  Produce  of  the 
Finances,  which  was  very  precarious,  the 
Arragonian  Name  gaining  daily  new  Cre- 
dit in  many  Places, 

Fardinan'  B  E  F  o  R  E  Charles  s  Departure,  Ferdi^ 
llbria^'  nando  had  left  Sicily^  and  was  landed  in 
Calabria  with  the  Spafiijlj  Soldiers  ;  many 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Diftrids  im- 
mediately flocking  about  him,  he  foon 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  City  of 
Reggloy  the  Caftle  having  always  held  out 
for  him  :  At  the  fame  time  the  Venetian 
Fleet,  commanded  by  Antonio  Grimaniy 
a  Perfon  of  great  Authority  in  the  Re- 
public, appeared  on  the  Coafts  of  Puglia. 
But  neither  thefe,  nor  many  other  Indica- 
tions of  a  fudden  Change,  were  fufficient 
to  put  off,  or  retard  the  King's  Return. 
'Tis  incredible  the  Eagernefs  he  and  all 
his  Court  expreffed  to  return  to  France -^ 
as  if  Fortune,  which  had  fo  viiibly  affifted 

them 
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them  in  that  Conqueft,  was  alone  fufficient   ^-  ^• 
to  prelerve  it. 

The  Iflands  oi IfchiaznA  Lipariy  tho' 
contiguous  to  Sicily^  belonged  to  the  King- 
dom of  Naples^  and  were  in  Ferdinando\ 
PolTeffion.  Reggio  was  now  recovered,  as 
Was  Terra  Nuovo,  and  its  Citadel,  with 
fome  other  Forts  and  Villages  in  Calabria -, 
Brindiji^  whither  Federigo  had  retired, 
Gallipoli,  Mantia,  and  'Tiirpia^  were  like- 
wife  in  the  Hands  of  the  Arragonians, 

B  E  F  o  R  E  the  King  left  Naples,  he  be- 
gan to  treat  with  the  Pope,  not  without 
fome  Hopes  of  Succefs.  Alexanders  Agent, 
on  this  Occaiion,  was  Cardinal  St.  Dio^ 
nigi,  and  Monf  Franzi,  the  King's  Mini- 
iter.  All  his  Majefly  required  was  the 
Inveftiture  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  and 
that  if  his  Holinefs  had  Reafons  not  to  de- 
clare in  his  Favour,  he  would  not  at  leaft 
join  his  Enemies,  but  admit  him  into 
Rofne  as  a  Friend. 

Alexander  at  firii  feemed  willing 

to  comply;  but  on  farther  Refledion,  not 

U  being 
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^-  ^'  being  able  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  thfc 
^^^.y^  King  could  be  fafely  depended  upgn,  and 
judging  it  imprudent  to  difoblige  the  Al- 
lies, he  ftarted  new  Difficulties  concern- 
ing the  Inveftiture,  in  order  to  break  off 
the  Treaty.  The  King  endeavoured  to 
remove  them,  by  fubmitting  to  take  the 
Inveftiture,  with  theClaufe  infifted  on^^i-z. 
Without  Prejudice  to  any  ones  Right.  But 
the  Pope  then  replied,  he  would  firft  have 
the  Right  judicially  examined. 

Alexander  was  fenfible  his  Refu- 
fal  muft  irritate  the  King  to  the  laft  De- 
gree 'y  therefore,  to  prevent  his  Entrance 
into  Rome^  he  defired  the  Venetians  and 
Lodovico  to  fend  him  a  Body  of  Troops  : 
They  inftantly  difpatched  to  his  Affiftance 
a  Thoufand  Light-Horfe,  and  Two  Thou- 
fand  Foot,  and  promifed  him  alfo  a  Thou- 
fand Men  at  Arms  ;  but  foon  after  they 
began  to  apprehend  it  dangerous  to  leffen 
their  Army  fo  much,  part  thereof  being  al- 
ready employed  again  ft  AJii :  Befides,  they 
diftrufted  the  Pope's  Steadinefs,  on  recol- 
ledling,  that  after  fending  for  Ferdinando 
to  come  into  Rome^  on  Charlcs\  Arrival, 

he 
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he  had  fhamefully  difmiffed  him.  On  ^-  ^•' 
thefe  Confiderations  they  recalled  thofe  ^^^jl^^^^ 
Forces,  and  perfuaded  the  Pope  rather  to 
retire  into  fome  ftrong  Place,  than,  by 
Undertaking  the  Defence  of  Rome,  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  an  unneceffary  Peril ;  for 
the  King's  Situation  was  fuch,  that  he 
could  neither  make  any  Stay  in  that  City, 
nor  leave  behind  him  any  Troops  to  fecure 
it.  People  imagined  thefe  Proceedings 
might  difoblige  his  Holinefs,  and  induce 
him  to  efpoufe  the  French  Intereft. 

Charles  had  not  as  yet,  with  the Ciar/es 
ufual  Ceremonies,  aflumed  the  Royal  En-  K°nTof 
fignss  therefore,  a  few  Days  before  hisNap/es. 
Departure,  he  was  crowned  in  the  Ca- 
thedral, and  received  the  Oaths  of  Alle- 
giance.    The  People  were  reprefented  by 
Joviam  Pontam,    who    gave    no  fmall 
Credit  to  the   Solemnity ;  for  he  was  a 
Perfon  of  great  Learning,    of  an  exem- 
plary Life,  and  had  been  Secretary  to  the 
Arragonian  Kings,    who  entertained   fo 
high  an  Opinion  of  his  Merit,    that  he 
had  been   made  Tutor  to  Alfonfo.    It  was 
thought,  neverthelefs,  that  to  enforce  and 
U  2  dif- 
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difplay  his  Oratory,  or  to  render  himfelf 
more  agreeable  to  the  French^  he  expatiated 
too  copioufly  on  the  Faults  of  thofe  Kings 
who  had  exalted  him :  Which  proves, 
that  on  fome  Occafions  it  is  very  difficult 
to  obfcrve  ourfelves  thofe  Precepts  of  mo- 
ral Virtue,  which  we  endeavour  fo  ear- 
neftly,  and  with  fo  much  Reafon  to  in- 
culcate upon  others. 


Departs  O  N  the  20th  Day  of  May^  the  King 
fromiv^-  j^f^  j^^^i^^^  ^^j^jj^g  ^.^j^  j^jj^  Eight  Hun- 
dred Lances,  a  Guard  of  Two  Hundred 
Gentlemen,  Trivufzi  with  a  Hundred 
Lances,  Three  Thoufand  Swifs,  a  Thou- 
fand  French,  and  a  Thoufand  Gafcons^ 
giving  Orders  to  Camillo  Vitelli  and  his 
Brother  to  join  him  in  I'ufcaity,  with  Two 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Men  at  Arms,  and  for 
the  Fleet  to  return  to  Livonio. 

The  Cafe  ViRGiNio  Orsini,  and  the  Count 
^^JoMoiPittiglano,  followed  on  their  Parole,  but 
and  Count  complained  they  were  unjuftly  detained, 
j/'^^«-  becaufe  when  they  furrendered,  their 
Meffenger  had  not  only  been  promifed  a 
Pafs,  but  the  King  had  figned  one  with 

his 
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his  own  Hand :    That  they  being  inform-  ^' 
ed  of  this  by  a  MeiTcnger,  before  the  Pafs 
was  figned  by  the  Secretaries,  at  the  firft 
Summons  had  eredted  in  Nola  the  King's 
Standard,  and  delivered  the  Keys  to  the 
French  Officer,  who  came  with    a  few 
Horfe,  although  they  had  Four  Hundred 
Men  in  Garrifon,  and  could  have  made 
a  Refinance.      They  then  pleaded  their 
Family's  Attachment  to  the  Crown  of 
France  :   That  they  had  ever  been  of  the 
Gue/f  Party,  for  which  Reafon  they  had  fo 
readily  admitted  the  King  into  their  Domi- 
nions, as  foon  as  he  entered  the  Ron^an  Ter- 
ritory 5  and  therefore  infifled  it  was  neither 
reafonable  nor  juft  they  fhould  be  deem'd 
Prifoners,     But  they  were  anfwered,  that 
Q.  Pafs,  though  granted  and  figned  by  the 
King,  was  of  no  Force,  till  corroborated 
with  the  Royal  Seal,  figned  by  the  Secre- 
taries, and  delivered  to  the  Party.     That 
this   had  ever  been  in  all  Countries  the 
ancient  Rule  and  Standard  in  Conceflions 
of  that  Kind  :    The  Reafon  was,  that  un^ 
guarded   Expreffions    from    the    Prince, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  be  continually  engaged 
in  a  Multiplicity  of  Bufmefs,  and  might 

u  3  ^y^^ 
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not  be  well  inflrudled  in  Fadbs,  fhould  be 
regulated  by  this  Form  :  That  the  Mo- 
tive they  gave  for  their  Surrender  was  not 
the  true  one;  tliey  had  aded  out  of 
NeceiTity  and  Fear;  for  it  was  not  at 
that  Time  in  their  Power  cither  to  defend 
ithemfelves  by  Force  of  Arms,  or  fave 
!  themfelves  by  Flight ;  all  the  Country  a- 
bout  Nola  being  occupied  by  the  French  : 
That  what  they  alledged  by  way  of  Merit 
was  falfe,  and,  for  their  Honour,  had  bet- 
ter not  been  mentioned ;  it  being  well 
known,  that  not  voluntarily,  but  to  avoid 
Danger,  they  abandoned  the  Arragoniam 
in  their  utmoft  Diftrefs,  though  they  had 
loaded  them  with  Favours,  and  opened 
their  Gates  to  the  King,  who  furprized 
them  at  a  Time  they  were  in  the  Ene- 
mies Pay,  and  without  a  Pafs,  which  by 
the  Laws  of  War  conilituted  them  legal 
Prifoners. 

These  Reafons  fupported  by  the 
Power  of  Lig?n,  and  the  Authority  of 
the  Colonnas,  ever  Rivals  to  the  Orfmi 
Family,  prevented  their  being  releafed, 
^x\^   determined  the  King  to  give  Orders 

they 


THE  WARS  IN  irALT,       ^95 
they  fhould  follow  him,  with  Hopes,  how-    ^-  ^• 
ever,  of  being  fet  at  Liberty  as  foon  as  v— .^^^ 
^ey  arrived  at  jifli. 

The    Pope,  by  Reafon  of  the  bad  The  Pope 
Ufage  he  had  met  with  from  the  Confe-from^ 
derates,  continued  to  treat  with  Charles,  ^<'^'' 
^nd  had  given  him  fome  Hopes  of  a  Meet- 
ing at  Rome :    Yet  his  Fears  got  the  bet- 
ter, and  two  Days  before  the  King's  Ar- 
rival, accompanied  by  the  College  of  Car^ 
dinals.  Two  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,   a 
Thoufand  Horfe,  and  Three  Thoufand 
Foot,  he  retired  to  Or^ieto,  after  leaving 
afufficientGarrifon  inCaftle  St.Ange/OjZnd 
creating  the  Cardinal  of  '^t.AnaJiaJia  his  Le- 
gate, to  receive  and  compliment  the  King. 

Charles    entered  Rome  by  Trafte^charks 
vere,  to  avoid  paffing  under  Caftle  St.  An-  ^"'*" 
geh^  and  took  up  his  Quarters  in  the  Sub- 
burbs,  refufing  to  lodge  in  the  Vatican, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  his  Recep-j 
tion. 

Alexander    went  to  Perugia,    as 

^o<^x\  as  he  was  informed  of  the  King  s 

U  4  Appro^cl^ 
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^'  !>'  Approach  to  Viterbo,  notwithftanding  he 
^....^^^^ijhad  promifed  to  meet  him  between  that 
Town  and  Orvietto  3  and  had  Charles  taken 
that  Rout  and  follow'd  him,  he  was  de- 
termined to  advance  to  Aficona^  and  fail 
from  thence  to  fome  Place  of  Safety. 

The  King,  notwithftanding  thcfe 
Provocations,  gave  up  the  Citadels  of  C/- 
inta  Vecchia  and  I'erracina^  referving  only 
OJiia,  which  he  put  under  the  Care  of 
the  Cardinal  of  St.  Piero  in  Vincola :  He 
then  marched  through  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Dominions,  as  through  a  friendly  Coun- 
try, without  committing  any  Hoftilities, 
excepting  at  ^ofcanel/a,  where  his  Van 
being  refufed  Entrance,  they  took  thej 
Town  by  AfTault,  plundered  it,  and  put 
feveral  to  the  Sword. 

Charles ^i  Charles,  for  what  Reafon  could 
never  be  known,  ftaid  fix  Days  at  Siena y 
though  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Piero  in  Vin-^ 
cola^  who  had  followed  him  thither,  and 
Trivulzi^  remonftrated  how  dangerous  it 
jnight  prove  to  give  the  Enemy  Time  to 
encre^c,    and  unite  their  Forces :    Nor  , 

did 
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did  he  make  any  fort  of  Amends  for 
this  Lofs  of  Time,  by  any  prudent  Refo- 
lution.  In  Siena  a  Confultation  was  held 
concerning  the  Caftles  which  he  had  fo 
often  folemnly  engaged,  and  even  now  on 
his  March  promifed  to  reftore  to  the  Flo^ 
rentines.  To  obtain  them,  they  offered 
the  Payment  not  only  of  Thirty  Thou- 
fand  Ducats,  which  were  the  Refidue  of 
what  wa3  to  be  paid  by  Agreement,  but 
alfo  to  lend  him  Seventy  Thoufand  more, 
and  to  fend  Francejco  SeccOy  their  General, 
with  Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and 
Two  Thoufand  Foot,  to  efcort  him  to 
Afti. 

One  would  imagine  the  Neceffity  he 
had  for  Money,  the  Profped:  of  aug- 
menting his  Army,  a  Regard  to  his  Royal 
Word,  and  Oaths,  Reafons  which  now 
induced  the  greatefl  part  of  his  Council 
to  perfuade  him  to  give  up  all  but  P/V- 
tra  Santa,  and  Sarzana,  as  they  might 
be  of  ufe  to  bring  the  Genoefe  into  his  In- 
tereft,  might  alfo  have  prevailed  on  him  : 
3ut  Fate  had  decreed  that  a  Match  jQiould 

be 
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J.  D.  be  left  behind  to  fet  Italy  once  more  in  a 
C^l^Flame. 

L I G  N  I,  an  unexperienced  Youth,  born 
of  a  Sifter  of  the  King's  Mother,  was 
i  very  much  in  Favour  :  He,  adluated  by 
Levity,  or  Anger  againft  the  Florentines^ 
for  fhewing  Favour  to  the  Cardinal  of  St. 
M^loy  prevented  this  Reftitudon  v^ith  no 
other  Arguments,  than  fetdng  forth  the 
deplorable  State  of  the  PifanSy  making  the 
Afliftahce  of  the  Florentines  appear  defpi- 
cable  y  and  boafling,  that  the  French  Forces 
were  fufficient  to  beat  all  the  Italian  Ar- 
mies united  together.  Ligni  was  fecond- 
cd  by  Monf.  de  Pienes,  who  expected  to 
be  made  Governor  of  Pija  and  Livorno, 

en  imo^thc  Another  Council  was  held  in  Siena, 
King's  concerning  the  Government  of  that  City, 
on?'  '  Several  of  the  Cidzens  infifted  on  a  new 
Form :  They  wanted  to  abolifh  the  Power 
of  the  Magiftracy  del  Monte,  which  con- 
fifted  of  Nine  Members ;  and  required 
that  the  City-Guard  fliould  be  removed 
from  the  Town-houfe,  and  a  French  on^ 
placed  under  Ligni,     This  Demand  was 

rejed:^4 
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rejeded  by  moil  of  the  Council  as  im-  ^-  ■^• 
proper  at  that  Jundlure,  and  not  durable  C/vnJ 
for  any  Length  of  Time  :  But  Ligni, 
who  vainly  expected  to  make  himfelf 
Sovereign  of  Siena,  had  Influence  enough 
to  perfuade  the  King  to  take  it  into  his 
Protedlion,  and  under  certain  Reffcridions 
prevailed  on  him  to  proted;  all  that  State, 
except  Mo?2tepulcian9,  it  not  being  thought 
proper  for  the  French  to  intermeddle  v^ith 
the  Difputes  between  the  Florentines  and 
the  Community  of  Siena,  concerning  that 
Town.  So,  with  the  King's  Approbation, 
the  Seneje  chofe  Ligni  for  their  Com- 
mander, and  aliign'd  him  a  Salary  of 
Twenty  Thoufand  Crowns,  on  Condition 
he  maintained  a  Lieutenant  and  Three 
Hundred  Foot.  The  Weaknefs  of  this 
Deliberation  foon  appeared ;  for  not  long 
after,  the  Magiftracy  of  Nine  recovered 
by  Force  of  Arms,  their  ufual  Authority, 
expelled  this  Guard,  and  difmiffed  MonJ, 
de  Lijle,  the  French  AmbafTador. 

All  this  while  the  Affairs  of  the 
Allies  in  Lombardy  advanced  very  briikly. 
Lodovico  had  received  from  Ccrfar,  with 

great 
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great  Solemnity,  the  Inveftiture  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Milan,  paid  Homage  in  Public 
to  his  Ambaffadors,  and  taken  the  Oath 
of  Fidelity.  The  Duke,  in  concert  with 
the  VenetianSy  had  made  great  Prepara- 
tions to  obftrucl  the  King's  Return  into 
France,  or  at  leaft  to  fecure  the  Dutchy 
of  Milan,  through  which  he  was  to  pafs ; 
They  both  made  new  Levies  of  Men  at 
Arms,  to  be  maintained,  part  at  their 
feparatc  Expence,  and  part  in  common  : 
And,  tho'  with  fome  Difficulty,  they  pre- 
vailed on  Giovanni  Bentivoglio  to  accept  a 
Salary  from  both,  on  his  obliging  the 
City  of  Bologna  to  declare  for  the  League, 


lodo'vico'i     For  the  Security  of  Genoa,  Lodovico 
prepara-  armed  Ten  Gallies  at  his  own  Expence ; 
gainft  the  And  the  Pope,  in  concert  with  the  Vene^ 
^^"S-      iiaJis,  joined  in  the  Charge  of  providing 
and  maintaining  Four  large  Ships.    Sforza 
had   already  fent  into  Gci^many  to  inlifl 
Two  Thouiand  Foot,and  ordered  Galeazzo 
di   San   Severino   to  undertake  the  Siege 
of  Ajli  with    Seven    Hundred    Men    at 
Arms  and  Three  Thoufand  Foot  :    Ima- 
gining he  had  nothing  now  to  fear,  he 
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grew  very  infolent,  and  fent  the  Duke  of  ^-  •^• 
Orleans  a  rudeMeffage,  ordering  him  tOu-l^ 
ufurp  no  longer  the  Tide  of  Duke  of 
Milan^  (which  Charks.thc  Duke's  Father 
had  aflumed  after  the  Death  of  Philippo 
Maria  Vijconti)  not  to  permit  any  more 
French  Troops  to  come  into  Italy  j  to  fend 
back  thofe  with  him,  and  put  AJli  into 
the  Hands  of  Galeazzo  di  San  SeverinOy 
in  whom  both  his  King  and  himfelf  could 
confide  :  The  King,  the  Year  before, 
had  conferred  on  Galeazzo  the  Order  of 
St.  Michael:  He  then  magnified  and 
boafled  of  his  Forces;  of  the  mighty 
Preparations  of  the  Confederates  to  oppofe 
the  King's  Return,  and  of  a  Defign  of 
carrying  the  War  beyond  the  Alps. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  contemned  his 
Threats  :  At  the  firftNews  of  the  League 
he  had  fortified  AJii^  and  follicited  earneftly 
for  a  Supply  of  Troops  from  France ;  and 
as  the  King  had  fent  Orders  for  new 
Levies,  they  were  continually  pafling  the 
Mountains,  which  enabled  him  to  adt 
offenfively .  In  the  Marquifate  of  SaluzzOy 
he  took  the  Town  and  Caftle  of  Guelfi- 
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nara^  pofTeffed  by  Antojiio  Maria  di  San 
SeverinOy  and  obliged  Galeazzo  to  retire 
with  his  Army  to  Anorty  a  Town  of  the 
Milanefe  near  AJiiy  where  he  remained 
without  Hopes  of  attacking,  but  alfo 
without  Fear  of  being  attacked. 

LoDovico  was  naturally  inclined  to 
enter  into  expenfive  Schemes,  but  when 
they  were  ripe  for  Execution,  was  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  his  Money  ;  a  Condudt 
which  expofed  his  Dominions,  at  this 
Jundlure,  to  great  Danger;  for  very  few 
German  Soldiers  enlifted  when  they  found 
Money  was  fcarce ;  and  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fon,  the  Troops  which  accompanied  G^- 
leazzo  every  Day  diminifhed :  On  the 
other  Hand,  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  Army 
continually  encreafed;  for  the  French 
marched  chearfully  to  the  Succour  of  their 
King. 

Orleans  had  got  together  Three 
Hundred  Lances,  three  Hundred  Swifiy 
and  the  like  Number  of  Gafcons ;  and 
though  Charles  had  ftri6tly  ordered  him  to 
be  only  on  the  defenfive,  that  he  might 

be 
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be  ready  to  meet  and  join  him  5  yet,  as  It 
is  difficult  to  refift  what  appears  beneficial, 
he  could  not  help  accepting  the  Offers  of 
the  two  Opizini  Caccia  Gentlemen  oiNo- 
njara^  who  invited  him  to  come  and  take 
Poffeffion  of  that  Town :  They  were  in- 
cenfed  againft  Lodovico,  for  having,  in  a 
Manner,  forcibly  deprived  them,  and  other 
Citizens  of  their  Water-Pipes,  and  feveral 
of  their  Poffeflions,  by  corrupting  Wit- 
neffes  to  fwear  falfly  before  the  Judges. 


The  Duke  of  Orleans^  after  fettling TheDuke 
with  them  the  Manner,  accompanied  by^^^j^^^p^^f 
Lodovico  Marquis  ofSaluzzOy  in  the  Night  feflion  of 
paffed  thePJ,  at  the  Bridge  of  5/wr^,  iti^^^-''^^ 
the  Marquis  of  Montferratd%  Dominions, 
and  without  meeting  with  any  Refiftance, 
was    let  into  Ncvara :  From   thence  he 
made  continual  Excuriions  with  his  Horfe, 
as  far  as   Vigeijano ;  and  it  was  thought, 
if  he  had  marched  diredly  to  Milariy  Af- 
fairs might  have  taken  a  different  Turn  : 
For  as  foon  as  the  Milaneje  heard  that  iVi- 
vara  was  in  the  Hands  of  the   French^ 
they  feemed  very  much  inclined  to  revolt. 

Lo- 
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LoDO  vico  was  no  lefs  fearful  in  Ad^ 
verfity,  than  elated  in  Profperityj  as,  in- 
deed, Infolence  and  Fear  are  moft  com- 
monly united.  He  now,  with  unprofita- 
ble Tears,  difcovered  his  PufiUanimity^ 
when  he  found  his  Troops  with  Galeazzo 
(on  whom  he  chiefly  depended)  durft  not 
make  head  againft  the  Enemy.  But  the 
Confufion  of  an  Army  is  not  always  known 
to  the  Adverfary;  and  for  want  of  fuch 
Intelligence,  many  Opportunities  of  great 
Confequence  arc  loft,  as  it  now  happened 
to  the  French  General,  who  could  not  con- 
ceive that  any  Occurrence  hidierto  could 
have  fo  much  dejeded  a  powerful  Prince. 

Orleans,  to  fecure  his  new  Acqul- 
fition,  laid  ficge  to  the  Citadel,  which  the 
fifth  Day  agreed  to  furrender,  if  it  was 
not  fuccoured  in  Twenty -four  Hours: 
But  during  that  fmall  Interval,  SaJifeve7'mo 
colledted  his  Troops  in  VigevanOy  and  the 
Duke  of  Mila?i  aflcmbled  his  Army  \  then 
to  reconcile  himfelf  to  his  People,  by  a 
Proclamation,  he  took  off  fome  of  the  hea- 
vieft  Taxes. 
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A.    Z). 

As  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  in-  {^^^^ 
formed  of  San  Sever inos  Arrival  at  Vige- 
vanOy    he  marched   thither,  and  offered 
Battle  ',    but   Sforzas  Men   were  terrifi- 
ed, and  rather  inclined  to  abandon  the 
Tov/n,    and  pafs  the  River  I'efito   on  a 
Bridge  of  Boats.  When  the  Duke  found 
he  could  not  bring  them  to  an  Engage- 
ment he  went  to  T?rcas,  and  from  that 
Time  Lodovicos    Affairs    took   a   better 
Turn  :  His  Army  encreafed  daily,  both 
with  Horfe  and  Foot ;  for  the  Venetians 
thinking  themfelves  greatly  fuperior  to  the 
Enemy,  permitted  him  to  recal  moft  of 
the  Troops  he  had  in  the  Parmifan^  and 
fent  him  alfo  Four  Hundred  of  their  Stra- 
diotti.     This  prevented  the  French  in  the 
Miianefe^  from  advancing ;  and   a  Party 
of  Five  Hundred  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  s 
Horfe,  that  had  made  an  Excurfion  to 
Vigevano^    was  repulfed  with  great   Lofs 
by  a  Sally  from  that  Town. 

San     Severino,     fuperior    now 

in    Strength,    marched    to   T^recas^     and 

oifered    Battle   in  his  Turn,    which  the 

X  Duke 
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Duke  refufedj  and  retired  to  Novara.  Sati 
Severino  followed,  with  his  whole  Ar-» 
my,  which  was  reinforced  with  a  Thou- 
fand  Horfe,  and  Two  Thoufand  Foot, 
lately  come  from  Germany^  and  encamped 
within  a  Mile  of  him* 


Charles  T  H  E  News  of  the  Rebellion  of  iV^- 
io'pifa.  '^^^^  haftened  the  King's  March  :  The 
Florentines  had  made  great  Preparations 
for  his  Reception,  but  as  he  was  informed 
that  out  of  Fear  and  Jealoufy  of  Piero  de 
Medici^  who  accompanied  him,  they  had 
filled  their  Town  with  Soldiers,  and  arm- 
ed the  People  ;  to  avoid  all  Occafions 
of  being  detained,  from  Siena  he  went 
ftrait  to  P//2?,  leaving  Florence  on  his 
right. 

At  Poggibonzi  he  was  met  by  Girolamo 
Savonarola^  who,  according  to  his  Cu- 
ftom,  mixing  the  Divine  Authority  with 
his  Speeches,  earneflly  exhorted  him  to 
reflore  the  Fortrefles  of  the  Fhreniines ;  to 
Perfuafions  he  added  Threats  of  Heavenly 
Vengeance,  if  he  helitated  to  obferve  what 
he  had  fo  folcmnly  fwore  upon  the  Gof- 

pel. 
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pel,  in  the  Prefence  of  God.  The  King, 
with  his  ufual  Inconflancy,  then,  and  the 
Day  following,  at  Caflle  FiorentinOj  gave 
him  different  Anfwers;  fometimes  promi- 
fing  to  reftore  them  on  his  Arrival  at  Pifa  5 
at  others  refufing,  pretending  his  Oaths 
could  not  be  binding,  becaufe  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  engaged  with  the  Pifans  to  preferve 
their  Liberty. 

A  T  Pifa  this  Reflitution  was  again  pro- 
pofedin  Council;  for  News  coming  every 
Day  of  the  Increafe  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  and  of  their  being  all  joined  near 
Parma,  many  were  of  Opinion,  that  it 
vi^ould  be  prudent  to  fatisfy  the  Floren^ 
tines,  efpecially,  as  the  Money  offered 
would  facilitate  their  march  into  Lombar-- 
dy.  But  this  Advice  was  oppofed  by  the 
fame  Perfons  who  had  oppofed  it  at  Sie?2a ; 
they  faid,  if  the  Army  fhould  meet  with 
any  Misfortunes  in  Lombardy,  it  was  better 
to  be  affured  of  the  Town  of  Pifa,  where 
they  might  fafely  retreat,  than  to  give  it 
to  the  Plorentines,  who,  when  once  in 
Poffeffion,  would  be  as  treacherous  as 
the  refl  of  the  Italians  ;  and,  that  for  the 
X  2  Pre- 
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Prcfervation  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naplei\ 
it  was  very  convenient  the  King  fhould 
be  pofTeffed  of  Livorno ;  for  when  he  had 
altered,  as  he  defigned,  the  Government 
of  Genoa^  he  would  then  be  Mafler  ^of  all 
the  Sea  Ports  from  MarfeiUes  to  Naples, 

Certain  \i%  that  thcfe  Reafons  had 
fomc  Weight  with  Charles^  who  was  not 
of  himfelf  capable  of  chufing  for  the  beft. 
But  he  was  much  more  moved  by  the 
Supplications  and  Tears  of  the  Pijans-y 
who,  in  great  Numbers,  prefented  them- 
felves  before  him,  with  their  Wives  and 
Children  :  Some  fell  proflrate  at  his  Feet, 
others,  with  miferable  Cries,  recommend- 
ed themfelves  to  the  Courtiers  and  Sol- 
diers, deploring  their  future  Calamities^ 
the  implacable  Hatred  of  the  Florentines^ 
and  the  entire  Defolatlon  of  their  Coun- 
try 5  adding,  they  fliould  not  have  dared 
to  beg  fo  preffingly  for  the  King's  Pro- 
tedlion,  had  he  not  himfelf  given  them 
their  Liberty,  and  promifed  to  preferve 
it ;  that  depending  on  his  Royal  Word, 
confidered  as  inviolable,  they   had  been 

em- 
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(Emboldened  to  provoke  the  Anger  of  the   ^'  ^• 
Florentines,  ^— v^ 

These  Cries  and  Exclamations  melted 
the  Hearts  both  of  the  private  Men  and 
Archers,  and  alfo  of  the  Swifs^  who  went 
in  great  Numbers,  in  a  tumultuous  Man- 
ner to  the  King  j  and  Salazart^  in  the 
Name  of  the  reft,  addreffed  him;  ear- 
neftly  folliciting,  that  for  his  own  Honour, 
for  the  Glory  of  the  Crown  of  France^  for 
the  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  of  his  Sol- 
diers, who  were  ready  to  lay  down  their 
Lives  in  his  Service,  and  who  counfelled 
him  with  more  Fidelity  than  thofe  who 
were  corrupted  by  the  Florentines^  he  would 
not  deprive  the  Pifans  of  that  Benefit  he 
had  himfelf  procured  them  3  and  that  want 
of  Money  might  not  induce  him  to  adl. 
ungeneroufly  or  perfidioufly,  they  made 
him  an  Offer  of  their  Collars,  Plate,  Pen -^ 
iions,  and  Pay. 

This  Tumult  had  got  to  fuch  a  Head, 

that  a  private  Archer  was  bold  enough  to 

threaten  the  Cardinal  of  St  Malo  -,  others 

•^lufed  the  Marfhal  Gie,  and  the   Prelk 

^  3  4?n^ 
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^'  D.  dent  Gannay^  who,  they  knew,  were  preA 
f^^i^^^fing  for  the  Reftitution  of  the  Forts.  This 
Variety  of  Counfels  fo  difl:ra6ted  the  King's 
Mind,  that  he  was  at  a  Lofs  how  to  adl : 
Sometimes  he  renewed  his  Promifes  to  the 
Pifans^  never  to  give  them  up  -,  then  would 
fend  to  the  Florentine  Minifters,  who  wait- 
ed at  Liicca^  to  let  them  know  that  for 
weighty  Reafons  he  could  not  jujfl  then 
content  them,  but  would  perform  every 
Thing  according  to  their  Wiflies,  as  foon 
as  he  arrived  at  AJliy  where  he  delired 
they  would  not  fail  to  fend  their  Ambaf- 
fadors.  He  left  Pifa,  after  changing  the 
Governor  of  the  Citadel,  and  placing 
therein  a  fufficient  Garrifon,  as  he  did  in 
the  other  Caftles  of  the  Florentines,  Charles 
was  anxious  to  get  PoiTeffion  of  Genoa, 
being  inftigated  to  It  by  the  Cardinals  St 
Piero  in  Vincola,  and  Fregofo,  Objetto  del 
Fiefco^  and  many  other  outlawed  Perfons, 
who  gave  him  great  Hopes  they  fhould  be 
able  to  bring  about  a  Revolution.  He  fent 
thither  Monf.  Philippo,  with  a  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Lances,  and  Five  Hundred  Foot, 
who  were  j  uft  arrived  by  Sea  from  France^ 
contrary  to  the  Advice  of  his   Council, 

who 
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who  prudently  oppofed  the  Diminution  of  ^-  -^• 
the  Army  :  He  alfo  gave  Orders  that  Vi-{J^^!^ 
telli\  Troops,  which  could  not  come  up 
Time  enovigh  to  join  him,  fhould  follow 
them  ;  that  fome  new  enlifted  Soldiers  in 
the  Dukedom  of  Savoy ^  with  other  difaf- 
feded  Geiioefe,  ihould  enter  the  Rivieras  j 
and  for  th€  Fleet,  now  reduced  to  ^Gvtn 
Gallies,  two  Galleons,  and  two  fmall  Vef- 
fels,  under  Miolans^  to  go  and  affiil  the 
Land-Forces. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Avant^Guard 
of  the  French  Army,  condudled  by  Mar^ 
fhal  G//,  was  come  to  Ponfremoli^  where 
the  Townfmen,  at  the  Perfuafion  of  7r/- 
vidzi^  difmiffed  the  Garrifon  they  enter- 
tained of  Three  Hundred  Men,  and  fur- 
jendered  on  Condition  they  fliould  not  be 
molefted  in  their  Ferfons  or  Effedls.  But 
the  Swifs^  not  forgetting  that  in  a  Difpute 
which  happened  in  their  PafTage  through,, 
the  Limegia?ia^  thofe  of  Fontremoli  had 
killed  Forty  of  their  Companions,  as  foon 
as  they  entered  the  Town,  plundered  and 
burnt  it,  and  put  the  Inhabitants  to,  thq 
5woi*d» 


312  THE    HISTORY  OF 

J.D. 
{J^^^  The  Confederates,  by  this  Time,  had 
got  together  their  Army  in  the  Parmifa?:, 
confiiling  of  Two  Thoufand  Five  Hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms,  Eight  Thoufand  Foot, 
and  above  Two  Thoufand  Horfe ;  the 
moft  of  thefe  laft  were  of  Albania,  and 
other  Provinces  of  Greece^  who  had  been 
brought  into  Italy  by  the  Venetiojis,  and 
retained  their  own  Country  Name  of  Sfra^ 
diotii :  The  beft  Part  of  this  Army  con- 
fifted  of  the  Troops  of  that  Republic  -,  for 
thofe  oiLodovico  did  not  exceed  a  Quarter 
Part  of  the  Whole,  after  he  had  with- 
drawn thofe  who  were  gone  towards  No- 
va j-a, 

Francesco  Gonzaga,  Marquis 
of  Mantua,  a  young  valiant  Prince,  was 
declared  General  of  the  Venetian  Forces, 
and  under  him  were  many  Officers  of 
great  Renown,  huca  Pijano,  and  Mar- 
chioneTreviJano,  both  Men  of  great  Weight 
in  the  Senate,  were  fent  *  as  Proveditors. 

The 

*  The  General  of  the  Ftretim  Army  had  rot  Power 
to  a^  without  the  Approbation  of  at  leaft  one  of  the  Prp- 
vcdiiers. 
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The  Duke  of  Milan  ^  Troops  were  com-  ^-  ^• 
.manded  by  Count  Gaiazzo^  who  had  the  ^^-.^^iil. 
Title  of  Governor ;  he  was  Lodovicos  prin- 
cipal Favourite,  but  in  the  Knowledge  of 
Military  Affairs  no  Ways  equal  to  his  Fa- 
ther Roberto  di  San  Severino,  who  ac- 
quired the  Name  of  a  great  Captain,  more 
by  his  Caution  than  any  remarkable  En- 
terprize :  With  him  was  appointed  Com- 
milTary,  Francefco  Bernardino  Vifconti  ^ 
Head  of  the  Ghihellin  Fadlion  in  Milan ^ 
and,  therefore,  oppoiite  to  Gianjacopo  'Tri- 
vulziy  who  was  in  the  King^s  Army. 

A  Council  of  War  was  held,  wherein 
after  fome  Debates  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  march  to  Fornuovo^  a  fmall 
Village,  fituated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Moun- 
tains ;  it  was  refolved  to  advance  only 
within  three  Miles  of  it,  to  the  Abbey  of 
Ghiaruola^  which  being  in  an  open  Coun- 
try,  might,  perhaps,  entice  the  Frejtch  to 
come  into  the  Plain. 

The    Van  of  the  Ring's  Army  had  The  Van 
paffed  the  Mountain,   and  encamped  at°^^^^, 

V,  r  French 

tornuovo  fome  Time  befcu*e  the  Remain-  Army  at 

A.^y  Fornuo'V9 
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der  came  up,  on  Account  of  the  Difficult 
ty  in  moving  the  Artillery  ;  which  would 
have  been  greater,  if  the  Swifsy  to  make 
Amends  for  the  Injury  done  to  the  King's 
Honour  at  Pontremoliy  had  not  with  im-» 
ni^nfe  Labour  given  their  Affiftance. 

A  s  foon  as  the  Van  arrived  at  FornU" 
evoy  the  Marfhal  de  Gie  fent  a  Trumpet 
to  the  Italia?!  Camp,  to  defire,  in  the  King's 
Name,  a  Paflage  for  himfelf  and  his  Army ; 
who  intending  to  hurt  no  body,  and  to 
pay  a  reafonable  Price  for  Proviiions, 
was  returning  into  Fra?2ce,  At  the  fame 
Time  he  fent  a  Party  of  Horfe,  to 
get  Intelligence  of  the  Condidon  of  the 
Enemy's  Army  :  But  they  were  foon 
put  to  Flight  by  fome  Siradioftty  fent 
againfl  them  by  Franc efco  Gonzaga  : 
And  it  was  thought,  that  if  the  Italians 
had  then  attacked  the  Fre?7ch  Camp, 
they  might  have  eafily  routed  their  Van, 
and  prevented  the  Royal  Arrny  from  ad- 
vancing, They  had  much  the  fame  Op- 
portunity offered  the  next  Day,  notwith- 
(tanding  the  Marflial,  apprifed  of  the  Dan- 
ger, was  retired  a  litde  higher  up  theMoun-n 

tain. 
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tain.  But  the  Italian  Chkfs  had  not  Re-  ^'  D- 
folution,  difcouraged,  perhaps,  by  the  ^^^1^2^ 
Strength  of  the  Situation  5  or  imagining 
the  Van  to  be  more  numerous,  and  the 
whole  Army  nearer  than  it  was  :  Befides 
the  Venetians  were  not  all  aflembled  at  the 
Abbey,  which  makes  it  manifeft,  that  if 
Charles  had  not  loitered  without  any  Oc- 
cafion  at  Siena,  Pifa,  and  other  Places, 
he  might  have  made  his  Way  without 
any  Oppofition. 

The  next  Day  all  the  French  united 
at  Fornuovo,  The  Confederates  never 
thought  it  likely,  that  the  King,  with  an 
Army  fo  inferior  to  theirs,  would  have 
attempted  to  pafs  the  Apennine  by  the  di- 
rect Road  5  they  imagined  his  Defign  wa^ 
to  leave  the  moft  of  his  Men  at  Fija,  and 
with  the  Remainder  embark  on  board  his 
Fleet:  And  even  when  they  heard  of 
his  March,  they  fancied,  that  to  avoid 
them,  he  intended  to  pafs  through  the 
Villages  of  Valditara,  over  the  Moun- 
tain of  Cento  Croce,  which  is  rough  and 
rocky,   and  fo  defcend  into  the  I'orto- 

nefi. 
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A.  D.  nefe,  and  join  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  th^ 
__|^^^  Neighbourhood  of  Alexandria, 

But  when  the  Italians  were  con-r 
vinced  that  the  King  directed  his  March 
towards  them,  they  began  to  be  difcou^ 
raged:  Their  Officers,  to  keep  up  their 
Spirits,  had  much  leffened  the  Numbers  of 
tlx^Frejich^  inComparifon  of  what  they  now 
appeared  to  be.  They  confidered  the  Brave- 
ry of  the  Lances,  and  the  Intrepidity  of  the 
Swifs^  to  whom  without  Doubt  the  Italian 
Infantry  was  inferior,  their  Dexterity  in  the 
Management  of  the  Artillery,  and  (what 
mofl  affedls  Men  when  they  have  taken 
a  different  Impreflion)  the  unexpedled 
Courage  of  the  French  in  approaching 
them  with  fuch  unequal  Forces. 

These  Confiderations  had  damped  the 
Minds  of  feveral  of  the  Officers,  and  put 
them  on  confulting  amongfl  themfelves 
what  Anfwer  to  give  the  Trumpet  ;  it 
feeming  very  dangerous  to  fome  that  the 
Fate  of  Italy  ffiould  be  left  to  the  Dif- 
cretion  of  Fortune  :  But  to  others  it  ap-y 
peared  infamous  that  the  Italian  Soldiery 

flioul4 
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fliould  betray  fuch  Fear  of  a  French  Army, 
fo  much  inferior  in  Numbers,  as  to  fuffer 
them  to  make  their  Way  in  their  Prefence 
without  Oppofition. 

The  Opinions  being  difFerentj  after 
many  Difputcs  it  was  agreed  to  give 
notice  at  Milan  of  the  King's  Requeft, 
and  then  unanimoufly  to  adt  as  the  Duke 
and  the  Ambafladors  of  the  Allies,  who 
refided  there,  fhould  diredl.  The  Duke 
^nd  the  Venetian  Minifher,  whofe  States 
lay  neareft  the  Danger,  were  both  of  the 
fame  Mind,'  that  it  was  not  prudent  to 
lay  any  Obllacle  in  the  way  of  a  departing 
Enemy  5  but  on  the  contrary,  according 
to  the  Proverb,  make  them  a  Silver  Bridge : 
Otherwife  it  might  fo  happen,  (as  could 
be  proved  by  Examples)  that  'Neceffity, 
converted  into  Deipair,  might  open  itfelf 
a  bloody  PafTage  through  an  Army  in- 
difcreetly  offering  to  make  an  Oppofition. 

But  the  Spanip  Minifler  was  of  a 
different  Mind:  He  faid.  Fortune  was 
to  be  tried,  and  infifled  flrenuouUy,  almofl 
in  the  nature  of  a  Proteft,    on  fighting 

the 
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the  French  5  as  the  letting  flip  fuch  ait 
Opportunity  of  defeating  them,  would 
leave  the  Affairs  of  Italy  in  the  fame  un- 
eafy  Situation,  and  even  worfe  :  For  the 
King  of  France^  by  being  in  PoifefTion  of 
AJli  and  Novara,  could  command  all 
Piedmont ;  and  having  behind  him  the 
Kingdom  of  France,  a  Kingdom  fo  pow- 
erful and  rich,  the  Swifs  his  Neighbours, 
always  difpofed  to  enlifl  under  him,  and 
finding  himfelf  increafed  in  Reputation 
and  Spirits,  if  the  Allied  Army,  fo  much 
fuperior,  vilely  gave  way,  he  would  con- 
tinue, without  doubt,  to  opprefs  Italy 
with  all  the  Calamities  of  a  bloody  War : 
That  his  Sovereigns  muft  alter  their  Refo- 
lutions,  if  the  Italia?75  would  not,  or  had 
not  Courage  to  fight.  But  the  fafeil 
Opinion  prevailing  in  the  Council,  it  was 
refolved  to  write  to  Venice,  and  be  deter- 
fmined  by  the  Refolutions  of  the  Senate  ; 
being  well  fatisfied  they  would  chufe  to 
run  the  leaft  Rifque. , 

But  all  Confultations  were  needlefs : 
For  the  Generals,  after  writing  to  Milany 
confidered,    that  an   Anfwer    could   not 

return 
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return  in  Time,  and  that  it  would  be  in-  ^'  ■^• 
famous  for  the  Italians  to  agree  to  a  free  o<v>J 
PaiTage  5  fo  difmiffing  the  Trumpet  with- 
out any  pofitive  Anfwer,  they  determined 
to  attack  the  Enemy,  if  they  advanced, 
notwithftanding  the  many  Difficulties 
raifed  by  "Trevifano^  one  of  the  Venetian 
Proveditors. 

O  N  the  other  hand,  the  Fre?ich  came 
on  full   of   Arrogance,   and  Refolution ; 
and,  as  they  had  hitherto  found  no  Re- 
jQftance,     were  fully  perfuaded,    that   an 
Army  of  Italians  would  not  offer  to  oppofe 
them,  and  if  they  did,  would  foon  be  put 
to  Flight  ;  fo  defpicable  an  Opinion  they 
entertained  of  our  Soldieiy  :  Yet,  when 
from  the  Defcent  of  the  Mountain,  they 
difcovered  the  Encampment,  obferved  the 
infinite  Number  of  Tents,  the  vajd:  Tradt 
of  Land  they  covered,  (for,  according  ta 
the  Italian  Cuflom,  the  Camp  was  formed 
on  as  much  Ground  as  would  have  ranged 
the  whole  Army  in  Battle  Array)  the  great 
Number  of  their  Enemies,    who  would 
hardly  have  come  fo  near  them,  had  they 
not  been  determined  to  fight,  their  Cou- 
rage 
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^'  D-  rage  fo  far  cooled,  as  to  wi{h  they  might 
,,-^^^nhfain    a    Paffage    without     coming    to 
Blows. 

Their  Apprehenfion  of  Danger  In- 
creafed  when  they  found  themfelves  difap- 
pointed  of  the  Affiftance  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  That  Duke,  according  to  Orders, 
had  promifed  to  be  in  Three  Days  at  Pia- 
cenzdy  with  all  the  Forces  he  could  draw  to- 
gether: But  on  frefh  Notice  that /S/cT^r^'s 
Army,  confifting  of  Nine  Hundred  Men 
at  Arms,  Twelve  Hundred  Horfe,  and 
Five  Thoufand  Foot,  was  marching 
againft  him,  he  had  now  writ,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  advance  without  certain 
Danger,  efpecially  as  he  had  been  obliged 
to  diminifh  his  Forces  by  leaving  large 
Garrifons  in  AJli  and  Nccara.  This 
Difappointment  induced  the  King  to  alter 
his  Meafures. 

MoNs.  D*  Argenton  was  lately  come 
from  Vetiice,  where  he  had  been  Am- 
bafTador :  Before  his  Departure  he  had 
promifed  Pijatio  and  Trevifano^  the  then 
declared  Proveditors,  to  ufe  his  befl  En- 
deavours 
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deavours  to  difpofe  the  King  to  Peace. 
Charles  now  commiffioned  him  to  fend 
a  Trumpet  to  thefe  Proveditors,  with  a 
Letter,  intimating,  that  he  had  fomething 
to  impart  to  them  relating  to  the  common 
Welfare.  They  agreed  to  meet  him  next 
Morning,  at  a  convenient  Place  between 
the  two  Armies.  But  Charles ^  either  for 
want  of  Provifion  in  the  Situation  he  w^s 
in,  or  for  fome  other  Reafon,  changing 
his  Mind,  determined  not  to  wait  the 
Refult  of  this  Meeting. 

The  Fronts  of  the  two  Camps  were 
not  Three  Miles  afunder,  both  on  the 
Right  Side  of  the  River  Ti?r^ ;  which 
deferves  rather  the  Name  of  a  Torrent 
than  of  a  River  :  It  rifes  in  the  Appenifie 
Mountain,  and  after  running  through  a 
Vale  between  two  narrow  Hills,  fpreads 
in  the  great  Plain  of  LGmbardy\  and  then 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Fo,  On  the  Right 
of  thefe  two  Hills,  down  to  the  Banks  of 
the  River,  the  Allied  Army  was  pofled  : 
This  Side  was  preferred  to  prevent  the 
.Enemy  from  turning  towards  Parma ; 
becaufe  that  City  being  full  of  different 
Y  Fadtions^ 
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^'  ^'  Fadlions,  was  fufpeded  by  the  Duke  of 
.**^^^^M/Zr7;/ ;  and  more  fo  fince  the  King  had 
obtained  Leave  from  the  Florentines  to 
take  Francefco  Secco  into  his  Service,  whofe 
Daughter  was  married  into  the  noble  and 
powerful  Family  of  the  T^orelli  in  the 
Parmifan, 

The  Allied  Camp  was  fortified  with 
Ditches  and  Barriers,  and  abounded  with 
Artillery,  under  which  the  French  could 
not  avoid  pafling  in  their  way  to  AJli, 
The  King's  Army  had  but  litde  reft  all 
that  Night  5  for  the  Italians  ordered  the 
Stradiotti  to  march  up  to  their  veiy  Camp, 
which  obliged  them  continually  to  call 
to  Arms,  and  get  out  of  their  Tents. 
There  fell  alfo  a  heavy  Rain,  with  great 
Storms  of  Thunder  and  Lightning,  which 
was  interpreted  on  both  Sides  to  prognofti- 
cate  Evil :  But  the  French  were  moftly 
alarmed,  as  the  Lofs  of  a  Battle  to  them, 
(who,  in  thofe  Mountains,  had  no  certain 
Place  of  Safety  to  retire  to)  would  be 
intire  Deftrudion  :  And  it  was  thought 
more  likely  that,  when  Heaven  manifefted 
its  Anger,  it  was  to  humble  the  Great; 

and 
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and  pointed  at  the  King,  who,  with  fo 
much  Dignity,  appeared  at  the  Head  of 
his  Army.     The  Day  following  (which 
was  the  6th  of  July)  the  French  began  at 
Day-break  to  pafs  the  River.     The  Ar- 
tillery preceded  the  Van,  which  the  King 
fuppofed  was  to  bear  the  greateft  Shock, 
and  had  therefore  compofed  it  of  Three 
Hundred  and  Fifty  French  Lances,  and 
Three  Thoufand   Swifs,    who  were   the 
Sinews  and  Hopes  of  the  Army  :    They 
were  commanded  by  Engilberto^  Brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Cleves,  and  by  the  BailiiF 
of  Dijon,  who  had  inlifted  them  :    To 
thefe  he  added  Three  Hundred  Archers 
on  Foot,  fome  Crofs-Bows  of  his  Guards 
on  Horfeback,   and  the  befl  part   of  his 
Foot.     Next   followed    the  Main-Body, 
in  the  midft  of  which  the  King  was  feated 
in  full  Armour,  on  a  fine  nimble  Steed ; 
near  him  rode  Monf.  de  la  T^remouille,  an 
Officer  of  great  Renown  and  Authority, 
who  was  to  affifl  his   Majefly  with    his 
Counfel  in  that  part  of  the  Army :  The 
Rear  came  after,  condudled  by  Count  de 
Foisy  and  laflly  the  Carriages. 

Y  2  Charles, 
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Charles  flill  defirous  of  Peace,  a§ 
foon  as  his  Troops  were  in  Motion,  fent 
again  Argenton  to  treat  with  the  Venetian 
Proveditors.  But  both  Armies  being  pre- 
pared for  Adion,  and  the  Italian  Gene- 
rals determined  to  fight,  they  were  fo  far 
advanced  that  the  Vicinity  of  the  two 
Armies  did  not  admit  of  Time,  nor  fo. 
much  as  a  Place  to  confer  in. 

The  Light-Horfe  began  already  to 
Ikirmifh,  and  the  Artillery  to  play  from 
both  Sides  the  River  :  The  Tialiam  wer6 
come  out  of  their  Camp,  and  had  extend- 
ed their  Squadrons  along  the  Side  of  the 
^aro  in  Order  of  Battle.  The  French^ 
after  pafling  the  River,  continued  their 
March,  part  on  the  Banks,  and  part  on 
the  Brow  of  the  Hill,  for  the  Plain  be- 
tween was  too  narrow  to  contain  their 
Squadrons. 

A  s  foon  as  the  Van  of  the  French 
was  advanced  over  againft  the  Enemy's 
Camp,  the  Marquis  of  Mantua  with  a 
Squadron  of  Six  Hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
who  were  the  Flower  of  the  Allied  Army, 

a 


THE  WARS  IN  irALY.  325 
z  large  Band  of  Stradiottiy  fome  Light- ^-  -P- 
Horfe,  and  Five  Thoufand  Foot,  march-  uJv^ 
ed  up  by  the  Side  of  the  River,  When 
he  had  got  beyond  the  Rear  of  the 
French^  he  began  to  crofs  the  T!aro^  having 
left  on  the  Banks,  Antonio  di  MontefeltrOy 
a  natural  Son  of  Federigo  Duke  of  UrbinOy 
with  a  numerous  Squadron,  v/ith  Orders 
to  come  to  his  Affiftance,  if  fent  for, 
or  to  reinforce  the  others  if  required ; 
He  commanded  the  refl  of  the  Stradioiti 
to  pafs  ffill  higher  up^  the  River,  at  For- 
72iiovOy  and  take  Poffeffion  of  the  Bag- 
gage, w^hich  for  want  of  Men,  or  by  Ad- 
vice (as  was  reported)  of  Trivtdzi^  was 
left  expofed  without  any  Guard,  and  or- 
dered alfo  a  Party  of  Light- Horfe  to  take 
the  Enemy  in  Flank. 

Count  Galeazzo,  in  order  to  attack 
the  Van,  went  down  the  l^aro,  and  crof-. 
fed  it  with  Four  Hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
and  Two  Thoufand  Foot,  amongft  whom 
was  a  Company  belonging  to  Don  Alfonfo 
</'  FJie^  whofe  Father  would  not  permit 
him  to  go  in  Perfon  to  the  x\rmy.  Count 
^dnnibdc  BenthogUo^  with  Two  Hundred 
^  Y  \  Mea 
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Men  at  Arms,  was  left  on  the  Banks  with 
Orders  not  to  pafs  the  River  unlefs  he 
was  fent  for.  The  Proveditors  infifled, 
that  two  entire  Companies  of  Men  at 
Arms,  and  a  Thoufand  Foot,  fhould  be 
left  to  guard  the  Camp. 


Battle  of  The  King  obferving  fo  great  a  Force 
^  ^  ''''''  pairing  the  River  behind  him,  turned  his 
Back  to  his  Van,  and  with  the  main  Body 
marched  to  the  Affiftance  of  his  Rear, 
and  advanced  in  fo  much  Hafle  at  the 
Head  of  one  of  his  Squadrons,  that 
when  the  Battle  began,  from  the  Cen- 
ter, he  found  himfelf  in  the  Front  of 
the  Enemy,  and  was  amongft  the  firft 
that  engaged. 

Some  have  related  that  the  Marquis  of 
Mantua  paffed  the  'Taro  in  a  fort  of  Difor- 
der,  occafioned  by  the  Height  of  the 
Banks,  and  by  the  Trunks,  Roots,  and 
Shoots  of  Trees,  that  commonly  are  met 
with  on  the  fides  of  Torrents ;  and  others 
add,  that  his  Foot,  by  thefe  Difficulties, 
and  the  fwelling  of  the  River  in  the  lail 
Rains,  tarried  too  long,  and  that  fome  did 

not 
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not  pafs  at  all.     Be  that  as  it  will,  the    ^-  ^• 
AlTault  given  by  the  Marquis  was  very  fu-  i^^^^lj 
rious,  and  was  anfwered  with  equal  Fierce- 
nefs  and  Valour. 

All  the  Marquis's  Squadrons  were 
engaged  at  once,  contrary  to  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Italians,  who  ufed  to  fight  Squa- 
dron againfl:  Squadron,  and  when  one 
was  beat  or  tired,  another  took  its  Place, 
without  coming  to  a  general  Engagement 
till  the  lafl,  fo  that  very  often  a  Battle 
lafled  a  whole  Day,  without  any  great 
Slaughter,  for  then  Night  coming  on,  the 
Armies  feparated ,  without  either  Side 
claiming  the  Victory. 

The  Lances  being  broke  by  the  Fall 
of  many  brave  Men,  and  many  Horfe, 
in  both  Armies,  they  began,  with  the 
fame  Fury,  to  make  ufe  of  Clubs,  cover-^ 
ed  with  Iron,  Ponyards,  and  other  fhort 
Arms ;  the  Horfes  alfo  with  Kicks,  Bites, 
and  Bearings,  fighting  as  well  as  the  Men, 

The  couragious  Marquis  gave  a  Spe^ 

pnien   of  Italian  Bravery  ^  for  being  at- 

y  4  tagked 
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^-  I>  •  tacked  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Fight  by 
,a  Band  of  young  Gentlemen,  and  by  the 
broken  Lances  (this  being  the  Appellation 
of  a  feled:  Body  of  Soldiers,  not  belong- 
ing to  any  particular  Company,  and  in 
feparate  Pay)  encountering  all  Danger, 
he  omitted  nothing  that  became  a  valiant 
Officer. 

The  French  at  iirfl:  fuflained  with  great 
Bravery  this  fierce  Attack,  but  being  over- 
powered by  Numbers,  they  apparently  be- 
gan  to  yield,  and  the  King  was  in  great 
Danger;  for  Bourbon  the  Baflard,  was 
taken  Prifoner  within  a  few  Yards  of 
him  ;  and  as  his  Majefty  had  impriidcnriy 
brought  himfelf  into  eminent  Peril  by  ad- 
vancing in  fuch  Hafte,  without  a  proper 
Guard,  or  with  fuch  Order  as  was  necef- 
fary  for  fo  great  a  Prince ;  the  Marquis 
thought  he  had  a  fine  Opportunity  of  iig- 
nalizing  himfelf,  and  made  all  his  Efforts 
to  take  him.  Charles  fought  valiantly,  as 
did  the  few  about  him  ;  but  he  received 
more  Aid  from  the  Sprighdinefs  of  his 
Horfe,  than  from  his  Friends. 


In 
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I  N  the  midfl  of  fo  great  a  Danger,  he  (^^^ 
did  not  omit  what  his  Fears  fuggefted ; 
for  finding  himfelf  furrounded  by  the 
Enemy,  he  had  recourfe  to  Heaven,  and 
made  a  Vow  to  St.  Dennis  and  St.  Mar-^ 
tin,  particular  Protecflors  of  the  Kingdom 
of  France,  that  if  he  got  fafe,  with  his 
Army,  into  Piedmont,  as  foon  as  he  reach- 
ed his  own  Country,  he  would  vifit  and 
beftow  great  Gifts  on  the  Churches  dedi- 
cated to  their  Names,  one  near  Paris,  the 
other  at  Torji;  and  that  every  Year,  he 
would,  with  Feafts  and  Sacrifices  *,  give 
Teftimony  of  his  Requells  being  granted 
by  their  Interceflion. 

After  making  thefe  Vows,  his  Vi?? 
gour  encreafing,  he  fought  with  more 
Courage  than  his  Strength  or  Conflitution 
would  permit :  But  the  King's  Danger, 
when  known,  had  fo  much  inflamed  thofe, 
who  were  yet  at  fome  Dillance,  that  they 
flew  to  fhelter  their  Royal  Mafter  with 
their  Perfons,  and  kept  back  the  Italians, 
till  his  Qwn  Battalion  came  up,  a  Squadron 

of 

*  MalTe?. 
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of  which  bore  fo  fiercely  on  the  Enemy's 
Flank,  that  it  flopped  pretty  much  their 
Impetuofity  -,  as  did  alfo  the  Death  of  Ri-^ 
dolfo  Gonzaga^  Uncle  to  the  Marquis  of 
MantuUy  an  experienced  Officer  \  in  whofe 
Face,  whilft  he  was  adiing  the  Part  of 
an  excellent  Captain,  comforting  and 
rallying  his  Men,  on  lifting  up  his  Hel-r 
met,  a  Frenchman  ran  a  Dagger :  He  fell, 
and  in  the  midfl  of  fuch  a  Multitude  of 
Horfe,  ftreightened  in  fo  narrow  a  Com- 
pafs,  could  receive  no  Help  ;  and  feveral, 
in  that  Confufion,  riding  over  him,  he 
was  rather  fuffocated  by  the  Crowd,  than 
killed  by  the  Enemy :  This  Accident  was 
the  more  unlucky  to  him,  as  in  the  Coun- 
cil the  Day  before,  and  that  very  fame 
Morning,  judging  it  imprudent  to  put  fo 
much  in  the  Power  of  Fortune,  without 
any  urgent  Neceffity,  againft  the  Inclina-^ 
tion  of  his  Nephew,  he  had  given  his  Opi- 
nion not  to  fight. 

The  Batdc,  by  fo  many  different  Ac- 
cidents varying,  and  no  Advantage  of  any 
Importance  appearing  on  either  Side,  ;t 
was  more  than  ever  doubtful  who  would 
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conquer ;  fo  that  Fear  and  Doubt  being  ^-  ^• 
in  an  Equilibrium,  they  fought  iloutly  on  ^y^^^^-^ 
both  Sides,  each  Individual  prefuming  the 
Vidory  depended  on  his  particular  Valour. 
*Th.t  French  were  animated  by  a  Perfuafion, 
that  there  was  no  Safety  for  them,  with- 
out gaining  a  Vidiory,  and  alfo  by  the 
Prefence  and  Danger  of  their  Sovereign  : 
For  that  Nation  was  ever  remarkable  for 
almoft  adoring  their  Kings,  and  revering 
them  as  fomething  Divine. 

Several  Motives  alfo  confpired  to 
encourage  the  Italians:  The  Hopes  of 
Plunder,  the  Bravery  of  their  General, 
the  Advantage  they  began  with,  and  their 
numerous  Army,  which  fecured  them  of 
being  always  fuccoured,  which  was  not  the 
Cafe  with  the  French ;  for  they  were  all 
either  engaged,  or  expected  every  Mo- 
ment to  be  attacked. 

I  N  all  human  Events  the  Power  of 
Fortune  is  great ;  in  Military  Affairs  par- 
ticularly fo,  but  in  Battles  infinite  and  in- 
exprelTible  3  where  an  Order  not  well  un- 
derflood,  or  ill  executed ;  where  Rafhnefs, 

or 
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or  a  falfe  Report,  with  innumerable  other 
Accidents,  not  poffible  to  be  f  -^feen,  or 
prevented  by  a  General,  often  unexpe<5t-' 
ediy  arile,  and,  in  a  Moment,  transfer  the 
Vidiory  to  thofe  who  fcemed  conquered. 
Thus  Fortune,  at  this  Inftant,  confijftent 
with  her  ufual  Cuftom,  effected  v/hat  the 
Courage  of  Men,  or  the  Force  of  Arms, 
were  not  able  to  obtain. 

A  Party  of  the  Stradiotti,  as  related, 
were  fent  to  get  PoffeiTion  of  the  Carri- 
ages, which  they  did  without  any  Oppo- 
fition :  As  foon  as  they  had  got  them  into 
their  Poffeflion,  fome  were  cany  in  g  off 
Mules,  fome  Horfes,  fom?  Harnefs,  to  the 
otlier  Side  of  the  River.  At  the  Sight  of 
fo  much  Plunder,  not  only  the  Siradtofti^ 
who  were  left  to  attack  die  French  in 
Flank,  but  many,  both  of  the  Horfe  and 
Foot,  even  of  thofe  who  were  engaged, 
quitted  their  Ports,  and  ran  in  Crowds 
towards  the  Carriages  :  By  this  fliame- 
ful  Diminution  of  their  Army,  the  Ita- 
Hans  were  obliged  to  give  Way,  efpecial- 
ly,  as  they  were  deprived  of  the  Aid  of 
^itonio  di  Montefeltro\  Regiment,  by  the 
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Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Gonzaga,  who  ^-  ^< 
alone  had  Power  iand  Orders  to  fend  forv.^.^^ 
him  in  Cafe  of  need. 

The  Marquis,  with  a  few  about  him, 
who  chofe  rather  to  run  the  Rifque  of 
their  Lives  than  ftain  their  Honour,  fuf- 
tained,  for  fome  Time,  the  whole  Weight 
of  the  Battle :  But  it  was  not  poffible  for 
a  Handful  of  Men  to  refift  fuch  Numbers, 
which  multiplied  continually  upon  them 
from  all  Parts.  So  after  a  great  many  had 
been  killed  and  wounded,  efpecially  of 
the  Mai-quis's  own  Regiment,  they  were 
obliged  to  run  away,  and  repafs  the  Ri- 
ver, which  being  fwelled,  not  only  by  the 
Rains  that  had  fallen  in  the  Night,  but 
alfo  by  a  great  Storm,  which  arofe  while 
they  were  in  the  Adlion,  rendered  the 
Paflage  very  difficult. 

The  Fre?ich  followed  them  to  the 
Banks  with  perpetual  Slaughter,  without 
making  any  Prifoners,  and  without  top- 
ping a  Minute  to  flrip  or  plunder :  On  the 
contrary,  Voices  were  continually  heard, 
crying,    Companions !  Remember   Guig- 

negate  ! 
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J.  D.  fiegate  !  Guignegate  is  a  Village  in  Picar-* 
{J^2L\dyy  near  Teroua?tne,  where,  in  the  latter 
Years  of  Lewis  XL  the  French  Army,  al- 
ready vidorious  over  Maximilian^  King  of 
the  Romans^  was  afterwards  routed  by 
breaking  their  Ranks,  and  falling  to 
plunder. 

Whilst  the  Battle  was  fighting  with 
fb  much  Bravery  on  this  Side,  the  Van  of 
the  French  prefented  itfclf  with  fuch  Re- 
folution  againfl  Count  Gj/^^jx^o's  Horfe,that 
the  Italians  were  feized  with  a  Panic,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  faw  none  of  their  People 
moved  to  affift  them :  They  were  broke, 
one  may  fay,  by  themfelves  ;  for  after 
fome  few  had  been  killed,  and  amonft  the 
reft  Giovanni  Ficcinino^  and  Galeazzo  di 
Corregio,  they  fled,  and  joined  their  main 
Squadron.  Marfhal  Gie  obferving,  that 
befides  the  Count's  Squadron,  there  was 
on  the  Banks,  on  this  Side,  another  Co- 
lonel with  his  Men  ranged,  would  not  per- 
mit a  Purfuit,  for  which  he  was  afterwards 
by  fome  commended  for  his  Prudence,  by 
others  blamed  for  his  Caution :  Thefe  laft, 

per- 
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jperhaps,  judged  more  by  the  Event,  than 
with  Reafon;  though  no  one  doubted, 
but  that  if  he  had  followed  them,  both  the 
Count  and  the  Colonel  would  have  fled, 
and  filled  the  reft,  on  that  Side,  with 
fuch  a  Terror,  that  they  muft  have  been 
all  broke:  For  when  the  Marquis  of 
Mantua,  who  with  a  Party  that  remained 
unbroken,  and  kept  clofe  to  him,  had 
paiTed  the  River,  he  found  the  reft  in 
Confufion,  every  one  employed  in  faving 
himfelf  and  his  Baggage  ^  and  the  great 
Road  that  leads  from  Piace?2za  to  Parma, 
full  of  Men,  Horfes,  and  Carriages,  mov- 
ing towards  the  Parmefan. 

This  Diforder  was  pardy  remedied  by 
the  Marquis's  Prcfence  and  Authority,  who 
immediately  fet  about  recalling  and  pla- 
cing them  in  Ranks ;  but  more  fo^  by  the 
Arrival  of  Count  Pitiglano,  who,  in  the 
Heat  of  the  Batde,  made  his  Efcape,  came 
to  the  Italian  Army,  and  aflured  them, 
that  the  Enemy  was  more  diiheartened, 
and  in  greater  Fear  than  themfelves.  It 
was  the  common  Report,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  his  Affurances,  the  whole  Camp 

would 
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would  have  broke  up  then,  or  at  furthcfl 
that  Night.  All  the  Italians  retired  into 
their  Camp,  excepting  thofe,  who  over- 
come with  Fear,  (as  on  fuch  Occafions  will 
happen)^  or  frightened  at  the  fwelling  of 
the  River,  were  difperfed  in  different  Pla- 
ces, moft  of  whom,  falling  in  with  French 
Parties,  were  cut  to  Pieces. 

The  King,  with  the  refl  of  the  Army, 
joined  his  Van ;  then  holding  a  Council, 
propofed  paffing  the  River  immediately, 
and  attacking  the  Enemy's  Camp.  Tri- 
vu/zi  wzs  of  this  Opinion,  as  alfo  Camillo 
Vitelli^  who  had  fent  his  Men  to  Genoa^ 
and,  with  a  few  Horfe,  had  followed  the 
King,  in  order  to  be  prefent  at  this  Battle  -, 
but  more  than  any  Francefco  SeccOy  who 
defired  them  to  obferve,  that  the  high 
Road  they  faw  at  a  Diflance,  was  full  of 
Horfe  and  Foot,  who  mufl  either  be  the 
Enemy  flying  to  Parma,  or  having  firft 
been  broke  in  the  Battle,  were  return- 
ijig  to  their  Camp. 

But  the  Pafllige  of  the  River  was 
thought  dangerous,  and  the  Army  being 

fati- 
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fatigued  with  the  Days  Work,  it  was 
refolved,  at  the  Inflance  of  the  French 
Officers,  to  encamp :  So  they  went  a 
Mile  off  to  a  Village  called  Medefa^ 
fituated  on  a  Hill,  and  there  formed  their 
Camp,  without  any  Order,  and  with  no 
frnall  Inconveniency  ;  for  feveral  of  their 
Carriages  had  been  taken  and  carried  off. 

^  This  was  the  Batde  between  the  French 
and  Italians  on  the  'Taro^  memorable  for 
its  being  the  iirfl,  that,  after  a  long  Series 
of  Years,  had  been  fought  in  Italy,  with 
Slaughter  and  Bloodfhed.  The  Lofs  of 
the  French  was  not  Two  Hundred  Men  5 
but  that  of  the .  Italians  was  above 
Three  Thoufand,  amongft  which  were 
Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  Rinuccio 
Far?iefe,  Commander  of  the  VenetianSy 
and  many  Gentlemen  of  Note.  Ber- 
nardino del  Montone,  another  great  Officer 
of  the  Venetians,  was,  by  the  Blow  of  an 
Iron  Club  on  his  Helmet,  left  for  Dead. 
He  was  a  Commander,  more  regarded  for 
the  Fame  of  Baccio  del  Mont 07ie,  his  Grand- 
father, one  of  the  firft  who  gave  Luftre  to 
the  Italian  Soldiery,  than  for  his  own 
Z  ,     Merit, 
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Merit.  So  much  Bloodfhed  feemed  ver^ 
terrible  to  the  Italians :  For  the  Battle  did 
not  laft  above  an  Hour,  and  was  fought 
only  with  fhort  Arms,  little  Ufe  being 
made  of  the  Artillery. 

Each  Side  claimed  the  Vidory ;  the 
Italians,  becaufe  their  Camp  and  Carriages 
were  fafe,  while  thofe  of  the  French 
were  rifled,  and  the  King's  Tent,  amongft 
other  Things,  carried  off:  They  alfo 
boafted,  that  the  French  would  have  been 
cut  to  Pieces,  had  not  their  own  People, 
inftead  of  fighting,  fallen  to  plundering  > 
which  did  not  feem  to  be  contradided 
by  the  French,  The  Venetians^  attributing 
to  themfelves  the  Glory  of  the  Day,  or- 
dered all  over  their  Dominions,  and  parti- 
cularly at  Venice,  Illuminations,  Fire- 
Works,  and  other  Marks  of  Joy. 

Private  Perfons  imitated  public 
Example  :  For  on  the  Tomb  of  Marchione 
^revifa?io,  in  the  Church  of  the  Minims^ 
are  engraved  thefe  Words  :  On  the  River 
Taro  he  fought  prof  per  oujly  againfi  Charles 
King  of  France.     But  the  Vidory  was 

uni- 
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univerfally  adjudged  to  the  French ^on  Ac-  ^-  ^* 
count  of  the  great  Difproportion  of  the^^^^^^^ 
Slain,  of  their  driving  the  Enemy  on  the 
other  Side  the  River,  and  becaufe  their 
Paflage  was  no  longer  obftrudted,  which 
was  all  they  contended  for,  the  Battle  be- 
ing fought  on  no  other  Account. 

The  Day  following  the  King  remained 
in  the  fame  Camp,  and,  thro'  the  Means 
oi  Argentofi^  a  Truce  was  agreed  on  till 
Night.  Charles  wanted  to  fecure  a  fafe 
Return ;  for  he  knew  that  many  of  the 
Italians  had  not  engaged;  and  feeing  them 
keep  their  Camp,  he  thought  fo  long 
a  March  through  the  Dutchy  of  Milany 
with  the  Enemy  in  his  Rear,  would  be 
dangerous  :  But  he  was  at  a  Lofs  how  to 
effect  it ;  for  thofe  he  applied  to  for  Ad- 
vice were  of  fo  weak  Capacity,  that  he* 
was  rather  perplexed  than  determined  by 
their  Counfels. 

The  Italians  were  for  fome  Time  no 

lefs  unrefolved  how  to  ad: ;  for  Count  Fi- 

tigliano  encouraged  them,  and  propofed 

aflaulting  the  Frejich  Camp  the  Night  af- 

Z  2  ter 
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^'  D.  ter  the  Battle,  whilft  they  lay  without  any 
^^J!^^  Order  or  Fortification:  But  this  Counfel, 
after  fome  Debates,  was  rejed:ed  as  too 
dangerous.  It  was  currently  reported  all 
over  Italy ^  that  the  Troops  oi  hodovico 
had  Orders  not  to  fight :  For  the  Vene- 
tian Army  being  fo  powerful,  and  in  his 
Dominions,  it  was  thought  he  dreaded 
more  their  Vidoiy,  than  that  of  the 
French^  who  he  wifhed  would  neither  de- 
feat nor  be  defeated ;  and,  that  at  all 
Events,  he  had  a  Mind  to  keep  his  Army 
entire,  which  occafioned  the  Lofs  of  the 
Batde. 

This  Rumour  was  fomented  by  the 
Marquis  of  Mantua^  and  by  the  Ve?ietian 
Officers,  which  they  did  to  keep  up  their 
Reputation,  and  was  induflrioufly  fpread 
about  by  all  thofe  who  ddfired  to  have  the 
Italian  Arms  in  good  Eftimation.  But  I 
heard  a  Perfon  of  Note,  who  was  in  Milan 
at  that  Time,  and  in  the  fecret  of  Afi^^ii's, 
confute  this  Report  with  great  Warmth  : 
He  affirmed,  that  almofr  all  Lodovico$ 
Forces  were  at  the  Siege  of  Novara,  and 
that  thofe  he  had  at  the  Tare  were  infig- 

nificant, 
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niiicant,  as  to  the  gaining  the  Vidloiy,  ^-  ■^• 
which  the  Allied  Army  would  have  ob-  ^^^^' 
tained,  if  they  had  not  made  fo  many  falfe 
Steps ;  it  was  plain,  Men  were  not  want- 
ing, for  many  of  the  Venetians  did  not  en- 
gage :  If  Count  Gaiazzo  fent  only  a  Part 
of  his  Troops  to  the  Battle,  and  thofe  with 
a  feeming  Unwillingnels,  it  might  pro- 
ceed from  this,  that  he  thought  the  Van 
of  the  Frerjoh  too  flrong,  and  would  not 
trull  the  whole  to  Fortune.  Thofe  who 
knew  the  Count  would  fooner  v/onder  to 
fee  him  undertake  a  bold  Adion  than  a 
cautious  one  :  Befides,  Sforzas  Army 
was  not  altogether  ufelefs ;  for  a;lthough 
they  did  not  %ht,  they  prevented  the 
Van  from  joining  the  King,  which  put 
him  under  a  Neceffity  of  fuftaining  the 
whole  Weight  of  the  Battle,  with  the 
fmallefl:  and  weakeft  Part  of  his  Forces, 
to  the  great  Peril  of  his  own  Perfcn. 

A  N  D,  if  I  miftake  not,  this  Opinion 
is  founded  not  fo.  much  upon  Conjed:ure 
as  on  Evidence;  for  Lodovico  would  fooner 
have  ordered  his  General  to  diffuade  the 
Vi' net  Jans  from  fighting,  well  knowing^ 
Z  3  ■  tkil 
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^'  ^«  that  if  they  were  routed,  his  own  Troops, 
tho*  not  engaged,  would  fufFer  by  being 
fo  near  them ;  and  by  what  kind  of  Rea- 
foning,Confideration,  or  Experience,  could 
he  promife  himfelf,  that  in  the  Battle  For- 
tune would  be  fo  equal,  that  the  King 
fhould  neither  defeat,  nor  be  defeated; 
nor  would  the  Venetians  have  fought 
againft  the  Advice  of  the  Duke's  Gene- 
rals ;  for  the  chief  End  of  fending  their 
Troops  was  to  protedt  his  Dominions. 

C  H  A  R  L  E  s  the  next  Morning  marched 
his  Army  before  Day-break,  without  found 
of  Trumpet,  to  conceal,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  his  Departure.  The  Allies  did  not 
ftir  that  Day,  nor  could  they  well  have 
purfued  them  on  Account  of  the  Waters, 
as  more  heavy  Rains  had  fallen  that  Night, 
and  made  the 'River  impaflable  the  beft 
Part  of  the  Day. 

At  Sun^Set,  Count  Gaiazzo  croffed  the 
River  with  Two  Hundred  Horfe,  and  gal- 
loped after  the  Enemy,  who  kept  the  high 
Road  to  Piacenza:  He  harrafled  them 
prcttv  much  that  Evening,  but  more  the  Day 

follow-^. 
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following.  The  French^  altho*  fatigued,  A-  D, 
went  on  in  good  Order,  and  were  plentifully  {^^^^^^^ 
fupplied  with  all  Neceffaries  by  the  Coun- 
try People,  fome  out  of  Fear  brought  Pro- 
viiions,  and  others,  at  the  Perfuaiions  of 
^rivulzi^  who  riding  before  with  the 
Horfe,  was  in  a  very  friendly  Manner  re- 
ceived by  all  the  G//^^ Party.  The  Allied 
Army  next  Day  marched  after  the  Enemy ; 
but  none  of  the  Commanders,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Venetian  Proveditors,  cared  to 
run  any  farther  Rifque ;  fo  they  kept  at 
a  Diflance,  without  annoying  them,  which 
they  might  eaiily  have  done  :  For  the  Se- 
cond Day  the  French  encamped  on  the 
other  Side  the  River  Trebbia,  a  little  be- 
yond Piacenza  j  but,  for  Conveniency  of 
Quarters,  Two  Hundred  Lances,  the 
Swifs^  and  mofl  of  the  Artillery,  lay  oi^ 
this  Side  the  River,  on  a  Space  of  Ground 
between  the  Trcbbia  and  the  Town. 

That  Night  the  Rain  fwelled  the 
Waters  to  "fuch  a  Degree,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  Endeavours,  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  any  of  thefe  to  pafs  till  late  the 
pext  Day,  nor  then,  without  a  great  deal 

^4        '  «f 
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of  DifBculty :  Yet  they  were  not  attacked, 
either  by  the  Army,  which  might  have 
come  up,  or  by  Count  *  Gaiazzo^  who  was 
gone  into  Piacenza,  to  keep  the  People 
from  revolting,  which  he  fufpeded, 
and  not  without  fome  Reafon :  For  if 
Charles  |had  followed  the  Counfel  of  7r/- 
vulziy  and  with  difplayed  Colours  pro- 
claimed Francefco,  the  young  Son  of  Gio- 
i:anni  GakazzOy  in  all  probability  that 
would  have  produced  a  Revolution  in  the 
Dutchy :  So  agreeable  was  the  Name  of 
the  Perfon  they  looked  upon  as  their  legi- 
timate Sovereign,  fo  odious  that  of  the 
Ufui-per,  and  of  fuch  Importance  Tri^ 
*vulzi^  Intereft ! 

But  the  King,  intent  only  on  getting 
forwards,  would  not  give  Ear  to  any 
Thing,  that  might  prolong  his  Stay,  and 
continued  his  March  with  all  Speed  ;  but, 
as  he  advanced,  he  began  to  find  Provi- 

fions 

*  G'lcvlo  accufcs  Count  GaiazKo,  and  his  Drother  it 
Rracn/fa,  o{  Treachery,  alledging  they  might  have  greatly 
mo\ei\ed  the  French t  inftead  of  which,  they  fupplied  them 
\vith  Provifions  at  Tortona^  where  they  kiffed  the  King's 
Hand.  Btmho  (ays  only,  that  the  Count,  by  keeping  &c 
{6  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Enemy,  gave  them  an  Op. 
portunity  of  gcLting  away  without  Lofs. 
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fions  grow  fcarce  :  For  Lodovico  had  pro-  ^-  l>* 
perly  diilributed  his  Troops,    where  he^^^l^^^ 
knew  they  were  to  pafs,  fome  in  Xortonay 
under  Gajparo  San  SeverinOy  furnamed  // 
Fracajfa,  and  fome  m  Alexandria  \  that  is  to 
fay,  a  Body  of  Horfe,  and  Two  Thoufand 
Foot,  which  he  detached  from  the  Camp 
2i\.Novara. 

The  French^  after  paffing  the  T^rebblay 
were  harraifed  in  Flank,  by  Count  Gai- 
azzoy  who  had  taken  with  him  Five  Hun- 
dred German  Foot  from  the  Garrifon  of 
Piacenza :  For  the  Venetian  Proveditors 
were  fo  terrified  at  the  Rifque  they  had 
run  at  the  T^aro^  that  they  refufed  to  fend 
him  the  Remainder  of  the  Light-Horfe, 
with  Four  Hundred  Men  at  Arms :  But 
the  King,  when  he  was  near  Alexan- 
dria^ turned  towards  the  Mountaip, 
where  the  River  'Ta7iaro  is  fhallow,  and 
without  Lofs  of  Men,  or  any  other  Da- 
mage, in  Eii^ht  Days  March  came  to  the 
Walls  of  4^'/}. 

Charles  entered  the  Town,  and 
encamped  his  Army  in  the  Neighbourr 

hood. 


346  THE  HISTORY    OF 

^^  D'  hood,  with  an  Intent  of  augmenting  it, 
^2^^^  and  remaining  in  Italy,  until  he  had  fe- 
cured  Novara,  The  Confederates  had  fol- 
lowed him  as  far  as  the  Tortonefe,  and 
there  joined  Lodovicos  People,  but  went 
no  further,  when  they  found  a  Purfuit 
would  be  to  no  Purpofe.  Novara  was  in 
great  Want  of  Provifions  \  for  the  Duke 
of  Orleam  had  not  only  negled:ed  to  fup- 
ply  it,  as  he  might  eafily  have  done  in  that 
plentiful  Country,  but  without  conlidcr- 
ing  the  Danger,  till  the  Remedy  was  too 
late,  permitted  his  Soldiers  profufely  to 
confume  what  Provifions  they  found  there. 

About  this  Time,  the  Cardinals  and 
the  Officers,  who  had  been  fent  againfl 
Genoa,  returned  to  the  Camp,  that  Expe- 
dition having  mifcarried.  Thofe  on  Board 
the  Fleet  had  taken  Spezie  and  Rapalle 
without  any  Refinance  :  But  the  Genoefe 
foon  fitted  out  a  Squadron  of  eight  Gal- 
lies,  and  a  fmall  Ship,  with  two  Bifcayan 
Barks,  and  in  the  Night  landed  Seven  Hun- 
dred Men,  who,  without  any  Difficulty, 
retook  Rapalle,  with  the  French  who  were 
in  it;  and  then  approaching  the  Roya} 

Fkct, 
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Fleet,  that  was  retired  in  the  Gulf,  after 
a  long  Engagement,  took  or  burnt  all  their 
Veffels ;  which,  with  the  taking  the  Ad- 
miral Prifoner,  rendered  thofe  Places  more 
renowned  for  this  Vid:ory,  than  for  that 
of  the  preceeding  Year,  when  the  Arra^ 
g07iians  were  routed.  Nor  was  this  Lofs 
repaired  by  thofe  who  were  fent  l^  Land. 
They  marched  by  the  Eaflern  Riviera^  as 
far  as  the  Valley  of  Bifagna^  and  the  Out- 
lets of  Genoa^  but  were  deceived  in  thcif 
Expectations  that  the  Town  would  rife; 
fo  on  hearing  the  bad  Tidings  of  their 
Fleet,  they  returned  in  a  fort  of  Flight, 
over  thofe  craggy  Mountains,  to  the  Vale 
of  Pozzeveriy  and  from  thence,  though 
much  encreafed  by  the  Country  People, 
and  others  fent  by  the  Duke  of  Savoyy 
they  proceeded  with  the  fame  Hafte  to-^ 
wards  Piedmont, 

This  Body  of  Troops  would,  without 
Doubt,  have  been  cut  to  Pieces,  if  the 
Soldiers  in  Genoa  had  fallied  out,  bu^  that 
was  not  thought  proper,  leaft  in  their  Ab- 
fence  the  Party  of  the  Fregofi  iliould  create 
fi  Tumult.     The  Cavaliy  under  Vitelli  at 

Chia'-jero^ 
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•^'  D.  Chiaveriy  hearing  the  bad  Succefs  of  thofe 
(^^..i^^ they  were  to  join,  returned  to  Savona,  not 
without  feme  Danger  5  and,  excepting 
Spezie,  all  the  other  Towns  on  that  Coaft 
were  recovered  by  the  Genoefe ;  as  was  al- 
fo  Ventimiglia  in  the  Weftern  Riviera^ 
which  had  been  occupied  by  Paolo  Bat- 
tijla  Fregofoy  and  other  Malccontents. 

All  this  while  there  were  as  great 
Agitations  in  Naples  as  in  Lomi^arJy,  but 
with  more  variety  of  Fortune.  Ferdi- 
nandoy  after  taking  Reggio^  attended  to  the 
recovering  of  the  Remainder  of  that  Pro- 
vince :  He  had  about  Six  Thoufand  Men, 
comprehending  the  Volunteers  who  came 
from  Sicily^  befides  xho.  SpaniJIo  Horfe  and 
Foot,  under  Gonfaho  Erna?idoy  one  of  the 
Aghilar  Family  of  Cordoua^  a  Man  of 
great  Courage,  who  had  learned  Experi- 
ence in  the  Wars  of  Granada.  On  his 
firft  Arrival  in  Italy^  by  the  boafting  Spa- 
niards he  was  called  the  Grand  Captain, 
to  denote  the  high  Efheem  they  had  of 
his  Merit ;  which  Name  afterwards,  by 
his  Acquifition  of  feveral  fignal  Vi(5tories, 

waii- 
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Was  univerfally  confirmed  and  perpetuated  ^-  ^* 
to  him.  ^..—v--^ 

This  Army  which  had  put  all  the 
Country  in  Motion,  was  met  at  Seminaray 
a  Village  near  the  Sea-Side,  by  Ohigni 
the  Commander  of  the  French,  who  were 
left  to  defend  Calabria :  He  had  alfo 
with  him  a  large  Body  of  Horfe  and  Foot 
compofed  of  the  Gentry  and  others,  at- 
tached to  the  French  Interefl.  When 
they  came  to  engage,  his  Troops  being 
moftly  regular,  foon  got  the  better  of  the 
Irregulars,  and  Unexperienced  :  For  not 
only  the  Italians  and  Sicilians  in  Ferdi^ 
nandos  Army  were  a  parcel  of  Men  got 
together  in  a  tumultuous  Manner ;  but 
the  Spaniards  alfo  were  but  newly  levied. 
Yet  at  firfl  they  fought  bravely,  after  the 
Example  of  their  Chief :  Ferdinando  had 
his  Horfe  killed  under  him,  and  would 
have  been  flain  or  taken  Prifoner,  if  Gio- 
van72i  di  Capua,  Brother  to  the  Duke  of 
termini,  who  had  been  his  Page,  and  al- 
ways a  Favourite,  had  not  difmounted,and 
placed  him  on  his  own  Horfe,  and  by  a 
memorable  Inflance  of  Angular  Fidelity  and 

Love, 
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^-  ^-  Love,  expofed  his  Life,  for  he  was  killed 
{J^^^  on  the  Spot.  Gonfaho  fled  over  the  Moun- 
tains to  Reggio,  and  Ferdinajido  to  Palma^ 
where  he  embarked  and  went  to  Mejfina ; 
but  not  in  the  leaft  dejected  by  his  Adver- 
fities,  he  refolved  to  try  his  Fortune  anew. 
He  was  fatisfied  of  the  AfFediion  of  the 
City  of  Naples^  and  the  Difpofition  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  to  revolt.  Several  of 
the  Barons  and  others  of  great  Intereft 
were  continually  preffing  him  to  return. 
Wherefore  not  to  give  Time  for  his 
Friends  to  grow  cool,  on  account  of  his 
Rout  in  Calabria^  with  great  Speed  he  got 
together  not  only  the  Gallies  that  he  had 
brought  from  IJchia^  and  thofe  that  went 
off  with  his  Father  Alfonjo  ;  but  alfo  thofe 
that  (as  has  been  faid)  came  from  Spavi^ 
and  whatever  other  VeiTels  he  could  pro- 
cure from  the  Towns  and  Barons  in  Sicily. 

With  this  Fleet  compofed  of  Sixty 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  twenty  fmaller,  he 
fet  fail  from  Mejjiria.'^     Ricajtmfio,  a  Cafa-- 

la?!, 

*  Corio  fays  One  Hundred  Veflels,  and  that  Ferdinand* 
had  not  on  board  a  Hundred  Men  fit  for  Land  Service, 
and  that  all  his  Cafh  was  One  Hundred  Ducats. 
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luHy  was  the  Admiral,  a  Man  of  great 
Courage,  and  experienced  in  Maritime 
Affairs.  This  Fleet  was  very  indifferently 
manned,  and  had  befides  few  Soldiers 
on  board  :  But  that  not  being  known  to 
the  Enemy,  the  King  thought  fuch  a 
powerful  Appearance  would  terrify  and 
prevent  the  Enemy  from  attacking  him. 

Though  Fej^dinando's  Forces  were 
fmall,  they  fodn  became  formidable  by 
the  Favour  and  good  Will  of  the  People : 
For  he  no  fooner  arrived  in  Sight  of  Sa- 
lerno,  than  that  City,  and  all  the  Towns 
along  the  Coafl  of  iW^^and  Cava^  ere(5led 
his  Standard:  He  then  failed  on,  and 
flood  two  Days  before  Naples,  in  Ex- 
pectation of  a  Revolution  in  his  Favour, 
but  was  difappointed :  For  the  French  ran 
to  Arms,  and  pofhing  Guards  in  all  pro- 
per Places,  put  a  Stop  to  the  Rebellion, 
which  was  ready  to  break  out,  and  might 
have  extricated  themfelves  from  all  Dan- 
ger, had  they  followed  with  Refolution 
the  good  Counfel  given  them  by  fome  of 
their  Party,  who,  apprized  how  ill  the 
Arragonian  Fleet  was  provided  with  fight- 
ing 
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A,  D.  ing  Men,  perfuaded  Monpenjier  to  equijj 
the  French  Veffels  that  were  in  Port,  and 
attack  them)  but  this  Advice  was  neg- 
ledted. 

Ferdinand o,  after  the  third  Day, 
deipairing  of  any  Change,  put  out  to  Sea 
for  Ifchia  3  but  his  Friends  confcious  of 
their  Danger,  and  that  their  Plot  mufl 
now  certainly  be  difcovered,  looked  upon 
his  Caufe  as  their  own  :  They  therefore 
privately  aifembled,  and  refolving  to  make 
a  Virtue  of  Neceflity,  difpatched  a  fmall 
Boat  with  an  Exprefs  to  recall  him  \  and 
to  delire,  that,  to  fupport  thofe  who  in- 
tended to  rife  in  his  Favour,  he  would 
land  all,  or  the  greateil  Part  of  his  Men 
on  Board. 

The  King  embraced  the  Oifer,  and 
failed  back  to  Naples  the  Day  following, 
which  happened  to  be  the  fame  Day  the 
Batde  was  fought  at  the  I'aro :  He  ap- 
proached die  Shore,  to  land  his  Men  at 
the  Maddalenay  a  Mile  diflant  from  the 
City,  where  the  little  River  Sebeto  runs 
into  the  Sea  3  a  River  which  deferves  ra- 
ther 
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ther  the  Name  of  a  Brook,  and  would  ^-   ^• 
hardly  have   been   diffinguifhed  by   anyv..^;^ 
Name  at  all,  if  the  Neapolitan  Poets  had 
not  thought  proper  to  give  it  one. 

MoNPENSiER,  as  ready  to  proceed 
v^ith  Rafhnefs,  where  Caution  was  necef- 
fary,  as  he  had  been  with  Fear,  where 
Courage  the  Day  before  was  requilite,  left 
the  City  almoft  deftitutc  of  Troops  to  op- 
pofe  the  Enemy *s  landing.  The  Neapo- 
litans rejoiced  at  an  Opportunity,  which 
they  could  never  have  expedled,  fome  of 
them  immediately  flew  to  Arms,  and  gave 
notice  of  their  Rifing  by  tolling  the  Bell 
of  the  Carmelites  near  the  Walls  of  the  City; 
and  that  being  anfvvered  by  all  the  reft, 
the  People  foon  gathered  from  all  Quar- 
ters, took  Pofleflion  of  the  Gates,  and 
cried  out  Ferdinando  I  * 

This   fudden   Tumult   alarmed   the 

French^  v/ho  finding  the  Way  they  came 

out  at  obftrud:ed,and  not  thinking  it  advif- 

able  to  remain  between  the  Rebel  City 

A  a  and 

*  The  Neapolitans  gave  notice  to  the  King  of  their 
RifiJig  bydifplaying  a  white  Sheet. 
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and  Ferdinando's  Fire,  marched  round  the 
Walls,  up  a  high,  long,  and  difficult 
Hill,  intending  to  get  into  the  Town 
through  tlie  Gate  that  was  near  Cafllc 
NuGvo,  Ferdinando  in  the  mean  time, 
Terdivan-  ^^^^  ^^^^  Napks  on  Horfeback,  with 
do  in  ^a-  fomc  of  his  FoUowcrs,  rode  all  over  the 
^  "'  Town,  and  was  received  with  Tranfports 
of  Joy.  The  Ladies  from  their  Windows 
threw  Flowers  and  fweet-fccnted  Waters  j 
feveral  of  the  Nobles  ran  into  the  Streets 
to  embrace  him,  and  wipe  off  the  Sweat 
from  his  Brows ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
nothing  was  negledted  that  was  neceffary 
for  their  Defence. 

The  Marquis  of  Pefcara,  with  the 
Soldiers  who  entered  with  Ferdinando^ 
and  feveral  young  Nobles,  employed 
themfelves  in  barricading  and  fortifying 
the  Ends  of  the  Streets,  where  they  ap- 
prehended the  French  from  the  Callle 
might  come  upon  them.  As  foon  as 
Monpcnjier  had  got  together  his  Men  in 
the  Piazza  before  the  Callle,  he  made  all 
his  Ettbrts  to  advance  into  the  inhabited 
Quarters   of    the  Town  ;    but     was     fo 

molcfted 
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inoleftedbytheCrofs-BowsandfinallArtil-  ^-   ^' 
lery,and  found  all  the  Streets  fo  well  fecured,uJ!^iLj 
that  Night  approaching,  he  ordered  his 
Troops  to  retire  into   the  Caftle,  leaving, 
between  ufeful  and  unufeful,  at  leaft  Two 
Thoufand  Horfe,  in  the  Square,  as  there 
was  neither  Room  nor  Provifion  for  them 
in   the   Caille.     Ivo   d'  Allegri^  a   brave  ^<'»P^^- 
Officer,  Antonello  Prince  of  Salerno^    andhimfelfup 
fcveral  other  Perfons  of  Diilindlion,  both  jl!?  ^|^^ 
French  and   Italians^  fhut  themfelves  up 
with  Monpenjier.     For  feveral  Days  they 
made  frequent  Sallies,  and  fired  the  Ar- 
tillery, but  being  always  gallantly  repulfed, 
they  gave  over   all  Hopes  of  recovering 
the  Town. 

The  Example  of  Naples  was  followed 
by  Capua ^.  Averfa^  the  Caftle  of  Mondra- 
goney  and  many  neighbouring  Villages  ; 
and  the  whole  Kingdom  feemed  ripe  for 
a  Change.  The  People  of  Gaeta^  at  the 
Sight  of  foiTie  of  Ferdhmndos  Veffels  that 
made  towards  Jihe  Shore,  having  taken 
up  Arms  with  more  Refolution  than  Pru- 
dence, were  defeated  with  great  Slaughter 
A  a  2  by 
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by  the  French  Garrifon,  and  the  Towrt 
was  pillaged. 

A  T  the  fame  Time  the  Ve?ieiian  Fleet 
landed  fome  Men  .near  Monopoli^  a  City 
in  Pugliay  and  attacked  it  by  Sea  and 
Land  ;  Piero  Bembo,  Commander  of  one 
of  the  Venetian  G allies,  was  killed  by 
a  Cannon  Ball ;  neverthelefs  the  Town 
was  vigoroufly  alTaulted,  which  fo  difcou- 
taged  the  French  Governor,  that  he  foon 
furrendered  >  the  Caflle  of  Fugliajio  alfo 
was  given  up  by  Compofition. 

F  E  R  D  I  N  A  N  D  o,  in  the  mean  time,; 
was  employed  in  getting  PofTeffion  of 
Caftle  Niiovo  and  Caflle  delP  Uovo,  and 
hoped  to  reduce  them  by  Famine;  for 
Provifions  were  fcarce,  confidcring  the 
Number  of  Soldiers  that  were  therein,  and 
he  rendered  them  flill  fcarcer  by  taking 
PoffefTion  of  the  adjacent  Villages.  The 
French,  to  fecure  their  Fleet,  which  was 
in  great  Danger  in  the  Port,  brought  it 
between  the  Tower  of  St.  Vincent^  Caftle 
dclF  Uovo,  ,and  Fizztfalcone  :  This  Fleet 
confifted  of  Five  Ships,  Four  Light  Gal- 
lics, 
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lies,  a  fmall  Galliot,  and  a  Galleon. 
They  kept  Poffeffion  of  the  back  part  of 
Caftle  Nuovo,  adjoining  to  the  Royal 
Gardens,  extended  themfelves  to  Capella, 
^nd  fortifying  the  Monallery  of  the  Croce^ 
they  covered  the  Road  as  far  as  Piedi- 
grotta  and  San  Martiiio, 

Ferdi  NANDO  fecured  and  fortifieS 
that  Spot  of  Ground  made  ufe  of  for 
Horfe-Races,  and  after  making  a  covered 
Way  to  the  Incoronata^  he  occupied  Mount 
St.  Ermo  and  the  Hill  Pizzifalcoue^  but 
not  the  Citadel,  which  was  built  on  the 
Top  of  the  Hill,  in  order  to  get  that  alfo, 
which  commanded  the  Country  round 
about  the  Enemy,  he  attacked  thofe  in  the 
Monaftery  of  the  Croce ;  but  the  Artillery 
played  on  him  fo  brifkly,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  defift ;  yet  he  hoped  to  get  it  by 
^  Stratagem,  which  afterwards  proved  fata} 
to  the  Contriver. 


The  Marquis  of  Pefcara  kept  a  private    j.j.^^ 
Intelligence  with  a  Black  in  the  Monafteiy,  Death  of 
who  had  been  his  Servant :  One  Night  he^^^^ig^o^' 
^ame  to  the  Walls  of  the   Monaflerv  to  '"'^Mra, 
A  a  ^  fix 
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fix  with  this  Black  the  Manner  and  Time 
of  admitting  the  Arragonians  ;  but  whilft: 
the  Marquis  was  mounted  on  a  Ladder, 
he  was  fhot  through  the  Throat  by  an 
Arrow,  and  killed  on  the  Spot. 


TroCp^ro        The  Return  of  Profpero  and  Fahritia 

A      XT 

Tritiorl-  Co/onna,  who  had  quitted  the  French  Ser- 

volt  to    yice,  was  of  nafmall  Credit  to  Ferdinan- 

gi[  '     '  dos  Affairs  :  They  came  in  very  foon,  on 

a  Pretence,  that  the  Salary  they  had  agreed 

for  was  not  paid,    and  becaufe   too  great 

a  Regard  was  ihewn  to  Virginio  Orjini 

)  and    Count    Pitigliano,     Thefe   Reafons 

were   generally  thought  mean,    and  not 

fufficient  to  juflify  fo  much  Ingratitude 

to  a  Prince  who  had  heaped  upon  them 

fo  many  Favours  :    But,  perhaps,    thefe 

very  Favours  were  the  Qccafion  of  their 

I  ][levolt ;  as    they  might   think  that,  the 

furcft  Method,  on  the  Declenfion  of  the 

French  Intereft,    to   preferve  what   they 

had  acquired. 

The  Caftle  being  thus  blockaded, 
and  the  Sea  at  prefent  fecured,  the  Want 
of  Proviflons  daily    encreafe.d,    and   tjae 

only 
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only  Hopes  the  Befieged  had  left  were 
the  Expediation  of  the  Succours  the  King- 
had  promifed  to  fend  them.  As  foon  as 
Charles  was  arrived  at  A/Jiy  Perone  -di 
Baccio  was  difpatched  to  Villa-Francay 
with  Orders  for  a  Fleet  to  be  fent  out 
with  Two  Thoufand  Gafco?js  and  Swtfs^ 
and  to  carry  with  them  Provifions  for  the 
Caftles.  Monf.  d'  Arhaji  was  both  General 
and  Admiral  ^  a  good  Land-Officer,  but 
knew  litde  of  Sea  Affairs  :  He  failed  to 
the  Ille  of  PorezOy  where  he  difcovered 
Ferdinando's  Fleet,  that  confifled  of  Thirty 
Ships,  and  Two  large  Genoefe  Veflels ;  at 
the  Sight  of  which  he  was  fo  terrified, 
that  he  tacked  about  and  went  off:  He 
was  purfued  to  the  Jile  of  Elba,  but,  with 
the  Lofs  of  one  Bijcaya?i  VefTel  only,  he 
got  into  Livomo,  where  his  Authority 
was  not  fufRcient  to  prevent  his  Mea 
from  landing,  and  going  to  Pi/a, 

This  Difappointment  induced  Mon^ 
penfier,  after  a  Siege  of  Three  Months, 
to  refolve  on  a  Treaty,  which  v/as  foon 
concluded  :  The  Conditions  were,  Tha^ 
the  Caflle  fliould  be  given  up,  if  not  re- 
A  a  4.  licved 


THE  HISTORY    OF 

lieved  in  a  Month  :  That  the  French 
ihould  not  be  molefted  in  their  Perfons  or 
Effedls,  but  be  permitted  to  go  to  Pro- 
vence ;  and  Ivo  i  Allegri  and  Three  more 
were  delivered  as  Hoflages.  So  fhort  a 
Time  could  not  admit  of  any  Succour, 
but  from  the  French  in  that  Kingdom  : 
Therefore,  as  foon  as  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  were  known,  Monf.  de  Perjty  with 
the  Swifs  which  he  commanded,  and 
fome  Lances,  accompanied  by  the  Prince 
of  Bifignajio^  and  many  other  Barons, 
moved  towards  Naples, 

Ferdinand  o,  aware  of  this,  had 
fent  Count  Matalona  to  Eboli^  with  an 
Army  got  together  in  great  hafte  by  his 
Friends.  It  was  fuperior  in  Number  to 
that  of  the  Enemy,  but  at  the  Sight  of 
the  French  near  the  Lake  of  Pizzoloy  they 
turned  and  fled  ;  yet  as  they  were  not 
much  purfued,  they  got  with  little  Lofs, 
firfl  to  Nola^  and  then  to  Naples,  Venantio 
the  Son  of  Giulio  Verano^  Lord  of  Came- 
rino^  was  taken  Prifoner  in  the  Flight. 
The  French  marched  on  to  relieve  the 
Caflle,  and  had  got  fo  much  Credit  by 
this  laft  Advantage,  that  Ferdinando  was 

inclined 
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inclined  once  more  to  abandon  Naples,  but 
refum*d  Courage  at  the  Intreaties  of  the 
Neapolitans,  who,  as  much  out  of  Fear  on 
account  of  their  Rebellion,  as  of  Affection 
to  his  Perfon,  preiTed  and  prevailed  on  him 
to  flay.  He  polled  his  Army  at  Capella^ 
and  to  prevent  the  Enemy's  Approach  to 
the  Caflle,  formed  a  Line  from  the  Moun- 
tain St.Ermo  to  Caille  dellVovo,  and  lined 
with  Artillery  and  Soldiers  all  the  Hill,  as 
far  as  Capella,  and  beyond  it. 

The  French  came  by  the  Way  of  Sa- 
lerno to  Nocera,  through  Cava,  and  by  the 
Mountain  of  Piedigrotta,  had  got  into 
Chiaia  near  Naples :  But  they  found  all 
Places  fo  well  defended,  Ferdmando  fo  re- 
folute,  and  were  fo  annoy 'd  by  the  Artil- 
lery from  the  Mount  of  Pizzifalcone,  (fo 
famous  for  the  fumptuous  Feafts  oiLucullus) 
which  commands  Caflle  deW  Uovo,  that 
they  did  not  think  proper  to  approach  Ca- 
pella :  It  was  not  poffible  for  them  to  re- 
main long  in  the  Pofl  they  were  in  ;  for 
Nature,  that  has  beflowed  on  that  Coafl 
many  Delicacies,  has  not  provided  it  with 
frefh  Water.     This  obliged  them  to  retire 

in 
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^-  D-   in  fuch  Hafte,  that  they  left  behind  them 
^^^^^^l^two  or  three  Pieces  of  Artillery,  and  part 
of  the  Provifions  they  had  brought  to  fup- 
ply  the  Caftlc. 

Ferdinand o,  without  raifing  the 
Siege,  followed  the  Enemy,  and  en- 
camped his  Army  in  the  Plain  of  Palmiy 
near  Sami  *. 

MoNPENSiER,  defpairing  now  of  any 
Relief,  left  Three  Hundred  Men  in  the 
Caftle,  which  was  a  fufiicient  Number 
both  for  the  Provifions  and  for  the  De- 
fence; and  after  putting  a  Garrifon  in  Caftle 
£lelf  Uovo,  he  embarked  in  the  Night,  with 
Five  and  Twenty  Hundred  Men  in  his 
Fleet,  and  went  to  Salerno,  Ferdi?tando 
complained  greatly  of  this  Proceeding, 
alledging,  that  Monpeiifier  ought  not  to 
have  gone  off  before  the  Time  of  furren- 
dering  was  expired,  without  giving  up  both 
the  Caftles.  He  was  once  difpofed,  as 
the  Laws  of  War  permitted  him,  to  re- 
venge this  Breach  of  Faith  with  the  Blood 

of 

*  At  this  place  there  was  a  Battle  fought  bctwcci^ 
hlarcillu$  and  Hannitt  i. 
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of  the  Hoftages,  efpecially  when  he  found  ^' D. 
the  Garrifon  refufed  to  furrender  at  the  i^J^^l'^ 
Time  ftipulated. 

They  flood  out  above  a  Month  be-Ca{tleiV»- 
yond  the  Term  of  their  Capitulation,  andr^nderJ 
then  being  almoft  famifhed,  gave  up  the 
Caflle,  but  on  Condition  the  Hoftages 
Ihould  be  releafed.  Soon  after  the  Gar- 
rifon of  Caflle  deir  Uovo  agreed  alfo  to  re- 
tire, in  cafe  they  were  not  relieved  before 
the  firfl  Day  of  the  following  Lent. 

About  this  Time  died  at  ikT^///^ Death  of 
Alfonfo  oiArragon,  whofe  Glory  and  For-^^JJ?/^" 
tune, ,  which  had  rendered  his  Name  fo 
illuflrious,  when  Duke  of  Calabria^  was 
converted  into  Infamy  and  Mifery,  after 
he  afcended  the  Throne.  It  was  reported, 
a  litde  before  his  Death,  that  he  repented 
of  his  Refignation,  and  begged  his  Son 
to  fuffer  him  to  return  again  to  NapleSy 
where  the  Hatred,  formerly  conceived 
againfl  him,  was  now  changed  into  Be- 
pevolence.  But  Fcrdinando^  according  to 
the  common  Pradlice  of  Mankind,  ad:u- 
ated  more  by  a  Regard  to  his  private  In- 

tereft. 
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tereft,  and  the  Pleafure  of  reigning,  than 
by  Duty  and  Filial  AfFedlion,  gave  him 
an  Anfwer,  not  lefs  fharp  than  prudent ; 
which  was,  that  the  beft  Courfe  for  him 
would  be  to  flay  till  the  Kingdom  was 
fo  fettled,  that  he  might  never  more  be 
obliged  to  abandon  it. 

Ferdinando,  to  ftrengthen  his  In- 
tereft  with  Spain,  obtained  the  Pope's  Dif- 
penfation,  to  marry  his  Aunt  Giovannay 
the  Daughter  of  Ferdhiandoy  his  Grand- 
Father,  and  of  Giovannay  Sifter  to  the 
prefent  King  of  Spain^ 

Siege  of  Wh  I  l  s  t  the  Caflles  of  Naples  were 
befieging,  the  City  of  Novara  was  very 
much  flraitned;  for  the  Duke  oi  Milan 
had  a  powerful  Army,  and  the  Veneti^ 
^72s  wcvt  fo  earnefl  in  aflifling  them,  that 
it  was  thought  they  had  feldom  been  lefs 
fparing  of  their  Money  than  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  *. 

There 

*  The  Venetinns  expended  One  Hundred  ThoufantJ 
(Golden  Ducats  a  Month  to  fupport  this  War.  Al'-ffundTia, 
^entditti. 
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A.   D. 

There  were  reckoned  in  the  Allied  Ar-  {J^^^ 
my  Three  Thoufand  Men  at  Arms,  Three 
Thoufand  Light-Horfe,  a  Thoufand  Ger- 
man Horfe,  and  Five  Thoufand  Italian 
Foot :  But  the  Strength  of  this  Army  con- 
lifled  in  Ten  Thoufand  Lance-Knights, 
the  Name  by  which  the  German  Foot  were 
commonly  known.  Thefe  were  moflly 
in  the  Pay  of  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  were 
intended  to  oppofe  the  Swifs :  For  the  Ita-- 
Han  Foot  had  loft  their  Credit,  iincc  the 
Arrival  of  the  French,  The  Germans  had 
many  brave  Commanders ;  the  chief 
amongft  them  was  Giorgio  di  Pietrapanta^ 
a  Native  of  Aiijlria,  who  fometime  before 
had  ferved  under  Maximilian^  King  of  the 
Romans,  and  eftablifhed  his  Reputation  at 
the  Siege  of  St.  Omers,  which  he  took  from 
the  French. 

T  H  E  Vejietians  thought  it  as  neceflary 
to  encourage  their  Army,  as  to  increafe  it. 
They,  therefore,  conferred  on  the  Mar- 
quis of  Mantua  the  Title  of  Captain-Ge- 
neral of  their  Forces,  who,  before  his 
brave  Condud  in  the  Battle  of  the  "Taro^ 

had 
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^.  D.  had  only  the  Name  of  Governor,  and  as 
J^-^  an  Example  of  Generofity  for  ever  to  be 
recorded,  they  not  only  increafed  the  Pay 
of  thofe  who  behaved  gallantly  in  that 
Adlion,  but  gave  Penfions  to  feveral  Male 
Children  of  the  Slain,  and  Portions  to 
their  Daughters. 

With  this  great  Army  the  Siege  was 
carried  on  :  The  Confederates,  who  were 
determined  moftly  by  what  Lodovico  pro- 
pofed,  had  refolved,  by  his  Advice,  not  to 
run  the  Rifque  of  a  Batde,  unlefs  they  were 
forced.  They  fortified  themfelves  in  pro- 
per Places  about  Novara,  to  prevent  its 
being  fupplied  with  Provifions,  of  which 
they  knew  there  was  fuch  a  Scarcity  in  the 
Town,  that  it  would  foon  be  obliged  to 
furrender,  if  not  fpeedily  fupplied  :  For 
befides  the  Inhabitants  and  Peafants,  who 
had  reforted  thither,  the  Duke  of  Orka^is^ 
between  French  and  Swijs^  had  above 
Seven  Thoufand  chofen  Men.  There- 
fore Gakazzo  di  San  SevcnnOy  as  he  could 
not  well  take  the  Town  by  AfTault,  en- 
camped at  the  Mills,  with  the  Duke  of 
Mila?{s  Army,  a  Place  very  convenient 
to  hinder  Provifions  coming  from  Fercelli, 

The 
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The  Marquis  oi  Mantua,  with  the  Ve- 
netiajjSy  took  feveral  Villages,  Sword  in 
Hand  >  got  the  Caftle  of  Brioiie,  which 
was  of  fome  Importance,  and  fupplied 
Camariano  and  Bolgariy  that  lay  between 
Novara  and  Vercelli :  Then  to  hinder  the 
Town  from  any  Sort  of  Communication 
with  the  Country,  they  diftributed  the 
Army  in  proper  Pofls  about  Novara,  and 
fortified  all  their  Quarters. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  King  oi France^ 
to  be  nearer  that  Town,  went  to  Huriuy 
from  whence  he  made  frequent  Viiits  to  a . 
Lady  at  Cheri,  for  whom  he  had  a  great 
Regard :  But  Gallantry  did  not  take  off 
his  Attention  from  providing  what  was 
neceffary  for  the  War  :  He  was  very  folli- 
citous  in  getting  Two  Thoufand  Lances 
from  France,  and  no  lefs  in  haftening  the 
Arrival  of  Ten  Thoufand  Swifs,  whom 
the  Bailiff  of  Dijon  was  gone  to  enlift. 
On  their  Arrival,  he  intended  to  relieve 
Novara  at  all  Events,  but  without  them 
he  would  not  venture  to  attempt  any 
Thing  of  Confequence. 

For 
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For  the  French  Nation,  though  po- 
tent in  Cavalry,  and  noted  for  its  great 
Quantity  of  Artillery,  and  Skill  in  manag- 
ing it,  yet  was  very  weak  in  Infantry ;  be- 
caufe  the  Ufe  of  Arms  and  Military  Exer- 
cifes  of  late  had  been  encouraged  only 
I  amongfl  the  Nobility ;  and  the  common 
People  were  degenerated  from  their  An- 
ceftors.  This  proceeded  from  a  long  Cef- 
fation  of  Wars,  when  the  lowed  Sort  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  Mechanical  Employ- 
ments, and  attended  only  to  reap  thofe 
Profits  which  accrue  from  Trade  in  Times 
of  Peace. 

To  encourage  this  Difpofition,  feveral 
of  the  laft  Kings  had  difarmed  the  Peo- 
Iple,  and  endeavoured  to  alienate  their 
Minds  from  Military  Exercifes,  induced 
thereunto  by  various  Inftances  of  popular 
Infurredlions  and  Rebellions.  The  French, 
on  this  Account,  could  not  trufl  to  the 
Valour  of  their  own  Infantry,  but  went 
timoroufly  to  War,  if  their  Army  was  not 
provided  with  a  fufficient  Body  of  Swifs. 
Their  Nation,ever  unconquered  and  fierce, 

had 
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had  greatly  encreafed  its  Reputation  for  ^-  ^' 
thefe  Twenty  Years  laftpaft:  For  when 
they  were  attacked  by  the  powerful  Army 
of  Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy^  who  for 
his  Courage  and  Power  was  a  Terror,  not 
only  to  France^  but  to  all  his  Neighbours, 
in  a  few  Months  they  beat  him  three 
Times ;  and  at  laft  he  was  found  dead 
amongil  the  Slain,  but  whether  killed  ia 
the  Battle  or  Flight,  was  never  particu- 
larly known.  It  was  therefore  on  Account 
of  their  Courage,  and  becaufe  the  French 
had  no  Sort  of  Emulation,  or  Reafon  to 
be  jealous  of  them,  as  they  were  of  the 
Gennans^  that  they  inlifled  no  other  Fo- 
reign Foot  but  Swtfs,  and  made  ufe  of 
them  in  all  important  Wars  :  And  well 
knowing  how  difficult  and  dangerous  it 
was  to  fuccour  No'vara,  furrounded  by 
fo  vaff:  an  Army,  and  fight  againft  fuch  a 
Body  of  German  Foot,  who  had  the  fame 
Difcipline  as  the  Swifs^  they  never  ex- 
pelled their  Arrival  with  more  Anxiety, 
than  at  this  Jundlure. 

The  Cityof  F'^r^^/Z/Isfituated between 

7urin  and  Notara :    It  was  formerly  a 

B  b  .  Mem- 
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^'  D,  Member  of  the  Dutchy  of  MAz//,  btrt 
i^y^^^  yielded  by  Philippo  Maria  Vifcotiti,  during 
the  long  War  he  was  engaged  in  with  the 
Venetians  and  Florentines^  to  Amodeo  Duke 
of  Savoy ^  to  keep  him  from  entering  in- 
to an  Alliance  with  his  Enemies.  Nei- 
ther Side  as  yet  had  fent  Soldiers  into  this 
Town  ;  for  the  Dutchefs,  Mother  and 
Guardian  to  the  young  Duke  of  Savoy y 
was  quite  French  by  Inclination,  but  would 
not  difcover  her  Sentiments  till  fhe  could 
be  protected  j  and,  therefore,  had  hither* 
to  amufed  the  Duke  of  Milan  with  fmooth 
Speeches  and  flattering  Hopes :  But  when 
the  King,  who  had  now  a  numerous  Ar- 
my, came  to  I'urin,  fhe  confented  that  he 
fhould  put  a  Garrifon  in  that  Town, which, 
on  Account  of  its  Situation,  encreafed 
greatly  his  Hopes  of  relieving  Novara, 
when  all  his  Forces  fliould  be  got  to- 
gether. 

The  Confederates  begafi  to  be  doubt- 
ful of  their  Succefs,  and,  therefore,  to 
encourage  them,  and  to  fettle  a  Plan  for 
future  Operations,  Lodovico  Sforza  went 
ill  Perfon  to  the  Army,  accompanied  by 

Beatrice 
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Beatrice  his  Wife,  his  conftant  Compa- 
panion,  as  well  in  Affairs  of  Moment,  as 
in  Diveriions.  In  his  Prefence,  and,  as 
reported,  by  his  Advice,  after  many  De- 
bates, it  was  concluded  by  the  Generals, 
that,  for  mutual  Safety,  the  Venetians 
fhould  join  the  Sforza  Army  at  the  Mills, 
after  leaving  fufficient  Garrifons  in  all  the 
Places  about  Novara^  which  might  any 
ways  contribute  to  the  Siege :  That  Bol- 
gari  ihould  be  abandoned,  as  being  only 
Three  Miles  diftant  from  the  Town  j  for 
if  the  French  fliould  attack  it  with  a  great 
Force,  they  fliould  be  obliged,  either 
fliamefuUy  to  deliver  it  up,  or,  contrary  to 
what  had  been  fetded,  put  the  whole  Ar- 
my in  Motion  to  protect  it :  That  in  G?- 
mariajio  (which  was  three  Miles  from 
their  Camp)  the  Garrifon  fhould  be 
augmented,  and  the  Camp  be  fortified 
with  Ditches,  Barriers,  and  a  great  Quan- 
tity of  Artillery  -,  frequent  Confultations 
fliould  be  held  about  what  new  Mea- 
fures  were  proper  to  be  taken,  according 
to  the  Motions  of  the  Enemy;  and,  laftly, 
not  to  omit  to  cut  down  the  Trees,  and  to 
deflroy  every  Thing  up  to  the  Walls  of 
B  b  2  Novara^^ 
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^'  ^'    Novara,  that  might  be  of  any  ufe  to  the 

^^,-y-^  Befieged,  or  their  Horfes,  of  which  there 

were  a  great  Number  in  the  Town. 

These  Things  being  fettled,  and  a 
general  Review  made  of  the  Army,  Lo-* 
doijico  returned  to  Milan,  tp  be  at  Hand 
to  make  the  neceffary  Provifions  that  from 
Time  to  Time  would  be  required  :  And 
that  the  Spiritual  Arrhs  might  be  afliftant 
to  the  Temporal  Forces,  the  Allies  pre- 
vailed on  the  Pope  to  fend  one  of  his 
Mace-Bearers  to  Chafles,  commanding  him 
in  Ten  Days  to  quit  Italy  with  itiis  Army : 
He  afligned  him  another  fhort  Time  to 
withdraw  his  Troops  from  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples  -,  and,  in  Cafe  of  Difobedience, 
cited  him  to  appear  in  Perfon  at  Rome,  un- 
der the  Penalty  of  Spiritual  Punidiments, 
accompanied  with  the  Threats  ufually  de- 
nounced on  fuch  Occafions. 

This  \vas  a  Step  formerly  taken  by 
Popes  on  dangerous  Occafions.  .Xhus  we 
lead  that  with  no  other  Weapons  ^Jri- 
an,  the  iirll:  of  that  Name,  obliged  T)cfi^ 
derio.  King  of  the  Lombards,    who  was 

marching 
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marching  with  a  powerful  Army  towards  ^-  ^• 
Rome^  to  return  to  Pavia,  after  he  had  Uq.*y^ 
advanced  z%  far  as  Ttr;?/.  But  in  our  Days 
that  Reverence  and  Majefty,  which  the 
Sandity  of  the  Popes  Lives  had  procured 
.  them,  was  wanting  -,  and  it  was  not  at  all 
\  likely,  that  different  Manners  and  Ex-^ 
amples  fhould  produce  the  fame  Effefe. 
Charles^  therefore,  treated  this  Order  with 
Scorn,  and  made  anfwer.  That  fince  his 
Holinefs,  at  his  Return  from  Naples,  did 
not  think  proper  to  wait  for  him  at  Rome^ 
whether  he  was  going,  in  an  humble 
Manner,  to  kifs  his  Feet,  he  wondered 
very  much  he  fhould  defire  to  fee  him 
nov/;  however,  in  Obedience  to  his  Com- 
mands, he  fhould  apply  himftlf  ferioufly 
to  force  his  Way  to  him ;  and  that  he 
might  iK)t  take  fo  much  Trouble  in  vain, 
Jie  beggpd  he  would  not  be  out  of  the 
Way. 

Charles,  about  this  Time,  concluded 
a  new  Treaty  at  T^urln  with  the  Floren^ 
tine  Ambaffadors,  but  not  without  a  flrong 
Oppofition  from  fuch  of  his  Miniflers, 
Vvho  formerly  had  fliewn  themfelves  no 
P  b  3  Friends 
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Friends  to  that  Republic,  and  who  un-: 
luckily  had  now  an  Occafion  given  to  raife 
frefh  Objections.  After  the  Florentines  had 
recovered  the  Caftles,  which  lay  on  the 
Hills  near  Fifa^  and  obtained  Pontefacco^ 
on  Condition  that  the  Soldiers  fhould  re- 
tire in  Safety,  contrary  to  this  Capitula- 
tion, they  had  put  to  the  Sword  feveral 
of  the  GaJco7is  in  the  Fort,  as  they 
marched  out  intermixed  with  the  Pifans^ 
and  afterwards  exercifed  diverfe  Instances 
of  Inhumanity  againfl  the  dead  Bodies. 

The  State  of  the  Cafe  was  this:  Some 
of  the  Florentine  Soldiers,  when  Prifoners 
in  the  French  Army,  had  been  very  ill 
ufed,  and  took  this  Opportunity  to  gra- 
tify their  Revenge.  The  French  Mini- 
fters  well  knew  the  Republic  had  no 
Hand  in  the  Affair,  and  that  many  more 
would  have  been  killed,  if  the  Flcrcntiiie 
CommifTaries  had  not  interpofed  v^ith  their 
Authority,  and  faved  them.  Yet  their 
Enemies  at  Court  made  a  Handle  of  this 
Action,  to  prove  the  innate  Enmity  of  the 
Florentines  to  the  French,  This  retarded 
fome  Time,  but,  however,  did  not  hinder 

the 
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the  Treaty  being  figned :  It  was  executed 
at  laft^  but  not  out  of  any  Regard  to  for- 
mer Promifes  or  Oaths,  but  from  Necef- 
fity,  and  Want  of  Money  to  fuccour  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples, 

The  Articles  were,  That,  without  any 
Delay,  all  the  Towns  and  Forts  of  the 
Florentines  fhould  be  reftored ;  they  oblig- 
ing themfelves,  at  the  End  of  Two  Years, 
on  a  valuable  Coniideration,  to  deliver  up, 
if  the  King  iliould  require  it,  Pietra 
Santa  and  Sarzana  to  the  Genoefe^  pro^ 
vided  the  City  of  Genoa  fhould,  at  that 
Time,  be  under  his  Majefty's  Command: 
That  the  AmbafTadors  ihould  pay  down 
the  Thirty  Thoufand  Ducats  agreed  upon 
in  the  Capitulation  at  Florence^  and  the 
Republic  fhould  have  Jewels  in  Pledge  for 
the  Reftitution  of  the  Caflles^ which  ihould. 
be  forfeited,  if,  under  any  Pretext  what^ 
foever,  they  were  not  reflored :  That  at 
the  Time  they  were  given  up  they  fhould 
lend  the  King  Seven  Thoufand  Ducats  5 
for  the  Payment  of  which  the  Genehals 
of  the  Kingdom  of  France  fliould  be 
t>9Und :  This  is  the  Title  given  to  Four  of 
B  b  4  th« 
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Ji'  D.  the  King's  Minifters  who  colled  the  Re- 
#1^^2^  venue  :  That  they  ihould  fend  thefe  Se- 
ven Thoufand  Ducats  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples,   and,    according  to    Inftrudi- 
ens,  diftribute  them  amongft  the  King's 
Forces,    not  excepting  the  Coloiinas ;  for 
although  there  vi^as  a  flying  Report  of 
Profperd's  Defertion,  yet  no  authentic  Ac- 
count w^as  arrived :  That,  provided  they 
were  not  engaged  in  a  War  in  Tufcany^ 
they  fhould  fend  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Men  at  Arms  into  the  Kingdom  of  Na- 
ples ;  and  if  they  had  no  other  War  but 
what  concerned  Montepulciano,  they  fhould 
fend  thither  Vitelli,  with  the  Men  he  com- 
manded in  the  Pifa7i ;  who  fliould  not  be 
obliged  to  ftay  any  longer  than  theEnd  of  the 
Month  of  OSlober:  That  the  Pifans  fhould 
have   a  general  Indemnity,  and  the  Flo- 
rentines  fhould  begin  immediately  to  re- 
ftore  their  Effed:s,  and  give  fome  Encou- 
ragement for  their  Improvement  in  Arts 
and  Science?  :    That  for  a  Security  of  the 
Performance  of  thefe  Articles,  they  fliould 
fend  Six  Hoflages,  of  the  principal  Citi- 
TJ^n^oitkrence  at  the  King's  Choice,  who 

,  fhould 
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fhould  remain  for  a  certain  Time  at  his  ^-  T>- 
Court.  ,2^ 

As  foon  as  the  Treaty  was  figned,  the 
Thirty  Thoufand  Ducats  paid  down,  and 
the  Jewels  delivered,  Letters  and  Orders 
were  difpatched  to  the  King's  Governors 
to  reftore  the  Towns  and  Forts,  and  the 
Thirty  Thoufand  Ducats  were  immedi- 
ately fent  into  S%viJ[erland  for  the  new 
Levies. 

All  this  while  the  Hardfliips  in  iV^- 
'vm^a  daily  encreafed,  but  were  very  chear- 
fully  borne  by  the  Soldiers,  who  confi- 
dered  the  Rifque  the  People  had  run  by 
their  Rebellion,  and  admired  their  Refo- 
lution  in  defending  themfelves :  The  Pro- 
vifions  were  become  fo  fcarce,  that  they 
were  almofl  famifhed ;  for  tho'  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  had  fent  out  of  the  Town  the 
ufelefs  Mouths,  that  was  not  a  fufficient 
Remedy. .  The  French  and  ^wijs^  who  , 
were  not  accuftomed  to  Hunger,  began  to 
ficken ;  the  Duke  had  alfo  got  a  Quartan 
Ague,  and,  to  no  purpofe,  prefTed  the 
King  continually  to  fend  Proviiions^  for, 

as 


H95- 


373  THE  HISTORY   OF 

^-  ^'  as  he  had  not  got  all  his  Men  together,  he 
could  not  fo  eaiily,  and  as  foon  as  was  ne- 
cejfTary,  give  them  Relief. 

The  French  attempted  feveral  Times  in 
the  Night  to  throw  in  Provifions,  and  ef- 
corted  them  with  large  Parties  both  of 
Horfe  and  Foot;  but  they  were  always 
difcovered,  and  obliged  to  retire,  and  fome- 
tim.es  with  no  fmall  Lofs.  The  Marquis 
of  Mantua^  to  ftraiten  them  flill  more, 
attacked  the  Monaflery  of  St.  Fra?2cefco, 
contiguous  to  the  Walls  of  Novara,  and 
having  taken  it,  he  put  in  a  Guard  of 
Two  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and  Three 
Thoufand  German  Foot :  This  gave  great 
Eafeto  his  Soldiers,who  before  were  obliged 
to  patrol  about  the  Highway  to  intercept 
Provilions,  but  now  being  poffefTed  of  this 
Monaftery,  they  commanded  the  Road 
that  leads  to  the  principal  Gate,  through 
which  they  ufed  to  be  introduced. 

T  H  E  next  Day  the  Marquis  took 
the  Baflion  which  had  been  eredled  by 
the  French  in  the  Suburb  of  St.  Nazaro^ 
^nd  the  Night  following  got  Pollelfion  of 

th? 
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the  Suburb  itlelf,  and  the  other  Baftion  ^-  ^• 
contiguous  to  the  Gate,  and  then  fortified  u.,.-^ 
the  whole.  Count  PitigUanOy  who  had 
the  Title  of  Governor  from  the  Venetians^ 
was  dangeroufly  wounded  on  this  Occafion 
by  a  Mulket-fhot,  and  had  like  to  have 
dkd. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans^  finding  it  to 
no  Purpofe  to  defend  any  longer  the  other 
Outworks  which  he  had  fortified  in  the 
Night-time,  ordered  them  to  be  fet  on 
Fire,  and  drew  off  all  his  Men  to  the 
Defence  of  the  City,  which  was  almoft 
famiilied :  But  he  began  now  to  entertain 
fome  Hopes  of  Relief,  as  he  heard  the 
^wifs  were  daily  arriving,  and  the  French 
Army,  after  pafiing  the  River  Stefia^  and 
putting  a  Garrifon  in  BoJgariy  was  en- 
camped within  a  Mile  of  Vercelli^  with 
an  Intentiqn  to  wait  there  for  the  Swifs^ 
and  then  raife  the  Siege :  But  this  muft 
have  provi^d  a  difficult  Tafk^  for  the 
Italians  were  entrenched  in  a  ilrong  Situ- 
ation, the  W'Ay  from  Vcrcelll  to  Novara 
was  full  of  Water,  the  Ditches  deep  and 
wide  all  over  the  Country,  and  Caniarlanti^ 

which 
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J.  D.  which  was  garrifoned  by  the  Allies,  lay 
J^in  their  Way.  By  Reafon  of  thefe  Diffi- 
culties, neither  the  King  nor  his  Troops 
feemed  as  yet  eager  to  move  ;  but  if  the 
Complement  of  the  Swifs  had  arrived 
fooner,  he  v^^ould  certainly  have  rifked  a 
Battle,  the  Event  of  which  would  have 
been  dubious. 

Each  Side  being  now  fenfible  of  their 
Danger,  there  were  not  wanting  fecret 
Overtures  of  Peace  between  the  King: 
and  the  Duke  of  Milan,  tho'  with  little 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  on  account  of  the 
Jealouiies  they  entertained  of  one  ano- 
ther .;  and  becaufe  each  out  of  Pride  and 
Oftentation  would  feem  indifferent.  But 
Chance  opened  an  expeditious  way  of 
bringing  Affairs  to  a  Conclufion. 

The  Marchionefs  of  Monferrato  died 
at  this  Time,  and  a  Difpute  arofe  about 
the  Guardianship  of  her  young  Son,  be- 
tween the  Marquis  of  Saluzzo,  and  the 
Marchionefs's  Brother  Conftantino,  who 
was  one  of  the  antient  Lords  of  Macedo^ 
nia,  that  h^4  been  occupied  fome  time 

fill  CO 
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fince  by  Mahomet.  The  King,  defirous 
to  prevent  Commotions  in  that  State,  at 
the  Inflance  of  the  People,  fent  Argenion 
to  Cafal'Cervaggioy  where  he  luckily  met 
a  Gentleman  belonging  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Mantua^  who  was  come  thither 
to  condole  for  the  Death  of  the  Marchio- 
nefs.  Thefe  two,  in  converling,  fell  on 
a  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Benefit  that 
would  accrue  to  both  Parties,  if  a  Peace 
could  be  procured.  Argenton  was  pleafed 
with  the  Subjed:,  and  wrote  immediately 
to  the  Venetian  Proveditors,  reminding 
them  of  what  had  been  talked  of  before 
at  the  T!aro^  which  he  faid  might  now  be 
eafily  effeded.  They  liflened  to  his 
Propofals,  and  communicated  them  to 
the  Duke  of  Milan\  Generals  -,  and  at 
laft  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  apply  to 
the  King,  who  was  come  to  Vercelli,  and 
deiire  he  would  depute  fome  of  his  Mini- 
fters  to  meet  theirs,  in  order  for  a  Con- 
ference. 

The  King  complied,    and  the  next 
Day  a  Place  was  pitched  upon  between 

Bolgari   and   Camariano.      The  Venetians 

chofe 
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^'  !>'  chofe  the  Marquis  of  Mantua  and  J5tr- 
J^^^  nardo  Contarini,  the  Proveditor  of  their 
Stradiotti ;  the  Duke  of  Mi/any  Fra?2ccfco 
Bernardi?io  Vifconti ;  the  King  of  France 
fent  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Malo^  the  Prince 
of  Orange  (who  had  lately  paiTed  tlie 
Mountains,  and  was  created  Generaliffimo 
of  the  Army  under  the  King)  the  Mar- 
fhal  de  Gie^    FieneSy  and  Argenton, 

The  Deputies  met  feveral  times,  and 
paffed  and  repaffed  to  their  refpedivc 
Armies  with  the  Refult  of  their  Confer- 
ences. The  moil  material  Point  wherein 
they  difagreed  was  concerning  the  City 
of  Novara  :  The  King  made  no  Difficulty 
of  reftoring  it,  but  defired  it  might  be 
done  with  the  leafl  Offence  to  his  Honour* 
He  infifled  it  fliould  be  put  into  the  Hands 
of  one  of  the  German  Officers  in  the 
Italian  Camp,  who  fliould  receive  it  in 
Name  of  the  King  of  the  Romans^ 
as  Liege  Lord  of  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  : 
But  the  Allies  demanded  it  to  be  given  up 
iimply,  and  without  any  Condition. 
This  Difficulty,  ^rA  fome  others,  could 
not   be  removed    with    the    Expedition 

wiflied 
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wifhed  for  by  the  Befieged,  who  were  re- 
duced to  the  laft  Extremity  5  it  being 
computed  that,  thro*  Sicknefs  occafioned 
by  Famine,  near  Two  Thoufand  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans' s  Men  had  perifhed. 

At  laft  a  Truce  was  made  for  Eight 
Days,  and  Leave  given  for  the  Duke  of 
Orlea?is  and  the  Marquis  of  Saluzzo  to 
go  with  a  fmall  Retinue  to  Ve?'ceUi^  but 
on  his  Parole  to  return  to  Novara  with  the 
fame  Retinue,  if  the  Peace  was  not  con- 
cluded. As  the  Duke  was  to  pafs  through 
the  Enemy's  Camp,  the  Marquis  of  Man^ 
tua^  for  his  Security,  delivered  himfelf 
up  to  Count  de  FoiSy  who  commanded  a 
Fort  in  the  Pofleflion  of  the  French  near 
Bolgari,  The  Soldiers  in  Novara  wo\AA 
not  have  permitted  the  Duke  to  leave  the 
Town,  if  he  had  not  affured  them  on  his 
Word,  that  he  would  either  return  in  three 
Days,  or  that  through  his  Means  they 
fhould  be  allowed  to  come  out ;  and  they 
obliged  the  Marfhal  de  Gie,  who  was  come 
to  Novara  to  accompany  the  Duke,  to 
leave  his  Nephew  in  Pledge.  They  had 
by  this  Time  confumed  not  only  the  Pro- 

vifions 
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vifions  that  generally  ferve  for  the  Pre-^ 
fervation  of  human  Life,  but  alfo  their 
Horfes,  Mice,  and  almoft  every  Thing 
which  Gould  give  diem  any  Suftenance. 

A  s  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Orleans  came 
to  the  King,  the  Truce  was  prolonged  for 
fome  Days  -y  in  which  time  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  all  the  French  fhould  quit 
NovarUy  and  leave  it  in  the  Poffefiion  of 
the  Townfmen,  who  were  to  take  an 
Oath  not  to  deliver  it  to  either  Party, 
without  their  mutual  Confent  :  That  in 
the  Citadel  there  fhould  remain  a  Com- 
pany of  Thirty  French  Foot,  who  fliould 
be  daily  fupplied  with  Provilions  from  tlie 
Italian  Camp.  The  French  marched  out, 
and  were  efcorted  by  the  Marquis  of 
Mantua y  and  Galeazzo  di  San  ScverinOy 
but  were  fo  feeble  and  emaciated  for 
want  of  Food,  that  many  died  a  little 
after  they  arrived  at  Vercelli^  and  thofe 
that  furvived  were  rendered  ufelefs  for  this 
Campaign. 

A  T  this    Time   the   Bailiff  of  Dijon 
arrived  with  the  Remainder  of  the  Sj:)ifs  -, 

and 


THE  WARS  IN  irALT,        38^ 

and  though  he  had   Orders  to  levy   no    ^-  ^- 
more  than  Ten  Thoufand,  yet  he  was<^J.^^lj 
obliged  to  bring  Twenty;  for  at  the  News  Arrival  of 
being  fpread  of  the  Arrival  of  a  French  20000 
Officer  amongfl  them  with  Money,  that  jjj^ -^^^^^^ 
Number  would  almoft  forcibly  be  inlifted.  Camp. 
One  Half  of  thefe  joined  the  Camp  at 
Vercelli,  and  the   other  was  quartered  at 
Ten  Miles  Diflance ;  for  it  was  not  thought 
quite  fafe,  that  fo  many  of  that  Nation 
iliould  be   together  in  the  fame  Place: 
Had  they  arrived  fome  Days  fooner,  it  is 
probable  the  Treaty  might  have  been  in- 
terrupted :    For  belides  thefe,   the  Army 
confiiled  of  Eight  Thoufand  French  Foot, 
Two  Thoufand  Swifs^  of  thofe  who  came 
from  Naples^  and  Eighteen  Hundred  Lan- 
ces :    But  as  Things  had  gone  fo  far,  and 
Novara  was  evacuated,  the  Treaty  went 
on,  although  the  Duke  of  Orlea?is  with 
many  others  was  ftrongly  againil  it. 

Every  Day  Deputies  were  fent  to 
the  Italian  Camp,  whither  the  Duke  of 
Milan  was  come  in  Perfon  to  be  nearer 
at  hand  to  treat  of  Matters  of  fuch  Im- 
portance ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  Jea- 
C  c  Iguiies, 
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loufies,  he  never  converfed  with  the  King's 
Miniflers,  but  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Am- 
bafladors  of  the  Allies*     At  lail  the  French 
Deputies  returned  with  the  final  Refolu- 
tion  of  the  Confederates.     The  Articles 
they  were  willing  to  agree  to  were  thefe : 
That  there  fliould  be  a  perpetual  Peace 
and  Friendfliip  between  the  King  and  the 
Duke  of  Milan y  but  without  any  Preju- 
dice to  the  Duke's  other  Alliances  :    That 
his  Majefty  fliould  give  Orders  to  the  Ci- 
tizens of  Novara,  to  deliver  up  the  Town 
to  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  his  Troops 
fliould  evacuate  the  Citadel :   l^hat  Spezie 
and  all  other  Places  taken  in  this  War 
fliould  be  refl:ored  :    That  the  King  might 
equip  at   Genoa^  his  Fief,    what   Vellels 
he  pleafed,  and  make  ufe  of  any  Military 
Stores,  provided  they  were  not  employed 
in  Favour  of  the  Enemies  of  that  State  j 
and  for  the  Security  of  tliis  Article,  the 
Genceje  fliould  give  Hofl:ages :    The  Duke 
of  Milan  fliould  procure  him  the  Reflitu- 
tion  of  the  Veflels  taken  at  RapaHe^  and 
the  Twelve   Gallies  detained    at   Genoa^ 
and   at    his   own    Expence    fit  him  out 
two  large  Genoa  Ships,  which  with  four 

of 
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of  his  own  were  to  be  fent  to  the  Sue-  ^'   ^• 

cour  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  \ ^J^ 

Year  following  be  obliged  to  have  in 
readinefs  three  more:  That  he  fhould 
give  a  free  Pafs  to  any  Troops  the  King 
fhould  fend  through  his  Dutchy  in  their 
Way  to  Naples,  on  Condition  that  no 
more  than  Two  Hundred  Lances  at  a 
Time  fliould  pafs ;  and  in  cafe  the  King 
returned  himfelf,  the  Duke  fhould  then 
accompany  him  with  a  certain  Number  of 
Men  :  That  the  Ve?tefians  for  two  Months 
might  have  the  Liberty  of  acceding  to  this 
Peace,  and  if  they  did  fhould  be  obliged  to 
withdraw  their  Forces  from  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples,  and  give  no  farther  Afiiflance 
to  Ferdi7iando  :  If  afterwards  they  vio- 
lated their  Engagements,  and  the  King 
on  that  Account  declared  War,  the  Duke 
then  fliould  aflifh  him,  and  might  keep 
Poffeflion  of  whatever  Part  of  their  Ter- 
ritory he  could  make  himfelf  Mafler  of: 
That  Lodovico,  within  the  Month  of 
March  enfuing,  fhould  pay  Fifty  Thou- 
fand  Ducats  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  for 
the  Expences  he 'had  incurred  during  the 
Siege  of  Novara,  remit  Eighty  Thoufand 
C  c  2  Ducats 
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Ducats  of  the  Money  he  had  lent  the  King, 
when  he  firil  pailed  through  his  Domi- 
nions, and  allow  a  further  Term  for  the 
Payment  of  the  Remainder  :  Tliat  TW- 
"Dulzt's  Eftate  fhould  be  rcflored  to  him, 
and  his  Outlawry  reverfed :  The  Baf- 
tard  of  Bourbon  taken  at  the  TarOy  and 
Meaux  at  Rapalle^  and  all  other  Prifoners 
fliould  be  fet  at  Liberty :  The  Duke 
fhould  order  //  Fracajfa  to  depart  from 
Pifay  with  all  the  Troops  he  had  lately 
fent  thither,  and  the  Genoefe  give  no 
Obflru<5tion  to  the  Florentines^  in  taking 
PoflelBon  of  their  Forts,  nor  diflurb  them 
afterwards  in  the  Poffeflion  of  them : 
That  the  Cajlelletto  of  Genoa  fliould  for 
two  Years  be  put  iato  the  Hands  of  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara^  who  was  come  to  the 
Italian  Camp  at  the  Deiire  of  both  Parties, 
but  he  (hould  take  an  Oath  to  deliver  ic 
any  Time  within  that  Term,  to  the  King 
of  France^  in  cafe  the  Duke  of  Milan  did 
not  perform  the  Articles  of  this  Treaty  : 
Lodo'-jico,  on  the  figning  of  the  Peace, 
fliould  give  Hoftages  to  remain  with  the 
King,  till  the  Cajlelletto  was  delivered  to 
the  Dul:e  of  Ferrara, 

As 
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A  s  foon  as  the  Deputies  brought  thefe 
Articles,  the  King  fummoned  a  Council,^ 
in  which  his  Miniflers  were  of  different 
Opinions.  Monf.  ^c  la  I'remouille  thus 
opened  the  Debate. 


"  If  in  this  prefent Council  we  were 7-^^„^„, 
only  to  treat,  Great  King  !  of  what  relates  j/^^'s 
to  the  Glory  of  France^  I  iliould  with 
more  Caution  give  an  Opinion,  which 
might,  perhaps,  expofe  the  Perfon  of  your 
Majefly  to  farther  Perils,  though  you  have 
always  feemed  to  defpife  them  :  For  in- 
flamed by  Love  of  Glory,  you  determined 
againfl  the  Advice,  and  againfl  the  En- 
treaties of  almofl  the  whole  Kingdom,  to 
pafs  laft  Year  into  Italy ^  in  order  to  con- 
quer the  Kingdom  of  Naples y  the  Succefs 
of  which  was  crowned  with  fo  much  Ho- 
nour and  Renown.  But  the  Queftion 
now  is  not  whether  we  are  to  refufe  an 
Opportunity  of  acquiring  m.ore  Honour 
and  Glory,  but  rather  whether  we  are  to 
difpute,  and  lofe  what  we  have  already  ac-- 
quired  with  fo  much  Danger  and  Expence, 
CQnvert  our  Glory  into  Ignominy,  and 
C  C  3  mako 
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-^-  ^-  make  your  Majefty  contradid:  your  own 
....yi^  Deliberations.  You  might,  Sire!  without 
any  Reflection,  have  remajned  una<5livc 
in  France^  nor  could  that  have  been  attri- 
buted to  any  other  Motive  but  Indolence 
and  the  Pleafures  of  Youth  :  Whereas 
your  Return  on  the  Conditions  now  pro- 
pofed,  will  be  imputed  to  Timidity  and 
Cowardice.  YourMajefly,  on  your  late 
Arrival  2XAJli^  i^ight  have  repafTed  xki^Alps 
with  lefs  Reproach,  demonftrating  to  all 
the  World,  that  the  Prefervation  of  No- 
*uara  was  not  your  Concern  :  But  now 
that  you  have  fixed  here  with  your  Army, 
and  declared  you  are  come  to  oblige  your 
Enemies  to  rajfe  the  Siege,  and  for  this 
Purpofe  fent  for  fo  many  of  your  Nobility 
out  of  FrancCy  and  at  an  immenfe  Ex^. 
pence,  inlifled  fo  great  a  Body  of  Swijsy 
who  can  doubt  but  that  your  own,,  and 
the  Kingdom's  Glory,  will  be  converted 
into  Shame,  if  the  Siege  is  not  raifcd  ? 
But  there  are  ftill  flronger,  and  more  ur- 
gent Reafons  3  if  in  a  King's  Brcafl  there 
can  be  any  Thing  flronger,  than  the  Paf-r 
fion  of  Glory  and  Renown.  Our  Return 
into  France^  after  giving  up  No'-jara  by 

Agree- 


THE  WARS  IN  irALT.        391 

Agreement,  is  in  reality  giving  up  the  ^'  ^• 
whole  Kingdom  of  Naples ^  abandoning  ^^J^^j^!^ 
to  Deflrudion  fo  many  brave  Officers, 
and  French  Nobles  left  there  on  your 
Promife  of  a  fpeedy  Affiftance,  of  which 
they  muft  defpair,  when  they  hear  that 
on  the  Frontiers  of  Italy ^  at  the  Head  of 
fuch  a  powerful  Arniy,  you  have  been  ob- 
liged inglorioufly  to  truckle  to  your  Ene- 
my. Every  one  knows  that  P^eputation  has 
no  fmall  Share  in  the  Succefs  of  a  War,  and 
as  the  Valour  of  the  Soldiers  declines, 
fo  does  the  Opinion  of  the  People  in  their 
Behalf,  and  alfo  the  Revenues  necelfary 
to  fupport  it  :  Whilft  on  the  contrary, 
for  the  fame  Reafons,  the  Courage  of  the 
Enemy  encreafes,  their  Doubts  are  removed , 
and  the  Difficulties  of  the  Adverfary  im- 
proved to  their  Advantage.  Therefore  our 
Army  deprived  of  its  Vigour  by  this  \xr\^ 
happy  Retreat,  and  the  Reputation  of  the 
Enemy  thereby  eflablifhed,  v/ho  can 
doubt,  but  we  fliall  foon  hear,  that  all  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  has  rebelled,  that  our 
Army  is  deflroyed,  and  that  an  Enter- 
prise, undertaken  and  profecuted  with  fo 

C  ^  4 
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much  Glory,  has  produced  no  other  Ef- 
fed:  than  Difafters,  and  irreparable  Infa- 
my ?  For  whoever  afferts  that  this  Peace 
is  made  without  Compulfion,  betrays  his 
Ignorance  of  the  prefent  Poflure  of  Affairs, 
and  of  the  Temper  of  thofe  we  are  treat- 
ing with  5  fince  it  is  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  as  foon  as  we  have  left  Italy^  not  one 
of  thefe  Articles  will  be  obferved,  and 
inftead  of  our  receiving  the  ftipulated 
Succours,  tliey  will  be  fent  to  Fcrdinando 
againft  us.  Thofe  very  People  you  give 
Peace  to,  will  boafl  they  have  expelled  us 
out  of  Jtalyy  and  will  enrich  themfclvcs 
with  our  Spoils  at  Naples.  This  Ignominy 
plight  be  better  bornp,  if  there  could  be 
any  dout>t  of  cur  coming  oft' vidlorious. 
But  how  can  that  be  poffiblp,  confidering 
the  Number  of  pur  Forces,  and  the  Op- 
portunity we  have  qf  polling  them  ad  van- 
tagioufly  all  over  thp  Country  around  us  ? 
Call  but  to  mind,  how  lately,  though  tired 
by  a  long  March,  diflreffcd  for  Provifions, 
few,  and  in  an  Enemy's  Country,  we 
fuccesfully  fought  a  numerous  Army  at 
the  'TarOy  where  that  River  ran  fuller  of 
tjae  Enemy's  Blood  th^n  pf  its  ov/n  Wa- 
ters ! 
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ters  !  How  with  the  Sword  we  opened  our  ^-  ^• 
Way,  and  for  Eight  Days  marched  un-v.^--^^ 
-controuled  through  the  Dominions  of  the 
Duke  of  Milan^  our  Adverfary !  We  have 
now  double  the  Forces  ;  inflead  of 
Three  Thoufand,  we  can  reckon  above 
Two  and  Twenty  Thoufand  ^wijs ;  and 
the  Enemy's  Army,  though  encreafed 
"wath  Gennan  Foot,  yet  bears  no  Pro- 
portion to  ours.  Their  Cavalry  is  much 
the  fame,  and  the  fame  the  Commanders, 
who,  after  fo  fignal  an  Overthrow,  if 
forced  to  engage,  mufl  fight  with  Terror. 
Belides,  are  the  Fruits  of  a  Vidlory  at 
this  Jundiure  fo  inconfiderable  as  to  be 
contemned  ?  Or  rather  are  they  not  fuch 
as  encourage  us  to  run  fome  Rifque  ?  Our 
fighting  at  prefent  is  not  only  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  fo  much  Honour  acquired, 
for.  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom  oi  Naples^ 
for  the  Safety  of  fo  many  Commanders 
and  Soldiers  left  behind,  but  for  the  Em- 
pire of  Italy^  which  mujl:  infpire  us  v/ith 
Courage,  and  will  be  the  fure  Reward  of 
our  Viv:tory :  For  what  other  Army  can  be 
got  together  to  opprcfs  us,  after  this  is  rout- 
es! ?  I'hcjr  Canip  contains  in  a  Manner  all 

the 
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the  Arms  and  Soldiers  Italy  is  able  to  pro* 
duce.  We  need  pafs  but  a  Ditch,  or  force 
a  Barrier,  to  be  put  in  Poffeffion  of  fo  vafl 
an  Acquiiition,  as  the  whole  Country  and 
all  the  Riches  of  7/^/);,  which  will  alfo  ena- 
ble us  to  revenge  all  our  Injuries,  If  thefe 
two  Motives,  fufficient  to  animate  mean 
and  ignoble  Souls,  have  no  effed:  on  our 
warlike,  brave  People,  we  need  not  hefitate 
to  affirm,  that  our  Courage,  rather  than 
our  Fortune,  has  deferted  us  :  For  This, 
though  with  inferior  Forces,  at  this  very 
Inftant,  is  ready  tq  condudl  and  affift  us 
in  an  Engagement,  that,  in  a  few  Hours, 
will  gain  us  a  Victory,  the  Fruits  of  which 
will  be  fo  ample,  as  to  exceed  the  Ex- 
ped:ation  of  the  mofl:  fanguine  amongft  us, 

But  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  intirely 
of  a  different  Sentiment,  and  replied  in 
the  Manner  following :  "  If  our  Affairs, 
Mofl  Chriftian  King !  were  not  reduced 
into  fuch  a  narrow  Compafs  of  Time,  but 
were  in  a  Condition  to  give  us  Leifure  to 
accompany  our  Forces  with  Prudence  and 
Adivity,  and  did  not  put  us  under  a  Ne^ 
f  eflity,  if  ^ve  cqntinue  the  War,  to  pro^ 

^e^4 
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ceed  rallily,  and  againfl  all  the  Rules  of 
Military  Art,  I  iliould,  amongil  the  reft, 
be  one  of  thofe  who  would  give  my  Vote 
for  rejeding  the  Propofals  of  Peace :  For 
truly  there  are  many  Reafons  againft  them, 
.and  the  Continuation  of  the  War  would 
be  both  honourable,  and  conducive  to  the 
Prefervation  of  Naples :  But  the  Condition 
to  which  Novara,  and  the  Citadel  are 
reduced,  where  there  is  not  a  Day's  Pro- 
vilion  left,  obliges  us,  if  we  intend  to  re- 
lieve it,  without  Lofs  of  Time  to  attack 
the  Enemy  3  and  if  we  iliould  give  it  up, 
with  a  Deiign  of  transferring  the  War  to 
fome  other  Part  of  the  Milanefe,  the 
Winter  approaches,  a  Time  very  unfea- 
fonable  for  Armies  in  thofe  Low  Coun- 
tries full  of  Water.  Our  prefent  Situa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Temper  and  Num- 
ber of  S'i£;i/s  is  fuch,  that  if  they  are  not 
immediately  put  on  A6lion,  they  may 
prove  more  pernicious  to  us  than  to  our 
Enemies.  The  Scarcity  of  Money,  on 
which  Account  we  cannot  long  fublift 
here,  compels  us  to  put  a  very  fpeedy  End 
to  the  War,  and  this  cannot  be  compaf- 
fed   any   other  Vv^ay    than    by   a   Peace 

or 
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or  a  Battle,  which  at  prefent  is  fo 
dangerous,  that  it  would  be  called  Rafh- 
nefs  and  Imprudence  to  attempt  it ;  For 
the  Enemy's  Camp  is  fo  ftrong,  both  by 
Nature  and  Art,  they  having  had  fo  long 
a  Time  to  fortify  it,  the  Places  about  fo 
well  provided  for  and  guarded,  the  Coun- 
try, on  Account  of  many  Ditches  and 
Waters,  fo  inconvenient  for  the  Horfe, 
that  whofoever  would  undertake  to  affault 
them  at  once,  without  firfh  fecuring  the 
Ground  Inch  by  Inch,  would  run  a  great 
nay  certain  Danger  of  being  defeated.  For 
by  what  Reafoning,  by  what  Rules  of 
War,  by  what  Example  is  fo  vaft  an  Ar- 
my to  be  attacked  in  their  ftrong  En- 
trenchments, fo  well  lined  with  Artillery  ? 
It  would  be  neceffary,  unlefs  we  leave  all 
to  Chance,  firft  to  diflodge  them  from 
fome  of  their  Forts,  that  we  might  com- 
mand their  Camp,  or  hinder  them  from 
procuring  Provifions :  But  nothing  of  this, 
fo  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  poifible  to  be 
effedled  fuddenly,  and  can  only  be  the 
Work  of  Time.  Our  Cavalry  is  neither 
fo  ilrong  nor  fo  numerous,  as  fome  ima- 
gine 5  for  it  is  well  known  that  many  of 

our 


THE  WARS   IN  It  ALT, 

eur  Men  are  iick,  others  with  Permiffion, 
and  many  without,  are  returned  into 
France^  the  Remainder  fatigued,  and  more 
difpofed  to  repafs  the  Alps  than  to  fight. 
The  great  Number  of  Swife,  the  princi- 
pal Strength  of  our  Army,  are,  perhaps, 
as  dangerous,  as  a  fmali  Number  would 
be  ufelefs  j  for  every  one  who  knows  the 
Nature  and  Cuftom  of  thofe  People,  muft 
alfo  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  keep  fo 
large  a  Body  of  them  in  order.  And  who 
will  enfure  us  that  they  will  not  be  muti- 
nous, efpecially,  when  by  protracting  the 
War,  which  muft  neceffarily  occafion  a 
Scarcity  of  Money,  their  Pay,  of  which 
they  are  fo  greedy,  cannot  be  regular  ? 
So  that  we  fliould  remain  in  a  State  of  Un- 
certainty, whether  their  Prefence  would 
do  us  more  Good  than  Hurt.  In  this  Si- 
tuation, how  can  we  undertake  any  great 
Action  ?  No  one  doubts,  but  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  Naples,  a  Victory  would  be 
better  than  a  Peace.  But  in  all  human 
Affairs,  and  efpecially  in  Wars,  we  muft 
often  accommodate  ourlelves  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  the  Times,  and  not  in  order  to 
attain  what  is  difficult,  andalmoft  impoffi- 

ble. 
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J-  D.  ble,  expofe  the  Whole  to  manifeft  Dan-» 
^^,lJ2^gers.  Nor  is  Prudence  lefs  the  Part  of  a 
great  General  than  Courage.  The  Aitair 
of  Novara^  Sire  1  is  only  indiredily  your 
Concern  j  for  you  claim  no  Right  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Mila?i  j  nor  did  you  come  from 
Naples  with  a  Defigrt  to  make  War  in 
'Piedmont^  your  Intent  was  to  return  into 
France^  in  order  to  procure  Money  and 
Men  to  fuccour  efFed:ually  tliat  Kingdom, 
which  being,  in  the  mean  Time,  aflifted 
by  your  Fleet  from  Nizza,  the  Men  com- 
manded by  Vitelliy  and  aided  by  the  Help 
and  Money  of  the  Florentines^  will  be  able 
to  fland  out,  until  you  return  with  more 
powerful  Succours  from  Frame,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  affirm,  that  the  Duke  of  Milan 
will  obferve  the  Treaty,  but  as  he  and  the 
Genoefe  are  to  give  Hojftages,  and  depofite 
the  CaJlellettOy  you  will,  at  leaft,  have  a 
Pledge,  and  it  is  very  likely,  that  at  your 
Return,  as  Lodovicos  Dominions  lie  in  the 
Way  to  be  firft  attacked,  he  may  delire 
to  live  in  Peace.  In  the  mean  Time,  as 
the  Nature  of  Leagues,  where  feveral 
Princes  are  concerned,  is  not  fo  firm  and 
folid,  one  may  entertain  Hopes  of  fepa- 

rating 
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rating  fome  one  from  the  reft.     In  fine,  ^-  ^• 
Mofl  Chriilian  King  !  my  Counfel  is  f6r  v 
Peace,  not  beeaufe  it  is  in  itfelf  advanta- 
gious  Ind  laudable,    but   beeaufe  it   be- 
comes wife  Princes,  when  they  deliberate 
upon  intricate  and  difagreeable  Cafes,  to 
make  themfelves  eafy  with  that  which  is 
moft   neceflary,  or  is  attended  with  leafl 
Difficulties  and  Dangers. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  fpoke  next 
againft  the  Peace,  and  in  his  Speech 
made  fuch  Reflections  on  the  Prince  of 
Orange^  as  provoked  him  to  reply  with 
great  Heat ;  which  fo  irritated  the  Duke, 
that  he  gave  the  Prince  the  Lye  before  the 
whole  Council.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  Prince  of  Orange  had  a  Partiality  for 
the  King  of  the  Roma?is,  and  his  preffing 
fo  much  for  Peace  made  People  believe, 
that  at  Cafars  Recommendation,  he  had 
the  Duke  of  Milaris  Intereft  more  at 
Heart,  than  that  of  his  Sovereign. 

Charles  paid  a  great  Deference  to  the 
Prince's  Counfel  in  regard  to  his  Quality, 
Experience,  and  Courage,  and  more  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  at  this  Jundure,  becaufe  his  Ad^ 
vice  was  conformable  to  his  own  Inclina- 
tions, and  to  thofe  of  the  grcatefl  Part  of 
the  Council  and  Army.  For  to  their  Re- 
proach be  it  faid,  out  of  an  immoderate 
Delire  of  returning  into  France^  they  were 
not  the  Icafl  afiedted  at  the  Danger  of  lof- 
ing  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  nor  afliamed 
of  giving  up  Novardy  which  they  had 
now  a  lufficient  Army  to  protedl;  and 
what  is  ftill  more  aggravating,  to  com- 
pafs  this  favourite  Point,  tliey  made  an 
iniquitous  Peace,  for  fo  it  may  juflly  be 
called,  where  there  was  fo  little  Probabi- 
lity of  the  x^rticles  being  obferved. 

The  Peace  was  then  concluded  accord-* 
Ing  to  the  above-mentioned  Articles,  which 
as  foon  as  Lodo^cico  had  ratified,  Charles 
left  Vercelliy  and  went  to  Turin  in  a  Sort 
of  Flight.  The  Reafon  of  his  depart- 
ing fo  fuddcnly  was  this  :  When  Leivis  XL 
difJDanded  the  S^mn/s,  he  ufed  to  allow  them 
Three  Months  Pay.  Thofe  in  Charles  s- 
Army,  pretending  that  King's  Bounty,  as 
a  fetded  Rule,  now  claimed  it  as  dieir  due, 
which  being  difputed,  they  were  caballing 

amongft 
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amongft    themfelves    how  to   flop    the  ^^  D, 
King,  or  his  chief  Courtiers.  cJ^^ 

Charles  found  means  to  free  him- 
felf  from  that  Danger,  but  they  fecured 
the  Bailiff  of  Dijon^  and  the  other  Offi- 
cers, who  had  inlifled  them :  And  at 
lafl  his  Majefly  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
their  Demands,  and  give  Hoflages  before 
they  could  be  releafed. 

The  King,  more  and  more  impatient 
to  eflablifh  Peace,  fent  Marfhal   de  Gte\ 
the   Prefident  Gannay,  and  Argenton^  to 
the  Duke  of  Milariy  to  defire  a  perfonal 
Conference.      Lodovico.  feemed  fond    of 
the  Propofal,  but  either  fufpedling  fome 
Fraud,  or  not  willing  to  give  caufe  of  Jea- 
loufy  to  the  Allies,  propofed  the  meeting  to 
be  in  the  midft  of  fome  River,  over  which 
there  fhould  be  a  Bridge  of  Boats,  or  of 
other  Materials,  and  between  him  and  the 
King  a  flrong  Barrier,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  heretofore  the  Kings  of  France  and 
England^  and  other  Weftern  Princes  had 
met. 

Dd  This 


402  THE  HISTORY   OF 

J.  D. 

rlj^\     This  was  refufed  by  the  King  as  be- 
neath his  Dignity  ;  fo  he  took  the  Hofta- 
ges,  and  fent  Perone  di  Baccio  to  Genoa^ 
to  receive  the  large  Veffels  agreed  for,  and 
to  fit  out  others  at  his  own  Expence,  in 
order  to  fuccour  the   Caftles  of  Naples^ 
which  he  knew  had  not  been  relieved  by 
thofe  fent  from  Nizza^  and  that  they  were 
to  be   furrendered,    if  not  fuccoured  in 
Thirty  Days.     His  Intention  was  to  put 
immediately  Three  Thoufand  Swifs  on 
board  the  Fleet,  which  was  retired  to  Li- 
voriio^    and  on  other  Ships  which  were 
daily  expedted  from  Provence^  then  join- 
ing to  thefe  the  large  Ge72oeJeYc&\Sj  order 
them  directly  to   Naples^  where   fuch  a 
Force  was  certainly  neceffary,  the  Port  of 
Naples  being  full  of  the  Enemy's  Veffels ; 
for  befides  thofe  which  Fei'dtJiando  had 
brought  with  him,  the  Vejietia?2s  had  fent 
Twenty  Gallies,  and  Four  Ships. 

Argenton  was  fent  to  Fejiice  to 
prefs  the  Senate  to  come  into  the  Peace, 
and  then  the  King,  accompanied  by  his 
whole  Court,  began  his  Journey  with  {o 

much 
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much  Speed  and  Eagernefs,  that  he  could  ^-  -^» 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  wait  a  few  Days  in  u.*v— ^ 
Italy,  to  receive  the  Hoftages  of  the  Ge- 
noefe,  who  would  certainly  have  fent  them, 
had  he  tarried  a  little  longer. 

About  the  End  of  OBober  1495, 
Charles  returned  over  the  Mountains,  more 
like  a  vanquifhed  than  a  vidorious  Prince. 
He  left  in  AJliy  which  he  gave  out  he 
had  bought  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Five 
Hundred  French  Lances  under  Gianjacopo 
^rivulzi,  but  the  Duke  was  not  able  with 
all  his  Authority  to  keep  them  from  follow- 
ing the  King  a  few  Days  after  his  Depar- 
ture. In  this  manner  Charles  quitted  Italy ^ 
without  making  any  other  Provifion  for 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  than  the  Ships 
that  were  arming  at  Ge77oa  and  Provence^ 
and  the  Money  and  Aid  promifed  by  the 
Florentines, 


In  eivinp;  the  HiHory  of  thefe  Tim.es,  ^^''^ -^P" 

1  think  It   ought  not  to  be  lorgot,  that  of  the 

amonefl  all  other  Calamities  which  over-  ^^.VK 
^  Diieafe. 

whelmed  Italy,    by   this  Invafion  of  the 

French,  or  were  at  leaft  attributed  to  it,  a 

Dd  2  new 
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^-  ^'  new  and  unheard  of  Diflemper  broke  out, 
JJ^li^  by  them  called  the  Neapolitan^  but  by  the 
Italians  the  French  Difeafe;  becaufe  it 
fhewed  itfelf  firil  among  the  French^  whilft 
they  were  at  Naples^  and  on  their  Return 
was  ipread  all  over  Italy. 

This  Diflemper,  either  quite  new,  or 
never  known  before  in  our  Hemiipherc, 
unlefs  in  its  remoteft  Parts,  has  made  for 
a  Number  of  Years  fuch  a  Havock,  that 
it  deferves  to  be  mentioned  as  a  fatal  Ca- 
lamity. It  firft  difcovered  itfelf  either 
with  ugly  Boils,  which  often  became  in- 
curable Wounds,  or  with  acute  Pains  in 
all  the  Joints  and  Nerves  throughout  the 
Body.  The  unexperienced  Phyiicians  ap- 
plied not  only  improper,  but  often  con- 
trary Medicines,  which  irritated  the  Dif- 
temper,  and  deprived  of  Life  a  Multitude 
of  both  Sexes,   and  of  all  Ages. 

Many  became  deformed,  ufelefs,  and 
fubje6t  to  perpetual  Pains,  and  the  beftPart 
of  thofe  who  feemed  to  be  cured,  relapfed 
into  the  fame  Mifery.  But  as  feme  Years 
are    now    elapfed,     either   becaufe    the 

Celeftial 
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Celeftial  Influence,  which  produced  it  in  ^-  ■^• 
fo  virulent  a  manner,  is  mitigated  j  ovsJJ^i, 
that  by  length  of  Time,  proper  Remedies 
have  been  found  out,  it  has  loft  very  much 
of  its  Malignity,  and  has  alfo  metamor- 
phofed  itfelf  into  feveral  different  Shapes 
iince  its  firft  Appearance. 

This  is  a  Calamity  which  the  prc- 
fent  Generation  might  with  reafon  com- 
plain of,  if  it  were  tranfmitted  to  them 
by  their  Parents :  But  it  is  a  received 
Opinion,  that  never,  or  at  leaft  very  fel- 
dom,  any  one  is  afflicted  with  this  Difeafe, 
any  other  way,  than  by  his  own  acquir- 
ing. 

However,  the French^m  Juftice,  ought 
to  be  cleared  from  this  ignominious  Impu- 
tation, for  it  afterwards  plainly  appeared 
that  the  Diftemper  was  brought  to  Naples 
from  Spahi ;  nor  was  it  the  Produd  of 
that  Country;  it  was  convey 'd  thither 
from  thofe  Illands,  which,  about  this  time, 
through  the  means  of  Chrijiopher  Colombo y 
a  Genoefey  began  to  be  known  in  our  He- 
mifphere  :  But  Nature  has  been  indulgent 

to 
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A.  D,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands,  in  pro-» 
/Ji^^viding  an  eafy  Remedy  5  for,  by  drinking 
^^      the  Juice  of  a  particular  medicinal  Wood 

which  grows  among  them,  they  are  in- 

tirely  cured. 


The  End  of  the  Firjl  Vol  ume. 


The  Tranflator  having  made  ufe  of  feveral 
Names  as  exprefled  in  the  Italian^  where  he 
imagined  they  might  not  be  offenfive  to  the 
Ear,  has  thought  proper  to  add  this  Expla- 
nation. 


¥\ 


Carlo 

Charles 

Lorenzo 

Lawrenci 

Giovanni 

John 

Lodovico 

Lewis 

Maria 

Mary 

Piero      7 
Pietro      3 

Peter   ■ 

Maddalena 

Magdalen 

Giovanna 

Joan  ^ 

Hajtnibak 

Hannibal 

Francefco 

Francis 

Carlotta 

Charlotte 

Henrico 

Henry 

Ohigni 

Aubigny 

Fiejchi        ? 

Fiefco          !• 

The  fame  Name. 

Bentivogli  ? 

The  fame  Name, 

Bentivoglio  S 

Livorno 

Leghorn 

Jacopo 

James 

Paolo 

Paul 

T^omafo 

lihomas 

San  Vincentio 

Saint  Vincetit 

Bernardino 

Ber?iard 

Cajile  Nuovo 

The  New  Cajlle 

Cajielleito 

The  Little  Cajile 

Nizza 

Nice. 

ERRATA 

Page  9  f.  notable,  r.  not  able.  p.  28.  f.  his  natural  Son, 
f.  Alfcnlb's  natural  Son.  p.  31.  2c 8.  f.  ecclefiaftic,  r.  ec- 
defiailical.p.  37.  f.tbis  Will,  r.  her  Will,  p  63.  f  their 
natural,  r.  the  natural,  p.  89.  f.  received,  r.  fuffered.  p. 
III.  f.  Eaille,  r.  Bailift'.  p  145.  f.  but  inftead  of  follow- 
ing, r.  but  the  Enemy,  inllead  of  following,  p.  155.  f. 
Pronto,  r.  Tronto.  p.  189.  f.  Magiflrate,  r.  Magiftracy. 
p.  192.  f.  Cardinals,  r.  Cardinal,  p.  200.  f.  implicable, 
r.  implacable,  p  202.  f.  Stmigaglia,  r.  Senigaglia.p.  220. 
f.  and  happy,  r.  and  are  happy,  p.  ^26.  f.  Alfonlo  like, 
r.  Alfonfo  was.  p.  262.  f.  contending,  r.  contended,  p. 
334.  f.  amonft,  r.  amongft.  p.  362.  f.  Palmi,  r.  Palma, 
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